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1997/1. Question of the violation of hunan rights in the
occupied Arab territories, including Pal estine

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as by the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts,

Gui ded also by the provisions of the International Covenant on Econom c
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights,

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Geneva Convention

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tine of War, of
12 August 1949, and the provisions of Additional Protocol | thereto, and the
Hague Convention IV of 1907

Recalling the resolutions of the Security Council, the CGeneral Assenbly
and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights related to the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tinme of War, of
12 August 1949, to the Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem and other
occupied Arab territories,

Recalling also the General Assembly resolutions on Israeli violations of

human rights in the Palestinian occupied territories, since 1967 and unti

now,

Recal ling further the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Progranmme
of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in
June 1993,

Taking note of the report (E/ CN. 4/1997/16) of the Special Rapporteur
M . Hannu Hal i nen, regarding his mssion undertaken in accordance wth
Commi ssion resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993,

Taking note also of the reports of the Special Committee to Investigate

Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian People and
O her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories submtted to the General Assenbly
since 1968, including the latest (A 51/99/Add.2),

Noting with great concern the continued Israeli refusal to abide by the

resol utions of the Security Council, the Ceneral Assenbly and the Conmi ssion
on Human Rights calling on Israel to put an end to the violations of human

rights and affirmng the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to
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the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tine of War, of 12 August 1949, to the
Pal estinian and other Arab Territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
i ncl udi ng Jerusal em

Wel comi ng anew, the signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim

Sel f - Governnent Arrangenents by the Government of |srael and the Pal estine
Li berati on Organi zation on 13 Septenber 1993 and of the followi ng agreenents,
wher eby vi ol ati ons of human rights will end through the inplenentation of
t hese agreenents and the full w thdrawal of Israeli forces fromthe occupied
Pal estinian territories, including Jerusalem

Recalling all its previous resolutions on the subject, including the
| atest, resolution 1996/3 of 11 April 1996,

1. Condemms the continued violations of human rights in the occupied
Pal estinian territories since the signing of the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Sel f-Governnent Arrangenents by the Governnent of Israel and the
Pal esti ne Liberation Organization on 13 Septenber 1993, in particular the
continuation of acts of killing, the detention of thousands of Pal estinians
wi thout trial, the continuation of the confiscation of |ands, the extension
and the establishment of Israeli settlenents, the confiscation of property of
Pal esti nians and expropriation of their land, and calls upon Israel to cease
these acts i mredi atel y;

2. Al so _condemms the opening of a tunnel under the Al Agsa npbsque,

the establishment of an Israeli settlement on Jabal Abu CGhenai min occupied
Arab Jerusalem the revocation of identity cards of the citizens of the

Pal estinian city of Jerusalemand forcing themto |ive outside their hone with
the aim of the Judai zation of Jerusalem and calls upon the Governnment of
Israel to close the tunnel and to inmediately put an end to these practices;

3. Furt her condemms the use of torture against Pal estinians during

i nterrogation, which the Israeli H gh Court of Justice has legitimzed, and
calls upon the Government of Israel to refrain imediately fromthe current
interrogation practices and to work on abolishing the above-nentioned
legitimzation;

4, Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Tinme of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to the

Pal estinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
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i ncludi ng Jerusalem and considers any change in the geographic and

denogr aphic status of the city of Jerusalemfromits situation prior to the

June 1967 war to be illegal and void,
5. Calls upon Israel to cease inmmediately its policy of enforcing

col l ective punishnents, such as denolition of houses and cl osure of the
Pal estinian territory, a nmeasure which threatens thousands of Pal estinians
wi th hunger and endangers their |ives;

6. Calls once nore upon Israel, the occupying Power, to desist from

all fornms of violation of human rights in the Pal estinian and other occupied
Arab territories and to respect the bases of international [aw, the principles
of international humanitarian |aw and its commtnments to the provisions of the
Charter and resolutions of the United Nations;

