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The Secretary-GCeneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[4 March 1997]

1. The fundamental aspect of the Vienna Declaration on human rights adopted
by consensus in June 1993 is the rejection of the distinctions nmade in the
past between the various human rights. Certain rights were considered to have
priority and binding force, whereas others were held to be nmere politica

decl arations of intent w thout any positive value. The internationa

comunity has thus solemly recognized the strict equality and interdependence
of all rights and freedons: individual and collective, political and civil,

or econom c and social rights.

2. However, the Declaration of Vienna did not receive w despread nedi a
coverage. Certain States, which in fact are not favourably di sposed to the
identical treatnment of, for exanple, the freedomof origin and the right to
devel opnent or political and social denocracy, but which are not politically
able to formally oppose this Declaration, are endeavouring to deny it
publicity or to find anything positive in it.
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3. Certain non-governnental organizations are doing the sane. At the
closing neeting of the fifty-second session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
in 1996, the Director of the Centre for Human Ri ghts expressed regret that
certain States did not accord it any practical inportance.

4, It is therefore proposed that the Declaration of Vienna should be
systematically distributed by United Nations bodies to the internationa
public, and that the United Nations Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts should call on
all States to transformthis Declaration into a convention with binding force.



