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The neeting was called to order at 3.30 p.m

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND I N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF
LI VING FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI Cl ES AND THEI R
EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO
DEVEL OPMENT;

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C ORDER ON
THE ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT
THI'S REPRESENTS FCOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

(agenda item5) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/17-20, 106, 110, 112, 115 and 120;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 9, E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 12 and Corr.1 and 13;
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 11; A/ C. 3/51/6)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 6)
(continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/21, and 22; E/CN.4/1997/NGJ 2 and 32)

1. M. DOMMEN (World Organi zation against Torture), having recalled that
violations of human rights not inputable to the State or its agents did not
fall within the renit of bodies such as the Commi ssion, said that the changing
role of the State was nmaking it nore difficult to decide when a State's
responsi bility was engaged. The State's withdrawal from sonme of its
traditional responsibilities, such as security, could lead to situations in
which it was uncl ear whether, juridically speaking, human rights violations
had taken place if, for exanple, human rights violations were commtted by
private security forces, whose creation the State had encouraged, or by its
own security forces when they were being paid by a corporation

2. The wi thdrawal of the State from sone of its traditional social
functions could | eave people with no choice but to steal, or otherw se break
the law, to survive. |If the State's security forces, private security forces

or official forces acting in an unofficial capacity, such as death squads,
intervened in a manner that disregarded the human rights of the | awbreakers,
it could be argued that, in all three cases, the roots of the action lay in
the State's withdrawal from social activities and that there was consequently,
a violation of human rights.

3. It would be nobst unjust if the insistence on reducing State
responsibility and the privatization of certain activities renmoved them from
the scrutiny of international human rights bodies. However, as the State

wi t hdrew, other actors were energing to take over sone of its forner
responsibilities. Many respectable |arge corporations were willing to

i ncorporate human rights provisions into their codes of conduct, and the
Commi ssion should take a greater interest in such efforts.
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4, As privatization increasingly affected human rights activities, the

i nternational community could either retain its interest in areas that had
fallen outside its anmbit due to the shrinkage of State responsibility, or it
could urge States to continue to exercise their traditional responsibilities.
In either case, the essential need to protect human rights remai ned
undi m ni shed.

5. Ms. de VOS van STEENW JK (I nternational Myvenent ATD Fourth Worl d)
warmy comended the report of the Special Rapporteur on human rights and
extrene poverty (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1996/13) which marked a turning point in the
approach of the United Nations to poverty since he had turned for information,
not to university experts, but to the poor thenselves. Only a few countries,
urged on by non-governnental organi zations (NGOs) and individuals, had adopted
such a direct approach while, at the international |evel, only the Comm ssion
had taken up the challenge to go directly to the poorest of the “peopl es of
the United Nations”.

6. The report, which showed conclusively that the poor were not a threat

to peace but, on the contrary, hungered for peace and justice, should be
transmtted to the General Assenbly. The help of all United Nations bodies
and speci alized agenci es should be enlisted, and the Hi gh Commi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts shoul d becone the focal point for all relevant action and
programes. Her own organization would publicize the report throughout the
worl d and would do everything in its power, in cooperation with the Comm ssion
and other NGOs, to defend the human rights of the poor. Every step towards
eradi cating poverty was another step towards guaranteei ng the fundanenta
rights of all people.

7. Ms. G RMA (African Association of Education for Devel opnment) said
that the optional protocol drafted by the Cormittee on Econom ¢, Social and
Cultural Rights should be adopted. There was no need to | ook further than
people's daily lives to understand that those rights and civil and politica
rights were interdependent. She fully agreed with the Special Rapporteur on
the rel ati onship between human rights and inconme distribution that the right
to equal opportunities was a decisive factor in securing the full enjoynent
of econom c, social and cultural rights and that its absence led to manifest
di scrimnation and violation of the rights of individuals

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 14) .

