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A. INTRODUCTION

The Government of the Union of Myanmar, with the active participation of the people, has been striving within the

" framewark of the following objectives towards achieving a peaceful, prosperous and developed nation.

Political Objectives

- Stability of the State, community peace and tranquillity, and
prevalence of law and order

- National reconsolidation

- Emergence of a new and enduring State Constitution

- Building of a new, madern and developed nation in accord with the

New State Constitution

Economic Objectives

. Development of agriculture as the base and all-round development
of other sectors cf the economy as well

- Proper evolution of the market-oriented ecenomic system

- Development of the economy, inviting participation in terms of
technical know-how and investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

. Theinitiative to shape the national economy must be Kept in the

hands of the State and the national peoples

Social Objectives

- Uplift of the moral and morality of the entire nation

- Upiitt of national prestige and integrity and preservation and
safeguarding of the cultural heritage and national character

- Uplift of the dynamism of the patriotic spirit

- Uplift of the health, fitness and education standards of the entire nation

Throughout the period of the past year, positive developments have continued to occur throughout the country in
all fields of common endeavour towards building a peaceful, prosperous and de{reloped nation in accordance with the

aspirations of the people of Myanmar.

However, the Commission on Human Rights, atits Fifty-second Session, adopted without a vate, 2 Resclution

entitled *Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar"(Document E/CN.4/1996/L.51). Pursuant to the above Resolution, Mr.
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Rajsoomer Lallah acting as the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar also submitted his report
to the Commission, contained in Document

dated February 1997.

The Resolution as wel as Mr. Lallah's report, inter alia, contained elements and provisions relating to the following
questions:-
The National Convention
The role of the Tatmadaw (Armed Forces)
Administration of Justice
The process of transition to democracy

Situation of human rights in general in Myanmar

Myanmar has rejected l intrusive and negatve elements contained in the Resolution. Myanmar has not accepted
the appointment of a Special Rapporteur. Nevertheless, as in the case of his predecessar, Mr. Lallah will have the

opportunity to visit Myanmar at a mutually convenient date.

However, cbservations and comments on the report of Mr. Lallah, together with the progress achieved in the Unicn
of Myanmar in the political, economic and social fields, are furnished on the pages following for the ready reference of
delegations of member States of the Commission on Human Rights and observer delegations in order to enable them to

understand the angoing progress occurring in the Union of Myanmar.

Itis not only on the domestic front that progress has been made but Myanmar has also participated actively in the
affairs of the region in the past year, thus contributing to the maintenance of peace and stability of the region as well as to

its continuing prosperity.

B. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION
Since the assumption of State responsibifides, the State Law and Order Restoration Council, in keeping with its
deciared commitment, has taken concrete and systematic steps to buld a genuine multi-party democratic state in accordance
with the aspirations of the people of Myanmar. In this process, and considering past painful and costly experience, a strong
and enduring State Constitution is an essential prerequisite; at the same time it is also the expressed wish of the great

majority of the palitical parties that are legally existing in the Union of Myanmar.

ttis in fulfiment of this requirement, and in response to the aspirations of the peaple of Myanmar, that a National
Convention has been convened. Sx months priar to the commencement of the first session of the Conventicn, the Steering

Committee met with the representatives of the existing political parties, including the National League for Democracy (NLD).
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From the suggestions and praposals, which were given in a free and cpen manner by the participants, the types of delegates
who were to be invited to the National Convention were agreed upon as follows:-

(1) Representatives fram political parties

(2) Representatives elect

(3) Representatives of national racial groups

(4) Representatives of peasants

(5) Representatives of workers

(6) Representatives of intelfigentsia and technocrats

(7) Representatives of State Service Personnel

(8) Other invited personages

Selection of Representatives from Political Parties

The representatives of the poiitical parties were nominated by their own parties, accarding to the rules and

procedures of the respective parties.

Selection of Representatives of National Races, Peasants and Workers

In nominating delegates ‘o represent the national races, peasants and workers, Selection Committees comprising
15 members each for the State/Division, Cistrict and Township levels were formed. Each Committee was chaired by a
General Administrative Officer, while personnel from Administrative Departments who possess detailed knowledge of national
racial groups, peasants and workers, together with local personages who have earned respect and trust of the populace,

made up the members.

Selection of Representatives of Intelligentsia and Technocrats

Selection Committees comprised of senior administrative officials, academicians, and inteflectuals nominated

delegates to represent the intelligentsia and technocrats.

Selection of Representatives of the State Service Personnel

Selection Bodies formed at the various Govemment Ministries and Departments nominated delegates to represent

the State Service (Government Service) Personnel.

Selection of Other Invited Personages

Persons wel-known for their political, economic, social and administrative experiences, as well as representatives
from ammed groups who had returned to the legal fcld and joined the Government and the people in the development of their

respective regions were selected for this group of delegates.



Workin Procedures

The National Convention Convening Commission drew up the working procedures which were then published
accordingly. The objective and nature of the working procedures is to facilitate the delegates in holding discussiens
systematically and freely. Therein are prescribed methods to be followed, such as:-

. Members of each group can freely elect five members of the Panel

of Chairmen to lead and sﬁpervise the deliberations of the group.

. The Panel of Chairmen and members of each group are at liberty to
schedule and hold discussions freely until matters are resalved,
without any limitation of ime.

- Each group is at fiberty to freely write and present the proposal

paper of their group.

The National Convention is an all encampassing representative body, comprising nearly 700 representatives from
the whole spectrum of the people of Myanmar. The delegate groups enjoy ample opportunity to put forth their opinions

openly, and the discussions held so far have shown ‘hat all the groups were atle to present and record their views freely.

Through the process of free and open deliberztions and mutual accommodation, the following have been achieved
at the National Convention up to the time of completion of the latest session:-
- 15 Chapter Headings for inclusion within the State Caonstitution.
- Agreementon 104 Fundamental Principles which will form the
basis for drafting of the new State Constitution.
. Detailed basic principles on three chapter headings — the State,
the State Structure, and Head of State.

. The delineation of the Legisiative, Executive and Judiciary organs.

The work of the National Convention has reached the haifway point. The delegates have reached a consensus
that the new State Constitution should be a Presidential type of constitution with a National Assembly at the Centre and that

there will be a bicameral legislature. Atthe same time, States and Divisions will have their own legislatures.

The delegates of the National Convention, the members of the National Convention Convening Committee and
the National Convention Work Committee are now studying the basic principles, regarding the powers to be distributed to
the Legislative, Administrative, and Judiciat branches. When the National Convention resumes again, focus will be on the

distribution of State Powers.

In future sessions of the National Convention, the Delegates will be discussing further the detailed basic principles

for each of the remaining Chapter Headings, that is, the Tatmadaw, Citizens and Their Fundamental Rights and



Respor'as:ibifrﬁes, Election, Political Parties, Emergency Provisions, Constitutional Amendments, State Fiag, State Emblem,

National Anthem and Capital, Transitory Provisions, and General Provisions.

Necessary documents pertaining to each of the Chapter Headings are always made available to delegates at the
appropriate time. For example, when “Citizens and Their Fundamental Rights and Responsibiliies” are discussed, all
relevant domestic and international laws, norms and standards, including the Charter of the United Nations and Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, will be taken into consideration.

ctio f the deleqates of the National Leaque for D cracy Party (N
at the Previous Session of the National Convention
Prior to the convening of the National Convention, and during the course of discussions at the coordination
meetings held from 23 June to 10 July 1992 for the Convening of the National Convention, the {eader of the representatives
from the NLD spoke at length, expressing support for inviting delegates belonging to the eight categories. From the
beginning of the National Conventien, the delegates from the NLD had been working in unity with the other delegates. They

participated in the deliberations of the Convention, expressed their views freely, and put up numerous proposal papers.