7. Also calls upon Israel to withdraw fromthe Pal estini an

territories, including Jerusalem and the other occupied Arab territories in
accordance with the rel evant resolutions of the United Nations and the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the attention of the Governnent of Israel and all other Governnents, the
conpetent United Nations organs, the specialized agencies, regiona
i nt ergover nnental organi zations and international hunmanitarian organizations,
to dissem nate it on the wi dest possible scale, and to report on its
i npl enentation by the Governnment of Israel to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

at its fifty-fourth session;

9. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Commi ssion on
Human Rights with all United Nations reports issued between sessions of the
Conmi ssion that deal with the conditions in which the citizens of the
Pal esti nian and other occupied Arab territories are living under the Israel
occupati on;

10. Decides to consider the question at its fifty-fourth session, as a
matter of high priority.

26t h neeting

26 March 1997

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 25 votes to 1
with 23 abstentions. See chap. IV.]
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1997/ 2. Human rights in the occupied Syrian Gol an

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Deeply concerned at the suffering of the Syrian citizens in the occupied

Syrian Gol an due to the violation of their fundanmental and human rights since
the Israeli mlitary occupation of 1967
Recal ling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17 Decenber 1981
Recalling also all relevant Ceneral Assenmbly resol utions, including
the latest, resolution 51/135 of 12 Decenber 1996, in which the

Assenbly, inter alia, called upon Israel to conply with Security Counci
resolution 497 (1981), to put an end to its practices violating the rights of
the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan and to put an end to its
occupation of the occupied Syrian Gol an

Reaffirm ng once nore the illegality of Israel's decision of

14 Decenber 1981 to inpose its laws, jurisdiction and adm nistration on the
occupi ed Syrian Golan, which has resulted in the effective annexation of that
territory,

Reaffirm ng the principle of non-acquisition of territory by force in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
i nternational |aw,

Taking note with deep concern of the report of the Special Committee to

Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Occupied Territories (A/51/99/Add.2) and, in
this connection, deploring the Israeli settlenment in the occupied Arab
territories and regretting Israeli's constant refusal to cooperate with and to
recei ve the Special Committee,

GQui ded by the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
i nternational |aw and the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, and
reaffirm ng the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Tinme of War, of 12 August 1949, and the
rel evant provisions of the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 to the occupied
Syrian Gol an,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of the peace process which started in Mdrid
on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 Novenber 1967,
338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978 and the
principle of land for peace, which ains at the establishment of a just and

conprehensi ve peace in the Mddl e East,
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Expressing concern that the peace process on the Syrian and Labenese

tracks has stunbl ed, and hoping that conm tnents and guarantees reached during
the previous talks will be respected in order that the tal ks may resunme as
soon as possi bl e,

Reaffirmng its previous rel evant resolutions, the nost recent being
resolution 1996/2 of 11 April 1996

1. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to conply with the
rel evant resolutions of the CGeneral Assenmbly and of the Security Council
particularly resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, inter alia, decided
that the Israeli decision to inpose its laws, jurisdiction and adm nistration
on the occupied Syrian Golan is null and void and w thout international |ega

effect, and denmanded that |srael should rescind forthwith its decision

2. Also calls upon Israel to desist from changi ng the physica
character, denographic composition, institutional structure and |egal status
of the occupied Syrian Gol an, and enphasi zes that the displaced persons of the
popul ati on of the occupied Syrian Golan nust be allowed to return to their
homes and to recover their properties;

3. Further calls upon Israel to desist frominposing |Israel

citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied
Syrian Golan and to desist fromits repressive nmeasures against them and from
all other practices nentioned in the report of the Special Conmittee to
Investigate Israeli practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Gt her Arabs of the Occupied Territories;

4, Determ nes that all legislative and admi nistrative neasures and
actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the occupying Power, that purport to
alter the character and | egal status of the occupied Syrian CGolan are null and
void, constitute a flagrant violation of international |aw and of the
CGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tinme of
War, of 12 August 1949, and have no | egal effect;