8. The nost serious abuses of economic, social and cultural rights were
occurring in crisis-stricken areas, such as Eastern Europe, the Bal kans and
sonme parts of Africa, where | arge nunbers of people had been displaced and
had | ost hones and possessions as a result of ethnic discrimnation. 1In
Africa, such discrimnation, openly practised by some Governnents but covert
everywhere, made a nmockery of equal opportunities. Jobs were allocated, and
even religious | eaders nom nated, on the basis of ethnic origin. The regine
of economic l|iberalization inposed by the International Mnetary Fund (1 M)
afforded a pretext both for sacking enpl oyees consi dered undesirable and for
grabbing the reins of power, as corporations passed fromthe control of the
State into the hands of nmenbers of the domi nant ethnic group. Discrimnation
in land distribution was driving nore people into the overcrowded cities.
Such practices resulted also in emgration flows, whereby Africa was |osing
some of its best brains and skilled manpower.
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9. M. BONARDI (International League for the Rights and Liberation of
Peopl es) said that the Hel ns-Burton Act was the latest United States attenpt
to underm ne Cuba's econom c sovereignty and prevent it fromtrading with
third countries. United States interference in Cuba's donmestic affairs

was far fromnew it had occurred regularly since the early days of the
twentieth century. The Helns-Burton Act violated the human rights of the
Cuban people, was in breach of nunerous international agreenments, including
the Charter of the United Nations, and had been condemmed by a host of
countries. He urged the Commi ssion to take steps to re-establish the status
guo ante, so that Cubans would be free to conduct their economic affairs

wi t hout outside interference.

10. He al so urged the Commission to take steps to alleviate the harm caused
by the embargo i nposed on Iraq, which was seriously affecting the nost
vul nerabl e groups in that country.

11. Ms. BRIDEL (International Association of Denocratic Lawers) said

that the Hel ms-Burton Act not only underm ned the sovereignty and right to
sel f-determ nati on of the Cuban people, but also threatened the sovereignty
and legitimate interests of other States, and was a breach of internationa

| aw. The enbargo against Iraq al so contravened international |aw, and was
tantanmount to genocide. Vital foodstuffs and nedicines were not reaching the
civilian population, and children were dying by the hundred. She urged the
Commi ssion to do everything in its power to renmedy both situations.

12. M. VITTORI (Pax Christi International) said that a cl ose exam nation

of econom c, social and cultural rights in the devel oping countries raised a
whol e range of problens in the areas of nutrition, health, the environment and
so on, often against a backdrop of unenploynent. The inpact of an unjust

i nternati onal econonic order on those countries was plain to see. Mreover,
the idea that a fair balance woul d sonehow enmerge fromthe clash of selfish
interests was a perverse fallacy, as w tnessed by past historical events.

13. The starting point for any solution to the grow ng problem of poverty
must be the realities and aspirations of the individuals concerned, a
recogni ti on of human beings behind the mass of statistics. The existing
economi c, social and political system wth its continued idolization of

mar ket forces, was intolerable; human beings nmust cone first. A world nust be
establ i shed where human dignity and a fairer distribution of wealth received
greater attention. A profound change was needed in the way people thought, a
change to which the NGOs and churches could make a great contribution. In
that regard, he recalled the contribution of the social encyclicals in which
for over a century, the successive Popes had been warning of the dangers of
econom c liberalismand nmaterialismand questioning the dom nance of
capitalism

14. Ms. AVELLA (Wonen's International Denocratic Federation) said she agreed
with the Special Rapporteur on human rights and extrene poverty that such
poverty was the world's nost efficient and pitiless executioner, particularly
of wonen, children and ol d people. However, despite the best intentions of
the international conmunity, poverty had increased in the past 10 years in
Africa and Latin America, while Europe was w tnessing the social consequences
of poverty in places |like Al bania.
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15. One of the reasons for the wi dening gap between devel oped and devel opi ng
countries was that, in the past, the fornmer had benefited from protectionism
and State intervention at a tinme when the rigid discipline of the market place
was being inposed on the devel oping countries by the Bretton Wods
institutions.

