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1997/ ... Question of the death penalty

The Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts

Recalling article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which

affirns the right of everyone to life, article 6 of the International Covenant

on G vi

| and Political Rghts and articles 6 and 37 (a) of the Convention on

the Rights of the Child,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of

the functional conm ssions of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.
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Recalling General Assenbly resolutions 2857 (XXVI) of 20 Decenber 1971
and 32/ 61 of 8 Decenber 1977 on capital punishment, as well as
resol uti on 44/128 of 15 Decenber 1989, in which the Assenbly adopted and
opened for signature, ratification and accession the Second Qptional Protoco
to the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts, aining at the
abolition of the death penalty,

Recal ling also Econom c and Social Council resolutions 1574 (L) of
20 May 1971, 1745 (LIV) of 16 May 1973, 1930 (LVII1) of 6 My 1975, 1984/50 of
25 May 1984, 1985/33 of 29 May 1985, 1989/ 64 of 24 NMay 1996, 1990/ 29 of
24 May 1990, 1990/51 of 24 July 1990 and 1996/ 15 of 23 July 1996,

Recalling further the report of the Secretary-GCGeneral on capita

puni shrent and i npl enentati on of the Saf eguards guaranteeing protection of the
rights of those facing the death penalty (E ON. 15/1996/19), which states that
there has been a considerable shift towards the abolition of the death

penal ty,

Vel coming the exclusion of capital punishrment fromthe penalties that
the International Gimnal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the
International Orimnal Tribunal for Rwnanda are authorized to inpose,

V| com ng the observation of the Human R ghts Conmittee, in its genera
comrent 6 of 27 July 1982 on article 6 of the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rghts, that the provisions contained in that article refer to
abolition of the death penalty in terms which strongly suggest that abolition
is desirable, and its affirmation that all neasures of abolition should be
considered as progress in the enjoynment of the right to life,

Deeply concerned that several countries inpose the death penalty in

disregard of the limtations provided for in the International Covenant on
Gvil and Political R ghts and the Convention on the Rights of the Child ,

Concerned also that several countries, in inposing the death penalty, do

not take into account the Safeguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of
those facing the death penalty, set out in the annex to Econom c and Soci al
Counci | resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984,

Gonvinced that abolition of the death penalty contributes to the
enhancenent of human dignity and to the progressive devel opment of human

rights,
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1. Calls upon all States parties to the Internati onal Covenant on
Gvil and Political R ghts that have not yet done so to consider acceding to
or ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Gvil and Political Rghts, aimng at the abolition of the death penalty;

2. Urges all States that still nmaintain the death penalty to conply
fully with their obligations under the International Covenant on Gvil and
Political Rights and the Convention on the Rghts of the Child, notably not to
i npose the death penalty for any but the nost serious crines, not to inpose it
for crimes committed by persons bel ow ei ghteen years of age, to exclude
pregnant woren from capital punishrment and to ensure the right to seek pardon
or commut ati on of sentence;

3. Calls upon all States that still maintain the death penalty to
observe the Saf eguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing
the death penalty, set out in the annex to Econonic and Social Council
resol uti on 1984/50 of 25 May 1984;

4. Calls upon all States that have not yet abolished the death
penalty progressively to restrict the nunber of offences for which the death
penal ty nay be inposed,

5. Also calls upon all States that have not yet abolished the death

penalty to consider suspending executions, with a viewto conpletely
abol i shing the death penalty;

6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conmission on
Human R ghts, in consultation with Governnments, specialized agencies and
i nt ergovernnental and non- governnental organi zations, a yearly suppl enent on
changes in |l aw and practice concerning the death penalty worldwi de to his
qui nquenni al report on capital punishment and inpl enentati on of the Safeguards

guaranteeing the protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty;

7. Calls upon States that still retain the death penalty to nake
avail able to the public infornmation with regard to the inposition of the death
penal ty;

8. Decides to continue consideration of the matter at its

fifty-fourth session under the sanme agenda item



