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MEASURES TO | MPROVE THE SI TUATI ON AND ENSURE THE HUMAN RI GHTS
AND DI GNITY OF ALL M GRANT WORKERS

Chile, El Salvador, Indonesia, Iraqg*, Mrshal |slands*,
Mexi co, Mongolia*, Mrocco*, Nepal, N caragua, Nigeria*,
Paki stan, Peru*, Philippines, South Africa and

Sri Lanka: draft resolution

1997/ ... Viol ence against wonen nigrant workers

The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling all previous resolutions on violence agai nst wonen mi grant
wor kers adopted by the General Assenbly, the Commi ssion on the Status of W nen
and the Comm ssion on Human Rights, as well as the Declaration on the
El i m nati on of Viol ence agai nst Wnen,

Taking note of resolution 1996/12 of 23 August 1996 of the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
concerning, inter alia, wonen m grant workers,

Affirm ng the outcone of the World Conference on Human Ri ghts, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ation and Devel opnent, the World Summt for
Soci al Devel oprment and the Fourth World Conference on Wonmen, specifically as

they pertain to wonen m grant workers,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c¢ and Social Council
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Noting the | arge nunbers of wonen from devel opi ng countries and from
some countries with econonmies in transition who continue to venture forth to
nore affluent countries in search of a living for thenselves and their
famlies as a consequence of, inter alia, poverty, unenployment and other
soci o-econom ¢ conditions, and acknow edgi ng the duty of sending States to
work for conditions that provide enploynment and security to their citizens,

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
conmitted agai nst the persons of wonen nigrant workers by sone enployers in
some host countries,

Encour aged by sonme neasures adopted by sone receiving States to
alleviate the plight of wonen migrant workers residing within their areas of
jurisdiction,

Reiterating that acts of violence directed agai nst wonmen inpair or
nullify their enjoyment of their human rights and fundanental freedons,

1. Determi nes to prevent and elimnate all fornms of viol ence against
wonen and girls;

2. Encourages States to enact or reinforce penal, civil, |abour and
admi ni strative sanctions in donestic |legislation to punish and redress the
wrongs done to wonen and girls who are subjected to any form of violence,
whet her in the hone, the workplace, the community or society;

3. Al so encourages States to adopt and/or inplenent and periodically

to review and analyse legislation to ensure its effectiveness in elimnating
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, enphasizing the prevention of violence and the
prosecution of offenders, and to take neasures to ensure the protection of
wonen subjected to violence and that they have access to just and effective
remedi es, including conpensation and i ndemification and healing of victins,
and for the rehabilitation of perpetrators;

4, Invites the States concerned, specifically the sending and
receiving States, to consider adopting appropriate |egal neasures agai nst
i nternmedi ari es who deliberately encourage the clandestine nmovement of workers
and who exploit wonen m grant workers;

5. Reiterates the need for States concerned, specifically the sending
and receiving States of wonen mgrant workers, to conduct regular
consul tations for the purpose of identifying problemareas in pronoting and
protecting the rights of wonmen m grant workers and ensuring health, |egal and

soci al services for them adopting specific neasures to address these
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probl ems, setting up, as necessary, linguistically and culturally accessible
services and nechani sns to i nplenment these neasures and, in general, creating
conditions that foster greater harnony and tol erance between wonen mn grant
wor kers and the rest of the society in which they reside;

6. Encourages States to consider signing and ratifying or acceding to
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families, as well as the Sl avery Convention
of 1926;

7. Requests the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights,
the Centre for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, as well as all relevant bodies and progranmes in the United Nations
system when addressing the issue of violence against wonen to give particular
attention to the issue of violence perpetrated agai nst wonen mi grant workers;

8. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of the Philippines

for hosting the United Nations Expert Group Meeting on Violence Agai nst Wnen
M grant Workers in Manila from27 to 31 May 1996;

9. Invites the regional commi ssions and the regional offices of the
I nternational Labour Organi zation to exanm ne ways and nmeans, within their
mandat es, of dealing with concerns pertaining to wonmen m grant workers;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a conprehensive report to
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fourth session on the
i mpl enmentation of the present resolution, including information received from
organs and bodi es of the United Nations system Menber States,
i ntergovernmental organizations and ot her concerned bodi es;

11. Decides to continue to consider the question at its fifty-fourth

sessi on under the rel evant agenda item