16. Transnational corporations bore both direct and indirect responsibility
for serious violations of econom c, social and cultural rights. The

Commi ssion should do its utnost to prevent those corporations frominterfering
in the internal affairs of the countries in which they operated and from

col |l aborating with racist regines and col onial adm nistrations.

17. Her organization supported the incorporation of the right to devel opnent
in the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
initiative of the Cormittee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights for an
optional protocol to that Convention. It also endorsed the proposal to extend
by one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the question of the

i mpunity of the perpetrators of violations of economic, social and cultura
rights.

18. M_. NARANG (I ndian Council of Education) said that, while poverty was no
| onger associated solely with the countries of the South, such countries stil
accounted for the mpjority of the world s poor. The continuing waste of
resources and their diversion towards objectives that had little to do with

i mproving the |Iot of the poverty-stricken nasses was a crine of which
Governnents in both rich and poor countries were guilty.

19. Despite its efforts to achieve economc reform India continued to have
a high infant nortality rate and low |ife expectancy. Traditional cultura
norms and a |low | evel of general awareness still stood in the way of materia
progress. |Its reform programe therefore needed extensive resource inputs
together with foreign investment and technol ogy.

20. The current stagnation in foreign aid flows and the inmposing of
conditions which failed to take account of their social inpact were a major

i npedi ment to the economic initiatives needed by the devel oping world. The

i nternational comunity should encourage the fornulation of multisectora
programes for poverty reduction; unite to put an end to armed conflicts
wor | dwi de whi ch consuned badly needed resources; prevail upon the rich nations
to assist the poor ones to inprove their living standards wi thout setting any
conditions; nobilize all actors in the devel opnment process, starting with the
comuni ty organi zati ons of poor people; enpower the poor through credit and
sel f-enpl oyment schenes and encourage States to restructure their
institutional and legal structures to ensure that the benefits of devel opnent
reached all segnents of society.

21. Ms. SLESZYNSKA (Christian Denocratic International) said that her

organi zati on deplored the trade enbargo i nposed by the United States on

Cuba and, in particular, the Helns-Burton Act directed at third countries

mai ntai ning trade relations with Cuba. The enbargo hurt the Cuban people nore
than it did the Governnent, which found it a useful excuse for past failures
and for restrictions on the | east favoured classes. Hence the calls from
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denocratic organi zati ons and i ndependent groups inside Cuba, and the country's
bi shops, to the United States Adm nistration and Congress to rai se the embargo
i medi ately, at least with regard to food and nedici ne.

22. M . HALEPOTA (Liberation) said that the arbitrary division between civi
and political rights, on the one hand, and economic, social and cultura
rights, on the other, was m sleading and had proved to be detrinmental. As
shown by the events in Albania, civil and political stability was predicated
upon social and econonmic rights. The new world order, in which profit-making
seemed to have overtaken all nmoral and humanitarian val ues, was creating nore
problems than it resolved. For exanple, in the conflict between dockers in
Li verpool and their enployers, the latter's actions clearly violated the

I nternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights and the

Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts.

23. Econom ¢, social and cultural rights were also being violated on a | arge
scal e in Sindh, Pakistan, where the situation described in an NGO statenment
submtted to the Cormission's fiftieth session (E/ CN. 4/1994/ NGO 56) conti nued
to prevail. His organization strongly supported the reconmendati on contai ned
in the concl udi ng paragraphs of that docunment and appealed to the

i nternational comunity to support the Sindhis' peaceful struggle against the
neo-col oni al i zati on and occupation of their |and and massacre of their people.

24. Ms. YRGAARD (Wbnen's International League for Peace and Freedom said
that attention needed to be focused on the situation of the so-called “new
poor, a category which had recently emerged in sonme industrialized countries
as a result of the abolition of legislation to protect |abour rights and the
“l ow- wage strategy” adopted by the countries in question. Wulnerable groups
such as single nothers, mgrant workers and unskilled workers were
particularly affected and an active social-investnment strategy was needed to
prevent the problem becom ng a chronic one. Structural adjustment neasures
pronmoted by international financial institutions also entailed significant
soci al costs for the poorest sectors of society, especially wonen.