5. Calls once again upon Menber States not to recogni ze any of the

| egi sl ative or administrative nmeasures and actions referred to in the present
resol ution;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the attention of all CGovernnents, the conpetent United Nations organs, the

speci al i zed agenci es, regional intergovernnmental organizations and
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i nternational humanitarian organi zations and to give it the w dest possible
publicity, and to report to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-fourth session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session, as a matter of high priority, the itementitled
“Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arab Territories,
i ncl udi ng Pal estine”.

26t h nmeeting

26 March 1997
[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 26 votes to 1
with 23 abstentions. See chap. IV.]

1997/ 3. Israeli settlenents in the occupied Arab territories

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronpote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and as el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable instrunents,

M ndful that Israel is a party to the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Tinme of War, of 12 August 1949, which is
applicable to Palestinian and all Arab territories occupied by Israel since
1967, including East Jerusal em

Recal | i ng previous resolutions of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, nost
recently resolution 1996/4 of 11 April 1996 in which, inter alia, it
reaffirmed the illegality of the Israeli settlenments in the occupied
territories,

1. Wl cones

(a) The positive devel opnents that originated with the Internationa
Peace Conference on the M ddl e East convened in Madrid on 30 October 1991
including in particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Sel f - Gover nnent Arrangenents signed in Washi ngton by the Government of |srae
and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization on 13 Septenber 1993 as well as the
InterimAgreenent on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip signed in Washi ngton by
the sane parties on 28 Septenber 1995;

(b) The recent step towards the further inplenentation of the rel evant
agreenents, through the signing of the Protocol concerning the Redeploynment in

Hebr on;
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(c) The report (E/ CN. 4/1997/16) submitted by the Special Rapporteur
pursuant to resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993;

2. Expresses its deep concern

(a) At the Israeli settlenent activities, including the expansion of
settlenents, the installation of settlers in the occupied territories, the
expropriation of land, the denolition of houses, the confiscation of property,
t he expul sion of local residents and the construction of bypass roads, which
change t he physical character and denographi c conmposition of the occupied
territories, including East Jerusalem since they are illegal, constitute a
violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Tine of War, of 12 August 1949 and are a nmmjor obstacle to peace;

(b) At and strongly condemms all acts of terrorism whilst calling
upon all parties not to allow any acts of terrorismto affect the ongoing
peace process negatively;

3. Calls upon the Governnent of I|srae

(a) To comply fully with the provisions of previous Comr ssion
resolutions on the subject, nost recently resolution 1996/4 of 11 April 1996;

(b) To cease conmpletely its policy of expanding the settlenents and
related activities in the occupied territories, including East Jerusal em

(c) To forego and prevent any new installation of settlers in the
occupied territories;

(d) To address the question of the Israeli settlenents in the occupied
territories during the negotiations on the final status of the territories,
which are due to resune within two nonths after inplenmentation of the Protoco

concer ni ng Redepl oynment in Hebron

26t h neeting

26 March 1997

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 47 votes to 1
with 2 abstentions. See chap. |V.]

1997/4. Situation in occupied Pal estine

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular the provisions of Articles 1 and 55 thereof,
which affirmthe right of peoples to self-determ nation, and scrupul ous
respect of the principle of refraining in international relations fromthe

threat or use of force, as specified in the Declaration on Principles of
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International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation anmong States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by the
General Assenbly in its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,

Gui ded al so by the provisions of article 1 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which affirmthat all peoples have the
right to self-determ nation

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Declaration on the

Granting of |Independence to Colonial Countries and peoples, adopted by the
CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960,

Gui ded by the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of
Action (A/ CONF.157/23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, and
in particular Part 1, paragraphs 2 and 3, relating to the right to
sel f-determ nation of all peoples and especially those subject to foreign
occupati on,