Among the proposal papers put up by the NLD, there were those that showed support for the fundamental
principles, while some suggested additions to other propesals. In cases where proposals could not be agreed upon, it was

mentioned as such and duly recorded.

As in the previous mestings of the Natonal Convention, 86 delegates from the NLD, attended the Plenary Session
held on 28 November 1595, together with other delegates. On the previous day, the NLD had sent a letter containing

criticism regarding the National Convention, to the Chairman of the National Canvention Convening Work Committee.

On 28 November 1995, in another letter to the Chairman of the National Convention Canvening Commission, the
NLD intimated that its delegates would no longer continue to attend the National Convention. The main reason given was
that the matter of dialogue wanted by them was not included in the opening address of the Chairman of the National

Convention Convening Commission.

Thereatter, the 86 NLD delegation without obtaining prior permission from the Panel of Chairmen, as required by
the Convention procedures, did not attend the meetings of the Plenary Session on 29 and 30 November 1995.
Consequently, upon presentation by the Panel of Chairmen and as provided for in paragraphs 48 and 49 of the National
Conventon Procedures, the Work Committee revoked the privilege of the 86 delegates who went absent without leave, of

being National Convention delegates.
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. The actions of the NLD can only be interpreted as those that aimed to:-
- Cancel the basic principles laid down by the National Convention because these are notin canformity with the
opinion of the NLD;
- Reorganize the National Convention with delegates of their own choosing in order to lay down basic principles
to meet with the policies of the NLD;
- Lay down new methods and pracedures to be followed according to the wishes of the NLD;

- Mave towards dialogue so as to be abie to carry out the motives mentioned above;

The maves made by the NLD were aimed at disrupting the National Convention in order to replace it with another
convention where the NLD would be able to daminate and give priority to the promotion of their party interests instead of

considering the interest of the whole nation.

The successful completion of the National Convention is regarded as a national priority. The National Convention
is an essential prerequisite for the building of a demacratic society in Myanmar. ltis being convened so that representatives
from all strata of scciety can express their views and aspirations while obtaining, by consensus, fundamental principles that
will serve as the basis for drawing up 2 new and enduring democratic State Constitution. Itis a political platform open to

representatives of all the people of Myanmar.

The matter of a single political party desiring to hold dialogue with the Government is not the concern of the National

Convention. It does not came within the purview of the task concerning the convening of the National Convention.

The National Convention Convening Commission is of the view that just because one group rejects the
programmes for building a peaceful and prosperous state and establishing a genuine multi-party democratic system, there

is no reason for it to abandon its national duties.

The National Convention will continue its work with the participation of the overwhelming majority of delegates,
including delegates from the varicus national races, who honestly and sincerely have the interests of the peopie and the State

at heart

C. THE ROLE OF THE TATMADAW

One of the abjectives laid down to serve as a guide during the deliberations at the National Convention is for the

Tatmadaw (Myanmar Armed Forces) to be able to participate in the national political leadership role of the future state.

This role envisaged for the Tatmadaw is a role in keeping with Myanmar's historical traditions. As stated by the
Foreign Minister of the Union of Myanmar in his statement to the General Assembly at its 48th Session, "The history of

Myanmar is syncnymous with the history of the Tatmadaw. Since the time of our struggle for national independence it has
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been in the forefrant of national politics ... The Tatmadaw does not covet power. Nordaes it have any desire to hold on to
the reins of power. Itis above party poiitics. However, as it represents the single disciplined organization in the nation, itis
incumbent upon it to play a leacing role in national palitics, safeguarding the naticn, the naticnal unity and national

sovereignty.”

The Tatmadaw represents the national defence force born out of aur struggle for independence more than fifty
years ago. Composed of various indigenous national races, the Tatmadaw is a positive and dynamic force, made up of none

other than the sons and daughters of the citizens of Myanmar, dedicated to the defence and weifare of the State and the

entire population.

The Tatmadaw follows the tradition of serving the people's interest loyally and faithfully. It has served to protect the
nation and the people in imes of national crisis in the period following independence. In 1948-49, when insurgency was at
its highest, it was able to successfully safeguard the nation’s existence. In 1953, when splits within the political party in power
brought about renewed threats of bloodsned, the Caretaker Government formed by the Tatmadaw returned the country to
conditions of stability and tranquility. Again in 1962, when the country faced disintegration due to machinations of some
groups who fell under the influence of foreign elements, the Tatmadaw was able to reverse the deteriorating conditions. In
1988, the Tatmadaw was again compelled to assume the responsibilities of the State as the whole administration collapsed
and the country faced the threat of total disintegration. The cisturbances which took place in 1988 posed the greatest threat
of disintegraton of the Unian. After the assumption of State responsibilites, the Tatmadaw is now endeavouring, together

with the people, to build a peaceful, prosperous and modern nation according to the aspirations of the peogle.

Al members of the Tatmadaw are volunteers who join the Armed Forces of their cwn free will, motivated by their

sense of patriotism. Since its inception, the Tatmadaw is not @ mercenary army.

This highly disciplined self-defence force imbued with a sense of patriotism has its own code of conduct besides
the Defence Services Rules and Regulations, which every member is required to observe scrupulously. They are also
required to understand and observe cvil and criminal legal procedures. Punishmentin accordance with these rules is meted
out to those found guitty of any transgression. The members of the Tatmadaw cannot break the law with impunity. In fact,

they pay more heed to the Law as they can be punished by both the military and civil courts.

The officers and rank and file of the Tatmadaw are recruited and trained systematically by motivated instructars in
highly professional military institutions. Courses on humanitadan law form part of-the curricula at the Officers’ Training
institutes. With the co-operation of the International Committee of the Red Crass, training programmes concerning the Four
Geneva Canventions of 1949 have been conducted in Myanmar for officers ranging from Tactical Operational Commanders

to lower echelons. Again, under the auspices of the ICRC, officers have been sentta Geneva and other places for further

training courses.
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. The Tatmadaw possesses unigue qualities and nobie traditions. These qualiies havg made it possible for the
Tatmadaw to shoulder successfully the national responsibilties whenever Myanmar's national sovereignty and independence
were threatened on four separate occasions in the past Alsc at present, because of such qualiies as patriotism, discipline,

loyalty, unity, efficiency, perseverance, tenacity and sacrifice, the Tatmadaw continues to obtain unprecedented achievements

in the building of the nation.

As the Tatmadaw represents the single disciplined and most cohesive organization in the country, and it has always
shouldered its primary responsibility of defending the nation, ensuring the non-disintegration of the Union, the non-
disintegration of national sofidarity, and the perpetuation of national sovereignty, itis only logical that the Tatmadaw should
play a correspanding role in the transition that the country is undergoing from one political, economic and social system to

another, as well as in the future of the State.

D. ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

The State Law and Order Restoration Council laid down the three Main National Causes on the assumgtion of State
Power in 1988:-

1. The non-disintegration of the Union

2 The non-disintegration of Naticnal Salidarity

3. Ensuring the perpetuity of National Sovereignty

The State Law and Order Restoration Council is resolute in seeing to it that there be no repetition of the total
anarchic situation which the country witnessed in late 1988. It resolutely holds the view that taking into consideration the
objective realities prevailing in the country, measures towards the adoption of a truly democratic state should be taken
methodically and systematically, one step at a time. Itis of the view that the exigencies of the current situation in the Union
demands that the prevailing laws cf the land be upheld and be enforced in order to preserve and strengthen the rule of law,
and forthe maintenance of publc order, which in turn wil protect the supreme national interest, proclaimed in the Three Main

National Causes.

