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’ ANNEX

STATUS OF NATIONAL MINORITIES IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
AND STATUS OF ETHNIC YUGOSLAVS IN SCME NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES

(5]

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is a multi-ethnical state, with
memcers o- national minorities and varied ethnic groups making up a‘mos: cne
third of its population. Under the Constitution, the Federal State and it
conscituent repudlics - the Republic of Serbia and the Rﬂpubllﬁ of Mocnten

- ars defined as states basad on eguality of all the citizeng, racher th

b 1w

State of the leading nation. In conformity with such determinaticn, all
citizens, Serbians cr Moncenegrinc or any national mincrity and sthnic griug,
enj0j an entirely identical volume of human rights and frsedoms as guara: i
under law.

However, the members of the 'minorities - individuals as well as
colisctive bedies, are guarantzed special rights, such as: the use of their

mcther-tongue and alphabet, the right to eaucatlon and media in their mcther-

tongue, the right to set up educational and cultural organizations or

associations, the rignt to establish and maintain unimpeded r=lations wizh tns

members Of their nationality within the courtry and beyond its kborders, ezc.
=

Under the Constituticn of the Federal Republic of Yugoslaviz, ths right o
national minorities to preserve, develop and express their sthrnic, linguistic
and cther characteristic features is rescognized and guaranteed, along wizh che

right to display their respective national symbols, in conformicy with
international law.

It is stipulated under the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Yugcslavia that the language and alphabet of national minorities shall ke :in
official use in the parts of the country where they live as a majority.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia considers that respect for the rights
of national minorities in the Balkan countries is crucial for confidence-
building and for the process of establishing good-neighbcurly relatiocns, peacs
and stability in the region. This position, reiterated by the highest
representatives of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on many occasions, has
particular weight in the Balkans, plagued with the legacy of its burdensome

past.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is guided by identical principlas in
its approach to the rights of segments of its nation living in the territory
of neighbouring countries and to the rights of segments of neighbouring
nations living in the Yugoslav territory. Proceeding from this approach, the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expresses legitimate concern for its naticnal
minority in neighbouring countries and recognizes the same right to
neighbouring countries whose naticnal minorities live in Yugoslavia.
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II. INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF MINORITIES

Yugoslavia has ratified a large number of international treaties,
including those in the arsas of human rights. By the act of ratification,
adopticn cor approval, all these international instruments havs become an
integral part c¢f ths national judicial system.

For the purposes of this report, one should in particular bea n mind
certain intermnaticnal organizations documents addressing the protection and
promoticn of natioral minority rights, such as: the Intarnaticnal Covenant cn
Civil and Folitical Right: {art. 27); the Conventisn cn the Prevention and
Dinishment of the Crime of Genocide (arts. 1-4); che Internat! 1 Conventicn
or. the Elimination of All Forms cof Racial D‘SC“lniﬁa:io“ { j; o the
International Convantion on the Suppression and punishment ¢ Crime oi
Aparcrneid f{(arts. 1-4'; the United Nations Declaration on the Zlimination o
All Fecrmg of Racial Discriminaction (arts. 1, 2 and 5); the Zurcpsan COnRVENIlown
f3r the Pro =z T Rights and Basic Fresdoms (art. 14); the Fina.
Acts oI <l Security and Cooperacticn in EBurcpe (Hslsinki 1%7%,
Madrid

The Covernment puts particular emphasis on
Rights of National or Ethnic, Religious and Ling
of the Cocuman:s adcpted at the second mesting of 2 n
Dimensicr of the CSCTE held in Copenhagen in 1990 relating o the rights cf
national minoritiss. Both documents advise and rscommend Statss te adcpl
relevant legislative and other measures in orcder toO protsct ethnic {(naticnza’l,
cultural, religious, linguiscic) minorities, as well as tc promote the rights
and tre identity of these minorities (Declaration, arts. I and 4, and the
CSCE Document, IV, arts. 30 and 35)

Finally, it is to be peinted out tc the 1995 Conventicn of the Council cf
Zurope concarning the protecticn of nationali minc n

into force yet, pending the ratification by the recuired numbe
member States. This convention, along with the two interna

-
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mentiocned in the previous paragraph, constitutes what is consi
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promcotion of national minority rights.

