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QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL
AND CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN
RI GHTS AND I N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG
COUNTRI ES FACE IN THEI R EFFORTS TO ACH EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS

Bel arus, Belgium, Bulgaria*, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Equat ori al Gui nea*, Finland*, France, Gernmany, G eece*, Italy,
Luxenmbour g*, Madagascar, Mlta*, Mexico, Nepal, Norway*, Peru*, Pol and*,

Portugal *, Rommni a*, Russi an Federation, Slovakia*, South Africa,
Spai n*, Switzerland*, Uganda, Ukrai ne and Venezuel a*: draft resol ution

1997/ ... CQuestion of the realization in all countries of the
econom c, social and cultural rights contained in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the
I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problens which
the devel oping countries face in their efforts to
achi eve these hunan rights

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/11 of 11 April 1996 and reaffirm ng
the Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action, which stated the need for
a concerted effort to ensure recognition of econom c, social and cultura
rights at the national, regional and international |evels,

Taking note of the work carried out by the Conmittee on Econom c, Soci al

and Cultural Rights, the working group on structural adjustnent programres and

* In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure
of the functional comm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci l
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econom c, social and cultural rights, and other relevant intergovernmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations, in particular the structural adjustnent
participatory review initiative of the Wirld Bank

1. Wl cones:

(a) The adoption by the United Nations Conference on Human Settl ements
(Habitat 11), held in Istanbul from3 to 14 June 1996, of the I|stanbu
Decl arati on on Hunan Settl enments and the Habitat Agenda (A/ CONF.165/14), in
particul ar the recognition of the right to adequate housing as an inportant
conmponent of the right to an adequate standard of living, the definition of
the role of the private sector and civil society, and the reaffirmation of the
conmitrment to the full and progressive realization of the right to adequate
housi ng as provided for in international instrunents;

(b) The adoption by the Wrld Food Sumrit, held in Rone from 13
to 17 Novenber 1996, of the Rone Declaration on Wirld Food Security and the
World Food Summit Plan of Action, in particular the reaffirmation of the right
of everyone to have access to safe and nutritious food, consistent with the
right to adequate food and the fundanental right of everyone to be free from
hunger ;

2. Notes with interest:

(a) The report of the Conmittee on Econom c, Social and Cul tural
Rights on a draft optional protocol for the consideration of comrunications
concerni ng non-conpliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Socia
and Cultural Rights (E/ CN. 4/1997/105, annex);

(b) The proposal s adopted by the Committee on Econonmic, Social and
Cultural Rights at its fifteenth session to enhance the central role played by
the Committee in the pronotion and protection of econom c, social and cultura
rights, namely the proposal for the adoption of a plan of action for the
Conmittee that would increase its ability to exam ne national reports and to
assist interested Governnents in their reporting duties and the proposal to
recommend to the Conmi ssion the appointnment of a special rapporteur on
economic, social and cultural rights;

(c) The recomrendati ons adopted by the working group on structura

adj ust nrent programmes and econom ¢, social and cultural rights;
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3. Reaf firms:

(a) The inextricable link between full respect for the rights
contained in the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts and the process of devel opment, the central purpose of which is the
realization of the potentialities of the human person with the effective
participation of all nenbers of society in relevant decision-making processes
as agents and beneficiaries of developnent, as well as with a fair
distribution of its benefits;

(b) That all persons in all countries are entitled to the realization
of their economic, social and cultural rights, which are indispensable to
their dignity and the free devel opment of their personality;

(c) The universality, indivisibility, interdependence and
interrelationship of all human rights and fundanental freedons and that
pronmoting and protecting one category of rights should therefore never
exenpt or excuse States fromthe pronotion and protection of other rights;

(d) The inmportance of international cooperation for the promption and
protection of all human rights, including economc, social and cultura
rights;

4, Calls upon all States:

(a) To secure, through national devel opnent policies and internationa
cooperation, full respect for economic, social and cultural rights, giving
priority to the individuals, nost often wonen, and communities living in
extrene poverty and therefore nobst vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged,;

(b) To pronote the effective and wi de participation of representatives
of civil society in the decision-nmaking processes related to the pronotion and
protection of econonmic, social and cultural rights;

(c) To consider the desirability of drawi ng up national action plans
identifying steps to inprove the situation of human rights in general with
speci fic national benchmarks designed to give effect to m nimum essentia
| evel s of enjoynent of econom c, social and cultural rights;

5. Calls upon States parties to the International Covenant on

Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights:
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(a) To submt their reports to the Conmmittee on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights in a regular and tinmely manner as reconmended in the statenent
of the human rights treaty bodi es adopted during the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ght s;

(b) To pronote the participation of representatives of civil society
in the process of preparation of their periodic reports to the Commttee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and in the inplenmentation of the
recomendati ons of the Committee;

6. Deci des:

(a) To request the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and the rel evant
human ri ghts nechani sns and treaty bodies to give, within their mandates,
greater attention to the protection of econom c, social and cultural rights;

(b) To request the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit reports to the
CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session and to the Commi ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-fourth session, under the rel evant agenda itens, on
progress towards the realization of the rights set forth in the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, giving due reflection to:

(i) The views of all relevant national and internationa
organi zati ons, governmental or non-governnmental, on the
opportuneness and resource inplications of appointing a
speci al rapporteur to encourage the pronotion and protection
of econom c, social and cultural rights in general and

(ii) Their reactions to the report of the Committee on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights on a draft optional protocol for
the consideration of comruni cati ons concerning
non-conpliance with the International Covenant on Econom c
Social and Cultural Rights (E/ CN 4/1997/105, annex);

(c) To request the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Hunman Rights to give
appropriate consideration to the proposed plan of action designed to enhance
the ability of the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to assist
i nterested Governnents in their reporting obligations and its capacity to

process and follow up on the exam nation of those reports.