The State Law and Order Restoration Council inherited more than 800 main laws when it assumed responsibility
of the State. Among these are ones enacted by former calonial rulers, and by successive Governments of the Union of
Myanmar. These Governments have enacted and used the laws to maintain peace and stability within the country, as well
as for the fair and efficient governance of the country. Myanmar managed to maintain the rule of law and stability in the
country throughout its long histary and because of this, has never posed a threat of any kind to regional peace and stability.

Myanmar has always had a sound, efficient and fair judicial system.

The present Government of the Union of Myanmar continues to keep in force those laws such as the 1923 Official

Secrets Act, the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act, the 1908 Unlawful Associations Act, the 1962 Printer and Publisher's
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Regulations Law, the 1975 Law Safeguarding the State Against the Dangers of Subversive Elements, and the Penal Cade,
enacted and used by successive Governments, which are found to be necessary for the maintenance of law and arder in

the country.

The Emergency Provisions Act came inte being in 1950 due to the armed insurgencies that arose beginning
from 1949. The then Government enacted the law in arder to be able to effectively counter the armed insurgencies and to

be able to maintain national law and order.

Even though 15 major armed groups have returned to the legai fold and have relinquished the idea of armed
struggle, the KNU continues to wage atrocities against the Government and the people as reperted in Chapter C of this
document This underlines the necessity of keeping the 1850 emergency Provisions Act in force in order to protect peace

and tranguiliity for the people in the country.

Since many naticns have such laws in order to protect law and order and to counter armed insurrectons, it cannet
be said that by keeping on the 1650 Emergency Provisions Act, Myanmar is violating human rights. Neither does the

Government make use of it lightly without careful consideration.

The Official Secrets Act was enacted in 1923, long befare Myanmar regained her independence, in arder to

protect the safety and interests of the nation from persons involved in acts such as espionage, communicating with agents
of foreign countries, divulging classiied information, obstructing the duties of the security forces, unauthorised use of security

forces’ uniforms, impersonations and harbouring spies.

Successive Governments upheld this Act without any amendment or addition to the original which was brought
into force from the time Myanmar was regarded as a province of British India during colonial times. itis not an act conceived
by the present Government nor by any of the post-independence Governments. Neither was it brought about to target any
one individual or organisation. All nations have their own versions of an official secrets act, enacted according to their own
particular stuations. Having and enforcing such an Act does not amount to a violation of human rights in Myanmar ar in any

other country.

The Unlawful Associations Act was enacted in 1908 by the colonial Government in order to be able to effectively

prevent persons from contacting and providing aid to armed insurgent groups, with a view of promoting internal peace, law
and order. It has only been continued to be applied by successive pest-independence Governments of Myanmar, and not

enacted justin 1857 as Mr. Lallah's report erroneously claims.
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. After Myanmar regained her independence, there arose a variety of armed insurgent groups. Consequently the
Government at that time had to apply the Unlawful Associations Act to pronounce these groups uniawful. Among those
unlawful groups were, Red Flag Communist Party (Burma), Red Flag Peasants’ Union, Karen National Defence Organisation

(KNDO), Burma Communist Party, Peoples Camrade Party (PCP), and Karen National Union (KNU).

Any infringement of a law in force in the country would result in legal action being taken against an individual or

individuals. Such preventive measures are not tantamount ta a violation of human rights.

The Law Safequarding the State Against the Dangers of Subversive Elements was enacted in 1975 by the

Pyithu Hiuttaw (People's Assembly) to protect and safeguard national sovereignty, national security, and the peace and

tranquillity of citizens. It was not enacted by the present government.

According to this law, if there are reasons to believe that any citizen has committed, or is committing, or is about
to commit any act which infringes upon the sovereignty and security of the State, or public peace and tranquiliity, the Council
of Ministers may pass an order as may be necessary restricting any fundamental right of such a person.

This law is a preventative measure than a law aimed at penalising any individual.

The Penal Code was enacted in 1861 by the colonial Government to take action against uniawful acts both within

and without the country. Successive Governments have continued to enforce it even after Myanmar regained her

independence.

Even though this law has been in force for ever 136 years, it has continuing relevance. All civiized States have

similar codes that seek to uphald the rule of law.

Since not all of the existing laws in the Union of Myanmar are compatible with the current palitical, economic and
social systems, a nine-member Central Law Security Board chaired by the Attarney General was formed in 1891, in order
to serutinize these laws, and to make recommendations regarding those laws which should be repealed, those which should

be amended, and those which should be substituted with new ones.

On recommendation of the Central Law Scrutiny Board, the State Law and Order Restoration Council has, of last
year repealed over 150 laws which were found not to be in conformity with the present situation. Many new laws have been
enacted. The Central Law Scrutiny Board is still involved in the process of scrutinizing laws presented to the Board by the

various ministries.
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- Mr. Lallah in his report has mentioned the Orders and Proclamations of the State Law and Order Restoration
Counci. These Orders are issued to facilitate the governing of the Nation, and not for the suppression of human rights in

the country.

The State Law and Orcder Restoration Council issued Order Nao. 2/88 in the aftermath of a state of near-anarchy
in the country, with the intenticn of hatting the deteriorating situation presentin the whole country from all sides. ltwas issued
in order to faciitate the prevalence of law and order, peace and tranquillity, smooth and secure travel and transportation, and

amelioration of the livelihood of the people.

This order addresses anly the situation of 5 or more people congregating on the streets in order to march, protest,
agitate, incte, hold meetings, and in general causing unrest among the public or to commit unlawful acts. itis in order to
prevent such ac's from happening. The crder does not concern the normal cangregation of people, but only those that have

the express purpose of instigation of people or perpetration of ilegal offences.

As the situation in the country improved after 1988, the part of the Order concerning a curfew was revoked by

Order No. 10/92.

in Myanmar, there exists many different religions such as Budchism, Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. There is

complete freedom of religion.

There are nine recognised major sects in Buddhism. Over 1200 representative sangha of these nine sects in
Myanmar convened in 1980 to establish the rules and regulations to be followed by the sangha in order to perpetuate
Buddhism and uphcld the purty of the refigion. The guidelines also calied for the systematic formation of sangha

arganisations at different levels throughout the country.

However, in 1988, various new Sangha organisations emerged and became active in non-religious activities such
as politics, threatening senior members of the Order, and disruption of the existing recognised religious organisations. In
order for the stability and upkeep of purity in religion, and with a view of maintaining law and order, Order 6/90 was issued,
banning Sangha organisations outside of the nine recognised sects and prohibiting political parties from exploiting religion.

The order cannot be construed as tantamount to religious persecution or violation of the right of freedom of association.

Prior to 1888, when Myanmar was under a one-party system, state emplayees could become members of the
Burma Socialist Programme Pary. Many of them did. Even before the State Law and Order Restoration Council took over
State responsibilities, the ruling State Council of that time issued Order 14/88 on 16-9-88 to the effect that in preparation

for moving towards a mutt-party system, all State employees should carry out their duties with allegiance only to the country
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and not to any poliical party. Consequenty, all State employees ceased to be members of the Burma Socialist Programme

Party.

In the existing Government Servants Conduct Rules, established in 1938, itis provided that State employees:-

(1) should not engage in any party politics. Moreover, they should not give financial assistance or assistance in
any manner to political parties.

(2) should not participate in any ;;oliﬁcal organisation.

(3) shall also prevent their dependents and those under their guardianship and protection from participating either
directly or indirectly in all activities which are against the State Government.

(4) shal not participate in an association, organisation, union etc., relating to service personnel which are found

not in accordance with the conditions prescribed from time to ime by the State Government.

Order 1/91 issued by the State Law and Crder Restoration Council has only revived an existing set of rules, to be
in keeping with the polical path chosen by the present Government and the people. it does not aim to undermine the right

to freedom of association.

