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The neeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m

QUESTI ON OF THE VI CLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | N THE OCCUPI ED ARAB TERRI TORI ES,
I NCLUDI NG PALESTI NE (agenda item 4) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1997/13-16, 107, 109
111, 116 and 117)

THE Rl GHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF- DETERM NATI ON AND | TS APPLI CATI ON TO PEOPLES
UNDER COLONI AL OR ALI EN DOM NATI ON OR FOREI GN OCCUPATI ON (agenda item 7)
(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 23)

1. M. ZAHRAN (Egypt) said that the unani nous declaration by the Arab

del egations at Cairo in June 1996 of their determ nation to continue the peace
process required a matching comrtnent by Israel. Any failure on the part of
Israel to respect its commtnents to the agreenents reached at the Madrid
Conference would lead to a failure of the peace process and a return to the
cycle of violence and tension. Negotiations should be resuned in accordance
with the agreed timetable since delay woul d jeopardize the attai nment of a
just and | asting peace that would ensure the national rights of Pal estinians,
including their inalienable right to self-determ nation. He noted Syria's
readi ness to re-enter the negoti ations.

2. The expansi on of settlements was unacceptable: it ran counter to

i nternational |aw, hindered the peace process and should be halted. Peace
coul d be achieved only through finding a solution to the problem of Jerusal em
and guaranteeing the right of Palestinians to return to the city, agreeing to
pay compensation and respecting other United Nations resolutions. Arabs nust
enjoy the sanme rights in Jerusalemas Israelis. He thus welconmed the remarks
made the previous day by the spokesman for the European Union, who had called
the Israeli settlenent policy inconpatible with international |aw.

3. I srael nust respect the agreenents already reached: it should stop
bui | di ng new settlements in the Golan - indeed, it should w thdraw

altogether - and it should conply with Security Council resolutions regarding
Lebanon.

4, Peace coul d be achieved in the Mddle East only on the basis of the

el imi nation of nuclear, biological and chem cal weapons, in respect of which
all parties should be placed on an equal footing. Only with the elimnation
of weapons of mass destruction could the peoples of the region live in peace
and stability. While his delegation was opposed to terrorismfrom any quarter
or in any form it was equally opposed to repressive neasures agai nst innocent
civilians, which were a flagrant violation of all the internationa

conventi ons.

5. M . Yong- Shi k HWANG (Republ i c of Korea), having wel coned the signing of
the Protocol Concerning the Redepl oyment in Hebron, said that peace in the

M ddl e East region could best be described as fragile. He urged all parties
to the peace process to prevent extremi smfromderailing their quest for a

per manent peace. Human rights were central to any |lasting peace, because
human rights violations only reinforced the prevailing mstrust in the region
and led to violence. |In that context, he noted with pleasure that respect for
human ri ghts had advanced to a certain degree, as evidenced by the recent

rel ease of 31 femal e Pal estinian prisoners.
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6. Pal esti ni an econoni c devel opment was crucial in inmproving the human
rights situation, since an enhanced quality of life reduced the inclination to
resort to violence. It was in that belief that his Governnent had supplied an

assi stance package of sone US$ 12 million follow ng the signing of the

Decl aration of Principles on Interim Self-government Arrangenents in 1993 and
a further US$ 3 million in 1996. It was also involved in funding projects at
a regional level relating to econonic cooperation, devel opnment, desalination
and training.

7. In the conviction that the enhancenent of individual welfare through
econonmi ¢ devel opnent was a necessary step to the acconplishnent of a true
peace, his Governnent would continue to play its role in striving for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in Palestine. It also hoped that the principle of
sel f-determ nati on woul d be respected.

8. M. JOKONYA (Zi nbabwe), after deploring the acrinoni ous note which had
crept into the debate, said that oppression and repression could be dealt with
only by tackling the root cause; human rights violations in the occupied Arab
territories could be ended only by an inmediate and unconditional end to the
occupati on.