25. One of the nmain issues to be considered by the Wrking Goup on the

Ri ght to Devel opment was thus how to reverse the trend towards increasing
poverty and extrene poverty, which constituted a denial of basic human rights
for major sections of the world population. 1In preparing neasures to

i rpl enment and pronote the right to devel opnent, the Working Goup should seek
the cooperation of United Nations agenci es and organi zati ons, as well as of
NGOs and i ndividuals, including wonen, and should seek alternatives to the
policies promoted by the Bretton Wods institutions.

26. M. MASUD (Wbrld Muslim Congress) said that peoples under foreign
occupation and alien domnation were at a particul ar di sadvantage in ternms of
the right to developnent. 1In the specific case of Indian-held Kashmr, the
occupyi ng power had made sure that Kashmiris remained a backward people. They
had plundered the territory's wealth, with the result that Kashmr ranked near
the bottom of the areas under Indian jurisdiction in terns of the physica
quality of Iife and other social and econonmic indicators. Education
especi al ly higher education, had also suffered heavily as a result of

t he occupati on.
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27. Hi s organi zation called upon the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on
the Right to Devel opnent to give special consideration to the issue and submt
concrete recommendations in its next report. A clear message should go out
fromthe Commi ssion to India demandi ng that the Kashmri people be granted
their right to devel opnent and no | onger be denied their econonic, social and
cultural rights.

28. M. PARREI RA (Angola) said that because of its recent history, his
country attached great inportance to respect for human rights including the
right to developnment. It had acceded to many human rights instrunents,

i ncluding the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, the African Charter on Human
and Peoples' Rights, the Convention for the Elimnation of Mercenarismin
Africa, the International Convention against the Recruitnent, Use, Financing
and Training of Mercenaries, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

29. H s Government was attenpting to make peace and reconciliation a reality
for all Angolans, in the conviction that tol erance and di al ogue shoul d repl ace
the mstrust and arbitrary action of the past. |Its efforts had been

recogni zed throughout the world. It was, however, aware that there was stil

a long way to go and, in that spirit, it had proposed at the 1996 Sunmt of
African Heads of State that an African human rights conference should be
convened.

30. The Organi zation of African Unity (OAU) had decided to convene such a
conference in 1998. That showed Africa's determ nation to achieve respect for
human rights at every level. The OAU had already begun to prepare for the
conference, with the support of all the African countries, and he appealed to
all States, the Conmission and the Centre for Human Rights to provide the
necessary political, noral and material support to make the conference a
success.

31. The CHAIRMAN invited the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commi ssion
on human rights and extreme poverty to introduce his final report

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 13), on the understanding that the invitation did not
create a precedent for special rapporteurs of the Sub-Commi ssion and had
no financial inplications, since M. Despouy was already in Geneva.

32. M . DESPOUY (Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commi ssion) said that he had
tried as far as possible to avoid acadenic or legal jargon in his report and
to stress in human terns how i nmportant the issue of human rights and extrene
poverty was. The extent of poverty worldw de was nassive and the situation
was getting worse. The latest estinate was that there were as many as

2 billion people living in extrenme poverty, and not just in the devel oping
countries, although naturally there were fewer in the developed world. In
sonme ways, extrene poverty had nore inpact than war, and there was in fact a
i nk between poverty and war, since many arnmed conflicts arose as a result of
extreme poverty.

33. The probl em was such that it placed an obligation on the whol e
i nternational comunity. Africa was worse affected, but poverty was al so
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increasing in Latin Anerica, both relatively and absolutely; only in Asia had
the i nmproved econonic performance in such large countries as China and India
led to a relative decline in poverty.

34. Hs report also tried to evaluate the activities of the various

organi zations of the United Nations system There was contrast, for exanple,
between the contribution of the United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP),
whi ch took account of human rights as well as the econom ¢ consequences of
devel opnent, and the I MF, which still tended to ignore activities with a
soci al content. Such divergences of approach should be a matter of concern to
all menbers of the United Nations famly, especially when 1997-2006 had been
proclaimed the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty.