According to Order 1/80, since the State Law and Order Restaration Council is a military government, it is a
govemment exercising Martial Law. It has also undertaken the legislative, administrative, and judiciary powers. The elected
representatives are individuals with the duty of drawing up a State Constitution for a future democratic state. Until the
emergence of a new gavernment based on the new State Constitution according to the wishes of the people, the State Law
and Order Restaration Council will not talerate the writing of a temporary Constitution that is aimed at seeking to take over

the State Power.

The Order has ruled that the elected representatives are individuals entrusted with the task of developing the new
State Constitution. It does not imply that only the elected representatives are to develop the constitution to the exclusion of
others. The Order provides for the systematic transfer of power to a new government, and does not seek to hinder the

democratisation process.

Since former State Organs including the Council of People's Justices and the Council of People's Attorneys have
been abolished, following the assumption of the State Power by the State Law and Order Restoration Council, a new
Judiciary Law regarding administratian of justice was enacted by Law No.2/88 on 26 September 1988. Law No.3/88
regarding the appointment of an Attorney General, his competence and responsibilities was also promulgated on the same

day.

A supreme court and other civil courts at State/Division and Township levels were established in accordance with

Law No.2/88.
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** Judicial Principles upon which the administration of justice shall be based are pravided in Chapter Il of the Judiciary
Law as foilows:-

a) to administer justice independently according to law

b) to protect and safeguard the interests of the people and to aid in the restoration of law and order and peace
and tranquillity

¢) to educate the people to understand and abide by the law and cultivate in the people the habit of abiding by
the law

d) to work within the framework of law for the settiement of cases

e) to dispense justice in open courts unless otherwise prohibited by law

f) to guarantee in all cases the right of defence and the right to appeal under law

g) to aim at reforming moral character in meting out punishment to offenders.

The present system of administration of justice is aimed at the flourishing of justice and equality, protecting public
welfare, rule of law, and prevalence of regional peace and tranquillity. It also aims at winning the trust and reliance of the

public in the courts.

The Code of Crminal Frocedure and other subsequent relevant Laws provide comprehensive legal framewcrk and
guarantees to ensure that a fair trial be given to every defendant at a law court. There are also legal safeguards against the

abuses of legal proceedings during trial.

The conduct of trials and the administration of justice are carried out in public courts in strict observance of the
above-mentioned seven principles and the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, that the independence of the
Judiciary is well maintained, and that there is no control or influence exercised by the Government over the administration

of justice by the Judiciary.

Arrest and Detention

In the Union of Myanmar, arrest ar detention of a person cannot be carried out without a valid reason. Arrestor
detention is made in accordance with the pravision contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The following provisions

are enacted to protect a person from arrest and detention without valid reasons:-

«  According to Section 54(1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure a persd_n can be arrested without a warrant of
the magistrate. However, in doing so, there must be vaiid reasons or gréunds for arresting that person. Under
this section, a police officer may arrest a person without an order from the magistrate, when a reasonable
comglaint or credible information has been received indicating that the person cancerned is connected with
a cognizable offence. That person concerned can also be arrested if the reasonable suspicion exists against

the person.
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Lt In addition, if a complaint is lodged against a person at a police station and if the alleged offence is within the
police jurisdiction the police officer concerned has to book the complaint under Section 154 of the Criminal
Code. If the police officer-in-charge of the police station decides to carry out any investigation under Section
156 and 157(1) of the Penal Code an arrest can be made against that person without a warrant. The officer-
in-charge can delegate this authority to a subardinate police officer.

«  Accarding to Section 220 of the Penal Code, if a person who is entrusted with the authority to detain persons
and exercises this authority with the knowledge that what he is doing is wilful and is unlawfui or that he is acting
with malice, he is liable to seven years’ imprisonment or fine cr both. This section is to prevent the detention
of a person without credible evidence.

+  No police officer has the authority to detain a person for more than 24 hours. This provision is contained in
Section 61 of the said Code.

+  According to Section 167(1) of the Cade of Criminal Procedure, a remand is necessary from a judge to detain
a person for more than 24 hours. In obtaining this remand the accused person has to appear before the

judge. The detainee can plead before the judge that he should te set free for lack of evidence or valid reason.

Right of accused while in custody

During the investigation by the police the arrested and detained person has the right to engage a lawyer, if he so
desires. Under paragraph 1198 (3) of Myanmar Police Manual the arrested and detained person may, while in police
custody, meet and seek advice from his lawyer or his relatives and friends. He may be provided with food of his liking by his

relatives and friends.

Under Section 486 of the Cade of Criminal Procedure, he has the fight to apply for grant of bail to the palice officer
either through his lawyer or by himseif during the investigation by the police. If the offence alleged against him is a bailable
one according to the second schedule of the said Code and he shall, as of right, be released on bail. Even in non-bailable
cases mentioned in the above schedule the arrested and detained person has the right to apply freely for bail to the
Magistrate concerned during the police investigation and the Court may grant him bail according to the merits of the case.
Even in cases where a person is accused of an offence punishable with death or transportation for life the Court may grant

bail to him if there is no ground to befieve that he is guilty of such an offence.

If there is na case against the arrested and detained person he shall be released. If a case is made against him

he is sent up for trial to the Court concerned.
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Protection for persons under detention

The following provisions are intended to protect a person under detention from torture and inhuman treatment.

- Section 330 of the Penal Code reads as follows:-
Whaever voiuntarily causes hurt for the purpose of extorting from the sufferer, or any persen interested
in the sufferer, any confession or any infarmation which may lead to the detection of an offence or
misconduct, or for the purpose of constraining the sufferer or any person interested in the sufferer to
restore or to cause the restaration of any property or valuable security, or to cause the restoration of any
property or valuable security, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which

may extend to seven years and shall aiso be fiable to fine.

- Similarly, Section 24 of the Evidence Act runs as follows:-
A confession made by an accused person is irrelevant in a criminal proceeding, if the making of the

confession appears to the Court to have been caused by any inducement, threat or promise.

- Section 43 (f) of the Police Act states, inter alia, any police officer who shall cffer any unwarrantable perscnal violence to
any person in his custody shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine

not exceeding three months’ pay, or with both.

- And aiso para.1380 of the Police Manual states:-
Section 43 of the Palice Act provide that any palice officer who shall offer unwarrantable gersonal violence
to any person in his custody shall be liable, on conviction befofe a magistrate to three months’
imprisonment, or to a fine, or to both, or alternatively to prosecution under the Penal Code. Apartfrom
his criminal lizbilty, the maltreatment of defenseless prisoners is a dishonourable act which cannat in any
way be extenuated and will ardinarily be punished with dismissal, whatever the rank or antecedents of the
culprit. Palice officers of all ranks will exert themselves to prevent the good name of the force being sullied

by the taintest show cf harshness or violence in the treatment of persons in custody.

Conduct of a fair trial

- Section 252 of the Code of Criminal Procedure provides:-
*When the accused appears or is brought before a Magistrate, such Magistrate shall proceed to hear the
complainant (if any) and take all such evidence as may be produced in support of the prosecution and the accused shall have

the right to cross examine the complainant (if any) and the witness produced in support of the prosecution.”
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- Section 253 provides:-
*If, upon taking all the evidence referred to in Section 252, the Magistrate finds that no case against the accused

has been made out which would warrant his conviction, he shall discharge the accused.”

- Section 254 and 255 provide:-

“If, when such evidence has be'.en taken, the Magistrate is of opinion that there is ground for presuming that the
accused has commited an offence ... the Magistrate shall frame in writing a charge against the accused. The charge shall
then be read and explained to the accused, and he shall be asked whether he is guilty or has any defence to make. If the

accused pleads guilty, the Magistrate shall record the plea and convict the accused thereon.”