III. STATUS OF THE ALBANIAN MINORITY IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGQOSLAVIA

According to the 1991 census, there were 1,727,541 ethnic Albanians in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (16.6% of its population}. They are
boycotting the official educational system (from pre-schocl to university
education) in the Albanian language. Prior to this boycott, there were
904 Albanian schools with 315,000 pupils and 69 secondary schools with
73,000 students. The University in Pristina was attended by 37,000 studencs,
80 per cent of whom were ethnic Albanians studying in the Albtearian language.
Ninety-eight per cent of education-related costs were covered by the Republic
of Serbia. By the number of students, the Autconomous Province of Kosovo and
Metohija ranked fcurth in the world (after the United States, Canada and
che Netherlands). Concurrently, however, the Tirana University in Albania was
attendsd by some 19,000 students only.
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In the Autoncmous Province of Kosovo and Metohija ethnic Albanian
children are taught in their native language in State-owned buildings and ths
Republic of Serbia provides everything needed for the normal cperation of
schools, thus observing the principles enshrined in the relevant internaticnal
documents. There are currently 1,400 elementary schools in operation,

60 secondary schools and education centres and a University with 14 facultiszs
Ethnic Albanian teachers use State-owned classrcoms and teaching aids, teach
in Albanian, while refusing to be remunerated by the Ministry of Education of
the Republic of Serbia, not wanting to recognize the country in which they
live - the State of Serbia. At the University of Pristina, there are both
ethnic Albanian professors and students.

It is solely Zor political reasons that the Albanians are r=fusing cc
accept a uniform ecducational system which applies to the territory of the
Republic of Serbia, the curricula adopted by the competant government
autnorities, as well as a uniform certificacts and diplcma system. Diff
between the curricula ars ncot considerable, mostly covaring four subje
which are a matter cf dispute: the language, history, geograpny and mu
education. All attempts tCo reach agreement, even with the aid of inter
mediaters in Geneva, have failed due tc the obstruction of the represe

of the Albanian mincricy. The Albanian separatists have refused te sub

their curricula to the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Serbia

verification. Nevertheless, the Republic cf Serbia has been zllccating
r

subsctancial funds for the maintenance of instructicn of etchnic Albanians.

The Republic cf Serbia and FR Yugoslavia have so far demonstracad gocd
will tc make concessions in order to spare the echnic Alkanian children
suffer as consequencs of this irratiocnal policy. The authorities have shown
their willingness to recogrize the academic years completad in ¢
schocl system, provided that diplomas be issusd by the competent bodies oI the
Republic of Serbia. The Albanian separatists have nct accepted this e
repeatedly insisting that certificates and diplomas be issued by the
bodies of the non-existent and unrescognized "Republic of Kosovo".

According to the statistics for the 1995/96 academic year, 3,118 etanic
Albanian pupils enroled in 11 elementary schools in the Republic of Montensgro
and were taught in Albanian.

The Law on Secondary Schcols in the Republic of Montenegro stipulates
that ethnic Albanians can be taught in Albanian, conditions permitting, and
that schools or classes with bilingual instruction can be established. In
secondary schools with instruction in the Albanian language, as well as in
elementary schools, registers are kept and certificates and diplcmas issued in
the Albaniar language as well.

According tc the statistics for the 1995/96 school year, three secondaxy
schools are operating in the territory of the Republic of Montenegro - at
Plav, Tuzi and Ulcinj - with instruction in the Albanian language conducted
by 83 ethnic Albanian teachers and attended by 900 ethnic Albanian students

In the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, Radic Televisicn
Pristina broadcasts television and radio programmes in Albanian, along with
gix additicnal local radio stations (for instance Radic Metohija (Pec) and
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Radio Kosovska Mitrovica, which broadcast programmes in Albanian, Turkish ard
Romary) .

Twenty-five parers are published in the Albaniarn language, wizh a total
annual circulation of 21 millicn; 40 reviews and magazines have a ctotal
annual circulaticn o 300,000 ccpies.