9. He wel coned the condemmation of Israeli intransigence by the European
Uni on, and agreed that the Pal estinian Authority nmust also rid its security
forces of those who violated human rights. However, |apses by the State
apparatus of the Pal estinian Authority could not be conpared with the horrors
i nherent in occupation. It would be insane to renege on the Osl o Agreenents
and he condemed the current Israeli |eadership' s decisions to build new
settlenents in south-east Jerusalem and close the offices of the Pal estine

Li berati on Organi zation in east Jerusal em

10. He called on the Conmi ssion to take a firm stand agai nst the occupation
by Israel of foreign territory, which was an affront to human dignity. He
hoped that the European Union's attenpt at even-handedness and its desire, in
conjunction with some of its allies, to raise respect for human rights to the
| evel of a global ethic were genuine, and not sinply another attenpt by the
strong to use human rights issues as geopolitical tools. Unfortunately, to
judge by the protection afforded to an occupying Power in certain

i nternational forunms, the powerful still exacted what they could and the weak
still granted what they had to.

11. M. MADADHA (Observer for Jordan) reiterated his Governnent's comm tnent
to finding a just and conprehensive solution to the problens of the

M ddl e East. Unfortunately, peace and stability in the region and fundanmenta
human rights were being jeopardi zed by the current settlenment policies of

I srael, which | egal experts had found to be in breach of international |aw and
i nternational agreements. |Its settlenment activities on territory over which
it had no sovereign rights violated the Fourth Geneva Convention, as pointed
out in the Special Rapporteur's report (E/ CN. 4/1997/16).

12. Furthernore, its settlenent activity in Jerusalemwas killing off the
peace process. His Governnent refused to accept any change in the status quo
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that m ght affect the final status of Jerusalem \While earlier Israel
Governnments had all owed the peace process to take root by freezing the
construction of new settlenents, the policies of the current |eadership could
not but lead to further violence.

13. The rights to personal dignity and self-determ nation were at the very
heart of the peace process. He called on the Governnent of Israel to
recogni ze that fact and to face up to the consequences of its policies on the
stability of the region. He urged that Government to generate trust and
confidence by cancelling its decisions to build new settlements in the
occupied Arab territories, particularly in east Jerusalem He wel coned the
approach taken by the European Union and urged the United States, which had
made an i nval uable contribution to the peace process, to take a firm stand on
the question of settlenents and use its influence to avoid a crisis. For its
part, the Commi ssion should condemm Israel's destructive settlenent policies.

14. M. MORJANE (CObserver for Tunisia), speaking on behalf of the

Arab Group, said that the Arab countries which had initiated the M ddle East
peace process at Madrid in 1991 had been driven by a sincere desire for a just
and | asting peace on the basis of the “land-for-peace” principle. However,
the peace process had al nost totally collapsed as a result of Israel going
back on its international agreements. |Its decision to build a new settl enent
in Jerusal em woul d change the historic character of that city, and was an
illegal act on territory occupied by force of arns.

15. The Arab Group strongly condemed the Israeli decisions to build new
settl enents, which were contrary to the spirit and letter of internationa
conventions and resolutions, as well as being a threat to the stability of the
region. The international conmmunity had rightly condemmed Israel's attenpt to
change the geographi c and denographic configuration of Jerusal em

16. He therefore urged the Conmission to do everything in its power to
persuade Israel to cancel those decisions. He called on those countries that
supported Israel financially to withhold aid until Israel honoured its

i nternational agreenents. Finally, he voiced support for the peoples of
Pal estine, the Syrian Arab Republic and Lebanon in their struggle against the
occupation and in their search for a durable peace based on international |aw.

17. Ms. TEXIER (France Libertés: Fondation Danielle Mtterrand), having
recall ed the statenent nade by her organi zation at the previous session on the
subj ect of East Tinor (E/ CN. 4/1996/SR.5), said that an event of world

i nportance had since taken place, nanely, the award of the Nobel Peace Prize
jointly to the Bishop of Dili and to M. José Ranps Horta, the advocate of a
peace plan known as the plan of the National Council of Maubere

Resi stance (NCMR). That plan, which opened the door to fruitful negotiations
capable of leading to a just and lasting peace, deserved to be closely studied
and pronoted by the Comm ssion and supported by the Security Counci l

18. There had been a conplete | ack of positive devel opments in the

Western Sahara, as evidenced by the breakdown of discussions betweeen the
Crown Prince of Morocco and nenbers of the Frente POLI SARIO. Morocco, which
continued to do everything in its power to prevent the holding of the
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ref erendum envi saged by the Security Council peace plan and schedul ed
originally for 1992, was floating the idea of regional autonomy on condition
that the Sahrawis gave up their claimto independence.