- If the accused refuses to plead guitty, the accused still has the right to request that the witnesses for the prosecution
whose evidence has been taken, be recalled before the court, and be cross-examined and re-examined by him or his
defence counsel under Section 256 and Section 342. After the accused and the witnesses named by the accused have
been re-examined, if the Magistrate finds the accused notto be guilty, he will record an order of acquittal under Section 258

(1). If the Magistrate finds the accused guilty, he will convict and pass judgement on the accused.

Civil Courts

The Cours in Myanmar are constituted under the Judiciary Law of 1888, in the following order:-
a) The Supreme Cour,

b) State or Divisional Court,

¢) District Cour,

d) Township Court.

An appeal or revision from any judgement or arder of the Township Court lies to the State or Divisional Court, or
the District Court; an appeal or revision from the judgement or order of the State or Divisional Court lies to the Supreme

Court.

The Supreme Courtis empowered not only to hear appeals and revision cases. Itis also empowered to examine
an order or decision thatis notin accordance with law relating to the legal rights of the citizens. Itis also empowered to hear
and decide maritme cases. The judges are appointed by the Supreme Court. It has administrative control and general

superintendence over all courts formed by it

Administrative Court Procedure

There are administrative courts in Myanmar where rights of the workers are determined such as the Trade Disputes

Act and the Workmen's Compensation Act.
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** The Trade Disputes Act deals with dispute or differences between employers and employees, employers and
workmen, which is connected with the employment or non-employment or the term of employment. “Workmen® means
persons wha earn their livefihood by their labour or ctherwise. Employee” means a person who is responsible for the

workmen's wages.

Under the Trade Dispute Act the Government may constitute a Central Labour Committee. The Central Labour
Committee may appoint as many labour sub-committees to the Central Labour Committee whose decisions shall not be

called into question by any Civil or Criminal Court nor the Supreme Court.

Any workman who receives any personal injury by accident arising out of and in the course of his employment, his
employer is liable under Workmen's Compensation Act to pay compensation in accordance with the schedule provided in
the Act. The expression “workmen“conveys the same meaning as is mentioned abeove. The amount of compensation
depends upen the duration of service and the amount of his wages. The degree of injury is determined by a docic

appointed by the State. The word “injury” includes death.

Any dispute as to the amount or right to receive compensation is cecided by a committee known as the Warkmen's
Compensation Committee compesed of three members. The venue of the Committee is the lccal area where the accident
took place or where the parties agree or as decided by the Government. The Committee hears both parties and gives its

decision.

The decisicn of the Committee may be appealed against to the Supreme Court on a question of law cr on facts

where the quantum of compensation exceeds Kyats three hundred. The decision of the Supreme Court s final.

Military Court Procedure

Offences committed by military personnel are tried under the Defence Services Act. Uniike the presentsetup in
the ordinary criminal courts, courts under the Defence Services Act are constituted by benches consisting of not less than
five officers in the case of a general court-martial, not less than three in the case of a district court-martial, not less than three
also in the case of a summary general court-martial and one in the case of a summary court-martial. In the case of the
summary court-martial, two other officers attend to watch the proceedings. Unlike criminal courts such courts are constituted
as and when required and dissolved when not required. In all the proceedings under the general courts-martial it is
comgpulsory for a judge advocate or a persen nominated by the Judge Advocate-General to attend. The accused is entited
to a counsel as in ordinary criminal courts. The place of trial may be anywhere irrespective of the place where the offence

is committed.

The members of the courts-martial except that of summary courts-martial are subject to challenge by the accused.

A court-martial may take judicial notice of any matter within the general military knowledge of the members.
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~Ina trial for desertion or absence without leave the accused may refer to an officer in the service of the State in
support of his case. |n such an event the court shall adjourn the case and await for the reply from the aforesaid officer

without the appearance of such officer as a witness before the court.

All the Judges of the courts-martial except that of the summary court-martial are subject to canfirmation by the
higher authorities. The principle of autre fois acquit applies relating to a decision of such courts under the Defence Services
Act. But the ordinary criminal courts may try again for the same offence or on the same factor with the previous sanctien

of the Head of the State.

Unlike the Criminal Procedure Code, under the Defence Services Act, the law of limitation applies to certain
offences. For examgle, in case of desertion and fraudulent enrolments the periad of limitation for prosecution is three years

from the date of the offence.

When a criminal court and a court-martial have each jurisdiction in respect of an offence committed by a military
personnel, it shall be the discretion of an officer empowered to convene a court-martial as to the court in which trial would
take place. If the criminal courtis of the opinien that such an offence should be tried by it, it shall call for defivery of the
aceused for trial in the criminal court or request to keep the proceedings pending till a reference is made to the Head of the

Stated. The decision of the Head of the State in this respect is final.

An appeal lies to a court-martial appeal court consisting of such cf the judges of the Supreme Court as may be
nominated by the Chief Justice of Myanmar. A further appeal lies to the Supreme Court subject to a grant of a certification

to the accused by the Attorney-General as to its fitness for appeal.

A miltary personnel whilst not in active service or notinside Myanmar or not at a frontier post commits an offence
of murder, culpable homicide not amounting to murder ar rape shall not be tried by a court-martial. [f he commits a civil
offence, otherwise than under the circumstances mentioned above, he weuld be punished in accordance with punishment

mentioned in the relevant provisians of any law in force.

E. TRADITIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF LABOUR

Myanmar has been subjected to criticisms from some quarters for whatis termed “forced labour”. In Myanmar
valuntary labour and contributed labour are essentially similar. Underlying the controversy is the fact that when citizens are
upon cccasion requested to donate their labour, itis anly for the development of their own communities, with the long-term
goal of facilitating transport, improving agriculture, and generally developing the areas in which they reside. In many

countries, community projects where residents provide labour remain a proud tradition. There can also be found traditions

of national service and those who do not wish to do military duties are required to give their ime for service in other fields.
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National Senvice is written into the law in those countries and people offer their services willingly, seeing it as their duty. There

are also others who dissent and have a desire to change the law.

There is no doubt that Myanmar is still an underdeveloped country. The people in rural and border area's are stil
poor, as contrasted with inhabitants of developed countries. But atthe same time, this leve! cf poverty is not unusual for an
underdeveloped country. The Government of Myanmar wishes only to help bring the poor people out of their continuing
cycle of poverty and to make their lives better. A review of many of the projects where Myanmar has been falsely accused
of using so-called "forced labour” will reveal that there will be long-term economic benefits for the pecple living in those
regions where the projects take place. In other words, the Government and the inhabitants of disadvantaged areas believe
that the lack of infrastructure is one of the main reasons for economic and social backwardness. It cannot be stressed
enough that having infrastructure in place will benefit the common people of the region concerned and act as a springboard

for further econcomic and social development.

Without major international aid, the Government of the Union of Myanmar can do litle to bring development to
those areas in most need, and it has to utiize the resources available to them. Hence for the people of less developed areas
are requested to cooperate toward endeavours designed to make life better for themselves and for future generations to

come.

In the context of contributed labour, Myanmar traditions also need to be taken into account. There have always
been a tradition, which dates back centuries, of labour contributed towards village improvement, building of roads, bridges,
schools, monasteries, pagodas as well as in the digging and clearing of lakes, ponds, wells, and irrigation systems. This
traditon persists to this day, leading to both mental and physical well-being. For this reason, those who can afford to have

always donated money while those that cannot danate their labour.

For their contribution towards community development, remuneration is given to the people who contribute labour,
by the government on a piece-rate basis, or at prevailing wage rates. In some cases, the authorities disburse a lump sum
of money for the benefit of the whale community. The basic needs of the workers, such as medical care, are also provided

by the departments concerned.