Radio Pristina broadcasts daily in Albanian, begirning at 15.30 hrs,
basically informative programmes. Apart from the news tulletin which is

broadcast by the hcur, the following news programmes are croduced evary day
evern before 15.0C ars: the 12 o’clock News (10 minutes;; the Events oI ths Dav
at 15.00 hrs (30 miruces); and ths Evening News at 128.30 hrs (30 minutes); tnz
Daily Chronicle 27 22.0C hrs (15 wminutes). Radio Pristina also Lransmlts

Radic Yugoslavia’s dzilv news broadcasts in Alpanian, Irom 21 to 21.13 ars

Slogal C: 1
Sazurdavs, & €0-minuce O t program o4 acd
staticns broadcast 30 minutes daily news in Alpanian. The interests of
minerity populaticns in the sphere of arcs and culturs ars mat in cocpe
with resgective mcrher nation, communicies ard sccietizs which, togsther
relsvant provincial cultural Institutions, prepare Lrogrammes and carrv cuc
activities to promote national identity, language, literaturs, the arcs

At the cultural institutions in the Autgnomous Province of Kescve and
Metonl Ja ethnic A.banians have not abandoned their jobs 2n masse and/or ia an
organized manner. Crn the ccntrary, Albanians are emplicved in almos:t all
cultural inscitutions and they are a majority in many of them. Thus, cuitural
centres or culture clubs in Kosovo and Metohija mostly emplcy ethnic

banians, outnumbering Serb employeses. Three out of the sight employess at

e

he Provincial Cultural Centre in Pristina are Serbs, and all ewployees at the
Municipal Cultural Centre in Glogovac are ethnic Albanians; the same applies
to the State archives and museums. For instance, out cf the 34 emp_oyees atc
the Kcsovo and Metohija Museum, 20 are ethnic Albanians, 1.e. scme

50 per cent.

Persons belonging to national minorities have the right to
self-organization, political organization and pelitical repr esentation.
In practice, all national minorities with the exception of ethnic Albanians
use this right in accordance with the Constitution and law.

Indeed, ethnic Albanians living in the terrictory of the Republic of
Serbia (outside Xcsovo and Metohija), as well as the Albanians in Montenegro,
took part in the Republic and local elections, thus having two deputies at tne
Assembly of the Rspublic of Serbia, and representatives at muricipal
authorities as well.
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IV. POSITION OF THE HUNGARIAN MINORITY IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

In the territory of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia reside 340,345
ethnic Eungarians (16,95% of the total population of the Autonomous Provinces
of Vojvodina, i.e. 3.3% of the total of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) .
The Hungarians constitute the majority in nine municipalities of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia. In conformity with the Statute, in 30 municipalities
the Serbian lancuacge and cyrillic alphabet is simultaneously in use with the
Hungarian languags and alphabet in 30 municipalities.

Education. Elementary schocls: the teaching in the Hungarian language i3
ted in 29 communes (with 83 elementary schocls), atcended by 22,062

\

{(in 1,042 classes)

'Q:
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pupils. Out of this total, 67.2.% pupils are taught in Hungarian. Te ching :is
conduczad in 12 communes (in 28 high schools).

Regular high schocol education is attended by 9,465 ethnic Hungarian

Our of the toctal of 1,296 ethnic Hungarian universicy scudents, 367
(28.24%; are taught in Hungarian.

“he Media. Scme 7% dailies, periodicals, reviews, magazines and bulle-;:a
ars published in Hungarian. The Novi Sad Television has daily broadca '
adio programme is broadcast 24 hcurs a day.

R=ligion. There are 200 catholic churches in the territory of the
Autoncrmous Province of Veoivedina, with 20 reformist churches, cengregating
pelisvers - members of the Hungarian national minority.

Political organization. Political organizations of ethnic Hungarians are:

- The Democratic Union of Vojvodina Hungarians

- The League cof Vojvodina Hungarians

. The Citizens’ Mcvement of the Vojvodina Hungarians

- The Christian-Democrat Movement of Vojvodina Hungarians

- The Democratic Party of the Vojvodina Hungarians

As a result of the latest elections held in 1994, the Hungarians have 13
representatives frecm the League of Vojvodina Hungarians at the Assembly of the
Autcnomous Province of Vojvodina, represented at the Assembly of the Republic
of Serbia, and at the Federal Assembly as well.