Recal ling Security Council resolutions 183 (1963) of 11 Decenber 1963
and 218 (1965) of 23 Novenber 1965, which affirnmed the interpretation of the
principle of self-determ nation as laid down in General Assenbly
resolution 1514 (XV),

Recalling also CGeneral Assenbly resolutions 181 A and B (I1) of
29 Novenber 1947 and 194 (111) of 11 Decenber 1948, as well as all other

resol uti ons which confirmand define the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
people, particularly their right to self-determ nation w thout externa
interference and to the establishment of their independent State on their
nati onal soil, especially Assenbly resolutions ES-7/2 of 29 July 1980 and
37/86 E of 20 Decenber 1982

Reaffirm ng its previous resolutions in this regard, including the
| atest, resolution 1996/5 of 11 April 1996,

Bearing in mnd the reports and recomrendati ons of the Comrittee on the

Exerci se of the Inalienable Ri ghts of the Pal estinian People submitted to the
Security Council and the General Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the right of the Pal estinian people to self-determination in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the relevant United Nations
resol utions and decl arations, and the provisions of international covenants

and instrunments relating to the right to self-determ nation as an
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international principle and as a right of all peoples in the world, as it is a
jus cogens in international |aw,

Recalling that the foreign occupation by the arnmed forces of a State of
the territory of another State constitutes an obstacle to and a grave
viol ation of human rights according to Part |, paragraph 30, of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programe of Action, and an act of aggression and a crine
agai nst the peace and security of mankind, according to General Assenbly
resolution 3314 (XXI X) of 14 Decenber 1974,

Wel coming the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Governnent
Arrangenents signed by the Governnent of Israel and the Pal estine Liberation
Organi zation in Washi ngton on 13 Septenber 1993, and the followi ng agreenents
ai med at enabling the Pal estinian people to achieve their national rights,
and, principally, their right to self-determ nation free of externa
i ntervention,

l. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to
sel f-determ nati on wi thout external interference;

2. Calls upon Israel to conply with its obligations under the Charter
of the United Nations and the principles of international law, and to w thdraw
fromthe Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem and the other Arab
territories which it has occupied since 1967 by mlitary force, in accordance
with the relevant United Nations resolutions, so as to enable the Pal estinian
people to exercise their universally recognized right to self-determ nation

3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmt the present resol ution
to the Governnment of Israel and all other CGovernnments, to distribute it on the
wi dest possible scale and to nake avail able to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
prior to the convening of its fifty-fourth session, all information pertaining
to the inplenentation of the present resolution by the Government of |srael

4, Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth
session the itementitled “The right of peoples to self-determnation and its
application to peoples under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign
occupation” and to consider the situation in occupi ed Pal estine under that

item as a matter of high priority.

26t h neeting
26 March 1997

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 28 votes to 1
with 21 abstentions. See chap. VII.]
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1997/5. Question of Western Sahara

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Havi ng consi dered the question of Western Sahar a,

Reaffirm ng the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determ nation
and i ndependence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations and in General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV)
of 14 Decenber 1960, containing the Declaration on the G anting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es,

Recalling its earlier resolutions, the latest of which is
resolution 1996/6 of 11 April 1996

Recalling also the agreenent in principle given on 30 August 1988 by the

Ki ngdom of Morocco and the Frente Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de

Saguia el-Hanra y de Rio de Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and the then Chairman of the Assenbly of Heads of State and
Governnment of the Organization of African Unity, in the framework of their

joint mssion of good offices,

Recal ling further Security Council resolutions 658 (1990)
of 27 June 1990 and 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991, by which the Council approved
the settlenent plan for Western Sahar a,