The armed forces personnel, when nat engaged in security duties, have always joined in with the local peopie to
complete development projects that are being conducted in their respective areaé. Since all the armed groups with the
exception of one have now returned to the legal fald, and peace has returned to thé areas once inhabited by these armed
groups, Tatmadaw personnel need net be deployed permanently in these areas any more. A large number of Tatmadawmen
are now taking full responsibility for the construction of new motar roads and railroads in Mandalay, Magway and Tanintharyi

Divisions.
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To create more job oppartunities for the local people, the Government has additionally invited construction tenders
from local private entrepreneurs to undertake excavation werks for some railway lines and to construct major highways.

Private companies who win these competitive tenders are warking within the bounds of the market economy and are paying

the workers competitively, hence the local populace are no lenger engaging in these projects.

Prisoners who have been sentenced by courts of law to include compulsary labour are sometimes allocated to carry
out their sentences at some of the infrastructure development projects. Such sentences are part of the rehabilitation process
and prisoners enjoy reduction of sentences through contribution of labour. 23 000 prisoners who had diligently contributed
their labour at the various regional development work camps have had their sentences reduced by one third under Section
401 (1) of the Penal Code by the Ministry of Home Affairs Order issued on 25 March 1695. Many prisoners whose reduced

terms have come to an end have already been released.

The members of the Armed Forces have sometimes had to empley civilian labourers (porters) for transportation
of supplies and equipment over difficult terrain in remote areas when launching military operations against armed groups.

The law provides for the hiring of civilian labourers to assist the members cf the Armed Forces who are on active duty.

Recrutment of civilian labourers are done after consultation with the local authorities and is based on the following
three criteria:-

a) They must be unemployed.

b) They must be physically fit to werk as porters

c) Areasonable amount of wages must be fixed and agreed upon before recruiting.

The civilian labourers recruited are never required to accompany the troops to the actual scene of battle, neither
are they exposed to danger. The respective military unit has the responsibility of providing wages, transport charges,
accommodation, messing and medical caver for the hired labourers. There also exist volunteer porters and professional

porters who earn their living by coffering to work.

F. HUMAN RIGHTS IN MYANMAR

Myanmar is well-known for its unique culture. Tolerance, compassion and gentleness are the hall-marks of its

unique culture. Discrimination on ground of race, religion and gender are non-existent in the Union of Myanmar throughout

its long histary.

As the Myanmar people are a religiously devout people, the universal sentiments of metta (love and goodwill),
karuna (compassion) and mudita (sympathetic joy) prevail countrywide. Because of the long and distinguished historical

and cultural heritage, traditions and religious devotion, the people of Myanmar are a gentie and tolerant people.
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- Hence; basic human rights are guaranteed not only by law but also as an essential pat of the Myanmar's custom,

culture and tradition.

Myanmar has on many occasions expressed her views and policies an humfan rights, a few of which are reproduced

below:-

- Myanmar holds the view that countries differ from each other due to differences in historical background,
cuttural traditions, religion and level of development. Culturally and in terms of perception, there exists a vast
difference between the East and West By this, we da not mean to infer that there exist no human rights
principles applicable to all persons. However, divergences can be seen in approaches and implementation
of human rights practices. At the same time, countries or groups of countries should avoid attempting to
impose their views and values of human rights on the rest of the international community. There is no-single
political and economic model applicable to all countries.

- For developing countries like Myanmar, the most essential and fundamental basic right is to meet the food,
clothing and shelter needs and to raise the standards of living of the people. Without ensuring this basic right,
other aspects of human rights cannot be effectively implemented. Although some countries stress the
importance of civil and political rights, develoging nations like Myanmar believe that equal prominence should
be accorded to economic, social and cultural rights. The right to development is especially important to
developing countries.

. It is our belief that community rights should have equal importance, if not maore, than individual rights.
Moreover, in times of conflict between individual rights and national interest, there are situations that call for
priority to be accerded to the interests of the nation. Each individual pcssesses not only rights but also duties
and obligations to his country and to his society. Itis a fact of life that over emphasis on individual rights can
lead to disorder and unrest Econormic development and political stability are interdependent since econamic
development can be obtained only during times of poliical stability. Similarly, economic development
contributes toward politicai stability.

. As the views, approaches, application and implementation of human rights differ from country to couﬁtry
because of the dissimilarities in historical experience, cultural traditions, refigion and level of develepment,
Myanmar believes that implementation of human rights in the national context should be the responsibiity and
competence of each government Human rights should not be u§ed as a pretext for interfering in matters that
are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of states. By this, it does not mean that human rights can be
systematically violated behind the barrier of non-interference. What remains paramount is'to promote human
rights thraugh international cooperation and consensus-building.

- Together with other developing and non-aligned countries, Myanmar believes that there should be strict
observance of the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity and nan-interference in the internal affairs of

other states. Myanmar is opposed to the misuse of human rights with political motives, to double standards
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and selectivity, and means of applying pressure. Such tactics are detrimental and counterproductive to the

advancement of human rights.

In the Union of Myanmar, “...there {is] total absence of discrimination based on religion. From the highest ranks
of government service and throughout the ranks of public senvice, the question of religion simply [does] not arise The
Myanmar society may in that respect be a model society." These words were not voiced by a Myanmar. They are comments
submitted to the United Nations by Madame Sadake Ogata who visited Myanmar in 1990 as an independent expert. In
Myanmar, there is complete freedom of woréhip, not only for Buddhism which is the religion of 90 per cent of the population
but also far Christianity, Islam, Hinduism as well as animists. Freedom of warship is guaranteed in beth the two previous
canstitutions of 1947 and 1974, and the State Law and Order Restoration Council, in keeping with this tradition, has
promoted complete freedom of worship, and is aiso materially and financially supporting the various religions in the country

as much as possible.

According to Myanmar customs and traditional culture, as well as under State consttutions adopted during
consecutive eras, Myanmar women have always had equal rights with men. Existing laws of the country guarantee that all

citizens, irrespective of race, religion, status, culture, place of birth or gender, are equal before the law.

Mareover, specific provisions are made in some of the laws in order to protect women and children, and the

following four laws in particutar ensure the protection of the rights of women in Myanmar:-

a) The Myanmar Buddhist Women's Special Marriage and Succession Act(1854);
b) The Suppression of Prostitution Act (1949},
¢) The Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association Law;

d) The Nursing and Maternity Law.

Provisions are also included in the Penal Code to protect women agair{st rape, illicit intercourse, torture, causing

miscarriage without one's consent, seduction and enticement.

There are also certain laws which have specific provisions for women labourers. There are provisions relating to
the protection of modesty, prevention of hazards to life and accidents and the rights of women during confinement.

Protection is given to all women prisoners.

Waomen in Myanmar are not only protected by such laws and provisions, they are also protected by Myanmar
traditions and customs, as well as customary law, religious befiefs and practices. Women's rights constitute human rights

and Myanmar women fully enjoy fundamental rights.
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N Myanmar pecple are well known for their culture, tolerance and compassion. In Myanmar society, men and women
have a symbiotic relatonship, mutually depending upon cne another. They believe that they have equal and shared

responsibilities towards the family and society. The men have a deep respect for women.

The All Myanmar Women's Affairs Committee has met with the officials of the Ministry concerned and members
of the national NGOs dealing with women's affairs to review the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

Against Women (CEDAW) for Myanmar's eventual accession to the Convention.
The status of women in Myanmar is among the highest in the warld.

An extract from the Statement made by the leader of the Myanmar Delegation to the Fourteenth Session of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child produced below clearly shows the extant and the manner in which the Myanmar

children are enjoying their basic rights:-

« . Myanmar became a State party of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child on
15 August 19¢1. In order to implement the rights of the child recagnized in that Convention the State
promulgated the Child Law in July 1993, Subsequently, the Government formed the National Committee
on the Rights of the Child so that the provisions of the law may be effectively implemented. Co mmittees
on the Rights of the Child are being formed: (14) Committees for the states and divisions; (56) at the
district level: in accordance with Section (6) of the Child Law. Juvenile C_ourts have been conferred the
powers of Juvenile Judges in areas where Juvenile courts have not been established. A programme of
action was also adopted which the Departments of Health, Basic Edﬁcation, and Social Welfare, are
implementing with the close collaboration of UNICEF. Measures have also been taken to inveive the

whole community in the implementation of the Canvention.

