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The neeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m

STATUS OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RI GHTS (agenda item 14)
(continued) (E/CN. 4/1997/72 and 105)

EFFECTI VE FUNCTI ONI NG OF BODI ES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO UNI TED NATI ONS HUMAN
RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS (agenda item 15) (continued) (E/CN.4/1997/73 and 75;
A/ 51/ 425 and 482)

1. M. PUNJABI (Hi mal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation) said that the
I nternational Covenants on Human Rights and the Comr ssion could not be
conprehended in isolation fromeach other. It was amazing that, despite
repeated appeals, there were sonme States which had still not signed the
Covenants and still nore so that the very same States had the audacity to

cl anour about violations of human rights in other States and seek to pass
resol utions censuring their rivals, thus having the best of both worlds. The
Commi ssi on should end that practice by devising mechanisnms to bind States to
t he Covenants conpul sorily.

2. There seemed to be a diplomatic anbiguity regarding the right of
i ndi vidual s or groups to submt conmunications concerni ng non-conpliance with
the Covenants and their protocols. It was understandable that the Comm ssion

sought to ensure that that right was not nmisused, but there was a need to
elimnate the anbiguity and his organi zation urged the Conmi ssion to do so.

3. M. SABAOA (Brazil) said that there was an inpressive corpus of

i nternational human rights instrunents in force and a continuously grow ng
nunber of countries that had ratified or acceded to them By so doing, they
showed a willingness to abide by their provisions, even though there was stil
a gap between theory and practice in nmany societies.

4, The international human rights instrunments did not, however, forma
uni fi ed system of norns, particularly with regard to nonitoring mechani sms and
obligations. Overlaps and duplications put a heavy burden on States parties
in terms of reporting obligations. Despite such difficulties, Brazil had made
every effort to present its reports, which in 1996 had included its initia
report to the Human Rights Conmittee and its tenth periodic report to the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation. The presentation of
both reports had nade for a constructive and fruitful exchange of views
between the committees concerned and his CGovernnent. Moreover, since the
reports were the result of broad consultations within Brazil, they represented
t he di al ogue and cooperation that existed between the Governnment and ci vi
society. Brazil was currently preparing - and would shortly subnit - reports
to three other treaty bodies.

5. Hi s del egati on believed, however, that a conprehensive reformof the
exi sting systemof reporting was required. Rationalization within the
United Nations should extend to the task of nonitoring human rights. States
shoul d be allowed to consolidate their information in one or two periodic
reports, to be exam ned by each of the various treaty bodies. A single
integrated report, rather than six or seven different ones, could save
precious tinme and resources for countries and treaty bodies alike.
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6. H s del egation attached the utnost inportance to the question of

the death penalty, which was expressly prohibited under the Brazilian
Constitution, except when the country was at war, and had not been applied
since 1855. Brazil had ratified the Optional Protocol to the American Human
Ri ghts Convention and was considering ratifying the Second Optional Protoco
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. His delegation
t hus supported the draft resolution on the death penalty, of which it was a
sponsor.

7. M. GORKUN- VOEVODA (Russi an Federation) said that the authority of an
international legal instrunment was directly proportionate to the nunber of
States that had ratified or acceded to it. It was therefore gratifying that
significant progress had been nade on that score, and the accession of a
nunber of newly independent States to the Covenants was particularly wel come.
Further steps should be taken, however, to achieve universal ratification

of the main international human rights treaties. Wth the backing of the
Secretary-General and the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, advisory
services and technical assistance should be inproved so as to enable States to
i mpl enment the accession procedures and bring their legislation into line with
the respective treaties

8. Hi s del egati on was concerned, however, at the limted nunber of States
that had recogni zed the optional comruni cations procedure. The possibility
of individual comrunications nmade international human rights treaties nore
effective and nore attuned to the interests of individuals. The Constitution
of the Russian Federation thus provided for the right of an individual to
address a direct comunication to the treaty bodies.

9. The right to nake reservations to international human rights treaties
shoul d not be abused and his del egati on supported the idea of conducting
research into the matter.