Recalling all the Security Council resolutions relating to the
guestion of Western Sahara, in particular resolutions 621 (1988)
of 20 Septenber 1988, 725 (1991) of 31 Decenmber 1991, 809 (1993)
of 2 March 1993, 907 (1994) of 29 March 1994, 973 (1995) of 13 January 1995,
995 (1995) of 26 May 1995, 1002 (1995) of 30 June 1995, 1017 (1995)
of 22 Septenber 1995, 1033 (1995) of 19 Decenmber 1995 and 1042 (1996)
of 31 January 1996, as well as all the General Assenbly resolutions relating
to the question of Western Sahara,

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the ceasefire in

Western Sahara on 6 Septenmber 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the
Secretary-Ceneral, and stressing the inportance it attaches to the nmaintenance
of the ceasefire as an integral part of the settlement plan

Reaffirm ng the responsibility of the United Nations towards the people
of Western Sahara, as provided for in the settlenment plan

Taking note of Security Council resolution 1056 (1996) of 29 May 1996,
by which the Council decided to suspend the work of the Identification

Commi ssi on and supported the proposal of the Secretary-General to reduce the
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strength of the military conponent of the United Nations Mssion for the
Ref erendum in Western Sahara, owing to the absence of progress in the
i mpl enentati on of the settlenent plan

Seriously concerned about the risks that this inpasse has on the

i mpl enmentati on process of the settlenent plan for the holding of a free, fair
and inmpartial referendumfor self-deternination of the people of
Western Sahara and on the peace and stability of the region

Stressing the inportance and useful ness of direct tal ks between the
Ki ngdom of Morocco and the Frente Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de
Saguia el-Hanra y de Rio de Oro in order to create the atnosphere of nutua
confidence necessary for overcom ng the obstacles to the inplenmentation of the
settl enent plan,

Recal ling that the General Assenbly has exam ned the relevant chapter of
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
I mpl ement ati on of the Declaration on the Ganting of |Independence to Col onia
Countries and Peoples (A/51/23 (Part V), chap. |X)

Havi ng al so _exam ned the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/51/428),

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General

2. Reiterates its support for further efforts of the

Secretary-Ceneral for the organization and supervision by the United Nations,
in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, of a referendum for
sel f-determ nation of the people of Western Sahara, in conformty with
Security Council resolutions 658 (1990) and 690 (1991), by which the Counci
adopted the settlenent plan for Western Sahar a;

3. Reaffirms that the goal on which all were agreed consists of the
hol ding of a free, fair and inpartial referendumfor the people of
Western Sahara, organi zed and conducted by the United Nations, in cooperation
with the Organization of African Unity and without any mlitary or
adm nistrative constraints, in conformty with the settlenent plan

4, Expresses its serious concern about the persistent obstacles to

the inplenentation of the settlenent plan
5. Notes that the Ceneral Assenbly has taken note of Security Counci
resolution 1056 (1996), by which the Council decided to suspend the

i dentification process and to reduce the strength of the mlitary component of
the United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin Western Sahara, owing to the

absence of progress in the inplenentation of the settlenent plan
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6. Reaffirms the responsibility of the United Nations towards the
peopl e of Western Sahara, as provided for in the settlenment plan, and in this
regard fully subscribes to the commitment of the Security Council and the
Secretary-Ceneral concerning the fulfilnment of their respective mandates,
consisting of the holding of a free, fair and inpartial referendum for
sel f-determ nation of the people of Wstern Sahara;

7. Declares its conviction of the inportance and useful ness of direct

contacts between the two parties, with a viewto overconing their differences
and creating propitious conditions for the speedy and effective inplenentation
of the settlement plan, and encourages in this regard the Kingdom of Morocco
and the Frente Popul ar para |a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el-Hanra y de Rio de Oo
to start direct tal ks as soon as possible;

8. Notes that the General Assenbly has requested the Speci al
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
to continue to consider the situation in Western Sahara, bearing in mnd the
ongoi ng referendum process, and to report thereon to the Assenbly at its
fifty-second session;