35. Extrenme poverty had often been perceived as sinply an econom c probl em
but it was inportant to viewit froma human standpoint. A person's living
and working conditions had a direct affect on the quality of the work itself.
It was thus essential to take every aspect of life and not merely the
econom c, into account. Another inportant factor was the tendency to

i nherited extrene poverty, fromwhich people could escape only if they secured
genui ne recognition of their human rights, with access to |legal renedies. The
work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child showed what abuses could
occur in the absence of such access. Extrenme poverty involved just as great a
deprivation of rights and social freedons as slavery or apartheid, except that
the former had been practised institutionally, whereas poverty was endem c
Removal of the institutional practices enabled individuals to recover their
rights.

36. He urged the international conmunity to read his report and adopt his
recommendat i ons concerning both national policy and international action
Wil e the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts coul d propose the adoption

of permanent measures to mark the Decade, such neasures should reflect a

mul ti di mensi onal consideration of poverty rather than any one aspect of it.
Policies al one were not enough. The spread of extrenme poverty nust first be
halted and then policies could be put in place to nake up the ground that had
been | ost.

37. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the right to devel opnent presupposed

a restructuring of international econom c relations on the basis of nmutua

i nterest and consensus. The devel opi ng countries' econom c vulnerability,
reflected in the steady deterioration of their social and econom c indicators,
was responsible for rising social discontent which, in turn, constituted a

per manent source of political instability. Relations between the devel oped
and devel oping worl ds were nore than ever marked by disparity at the econom c,
social, political and cultural |evels, the inbalance having actually increased
since the ending of the cold war

38. The North-South Di al ogue had petered out in the 1980s when the North
had | ost interest in developing the South. Wth econom c gl obalization, the
devel opi ng countries had had to contend with nore obstacles to achieving
access to international trade and technology, as well as with an increasing
external debt burden. It was in that context that the creditor countries
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currently sought to establish unilaterally a new international agenda based
on their own security concerns and a new institutional econom c agenda, while
si mul taneously attacking the clainms and concerns of the South.

39. Sone devel oped countries, indeed, asserted that the devel oping countries
were so heterogeneous that the concept of a “South” was neaningless. Such

fal se 1 ogi c exacerbated the problem faced by the underdevel oped countries in
their struggle with the extrene poverty of their people, which was greatly
aggravated by structural adjustnment progranmes.

40. North-South relations could not change unl ess the devel oped world
rethought its practices and policies. There could be no real peace in the
world, or prosperity in the North, unless econom c growh was accelerated in
the South. Degradation of the environnent, drug trafficking and organized
transnational crinme were anong the problens that could be tackled only on the
basis of equal rights to developnent for all. The interdependence of nationa
situations called for international solidarity, which should be expressed in

a serious and constructive dial ogue covering such crucial questions as
structural adjustnent, debt and devel opment financing, equitable participation
in international trade and access to technol ogy.

41. Maj or di fferences of approach to the right to devel opment woul d have to
be overcone if solidarity was to be achieved. |In the first place, while the
devel opi ng countries considered the econom ¢ and social aspects of devel opnent
to be indivisible, sonme of the npbst devel oped countries thought that socia
devel opnent coul d take pl ace independently of econom c and fi nanci al

devel opnent. Secondly, by placing denocratization and respect for human
rights at the centre of the devel opnment process, some countries hoped to

mask the imbal ances brought about by col onial donination and ignore the

i nternational econonmic order. Thirdly, the devel oped countries were stil
reluctant to allocate an adequate percentage of their GNP to devel opment and
still dismssed the idea of coordinating the activities of the United Nations
system and the Bretton Wods institutions.