10. If international treaties were to enjoy universal respect, however,

the efficiency of the treaty bodies nmust be inproved. To that end, adequate
resources should be provided; the database within the Centre for Human Ri ghts
shoul d be nade easily accessible to the nenbers of treaty bodies; the exchange
of information between treaty bodi es shoul d be enhanced; and coordi nation

bet ween them and United Nations agenci es should be inproved.

11. Over the past few years, the treaty bodi es’' nmethods of work had

noti ceably deteriorated. They had soneti mes gone beyond the scope of their
mandate and it was tine to give serious consideration to their activities
during their meetings with States parties. As a result of their attenpts to
tighten their schedul es and exam ne as nany States' reports as possible per
session, they had left no roomfor a constructive dial ogue, due to sheer
lack of time. The Conmittees' concluding remarks could thus no | onger be
consi dered objective. It was inperative therefore that practical steps be
taken to rationalize the workings of the human rights bodies.

12. Ms. ANDERSON (Ireland) said that article 6 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts reaffirned the right to |life and
established significant restrictions on the carrying out of the death penalty.
It was evident fromthe terns of the article that those who had drafted it
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woul d have wi shed to prohibit capital punishment but had been obliged to
settle for sonmething less. The initiative of the Italian delegation thus
of fered a val uabl e opportunity to address the issue in a spirit of
cooperation

13. Ireland had not carried out any execution since 1954 and, in 1989, the
deat h penalty had been abolished for all offences. It had acceded to the
Second Optional Protocol in 1993. Her del egati on was convinced that the
wor | dwi de abolition of capital punishnent woul d enhance human dignity and
affirmrespect for human life. There was no credible enpirical evidence to
justify the assertion that the death penalty acted as an effective deterrent
agai nst serious crinme, but there was evidence that it was applied

di sproportionately to the nost vul nerable sectors of society, people who were
|l ess able to function within the crimnal justice system |Indeed, all such
systems were susceptible of error. Reparation could be made for npbst errors,
but not where an innocent person had been executed.

14. It was sonetinmes argued that society nust adopt appropriate neasures
agai nst those who threatened its essential fabric. The challenge, however,
must be to shape and inplenent such neasures wi thout resort to the irrevocable
sanction of the death penalty. Wth sufficient conviction on the part of
States that challenge could be net.

15. The abolition of capital punishment would constitute a mgjor advance
towards full and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedons
and she urged all States to accede to the Second Optional Protocol or, at

| east, to declare a noratoriumon applying the death penalty. Those that

retai ned the death penalty should take i medi ate steps to restrict its use and
ensure that it conplied with the restrictions set out in article 6 of the
Covenant. She hoped that the Italian initiative would be accepted by the
Conmi ssi on.

16. M_. Tae-Yul CHO (Republic of Korea) said that the proliferation of
reports under the grow ng nunber of human rights instrunments had placed an

i ncreasi ng heavy burden on the States parties, particularly the devel oping
ones. The burden had been magnified by duplication and a |ack of coordination
anong the various treaty bodies. His delegation therefore welcomed and
supported the reconmendati ons made by the independent expert in his inform
wor ki ng paper, such as his proposal for a single consolidated report by each
State party and the repl acenent of conprehensive periodic reports by specific
reports with guidelines tailored to each State's individual situation. Such
far-reaching reforns woul d make the reporting system both viable and
sust ai nabl e.

17. The treaty bodies could not function effectively w thout appropriate
support fromthe Centre for Human Rights, with its inportant role of

mai nt ai ni ng consi stency and coherence in both substantive and procedura
matters. Hi s delegation therefore conmended the restructuring efforts in the
Centre, which would not only enhance efficiency but were inevitable in the
light of the current financial crisis within the United Nations. Any

m sj udgements that nmight be made in the transitional process could be snoothed
out later, but restructuring should continue.
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18. To that end, his Government had recently contributed US$ 500,000 to the
Centre's conputerization programe, in collaboration with the Samsung G oup
The programre would greatly contribute to the effective functioning of human
rights treaty bodies. The donation, though nbodest in size, reflected his
country's firmcommtment to the pronotion of human rights, and also the
support proffered by its private sector. It would endeavour to continue
making its contribution in the years to cone.