19. The Frente POLI SARI O had expressed its readi ness to engage in direct
negoti ations with Mdrocco in the presence of a nediator and in a neutra
country, while the new Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations had recently
expressed hinmself in favour of holding the referendum The parties to the
conflict should thus be encouraged to resunme their neetings on the terns
requested by the Frente POLI SARI O

20. Ms. NEURY (Centre Europe-Tiers Mnde) said that very little had changed
inthe life of the Sahrawi people since the Conmi ssion's fifty-second session
Morocco was meking it increasingly difficult for inpartial journalists and
representatives of human rights organizations to circulate freely within the
area or even to enter it. The conflict in Wstern Sahara was a
straightforward case of decol onization that could easily be resolved if the

i nternational comunity had the political will to conpel Mrocco to conformto
the spirit and the letter of the initial Peace Plan. 1In the absence of such
political will, the international Comrunity was an acconplice to the violation
of human rights in the area. She thus called on all States to cooperate with
Moroccan, Sahrawi and international non-governnmental organizations (NGOs) with
a viewto reducing tensions in the area and providi ng nmedi ati on services

bet ween the Covernnent of Mrocco and the Frente POLI SARI O

21. M. van WALT van PRAAG (Transnational Radical Party) said that his
organi zati on had been shocked but not surprised by reports of violence in the
Chi nese province of Xinjiang, which reflected the frustration felt by the

U gurs after decades of oppression aggravated by a massive popul ati on transfer
of Chinese into the region and the silence of the human rights bodies. While
it was dinstinctly doubtful whether U gurs were responsible for the recent
bonmb attacks, there was grave danger that Xinjiang m ght beconme the scene of
vi ol ent uprisings and repression unless its people were given reason to hope
for a better future.

22. Governnents, international organizations and the nedia were inclined to
take serious notice of a situation only when violence broke out. |If
non-vi ol ent nmovenents were not given the respect they deserved, they would
turn to violence and the nunber of deadly conflicts in the world would

i ncrease. The people of Tibet, for exanple, had been asking the Comm ssion
for years to express its concern at the human rights situation in their
country and to urge the Chinese Governnent to respond to the Dal ai Lama's
overtures for negotiations. An announcenent by China's |eaders that they were
willing to neet the Dalai Lama or his representatives to start a serious
process of negotiation on Tibet would surely generate an i nmense ampunt of
goodwi | | .

23. Rat her than using coercion, as the N gerian Governnent had done in
suppressing the Movenent for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), States
must be persuaded to resolve self-determ nation issues by dial ogue and
negotiation. It was tragic that Russia had not resorted sooner to
negotiations with the elected representatives of the Chechen people to resolve
the situation in Chechnya. The forthcom ng negotiati ons between the
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I ndi an Governnment and the Naga | eadership was to be wel comed. [|n Bangl adesh,
a third round of negotiations between the new Government and the

sel f-determ nati on novenents of the indigenous Junma peopl es of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts was due to begin shortly and shoul d be encouraged by the

i nternational comunity.

24. I n Papua New Cui nea, despite the positive outcone of peace tal ks on
Bougainvill e held in Decenber 1995, the Governnent was using highly paid
mercenaries to wi pe out the people's nmovenment on the island. The Comm ssion
shoul d urge the Covernnent of Papua New Cui nea to abandon its ill-advised

mer cenary adventure and use the mllions of dollars saved to finance a proper
peace process under the auspices of the United Nations.

25. Al t hough tal ks between Indonesia and Portugal on the subject of

East Ti nmor were continuing, Indonesia clearly |acked the political will to
address the East Tinorese people's legitimate claimto self-determ nation
The Governnent of Georgia al so appeared to be retreating fromits earlier
commtnments to negotiate in earnest with representatives of Abkhazia on the
subject of that territory's future

26. He urged the Conmission to take self-determination novenents seriously
in the context of its human rights mandate and, instead of waiting for arned
conflict to break out, to encourage efforts towards peaceful change through
di al ogue.