42. The role of the United Nations was dimnishing and the invol venent of
the Bretton Whods institutions increasing, as far as poverty was concerned.
The devel opi ng countries therefore urged that there should be adequate
coordi nati on between the I M and the World Bank, on the one hand, and the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the Ceneral Assenbly, on the other. The
cruci al inportance of such coordination would be reinforced if the Econom c
and Social Council were replaced by an econonic security council

43. Urgent action was required fromthe United Nations institutions to
deal with the problens arising fromthe huge international inbalances.

Mul til ateral action nust be expanded, not contracted. Such action should
mai ntain respect for the social, cultural and spiritual identity of every
peopl e and nation and the right to devel opnent should be given practica
expression. Oherw se, poverty and social insecurity would aggravate stil
further the risks to stability and even peace in sone parts of the world.

44, It was to be hoped that the Wrking G oup woul d soon come up with some
practical recommendations and that a follow up body woul d be established.
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In that connection, he appl auded the work of the International Commi ssion of
Jurists in the defence of all human rights, w thout which the potential of the
human bei ng could not be fully realized.

45. M. GORKUN- VOEVODA (Russi an Federation) said that, just as economc
grow h was all but unthinkable under a totally repressive reginme, there could
be no triunmph of denobcracy in a country where poverty reigned. Moreover,
deprivation of a range of human rights could lead to the collapse of civi
order, as shown by the occurrences in southern Europe. The situation was a
serious one that should be pondered deeply by the international financia
institutions, donors and all those concerned with the inplenmentation and
devel opnent of denocracy.

46. | nadequat e econonmic growth and the debt burden were an obstacle to the
uni versal inplenentation of social and econonmic rights. A new approach was
called for and coul d be achieved through neasures to achieve conpliance with
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts and other human rights nechani sns shoul d be
guided in all their activities - including crisis prevention - by the
principle of the equality of all human rights.

47. International trade pronoted the realization of social and economc
rights by creating new jobs, encouraging higher budget allocations for socia
needs and increasing the well-being of society. Unilateral, discrimnatory
action was therefore unacceptable, since it ran counter to internationally
accepted standards of free trade and investnment, as well as exceedi ng nationa
jurisdiction. It was also essential to ensure that damage to a target
country, or to third countries, as the result of the inmposition of sanctions
was kept to a mnimum

48. The end of the cold war had prom sed to strengthen econom c cooperation
and the social and econom ¢ foundations of young denocracies in Europe and to
reorient the defence industry to nmeet the needs of the consumer market.
However, new areas of confrontation had arisen. |In particular, ethnic origin
was used as a pretext for arbitrarily depriving people of their rights under
the International Covenants.

49. He agreed with the High Comn ssioner that the right to devel opment was
becom ng an increasingly inportant tool for fighting social, econonic and
cultural deprivation. The right to work and to have adequate food was just as
i nportant for a denocracy as the right to vote. The Comni ssion's discussions
on devel opnent shoul d be marked by constructive dial ogue and a spirit of
conprom se rather than confrontation and rhetoric. The inclusion of the

right to devel opnment as a subprogramme of the nediumterm plan for 1998-2001
suitably reflected the inportance of that right for 85 per cent of the world's
popul ati on.

50. M. ARBOGAST (United States of Anerica) said that there was a strong
correl ati on between devel opnent and the freedomof civil and politica
institutions. The npst prosperous nations were the free-market denocracies.
Human rights and fundanental freedonms were the building bl ocks of devel opnent,
as the Vienna Decl aration had recogni zed.
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51. Consequently, only a fully integrated approach could | ead to sustainable
devel opnent. His country's devel opnent programes thus addressed a wi de range
of interlocking issues, including the need to strengthen the rule of |aw,
respect for human rights, conpetitive political processes, free nmedia and
account abl e government institutions. The integrated approach ensured the
sustainability of both denocracy and devel opnent.