The culture of Myanmar clearly defines that parents undertake the primary respansibility for the
wholesome development of the child within a family environment. Monks and teachers are considered
as moral and ethical models. Society at large lends an enabling environment. There is no discrimination
between sons and daughters, and bath are equally referred to frequently as “precious jewels” and are

highly valued as such.

Religion also plays a major role in our saociety. Myanmar peaple are deeply religious. Religion lays
down that the five duties of parents include restraining the children from vice, exhorting the child to virtue,
training the child for a profession, providing for a suitable marriage when the child comes of age, and
handing over inheritance at the appropriate ime. As such, the task of taking g-ood care of one's children

has always been a part of Myanmar tradition.
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A Myanmar family is a cohesive unit based on mutual love and understanding together with the
recognition of roles that exist for older and younger members of the family. Senior members guide their
juniors, while being accorded love and respect by the younger ones, regardless of gender. This leads
to a maintaining of a peaceful and tranquil atmosphere in the family. This also lays the ground for a sexual

equality that begins from childhood.

The extended family pattern which is still predominant in Myanmar, ensures that children are
protected and supervised. With such age-old traditions, customs and relationships, situations which can
lead to the disintegration of or to violence in the family, arise but rarely. It also ensures that there is little

incidence of street children since children can atways find refuge in the extended families.

Ancther important aspect of life in Myanmar is the role of community plays in locking after the
children. Neighbours keep a caring eye an each other's families and help keep delinguency in check.
Parents in rural areas also commit their children to the care of monks at the monasteries, where they are
taught not only to read and write but also moral values. Butitis not anly in rural areas where such an
opportunity exists; monastic education has alsc been established in towns and cities for the children if

their parents so wish.

Althcugh Myanmar, in common with many countries, does face some probiems in ensuring all rights
for all children, we are convinced that due to the influence of our culture and traditions, the scope of the

problem is not as immense as some other countries face. ...

Allegations of Human Rights Violations

_Mr. Lallah has included in his repart allegations he has received of supposed human rights violations in Myanmar.
There are allegations of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, arbitrary arrest and detention, and forced labour.

These cases remain as allegations and are unproven.

As Mr. Lallah has not yet had the occasion to visit Myanmar and assess the situation himself, he has incorparated
into his repert allegations which have been supplied to him by people opposing the Government, people with questionable
political motives. The Special Rapporteur reported travelling to the Myanmar-Thai border on the Thai side with the aim of
intenviewing persons from Myanmar living in the camps in that area. It must be remembered that the few people wha have
reported these allegations are in actual fact, family members or sympathisers of armed groups fighting against the
Government or actual members of the armed groups. Ordinary citizens leading their own lives along the border would have

no reason to go and reside in camps set up by an armed group across the border. One has to take into consideration the
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great.majority of citizens belonging to the national races, who continue to live peacefully within the bounds of Myanmar

territory.

It must also be stressed that whenever cases of civil or criminal offences are brought ta the attention of the
authorities, systematic enquiries are always conducted and necessary corrective measures taken. The courts regularly hear
such cases which are brought before them. Punishment is meted out to those who are proved guilty of committing any

crime, whether the person be a civilian or armed forces personnel.

In keeping with ongoing cooperation with the United Nations, the authorities have also responded to specific
enquiries presented by Thematic Rapporteurs of the Cammissian on Human Rights with regard to alleged human rights
viclations. Butwhen vague, sweeping and unsubstantiated allegations and accusations are inferred, it can only be conciuded
that such reports are mere allegations from prejudiced sources, having no basis of truth, allegations formulated to exert

pressure by those grcups bearing ill-will towards the country.

As examples to specific allegations contained in the initial report of Mr. Lallah, necessary enquiries were conducted,

time and situation permitting. They reveal that alleged cases on investigation proved untrue.

(1) Under paragraph (A) of chapter |V, itis alleged that on 18-10-35, five "Rohingya” youths were arrested and
executed for having links with the insurgents by a Section of MI18 of Buthidaung Township.

The truth is that five youths were netther arrested nor executed as alleged. To verify whether the letter alleging
that one Abar Ahmed had contact with insurgents, the authorities questioned Yasin, Ado, Hafid Amidullah, Abar
Ahmed and Farzuland during the period of 18 to 30 October 1995. During the interrogation no cne was ill-treatad.

(2) Under Paragraph (A) of Chapter IV, #is alleged that beginning of May 1386, villagers in the Chaing Tong were

told to move, on pain of being shot. Five villagers from Kung Sar vilage were allegedly shot by Battalion 9.

Investigation on ground and situation reports reveal that in May 1996 there were neither forced locations nor
shooting of civiians in the area indicated.. Itis impossible to investigate the alleged incident at Kung Sar village as
the location of that village was not clearly defined in the allegation.

(3) Under Paragraph (8) of Chapter IV, it was mentioned that a 20 year-old from Bawgali village, Than Daung
township, Kayin State was reportedly forced to join Infantry Battalion No. 48 in June 1995 as a porter and later died
due ta injuries received by stepping on a land mine.

After making enquiries, it was found that No. 48 Infantry Battalion did not conduct any military operations in
that area during that period. 7
(4) Under Paragraph (D) of Chapter IV, it was mentioned that Daw Maing, Ma Yin Tin Swe and U Myint Thein

were also reportedly arrested on 12 January 1996.
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inquiries revealed that these individuals were neither detained nor was there any tegal action taken against
them.

(S) Under Paragraph (E) of Chapter IV, it was mentioned that a person named U Htwe wha is currently detained
in Insein Jail is said to be suffering severely from malaria and is not receiving adequate treatment.

Inquiries have been made in this regard and no person by the name of U Htwe is currently serving sentence
in that Prison.

(6) Under Paragraph (E) of Chapter IV, Mr. Lallah detailed allegations with reference to prison labour. For
instance ttis alleged that 108 out of 530 inmates died from starvation, sickness and hard work during one year in
Boke Pyin Prison Labour camp. About 500 prisoners are also said to be kept at the 30-mile labour camp where
they break rocks inta pieces for the construction of the railway in Yebyu township.

Inquiries have been made into these alleged incidents. Boke Pyin labour camp was opened on 12 August
1986 with 150 inmates. The camp is responsible for the construction of the Boke-pyin/ Lenya motar road. It has
been revealed that 4 inmates and not 108 cied of malaria. They were given medical treatment at the Boke Pyin
Township hospital but they failed to recover. In accordance with the rules and regulations the families of the
deceased were given the benefits they are entitied to.

There is no prison labour camp in Yebyu tewnship. The 30-mile Latour camp was opened on 8 October 1694
with 1250 inmates. to take partin the construcion of the Ye-Dawai railrcad. The inmates contributing labour at the
camp are not subjected to harsh prisen conditions as alleged. They are treated well and live according to the
systematic routine laid down by the prisan authorities. Their routine consists of a wake-up call at 5:30 am, breakfast
at 6:30 am, wark between 7 am to 11 am, lunch and a rest between 11 am and 1 pm, work again until 4 pm,
dinner at5 pm, prayer time at6 pm and lights-out at 8 pm. They have an adequate balanced diet and medical

care is provided.

Allegations regarcing the denial of freedom of expression and restrictions on association of a political nature are also

mentioned in Mr. Lallah's report.

In this regard, we would like to reiterate that the Government of the Union of Myanmar, with the cooperation of the
peogple, is laying the ground for a true democracy to develop in the country. Building a peaceful, prosperous and a modern
democratic State is the national goal of Myanmar. Stability, peace and tranquility and prevalence of law and order are vital

in the process of nation building.