27. Ms. AULA (Pax Christi International), said that she appl auded the
Speci al Rapporteur's desire not to adopt an accusatory approach but, rather

to seek a neani ngful and constructive dialogue with all the parties concerned
and help to overcone the human rights problenms in the occupied Arab
territories (E/CN. 4/1997/16, para. 4). It was to be regretted, therefore,
that only informal neetings between the Special Rapporteur and representatives
of the Government of |srael had proved possible.

28. The nopst serious devel opnent fromthe | egal point of view was the
decision of the Israeli Hi gh Court of Justice to authorize the use of force in
the interrogation of suspects, a ruling that was tantanmount to sanctioni ng
torture and ill-treatnment in violation of Israel's international obligations.
The Speci al Rapporteur also pointed out that the closure of the occupied
territories inmposed by the Israeli authorities in the wake of security
incidents in February and March 1996 anpunted to coll ective punishnment in
violation of article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention (para. 24). Moreover,
settl enent expansion, which presupposed the confiscation of Arab-owned land in
the occupied territories, violated articles 53 and 49 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Lastly, Palestinian residents of East Jerusalemwere reported to
be increasingly treated as resident aliens by the Israeli authorities

(para. 31).

29. The recent decision to authorize the construction of a new Jew sh
settlenent in East Jerusal em had been unani nously criticized throughout the
worl d, not |east by Pope John Paul 11

30. Her organi zation appealed to Israeli citizens to oppose the dangerous
policies instigated by an extrem st mnority and al so appeal ed for
international solidarity in support of the Palestinian popul ati on suffering
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under a mlitary occupation that should be ended according to schedule and in
the spirit of the Peace Accords through negotiations conducted in reciproca
good faith.

31. Her organization was al so seriously concerned at the deterioration of
the situation in Bougainville, where 40 nercenaries belonging to the

Sout h African conpany “Executive Qutcones” who had reportedly been hired by
t he Papua New CGui nea authorities as “military advisers”, had apparently been
directly involved in mlitary operations. She supported the proposal by the
Sol onon Islands to bring the case before the International Court of Justice.

32. The crisis affecting the Kosovo region of the former Yugoslavia for the
past seven years could be resolved only by recognition of the Kosovo

popul ation's right to self-determ nation. Peace had so far been preserved in
the regi on because of the willingness of the ethnic Al banian popul ation to
achi eve i ndependence by peaceful neans under an international protectorate.

33. Her organization was al so concerned at Mrocco's continuing refusal to
apply the 1988 Peace Plan for Western Sahara and by the fact that none of the
Conmi ssion's recomendati ons concerning East Tinor had been inplenented by the
Governnment of Indonesia. It called for the adoption of a policy of nationa
reconciliation in Afghanistan and the cessation of foreign interference in
that country's affairs.

STATEMENT BY THE M NI STER FOR FOREI GN AFFAI RS OF THE NETHERLANDS

34. M. VAN M ERLO (Netherlands), speaking on behalf of the European Union
and of the associated countries of Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia, said that
human rights woul d be fundanental in the new century to both international and
donestic affairs. Concerted action would, however, be needed to keep human
rights at the top of every agenda if the world was not to witness further
horrifying loss of life such as had occurred nost recently, in Rwanda and the
former Yugosl ovi a.

35. The guardi ans of human rights fell into three main categories. The
first was that of the Menber States of the United Nations which, both

i ndividually and in regional organizations had increasingly taken upon

t hemsel ves inportant commtnents to human rights. Human rights were at the
core of the European Union and an inportant el enent of regional cooperation

wi thin the Council of Europe and the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation
i n Europe

36. The Uni on woul d continue to conbat racism discrinmnation and
i ntol erance and had designated 1997 the European Year agai nst Raci sm and
Xenophobia. Its conmmtment to human rights was also a vital elenent of its

cooperation arrangements with third countries, since all agreenments contai ned
par agr aphs show ng t he interdependence of human rights, denocracy and
devel opnent.

37. Sonetinmes there was no alternative but to confront Governnents with
their serious violations of human rights in countries where “law’ had becone
the victimof “order” and where civilians had beconme victins. States should
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not give violators of human rights and humanitarian | aw the inpression that
their deeds would go unprosecuted, or even unrecorded. For that reason, the
Union and its associates attached great inportance to the Internationa
Crimnal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, as well as to the
efforts to set up an international crimnal court.