V. POSITION OF THE BULGARIAN MINORITY IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC CF YUGCSLAVIA
Some 25,214 echnic Bulgarians reside in the territory of the Federal

Republic of Yugoslavia, thus making 0.3% of the total population, and living

mostly in the communes of Bosilegrad (72.9% of the total population of the

commure), Dimitrovgrad (52.5%) and Surdulica (6,2%).

As stipulated by ths communes statutes, both the Serbian and Bulgarian
languages and alphabets are in official use in these communes.

Topographic signs, names of streets, etc., are written in both lancuages,
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used cn a footing cf equality by municipal bodies.

Education is also conducted in both languages, subject to the wishes and
affiliations of the parents. Ethnic Bulgarian pupils (1,056) attend elemencary
school in Dimitrovgrad, where almost all the employees (93%) are ethnic
Bulgarians, including the school principal. The secondary schocl is attende
by 260 pupils, its principal and 90% employees being ethnic Bulgarians.

Q
rh

The Media. One weekly, one children’s review (not issued in the perica
he UN Security Council sanctions), and a literary periodical are being
blished. There ars daily Radic broadcasts in Bulgarian, along with weerkly TV
ews. Scme lccal radio-stations broadcast in Bulgarian as well.

Cultural activities : two culture—artist c ensembles are active

W
the "Hristo Rotev" amateur theatre, as well as libraries with a co:al of
,000 bcoks in Bulgarian.

Political activities are pursued through the Democratic Alliance oI
arians, which has not wcon any seat at local elections.

w

&

-
W

Religicus rites are served in both languages, subZect tTo ths agrssment
be-wsan the two Synods.

ive ecclesiastical and historical facilities were refurbished or tul.l:
in 1996; as for 1907, there is a plan to restore the Memcrial Cssuary frzcm the
1895 Serbian-Bulgarian War, with both Bulgariarn and Serbian soldiers peinc
buried in them.

VI. PCSITION OF YUGOSLAV NATIONAL MINORITIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

The Yugoslav national minorities in Albania are consisting of forty-
thousand Serbs, Montenegrins and Goranci.

in

ive

They are denied the right to use their mother-tongue in education,
culture, media, publishing activities and in proceedings before State
authorities. There is no elementary or secondary school in Albania with
Serbian as the language of tuition thus stripping the Yugoslav minorit‘es’
children the right to be taught the history, culture, customs and traditicrs
of their mother nation.

There are no publications, newspapers Or television programmes in Serbian
in Albania, nor is there a library with books and publications. Serbian 1s not
in official use in any of the municipalities in which ethnic Yugoslavs live.

Ever since 1945, the Yugoslav national minorities have beer exposed t
continued assimilation, denaticnalization and resettlement, deprived of the
rignt to freely express their national, ethnic and cultural identity.

Although no discriminatory law from the time of Enver Hoxha is in fcrce,
practice of systematic pressure on minority members and the denial of
q

=

h

(‘Trf

legal rights are being reintroduced. The process of restoring Serb:
vy names which had forcibly been replaced by Albanian cnes, has been

-
S})

mi
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halced; travel documents and IDs are obtained with great difficulties (their
issuance is conditicned by retention cf Albanian names), while prominentc
members of Yugoslav national minorities, particularly the Serbs and
Mcntenecrins in the Shkoder region, are exposed to ever more frequent polices
harassment (summcned for informative talks, tailsd or have their cars

ssarched) .

Serbian ch hes and cemetaries are being destroysd, the sites being uszd
for other purposes. In 1964, the Church of St. Aleksandar Nevski in Shkoder
was demolished and turned into an officers’ clubhouse, while mest cf the
church zooks and other religicus items were moved to the nearby Catholic
Franciscan churcn, and their destiny has remained urnkncwn until the prasent
day. Ths Church of St. Archangsl Mihalilo in Shkeoder was demclishecd in 1957 an
a childrsn’s hcospital was built instead. In 21968, the Church of the Holy
Trinizty in Vrazka was transformed into a communit en :
until 1321, The rcofing, weod carvings and ocher
taksn away, with rulned stcone walls remaining.