19. M. HK SINGH (India) said that, although the nonitoring process
enabl ed the treaty bodies to understand States' difficulties in nmeeting
human rights standards and to provide guidance in that regard, it must be
acconpani ed by self-criticismon the part of Governnents. The treaty bodies
shoul d enphasi ze constructive dialogue with the States parties, since an
adversarial approach could be counter-productive.

20. Because the treaty bodies had narrow y defi ned mandates, he di sagreed
with the proposal that they should participate in all neetings of the
Conmi ssion and its subsidiary organs.

21. The nonitoring system had becone cunbersone, because the increase in the
nunber of instrunments threatened the efficiency and effectiveness of all the
mechani sns, and the whol e systemran the risk of collapsing under its own

wei ght. The main problens included excessive reporting obligations which

i nposed a crippling burden primarily, but not exclusively, on devel oping
countries; overlap; |ack of coordination; backlogs in the subm ssion and

consi deration of reports; poor follow up; absence of |inkages to technica
cooperation programres and advi sory services; inadequate enphasis on
ratification and the w thdrawal of reservations; and inadequate resources

to service the treaty bodies.

22. I nteresting proposal s had been nade on ways to reformthe system such
as reducing the nunber of treaty bodies; consolidating reports into a single
conpr ehensi ve one; hol ding thematic di scussions, involving all of the treaty
bodi es, on previously identified topics; and increasing the intervals between
reports. Since such refornms mght raise conplicated | egal problens by
requiring deviations fromthe provisions of the treaties, the Comm ssion
shoul d request the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit a report on the reform
proposal s and the |l egal procedures for putting theminto effect. The

Conmi ssion should then consider setting up an open-ended wor ki ng group

to make reconmmendations to the appropriate bodies.

23. The nopst i nportant conponent of the current nonitoring process was the
exerci se of preparing reports, which caused States to review their obligations
and legislation and to seek inputs on the subject from non-governnenta

organi zati ons (NGOs) and the general public. Thus far, technical cooperation
had i nvol ved only assistance in witing the reports but the real problemwas
the collection of the relevant data. The recommendati ons of the treaty bodies
must be followed up, with technical cooperation fromthe Centre for Human

Ri ghts, and the treaty bodi es shoul d make specific recomendati ons on the

assi stance necessary to inplement solutions to the problens they identified.
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24. M. AGURTSQU (Bel arus) said he was pleased to note that, follow ng the
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts, a grow ng nunber of States were ratifying or
acceding to the international human rights treaties and the Optional Protocols
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It was a matter
of regret, however, that a |large nunber of States had still not taken such
action. By doing so, they would recognize the right of the Human Ri ghts
Conmittee to receive conmunications fromindividuals or groups. Belarus had
started the process of incorporating into its legislation a recognition of the
simlar provisions under article 14 of the International Convention on the
Eli m nation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation

25. Hi s del egati on supported the adoption of the draft optional protoco

to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 105). The draft protocol was optional and he noted the coment
by the Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights that it was essentia
for a conplaints procedure to be established under that Covenant to bal ance
that existing under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

26. The human rights treaties, and the treaty bodies, lay at the heart of
the United Nations system Belarus attached great inportance to cooperating
with those bodies and fulfilled its obligations in the subm ssion of reports.
In the past year, it had submtted its third periodic report to the Comm ttee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its fourteenth periodic report to
the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation. That experience
had convi nced his del egation of the need to inprove the procedures for the
subm ssi on and consi deration of reports and the functioning of the systemin
general. In that context, it welconmed the informal working paper submtted by
the i ndependent expert on enhancing the long-termeffectiveness of the treaty
bodi es.

27. A particularly telling observation in the working paper was that the
current systemwas able to function only because a | arge nunber of States
failed to neet their reporting obligations. Nevertheless, the timnmetable of
practically all the treaty bodies was significantly overburdened. Sone were
forced to consider nore than 10 reports in the course of a session. Such a
situation inevitably had a negative inpact on the effectiveness of the

di al ogue between the Commttee and the State concerned and al so on the

concl udi ng observations. His delegation thus endorsed the reconmendati on that
the quality of concluding observations should be inproved. Only if they were
clear, detailed, precise and specific would the measures consequently adopted
by Governnents be successful