38. A second guardi an of human rights was the United Nations organization
itself which, having been the cradle for the fornul ation of universal human
rights, had the crucial role of ensuring their inplenentation. That task
becanme ever nore conplicated. The Union and its associ ates were confident
that the new Secretary-General would continue inplenenting and strengthening
the human rights cause. They also welconmed the refornms initiated by the High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to nake the Centre for Human Rights nore capabl e
of carrying out its many duties. In that connection, they called on the
Secretary-Ceneral and the Hi gh Commi ssioner to provide the neans to support
United Nations human rights treaty bodies, the mandates for rapporteurs,
representatives and working groups fromthe Conm ssion and the progranme for
advi sory services and technical assistance.

39. The work of human rights field officers and nonitors was essenti al
since it conplenented that of the Commission's rapporteurs and wor ki ng groups
and of the human rights treaty bodies. The possibility of emergency sessions
of the Conm ssion should al so be considered. States that provided access to
United Nations human rights nmechani sns were to be conmended.

40. The third guardi an of human rights was civil society itself, especially
t hose peopl e and organi zations that defended human rights and acted as the
conscience of their societies. States should Iet human rights defenders
fulfil their crucial tasks. Had their calls been heeded in Bosnia or Rwanda,
reconciliation mght have prevented tragedy. The Union and its associ ates
woul d pay special attention to human rights defenders during the current
session. They were working very hard within the United Nations to safeguard
such defenders' rights explicitly by adopting a declaration securing their
safety and recogni zing the inportance of their work

41. That some States should wish to frustrate those efforts was a cl ear

i ndi cation that human rights defenders were still at risk, but ironically it
al so proved how i nmportant their nessage was. Although they were already
protected by the international human rights regine, it was inmportant to speak
out on their behalf because they were often left wi thout a voice by their own
Gover nment s

42. They included M. Mshood Abiola, denocratically elected President of
Nigeria in 1993 and currently in captivity; Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Nobel Prize
Laureate and di stingui shed | eader of the Myanmar opposition that had won the
el ections of 1990, currently hanpered in her freedom of movement and
expression; and M. Wi Jingsheng, currently languishing in a Chinese jail.
They stood for thousands of people whose only crine was to speak out in favour
of human rights and fundanental freedonms. Their Governments, which nust be
hel d responsible for their health and safety, should rel ease themor allow an
i ndependent judiciary to do its work. The Union had frequently raised the

i ssue of individual human rights defenders and would continue to do so.
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43. Human rights m ght have enem es, but their friends were bound to have
t he upper hand. The Comm ssion provided those friends - the guardi ans of
human rights - with a neeting place where they could work out better
approaches on human rights. Concerted action was required, building on the
consensus at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, with its reaffirmati on of
the universality of human rights and the belief that human rights were of
legitimate concern to the international conmmunity.

44, Governnments nust therefore give the United Nations and civil society the
| eeway to help human rights forward. They should cooperate with

United Nations human rights nmechani sns and respect the rights of human rights
defenders. In that way, the twenty-first century could be a century in which
vi ol ations of human rights would be prevented not nourned.

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 3) (conti nued)

Statenent by the Chairman on the hostage crisis in Peru

45, The CHAI RMAN read out the text of a statenent which the Commi ssion had
agreed upon by consensus:

“The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

1. Vi gorously condemms the occupation of the residence of the
Ambassador of Japan in Lima, Peru, and hostage-taking there by terrorist
el enents, as well as hostage-taking all over the world;

2. Recalls that it has repeatedly and firmly condemmed host age-t aki ng
as acts ainmed at the destruction of human rights;

3. Expresses its solidarity with the Governnents of Peru and Japan
as well as with the Governnents of all countries concerned, and with the
hostages and their fanilies;

4, Strongly supports the efforts of both the Peruvian and Japanese
Governnments to resolve the situation in a peaceful manner and encourages
the continuation of the conversations between the interlocutor of the
Peruvi an Governnent and the Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Movenment (MRTA)

to arrive at pronpt results;

5. Strongly demands that the hostages taken in the residence of the
Anmbassador of Japan in Lima and all other hostages held in any other
country be rel eased i mediately.”