52. In line with the goal of conprehensive enpowernment, many of his
country's devel opment progranmes targeted wonmen and ot her di sadvant aged
groups. In sone areas of developnent, the United States had drawn practica

| essons fromthe experience of other countries, including devel opi ng ones.
Because resources were linmted, devel opment progranmes nust be
results-oriented. The progress nmade since the abolition of apartheid in
South Africa and the restoration of denpocracy in Haiti and the Central and
Eastern European countries confirmed that freedom was the basis for

devel opnent .

53. Devel opnment assi stance was al so a neans of preventing destabilizing
conflict and rebuilding war-torn societies. |In such cases, it nust take into
account crisis prevention and conflict resolution, the need for such countries
to come to terns with their past and to rebuild governnental and civic
institutions such as the justice and banki ng systens and the need to neet
basi ¢ humani tari an needs while laying the foundations for sustainable,

| ong-term sol utions. Mbzanbi que, El Sal vador and Canbodi a exenplified the
success of such conprehensive devel opnent strategies.

54. At its preceding session, the Commi ssion had established the

I ntergovernnmental Group of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent to propose
practical measures in that area. He hoped that the Conm ssion would al so
adopt a realistic and results-oriented approach and nmove beyond the sterile
debates that had wasted its tinme for nuch too long. It could no |onger be
argued that individual rights could not be realized until a country had
devel oped, since only freedom not repression, could |ead to sustainable
devel opnent .

55. M. GONZALEZ MARCHANTE (Cuba) said that sonme countries stubbornly
continued to pronote political and civil rights at the expense of econonic,
social and cultural ones. The inprovenment of certain macroeconom ¢ indicators
as a result of neo-liberal fornmulas had created a false optimsmin the

devel opi ng world which ignored the high social costs of such growth, though
even the World Bank had cone to recognize that those policies had serious
consequences, including the exacerbation of poverty.

56. In the developing world, mllions of people, nost of them children
continued to die of curable diseases; over one third of all children were

mal nouri shed; and the child nortality rate was nearly six tinmes the rate in
devel oped countries. Sone 800 mllion people suffered from hunger, and it was
estimated that half the popul ati on of sub-Saharan Africa would be living in
extrene poverty by the year 2000.

57. The econom c policies foisted upon the devel oping countries through
adj ust ment programes designed by the mgjor international financial



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ SR. 17
page 13

institutions yielded benefits for a select few, while w dening inconme

di sparities and bringi ng unenpl oynent and margi nalization to alarm ng |evels.
Al t hough CGovernnents appeared to agree on the urgency of fighting poverty,
there was a | arge gap between their words and their deeds. The internationa
comunity had reduced the amount of avail able financial resources and attached
further conditions to sources of funding, which only conplicated the socia
difficulties of the devel oping countries.

58. Significantly, only 10 to 15 per cent of the Wrld Bank's projects

i ncl uded soci al inpact assessnents. The United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) had estimated that only 7 per cent of bilateral aid
and 16 per cent of multilateral aid for poverty alleviation was allocated to
proj ects concerning basic social needs (basic education, primary health care,
drinking water, sanitation and nutrition), because the donor Governnments had
other priorities which they considered nore inportant.

59. External debt continued to weigh heavily on the econom es of devel oping
countries and to draw off nuch of their incone. The Hi gh Conmm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts should play an active role in pronoting international dial ogue
and cooperation and applying fornulas and nmechani sms to correct the negative
effects of adjustment policies on the enjoynment of all human rights.

Li kewi se, the guidelines devised by the working group on structural adjustnment
programes shoul d ensure that policies were truly ained at guaranteei ng

devel opnent.

60. He hoped that the Intergovernnental G oup of Experts on the Right to
Devel opment woul d build upon the experience of the Wrking Group on the Right
to Devel opnent its predecessor, and refrain fromattenpting to redefine the
principles laid down in the Declaration on the Ri ght to Devel opnent, when
proposi ng measures to ensure the full enjoynment of that right in all States.