28. Coordi nati on and cooperation between the treaty bodies had also to be

i mproved, including an avoi dance of duplication. His delegation welconed the
fact that the chairpersons of the treaty bodies were hol ding regul ar neetings
and it supported the reconmendation that a high-level neeting to find nore
effective nmeans of coordination between the six human rights conmttees and
other United Nations organs should be held. Lastly, he stressed the need to
provi de adequate resources for the activities of the treaty bodies to enable
themto carry out their functions effectively.
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29. M. PRATAMO (I ndonesia) said that the effective functioning of human
rights treaty bodies required not only the commtnent of States parties, but
al so systemw de coordination by the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
particularly with a view to avoiding duplication in reporting procedures and
stream ining them Moreover, country reports should be considered in a
timely and efficient nmanner; chronic backl ogs threatened to underni ne the

ef fectiveness of the human rights instrunents, even though they attested to

t he success of those instrunents. Hi s delegation had expressed support,
before the relevant treaty bodies, for solutions such as extending the
duration and frequency of their nmeetings and sinplifying reporting procedures.
It was pleased that the Cormittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against
Wonen, whose functioning had been hindered consi derably by backl ogs, was to be
allowed to extend its sessions and to hold pre-session working group neetings.

30. United Nations technical assistance and advisory services were very

i mportant for helping States to neet their reporting obligations, as the

Commi ssion had recognized in its resolution 1996/22. Furthernore,

CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/170 had reaffirnmed the inportance of better
coordi nati on anong United Nations human rights bodies to avoid duplication of
mandat es and tasks. The treaty bodi es should not be hindered by a |ack of
time or resources, considering the inportance of the reporting process for the
pronmoti on of human rights.

31. M. WLLE (Observer for Norway) said that the nunber of States parties
to the principal human rights instruments was di sappointingly | ow and al
States shoul d be encouraged to accede to those instrunents w thout
reservations. Norway had been one of the first countries to ratify the
Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts, and he urged other countries that had abolished the death penalty to
do |ikew se.

32. The di al ogue between treaty bodies and States parties was a vita
conponent of the international human rights nonitoring system The

i ntroduction of concluding observati ons had enhanced the val ue and i nmpact of
that procedure. However, the proliferation of reporting obligations inposed
a considerable burden on States, particularly devel oping ones. Nonethel ess,
States nust continue to cooperate fully with the comr ttees concerned.

33. Pursuant to a request fromthe General Assenbly, an independent expert
had prepared a report on enhancing the long-termeffectiveness of the

United Nations human rights treaty system The problens he identified

i ncl uded the grow ng nunber of overdue reports; the delays between the

subm ssi on and the consideration of reports; the backlog of comrunications;
dwi ndl i ng resources; overlapping provisions in the treaties thenselves, which
could lead to duplications in reporting, and the potential for conflicting
human rights jurisprudence

34. The report recommended neasures to achi eve universal ratification of

the core instruments, the identification of ways to address problens in the
reporting systemand the provision of assistance to States in that area, the
repl acenent of conprehensive periodic reports by reporting guidelines tailored



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ SR. 13
page 9

to each State's individual situation and the consolidation or reduction of the
nunber of treaty bodies. |Inproving the effectiveness of the treaty body
system shoul d be a priority for the Comm ssion and the independent expert's
report was a useful starting point.

35. M. GONZALEZ de LINARES (Cbserver for Spain) said that his country had
removed the death penalty fromits Penal Code several years previously and

t he Spani sh parliament had unani mously decided to renmove it fromthe Code of
Mlitary Justice as well. Consequently, Spain had becone a party to the
Second Optional Protocol

36. Its action had been notivated by respect for the fundanental right to
life and by the conviction that the death penalty was not an effective way

to fight crine. Countries whose |egislation provided for the death penalty
shoul d exercise great restraint in applying it. His delegation applauded the
attitude of those States that had refrained fromapplying the death penalty in
recent years, even though it was avail able under their |egislation, and hoped
that other States would follow suit.

37. He supported the statenent by the Italian del egation and hoped that al
menbers of the Conm ssion would support the draft resolution that was to be
subm tted on the subject.