These essential condiions have been restored in Myanmar over the past few years through the sustained efforts of
the Government and the people. Assembly and association of peaceful nature have never been restricted. Action is taken

only against those who transgress existing laws of the land.
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It must be understood that disruptions of peace and stability will not be permitted under any circumstances. The
people have learned from the painful experiences of the 1988 anarchic events. Such disruptions only hinder the course on
which the Government is set in order to bring true democracy to the country. Thus the Government will act in accordance with

the law whenever situations arise with the potential for disturbing peace and stability.

A prime example is the regular talks held on weekends by the roadside by the NLD leadership. The Government
tolerated them in spite of the inconvenience they caused in the neighbourhoad until they became inflammatory. At that point
the authorities concerned sent an inimation to the NLD to discontinue holding their talks by the roadside and that discussions,
if necessary, should be held in the compound of the NLD headquarters. However, the NLD leadership defied the authorities
and the talks continued, becaming more and more inflammatory, slandering the Government and the Tatmadaw. In May
1996, the NLD took the further step of attempting to hold a mass assemtly, with the aim of drawing a parallel State
Constitution. Since these acts of the NLD were tantamount to undermining the peace and stability of the State, it has become
necessary to prevent the obstuction, disturbance and opgosition to the peaceful and systematic transfer of responsibility of
the State, successful performance of the functions of the National Convention and building of a peaceful and madern
developed State. The State Law and Order Restoration Council was subsequently comgelled to enact Law No. 5/96
concerning the protection of the peaceful and systematic transfer of State respansibility and the perfermance of the function

of the National Cenvention against disturbances.

In another instance, in spite of prior permission from the authorities being needed for political parties to hold large
gatherings, the NLD ignored the existing administrative directives and planned to hold a so-called "All Burma Party Congress”
on 27-29 September 1956. This event was planned to coincide with majer international events, such as the 51st Session of
the UNGA and the consideration of the Cohen Amendment on Myanmar at the United States Congress. This was a

synchronised political plan to put pressure on the Government on both the domestic and international fronts.

Since May 1996, the NLD had been making moves with the objective of disrupting the stability achieved in the
country. To prevent anarchic conditions of 1988 from reappearing, the Government was compelled to call in some individuals

connected with the above Congress for questioning. No one was arrested.

Some NLD party members were also invalved, together with other poiitical activists, in the student demonstrations
in December 1996. The immediate cause of the student demonstrations was dissatisfaction at the manner in which the
Yangon City Development Cemmittee police had acted to contain a quarrel tha-t erupted between three students and some
civilians in a tea shop in Octoter. The students, making certain demands within their own campuses, were soon infiltrated
by outsiders with definite political motives. Once the students got out onto the streets, they were immediately joined by

unscrupulous persons under different guises. NLD members were to be found among them.
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The authorities however handled the situation with tact and leniency. There was nota single incident leading to

bloodshed.

During the student demonstrations, anti-gavernment underground elements of the illegal Burma Communist Party
(BCP) were discovered actively trying to stir up and foment trouble. To prevent untoward incidents happening in the volatile
situation, the authorities requested Daw Aung San Suu Kyi not to leave her compound for the time being. Nevertheless,
officials respansible for her security made .arrangements to enable her to attend and fulfil her social obligations. Likewise,
necessary arrangements were made for resbcnsible NLD party members to have access to her residence for meetings and

the smooth conduct of party affairs.

The Govermment allowed the NLD to hoid an Independence Day gathering in January. In spite of the NLD ignoring,
once more, the existing directives to apply for prior permission, they went ahead and held Union Day Celebrations in the
compound of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's residence in Fetruary. The autherities, with tolerance, allowed the to take place. Only
when an uninvited and unruly throng tried to join in did the authorities take steps to prohibit them from entering the compound

for security reasons.

G. COOPERATION WITH THE UN

Myanmar became a member of the United Nations in April 1848, three months after regaining her independence.
As a responsible member of the World Organisation, Myanmar wholeheartecly supports and strictly acheres to the principles
enshrined in the United Nations Charter. Myanmar has actively participated in the activities of the United Nations and she will

continue to do so.

The Vicechairman of the State Law and Order Restoration Council reterated Myanmar's dedication and commitment
to the principles and purpases of the Charter and pledged Myanmar's continued co-operation with the United Nations in his

address to the 50th Anniversary Special Commemorative Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

Myanmar participated in the drafting of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Moreover, Myanmar has
signed or acceded to various International Agreements and Conventions, including the 1948 Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the.Crime of Genocide, the Slavery Convention of 1926, the Forced labour Convention, 1830 (No. 29),
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise, 1948 (No.87), Canvention on the Palitical Rights of Women,
the 1949 Four Geneva Conventions, the United Nations Convention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcatic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on Climate Change and Biodiversity Convention, the
Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), Comprehensive Test

Ban Treaty (CTBT), and the Safeguard Agreement (LAEA).
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In addition to those international conventions, the State Law and Order Restoration Council has enacted numerous

domestic legisiation retating to human rights.

In response to the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions, and with the objective of discussing issues of
mutual interest, the Government of Myanmar has been conducting a dialogue with the United Nations since 1994. During
the 45th Session of UNGA, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar U Ohn Gyaw had a meeting with Dr.
Boutros Boutros Ghall, the then Secretary General of the United Nations and several rounds of discussions with Mr. Marrack

Goulding, Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs of the United Nations.

Subsequently, Under-Secretary General Mr. Raffeeudin Ahmed, Representative of the United Nations
Secretary-General and Mr. Alvaro de Soto, Assistant Secretary-General for Palitical Affairs of the United Nations visited
Myanmar in 1984 and 1595 respectvely and held discussions with the Myanmar authorities on matters of mutual interest The

Vice-Chairman cf the State Law and Order Restcration Council also met with Mr. Alvaro de Sato on 23 October, 1895 in New

York.

Further rounds of talks between Mr. Alvarc de Soto and U Ohn Gyaw were held at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York on 10 October 1896. In June 1956, U Ohn Gyaw also had discussions with Mr. Francesc Vendrall, Director of

East Asia and the Pacific, in Bangkak, Thailand.

Recently, in February 1997, Mr. Francesc Vendrall visited Myanmar and rounds of talks were held between him and

the Myanmar authorities.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar will continue to ce-aperate with the United Nations to the fullest extent

possible.
H. CONCLUSION

In spite of the many positive changes that have taken place, and are continuing to take place in Myanmar, very fittle
recognition has been given to positive aspects. Instead, negative aspects are seized on and magnified, and credence is given
to allegations rather than to concrete evidence. Itis hoped that the foregaing will help to persuade the Commission that the
situation in Myanmar should be viewed in its entirety rather than through any perceived negative aspects. Every country is a
complex mix cf conditions, all interrefated with one ancther. It would be counterproductive to focus on il-conceived grievances

and assume that they reflect the reality as a whole.
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The Government of the Union of Myanmar believes that there exists no valid ground for introducing a formal
resolution on the human rights situation in Myanmar at this year's session of the Commission, and that it warrants a deferral
of the consideration of any draft resolution on Myanmar, or a downgrading of the pracedure on this question by the

Commission.

With the cooperation on the part of the Myanmar Government, and with the positive progress and efforts it has made
as outiined in the foregoing, itis hoped that the Commission wil reciprocate by taking a balanced view on the consideration
of this question, and by not pursuing any course of action that may hamper the ongaing constructive cooperation between
Myanmar and the United Nations. Should a draft resolution be introduced at the current session of the Commission, the
foregaing considerations require that such a draft resolution fully and accurately reflect the positive developments taking place

in the Union of Myanmar.