Statenments in exercise of the right of reply

61. M . HERNANDEZ BASAVE (Mexico), referring to the statement by the
representative of the International Educational Devel opnent, Inc., on behalf
of the Mexican national human rights network “Todos | os Derechos para Todos”,
said that Mexico, with support fromforeign Governnments and the internationa
financial conmmunity, had overconme the acute financial and economc crisis

of late 1994. Recently, the country had repaid the remai nder of the debt
contracted with the United States in 1995 and had nmade two prepaynents to
the | MF.

62. In 1996, Mexico's GDP had risen by 5.1 per cent and enpl oynent |evels
had recovered, while inflation had fallen to half its 1995 rate. Gain and
sugar production had reached record levels, as a result of large investnents
in direct support of Mexican producers, and mllions of dollars had been spent
on inproving infrastructure and technology in the agricultural sector

63. Speci al care had been taken to neet the needs of the popul ation
especially the poorest groups, and to nmitigate the adverse effects of the
crisis, inter alia through subsidies for staple foods, job training and the
creation of tenporary enploynent. Hi s Governnment's ongoi ng programmes to
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combat extrenme poverty included the provision of free or subsidized food,
education and health care. Over 70 per cent of the Government's
poverty-reduction resources were used to devel op basic infrastructure,
especi al ly drinki ng-water and sewer systens, electric power, housing,
heal t h-care centres and school s.

64. Al t hough rmuch remai ned to be done to inprove the quality of |ife of al
Mexi cans, the Government was firmy committed to inproving the popul ation's
econom ¢ and social situation and to respecting the human rights and
fundament al freedons which had been recognized in the Constitution since
the country's independence.

65. M. MOUSSAEV (Observer for Azerbaijan) said that the statement by the
observer for Arnmenia exenplified, once again, that country's attenpts to
justify its aggression agai nst Azerbaijan and the crinmes agai nst humanity
perpetrated by the Arnenian arnmed forces. The obstacles to soci o-econom c
devel opnent nentioned in that statenent had not prevented Arnenia from
illegally occupying 20 per cent of Azerbaijan's territory, including
Nagor no- Kar abakh.

66. Arnmeni a was thereby causi ng devel opnent problens for the entire region
which it could resolve only by withdrawing fromall the occupied territories
and respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and the
ot her States of the region

67. Ms. CALLANGAN (Philippines) said that her del egation took exception to
par agraphs 41 and 44 of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the adverse
effects of the illicit nmovenent and dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products
and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights (E/CN. 4/1997/19). The inportation
of battery scrap into the Philippines was strictly regulated and a total ban
woul d be inposed at the end of 1997, in conformty with the Basel Convention
on the Control of Transboundary Myvenents of Hazardous Wastes and their

Di sposal. Only safely recyclable battery scrap was currently allowed into the
country, and the recycler was nonitored for conpliance with air quality, water
ef fluent and solid waste di sposal standards.

68. Wth respect to the allegations in paragraph 44, there was no evi dence
of acute poisoning or imediate threats to human health as a result of mne
wast e | eakage, and no evidence of trace nmetal contam nation or accumulation in
the Boac River that night pose toxicological risks. The tunnel |eak had been
seal ed and long-termrehabilitation efforts were under way. She also took
exception to the inplication of conspiracy between Placer Donme, Inc. and

t he Governments of devel oping countries, including the Philippines.

69. All special rapporteurs should verify the facts and avoi d naki ng
unsubstanti ated al |l egations, since their reports were often quoted in forums
where the Governments concerned had no opportunity to present their position

70. M. NAZARI AN (Qbserver for Arnmenia) said that the Conmi ssion was not the
appropriate forumfor discussion of the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh, which the
observer for Azerbaijan had raised. The security of that region nust be
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guaranteed. The actions and policies of Arnmenia and Nagorno- Karabakh arose
fromthe conviction, based on past experience, that Azerbaijan would inpose
amlitary solution if given the chance.

71. Arnmeni a's nei ghbours were threatening its political and economc
security and opportunities for econom c devel opnent and integration with the
rest of the world. It could not achieve devel opnent unless its relations with

its neighbours were nornmalized and the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh was
settled peacefully.

The neeting rose at 6.10 p. m