9. Decides to follow the devel opment of the situation in
Western Sahara and to consider the question at its fifty-fourth session, as a
matter of high priority, under the agenda itementitled “The right of peoples
to self-determ nation and its application to peoples under colonial or alien

domi nation or foreign occupation”

26t h neeting

26 March 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VII.]

1997/6. Mddl e East peace process

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1996/7 of 11 April 1996
Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
. adopted by the r nference on Human Ri ghts,
(A CONF. 157/ 23) ad db he World Conf H Ri gh

Recal ling further the convening of the International Peace Conference on
the Mddle East in Madrid on 30 Cctober 1991, on the basis of Security Counci
resol utions 242 (1967) of 22 Novenber 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 Cctober 1973,

and the subsequent bilateral negotiations, as well as the neetings of the
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mul til ateral working groups, and noting with satisfaction the broad
i nternational support for the peace process,

Noting the continuing positive participation of the United Nations as an
extraregi onal participant in the work of the nultilateral working groups,

Recalling the Declaration on Measures to Elinminate Internationa
Terrori sm annexed to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 49/60 of 9 Decenber 1994, in
whi ch the Assenbly declared that acts, nethods and practices of terrorism
constituted a grave violation of the purpose and principles of the
United Nations, and m ght pose a threat to international peace and security,
jeopardi ze friendly relations anong States, hinder international cooperation
and aimat the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedonms and the
denocratic bodi es of society,

1. Stresses the inportance of, and the need for, achieving a

conprehensive, just and | asting peace in the Mddl e East;

2. Enphasi zes that the achi evenment of such a peace is vital to the
full inplementation of human rights in all areas;
3. Wl cones the peace process started in Madrid and supports the

subsequent bil ateral negotiations;

4, Al so wel cones the Protocol concerning the Redepl oynent in Hebron

of 15 January 1997 signed by the Governnent of Israel and the Pal estine
Li berati on Organi zation, and the subsequent redeploynent of Israeli troops
fromparts of Hebron;

5. Further wel cones the rel ease of female Pal estinian prisoners from

Israeli detention as a confidence-buil ding nmeasure;

6. Calls upon all parties to protect the human rights and well-being
of all detained persons under their control

7. Supports the declaration adopted at the Sunmt of Peacenakers held
at Sharm El Shei k, Egypt, on 13 March 1996, which had as its objectives
enhanci ng the peace process, pronoting security and combating terrorism and
condemms terrorist attacks in the Mddl e East which seek to undermi ne the
peace process and which have caused loss of |ife and injuries;

8. Calls upon all parties to work to advance a free civil society,
under the rule of |aw

9. Calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to continue to nmake

avail abl e, on request, its programme of advisory services and technica
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assistance to the Palestinian Authority, and invites Governnents to continue
to contribute to the programe;

10. Expresses its full support for the achievenents of the peace

process thus far, in particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Sel f - Gover nnent Arrangements, signed on 13 Septenber 1993 by the Government of
I srael and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization, the representative of the
Pal esti ni an people, the subsequent Agreenent on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho
Area, signed on 4 May 1994 by the CGovernnment of Israel and the Pal estine
Li berati on Organi zation, their 29 August 1994 Agreenent on the Preparatory
Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities, the Interim Agreenment on the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, of 28 Septenber 1995, the Protocol concerning the
Redepl oyment in Hebron signed on 15 January 1997, the Agreenent between |srae
and Jordan on the Common Agenda, of 14 Septenber 1993, the Washi ngton
Decl arati on signed by Jordan and Israel on 25 July 1994, and the Jordan-Israe
Treaty of Peace of 26 October 1994, which constitute inportant steps in
achi eving a conprehensive, just and |asting peace in the Mddl e East, and
urges all parties to inplenent the agreenents reached;

11. Encour ages the continuation of negotiations on the inplenmentation
of the next stage of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Governnment

Arrangenents.

26t h nmeeting

26 March 1997

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VII.]