This deliberate vandalism is designed to derrive the Yugcslav natlicrnal
mincriziss of the last vestiges of their spirituality and culturs

Trz sams purpcse is pehind the destruction of cther

h monumencs and gravevards. The tomps ¢ the old Ssrdlian kings <2
Zeta wers destroved, thus eradicating the traces cf the existence <f ths
Serbian medieval State in these lands. The same destiny waschared by ¢
Serpiar military cemetery in Shkcder, with s of bi cont
scldisrs frcem the Ralkan wars and cthe FI

rzhedeox cemetery in Shkoder with the

Cemetery - 1%00" onn 1ts enctrance cate.

Such violaticns of basic human rights and fundamental Ireedcms

Yugcslav nationa: minorities in Albania are carrisd out in flagrant di

of basic documents of the United Nations, OSCE and the Council cf Eurcpe. Ths

demccratic changes taking place in the political and social life cf Albaniz
1ave brought no improvsment in the status of national minorities thers

1]

Proceeding from these facts, the Federal Republic of Yugcslavia fzsels
duty-bcund to call on the international community to do its utmost to en
the erjoyment of basic human rights and fundamentc freecdcms for the Yugcs!
rational minorities in Albania.

Therefore, the Fedsral Republic of Yugoslavia expects the competent
institutions of the United Nations, OSCE and the Council cof Eurocpe to remind
the Albanian Government of its obligations, demanding it to ensure and
guarantee the protection of basic human rights and fundamental freedcms oI th
members of Yugoslav national wminorities, as provided for by internatioral
lnstrumants.

The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is willing to cooperate with thes

Republic of Albania in the realization of the akove, thus contr4bufing te
confidence-building and the development of closer cocoperation between the twe
countriss. Approaching this problem with full responsibility and gocd will
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia expects the Republic of Albania to do tns

samne.
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IV. POSITION OF YUGOSLAV MINORITIES IN HUNGARY

Nowadays, betwsen 3,500 and 5,000 ethnic Serbs live in Hungary, thelir
numbers constantly diminishing as a result of the long-term assimilatiocn
policies pursued by the Hungarian state ( under the 1921 census, thers were
21.000 ethnic Serbs).

The Serbian language is not in official use, and the Serbiarn minority is
entitled to a 30 minute TV broadcast "Serbian screen", a fortnightly broadcast
programme (due to the lack of funds), sub-titled in Hungarizan.

There is one single print media (Serbian National Gazstte), & weskly,
wicth a circulation of 2 000.

Noc university sducation in Serbian language is conducted, there is cns
high schocl operating {(reconstructed and inaugurated in January 1397), along
with two elementary scheools.

The Serbian mineority has no political parcty of its cown, nor is it
represented in Parliament, since nct fulfilling the quota set by law (10 CO0J3j.
No funds have been provided by the Hungarian Government for these acrtiviti

[SN()]
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The Serbian Orthocdox Church (The Budim Eparchy) faces obstacles in its
fforts to bring about the restitution of its nationalizsd property.

]
i

V. POSITICN OF YUGCSLAV MINORITIES IN BULGARIA

There is no reference to mincorities in its laws or in its Constitution, aven
though one third of its population is of non-Bulgarian crigin (ethnic
Moslems, Macedcnians, Rumanians, Vlasses, Greeks, Serbs, Romanes, Karac
Gagenses, Armenians, Jews, etc).

A major problem is also the Bulgarian policy of double standards towarcs
minorities, in insisting on internationalizing the problem of the Bulgarian
minority in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, while at the same time
refusing to conclude any bilateral agreements based on reciprocity in this
field, and refusing to admit the existence of national minorities on its own
territory.

It is indicative that to this date Bulgaria has not demonstrated any
interest, nor has it held any dialogue with its neighbours or the countries
where large numbers of ethnic Bulgarians live - such as Ukraine, Moldova and
Russia. The crux of the Bulgarian minority policy is, regrettably, its
focusing on the status of its own minority in Yugoslavia, small in numbers,
persevering with its greater Bulgarian policies in regard to Serbia and
vugoslavia ever since the end of the 19th, and throughout the 20th century.
All the efforts made so far by the Yugoslav side to bilaterally settle the
issue of the Rulgarian minority in Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav minority in
Bulgaria have failed.