38. M. GRECU (Observer for Romania) said that further efforts were needed
to encourage all States to accede to international human rights instrunents
and to withdraw any reservations they had entered. H s CGovernnment was
grateful for the support provided by the Centre for Human Ri ghts and the
treaty bodies in building denpcracy and strengthening the rule of |aw

39. He endorsed the initiatives by the Secretary-Ceneral and the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to restructure the United Nations human rights
machi nery. Reporting obligations and the optional comruni cati on procedures
were inportant to ensure the enjoynent of human rights. Through those
processes, the treaty bodies and civil society infornmed Governments how
human rights should be honoured and protected. He strongly supported the

el aboration of optional protocols on reporting and conmuni cati on procedures
for those instrunments that did not have them Lastly, he supported the High
Conmi ssioner's initiatives in the field of human rights education, given the
i mportance of civil society's role in pronmoting human rights.

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED I N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND I N
THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY
OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO
ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS, | NCLUDI NG

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RI GHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF
LI VING FORElI GN DEBT, ECONOM C ADJUSTMENT PCLI Cl ES AND THEI R
EFFECTS ON THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND, | N PARTI CULAR
ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE RI GHT TO
DEVEL OPMENT;
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(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXI STI NG UNJUST | NTERNATI ONAL ECONOM C ORDER ON
THE ECONOM ES OF THE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT
THI'S REPRESENTS FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

(agenda item5) (E/ CN. 4/1997/17-19, 106, 110, 112, 115 and 120;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 9; E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 12 and Corr.1 and 13;
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 11; A/ C. 3/51/6)

QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATI ON OF THE RI GHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 6)
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 21 and 22; E/ CN. 4/1997/ NGO 2)

40. Ms. BU FI GUEROA (Cbserver for Honduras) said that steps taken on the
advice of international financial institutions to reduce her country's heavy
debt burden had often proved ineffective, mainly because nultilateral debt,

whi ch represented a | arge percentage of its external debt, was not taken into
account. Honduras had had to nmake sacrifices to avoid a paynent crisis, and
external debt continued to be a najor obstacle to its econonic and socia

devel opnent. Nevertheless, it had nmanaged to hal ve the cost of debt servicing
for the period between August 1995 and January 1997, and a recent agreement
with the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) nmeant that it would be eligible for
a further reduction in its debt to the Paris C ub

41. Ext ernal debt was strangling the econom es of debtor countries; to
cancel it or ease the terms of repaynent would transformtheir financia
situation. Her Governnent would continue its efforts to reduce the debt
burden and woul d borrow only on preferential terns. Savings made to date had
been used to finance social programres, provide nedicines and subsidize energy
costs. Her CGovernnent would support all neasures to reduce external debt, so
that countries faced with a situation of perpetual indebtedness would be freed
to pursue their economni c devel opnent.

42. M. CORRALES LEAL (Observer for Venezuela) said that, in the 10 years
since the right to devel opnent had been recogni zed, sonme progress had been
made in refining the concept and the mmjor international agencies were
adopting a nore practical approach to econom c problens. Strictly econom c
remedi es had failed to halt the spread of poverty and even the npst orthodox
of the international econom c institutions had cone to accept the concept of
sust ai nabl e human devel opnent. That was a significant breakthrough

devel opnent was no | onger regarded as an automatic side effect of economc
grow h and the idea that the best social policy was a good econom c policy
was al so | osing ground.

43. It was inportant to see social and econom c policies as conpl enentary
aspects of the same process. As the Sub-Comm ssion's Special Rapporteur on
human rights and extrene poverty said in his report (E/ CN.4/Sub.2/1996/13),
the social devastation caused by purely macroeconom ¢ policies could never
be rectified by the later inplenmentation of social policies. That new
perspective was al ready beginning to have a positive inpact on the

pol i cy-maki ng of the Bretton Wods institutions. They were noving away from
i nfl exi bl e programmes that ignored the social and political differences

bet ween countries, and towards projects which took into account socia
considerations and the political feasibility of structural adjustnent and
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i nvestment progranmes, realizing that growh did not automatically benefit
the poor, unless specific neasures were taken to help the weakest and npst
vul nerabl e groups.

44, Statenents and resolutions reaffirmng international solidarity and the
right to self-deternination as the basis for the enjoynment of the right to
devel opnent coul d not be seen as signs of progress, however, when the actions
of the Governnents from which they enanated belied their words.

45. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnment (UNCTAD) had an
inmportant role to play in inplementing the right to devel opnment. The reforns
begun at the ninth session of the Conference had placed UNCTAD in a position
to cooperate with the devel oping countries in inplenenting the M drand

Decl aration. Progress towards realization of the right to devel opment woul d
depend on the rehabilitation of UNCTAD as a focus of debate on the problens
faci ng the devel oping countries, and would be conpl enented by parallel action
within the World Trade Organization (WO .

46. M. HUNDSALZ (United Nations Centre for Human Settl ements (Habitat))
sai d that adequate housing was one of the core issues pertaining to the right
to devel opnent. At the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents
(Habitat I1), consensus had been reached on the content and scope of the right
to adequate housing and the steps to be taken to inplenment it. The Conference
had reaffirnmed the | egal status of the right to adequate housing and clarified
the obligation of Governnents to assist people in finding shelter and inprove
housi ng condi ti ons by conbati ng honel essness, preventing discrimnation
pronoting tenants' rights and ensuring that finance was avail able for

af f or dabl e housi ng.

47. The political will of the international comunity to accept the
chal | enge posed by i nadequate housing was exenplified by a neeting of experts
hel d at Geneva in 1996, organized jointly by Habitat and the Comr ssion for
Human Ri ghts, a report on which had been made available to the participants
in Habitat I1.

48. At its forthcom ng sixteenth session, the Comr ssion on Human
Settlenments woul d be considering a strategy proposed by Habitat to tackle
the problem He invited the Centre for Human Rights and the Committee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights to send representatives to that session
whi ch woul d include an international panel discussion with both governnenta
and non-governnmental participants.

49. M. DLAM N (Observer for Swaziland) said that econonmic and cultura
rights were of paramount inportance to his country. In 1995, citizens from
all wal ks of life had been consulted on how best the Government could ensure
their econom c developnent. |In 1997, a simlar consultative exercise, the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Rehabilitati on Agenda, had been carried out to set both

| ong- and short-term goals for sustainable developnent. H's Governnment woul d
enlist the support of its partners and the international community to help it
reach those goal s.

50. If the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations were
adhered to, devel oping countries could | ook forward to sustainable economic
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devel opnent and the enjoynment of economic, social and cultural rights.
However, the coercive neasures enployed by sonme States, such as econom c
enbargoes, interference in the donestic affairs of sovereign States and
pressure on themto conformto certain nodels, mlitated against the

devel opnent of cultural rights in the devel oping countries. Those countries
needed genui ne support fromthe international conmunity and their devel opnent
partners to ensure that all the human rights of their peoples were respected.

51. M. RONNEBERG (Observer for the Marshall Islands), introducing a draft
resol ution on human rights and the environnent that his del egation hoped to
submt to the Conmi ssion, said that the devastating environmental effects of
nucl ear testing in the Marshall I|slands were being conpounded by climte
change which threatened all small island devel oping States and | ow|ying
coastal areas. The international conmunity, through the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, should look into the issue of human rights and the environnent before
it becane necessary to add “ecocide” to the list of crines against humanity.

52. Accordingly, the draft resolution proposed that the Comm ssion shoul d
request the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to submt a report to its next
session on nechanisns already in existence or still to be devel oped to provide
protection agai nst the negative effects of environnmental danmage on the
enjoyment of human rights. It also recommended that the General Assenbly
shoul d i nclude the question of human rights and the environment in the agenda
of the special session to be held on Agenda 21 in June 1997 and that the
guestion of human rights and the environnent should be included in the

Commi ssion's agenda as a sub-itemof itemb5

53. Ms. R CART (Pax Ronmana) said that the current situation in Al bania
clearly denonstrated that civil and political rights and econom ¢, social and
cultural rights were inseparable. She therefore supported the recommendati on
by the Commi ttee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights that a specia
rapporteur on econom c, social and cultural rights be appointed, and urged the
Commi ssion to set up a working group to deal with the adoption of the draft
optional protocol to the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights.

