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Argentina, Australia*, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovi nha*,
Canada, Cbdte d'lvoire*, Cyprus*, Dennmark, Finland*, France,
Ceorgia*, Cermany, Greece*, Hungary*, lceland*, lreland, Italy,
Li echtenstein*, Luxenbourg*, Madagascar, Netherlands, Portugal*,
Republic of Korea, Ronmmnia*, Senegal*, Slovenia*, Spain*, Sweden*,
Switzerland*, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a*

and Venezuela*: draft resolution

1997/ ... | npl enentation of the Declaration on the Elinination
of All Forns of Intolerance and of Discrimnation
based on Religion or Belief

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling that all States have pl edged thensel ves, under the Charter
of the United Nations, to pronote and encourage universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundanental freedons for all wthout
di stinction as to race, sex, |anguage or religion

Recal ling al so, CGeneral Assenbly resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981

by which it proclained the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

I ntol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Recalling article 18 of the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights,

Enphasi zing that the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief is far-reaching and profound, and that it enconpasses freedom of
t hought on all matters, personal conviction and the comritnent to religion or
belief, whether manifested individually or in conmunity with others,

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on religious
i ntol erance (E/CN. 4/1997/91 and Add. 1);

2. Expresses grave concern at and condemms all instances and forns of

hatred or intolerance on the grounds of religion or belief;

3. Urges States:

(a) To ensure that their constitutional and |egal systens provide
adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief to all w thout discrimnation, including the provision of effective
renedies in cases where the right to freedomof religion or belief is
vi ol at ed;

(b) To ensure, in particular, that no one within their jurisdiction is
deprived of the right to life or the right to liberty and security of person
because of religion or belief, or is subjected to torture or arbitrary arrest
or detention on that account;

(c) In conformty with international standards of human rights, to
take all necessary action to conbat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence,
intimdation and coercion notivated by intol erance based on religion or
bel i ef ;

(d) To recogni ze, as provided in the Declaration on the Elimnation
of Al Fornms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or
Belief, the right of all persons to worship or assenble in connection with a
religion or belief and to establish and maintain places for these purposes;

(e) To ensure that, in the course of their official duties, nmenbers of
| aw enforcement bodies, civil servants, educators and other public officials
respect different religions and beliefs and do not discrimnate on the grounds
of religion or belief;

(f) In accordance with their national legislation and in conformty
with international human rights standards, to exert their utnost efforts to
ensure that religious places, sites and shrines are fully respected and

prot ect ed;
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(9) To oppose acts of religious intolerance which violate the human
rights of women and discrim nate agai nst wonen;

(h) To pronote and encourage through the educational system and by
ot her nmeans, understandi ng, tol erance and respect in matters relating to
freedom of religion or belief;

4, Enphasi zes that, as underlined by the Human Rights Committee,
restrictions on the freedomto nmanifest religion or belief are permtted only
if limtations are prescribed by law, are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or norals, or the fundanental rights and freedons of others, and
are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to freedom of thought,
consci ence and religion

5. Encourages the continued efforts on the part of the Special
Rapporteur appointed to exam ne incidents and governnental actions in al
parts of the world that are inconpatible with the provisions of the
Decl aration and to reconmend renedi al neasures as appropriate;

6. Stresses the need for the Special Rapporteur to apply a gender
perspective, including the identification of gender-specific abuses, in the
reporting process, including in information collection and in recommendati ons;

7. Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with the Speci al
Rapporteur on religious intolerance and to give serious consideration to
inviting the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable him
to fulfil his nmandate even nore effectively;

8. Invites the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nandate, to
continue to bear in mnd the need to be able to respond effectively to
credible and reliable information that comes before him to seek the views and
comments of the Governnent concerned on any information which he intends to
include in his report, and to continue to carry out his work with discretion
and i ndependence;

9. Recogni zes that the exercise of tolerance and non-di scrim nation
by all elements of society is necessary for the full realization of the ains
of the Declaration

10. Wl cones and encourages the efforts of non-government al

organi zations and religi ous bodies and groups to prompote the inplenmentation
of the Declaration and invites themto consider what further contribution they

could make to its inplementation and dissem nation in all parts of the world;



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ L. 38
page 4

11. Considers it desirable to enhance the pronotional and public

informati on activities of the United Nations in natters relating to freedom
of religion or belief and to ensure that appropriate neasures are taken to
this end, including the dissem nation, as a matter of high priority, of the
text of the Declaration by United Nations information centres, as well as by
ot her interested bodies;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto carry out his mandate, to submt an
interimreport to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to
report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session

13. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-fourth session under the agenda itementitled “Inplenmentati on of the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Intolerance and of

Di scrim nati on Based on Religion or Belief”.