54. The right to devel opnent was being flagrantly violated in

over 60 countries by the deploynent of anti-personnel |andm nes. The
econom es of many of the countries concerned were based on small-scale farmng
activities, and the loss of crops and | and forced themto inport basic
products. Mreover, the rights to physical health, well-being and education
and the right to have normal relations with others were all violated in the
case of those who lost linbs after stepping on a | andm ne

55. I nternational opinion was increasingly turning against the use of

| andmines. Fifty-three countries had conme out in favour of a total ban, some
of which had already taken unil ateral steps, and the General Assenbly had
voted overwhelmngly in favour of a ban in its resolution 51/45S. Until such
a ban was introduced, countries should continue to adopt unilateral measures.
St ocks of | andm nes should be destroyed and responsibility for detecting and
deactivating those already in place should be assumed by the countries that
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had profited fromtheir manufacture and sale. The Comm ssion should recomrend
that the Coormittee on the Rights of the Child include a section on the effects
of landmines in the reports that the States subnmitted to it.

56. M. BOYD (Humen Ri ghts Advocates) said that, for the last eight years,
hi s organi zati on had been engaged in investigating and docunenti ng human

ri ghts abuses associated with environnental problens. Such abuses included
t he harassment and/or execution of environnmental nonitors, the suppression
of public informati on concerning environnental matters and the expul sion of
i ndi viduals or entire communities fromthe sites of large projects. The

i nternational comunity nust take practical steps to address that issue. His
organi zati on recommended the appoi ntnent of a special expert to investigate
ways in which the Conmi ssion could help international environnental
institutions and other bodies to address the human rights inpact of
environnmental problens and to consider procedures which the Comni ssion

m ght adopt with a view to regularizing its consideration of the issue.

57. It al so endorsed Sub-Comm ssion resolution 1996/ 39 which, inter alia,
proposed that a working group be established to study the relationship between
the enjoyment of hurman rights and the working nmethods and activities of
transnational corporations and urged the Conmi ssion to set up a working group
to study the question of linking debt relief with the creation of mcrocredit
programes within the cooperation framework agreed upon between the High

Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the President of the World Bank

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 17) .

58. Ms. BOWIER (Mnority Rights Goup), said she wished to draw the

Commi ssion's attention to reports by the Comrittee against Torture, the
Wor ki ng Group on Enforced and I nvoluntary Di sappearances and the Specia
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions which indicated
serious irregularities in Turkey's treatnent of people of Kurdish ethnic
origin. The Comm ssion should urge Turkey and the other countries with |arge
Kur di sh popul ations, to inplenent international human rights standards and the
United Nations Declaration on Mnorities. Mreover, both Turkey and the
Kurdi sh Workers' Party (PKK) had undoubtedly committed breaches of the Geneva
Conventions and, according to article 1 common to those Conventions, it was

i ncunmbent upon the contracting parties to ensure conpliance therewith. The
Commi ssi on should thus call upon the international community to neet that
obligation by seeking to ensure that Turkey and the PKK did not breach the
Geneva Conventions and meking the sale of weaponry and military equi pnent
condi tional upon refraining fromsuch breaches. The Conmm ssion should al so
call upon Turkey to revoke the state of enmergency, halt its policy of village
evi ctions and conpensate and rehabilitate the victinms. The denial of human
and mnority rights to Kurds in Turkey, lraq, Iran, Syria and the forner
Sovi et Union threatened the peace and stability of the region

59. Ms. KABIR (International Progress Organisation) said that programmes
to alleviate poverty had no hope of success if poor nations continued to be
subj ected to violence at the hands of armed groups financed from abroad. |If

the international conmunity genuinely wi shed to alleviate poverty, it should
ensure that no weapons, noney or help were forthcom ng fromany quarter to
those bent upon annihilating the fruits of enlightenment and econom c

devel opnent in the name of ideologies ainmed at destroying the human spirit.
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60. Referring nmore particularly to the State of Janmu and Kashmir, of which
she was a native, she said that, while the rest of India was prospering, Jammu
and Kashmir had | ost what assets it had had. Earnings fromtourism and

handi crafts had col | apsed, industries had been hamstrung by the killing of
their managers, children were being denied an education as a result of
teachers being killed, and wonen were being marginalized by fundanmentali st
terrorist groups. The international comunity should support, if only by

wor ds of encouragement, the newWy elected Governnent's attenpts at the
econom ¢ and social reconstruction of the State.

The neeting rose at 5.45 p. m