STATEMENT BY THE M NI STER FOR FCOREI GN AFFAI RS OF FI NLAND

46. Ms. HALONEN (Fi nl and), having endorsed the statenment nmade by the

M nister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands on behalf of the European

Uni on, said that the Council of Europe, of which she was currently the

Chai rman, was Europe's forenost human rights institution and exenplified the
positive role played by regional nmechanisnms. |Its two key achi evenents were
the el aboration of legal nornms and the establishnment of an effective

i mpl enentati on nmechanism and its aimwas to extend, across the entire
European continent, a solid legal framework for human rights under which | ega
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and political issues in all nenber States would be dealt with on an equa
basis. Cooperation with other European organi zations was essential in that
regard.

47. Regi onal nechani sns nust al ways be based on universal standards, and
experience had shown that regional renmedies were not always adequate in given
country situations. For exanple, in one State which was a | ong-standi ng
menber of the Council, inprisonnent of nenbers of Parliament for politica
reasons, and even torture, were still taking place; if the Council's efforts
to address that situation failed, the Conm ssion should consider using the
various neans at its disposal

48. She wel coned the Comm ssion's thematic approach to human rights issues.
The rights of wonen, children, indigenous peoples and mnorities were the
priority areas of Finland's human rights policy. Although de jure equality
between the sexes existed in many countries, discrimnatory provisions
concerning famly |law, property rights, inheritance and even political rights
still existed and should be abolished. Moreover, wonen still did not enjoy
de facto equality. To fulfil their duties under international |aw, States
could not confine thenmselves to refraining fromoutright discrimnation; they
must take specific action to pronote de facto equality.

49. The Conmi ssion should strengthen its role in that regard by making
woren' s rights an integral part of human rights nonitoring and reporting. The
gender perspective should be incorporated into the mandates of specia
rapporteurs and into advisory services programes. Mreover, the Comm ssion
shoul d pay close attention to elections and ot her devel opnents in countries
with few wonen in their |egislatures and other el ected bodies, since such
countries could not be said to be fully denpcratic and their |aws were
unlikely to respond to wonen's needs.

50. The European Union had procl aimed 1997 as the European Year agai nst

Raci sm Al though progress had been made in setting standards for protecting
the rights of minorities and indi genous peoples, those rights nust be
strengthened, not frozen at their current mninmumlevels. The United Nations
shoul d adopt the draft declaration on the rights of indigenous people and
establish a permanent forumto ensure the effective participation of

i ndi genous people in the United Nations system

51. M nority rights should al so be addressed on a permanent basis,

inter alia by extending the mandate of the W rking Goup on Mnorities. The
Counci | of Europe, recognizing the positive connection between the protection
of minority rights and stability, had adopted a Franmework Convention for the
Protection of National Mnorities. Furthernore, all Governments were bound to
safeguard the human rights of sexual mnorities, regardless of the cultura
traditions of the country concerned.

52. She wel coned the progress nade towards the establishment of an
international crimnal court, which would play a major role in deterring
serious violations of human rights by greatly increasing the |ikelihood that

t hose responsible for war crinmes and crinmes agai nst humanity woul d be brought
to justice. The absence of inpunity was a vital condition for |asting peace
in post-conflict situations. She admired the determ nati on shown by countries
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whi ch had energed fromcrises and returned to denocratic regi nes, such as
South Africa and a nunmber of Latin Anerican countries; the whole internationa
comunity could draw | essons fromtheir experience.

53. Since international human rights norns could not be inplenented on a

pi ck- and- choose basis, Finland would continue to protest vigorously against
any reservations inconmpatible with the letter and spirit of internationa

human rights instrunents. States nust cooperate fully with internationa

human rights nonitoring nmechanisnms; the allegation that such mechanisnms pitted
devel opi ng countries agai nst devel oped ones was an artificial one that was
based on political considerations. For the sake of the victinms of human
rights violations, the Conm ssion nust pursue its work with conpl ete honesty
and seriousness.

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY COF STATE FOR EMERGENCY HUMANI TARI AN ACTI ON
OF FRANCE

54. M. EMMANUELLI (France) said that the world human rights situation had
been marked by contrasting trends over the last year. During his recent visit
to eastern Zaire, he had witnessed the plight of thousands of refugees, who
suffered from deprivation, disease and food insecurity. That situation could
become catastrophic unless aid was forthcom ng. Moreover, there was a rea
danger that the refugees could be nassacred by one or other of the parties to
the conflict. |If the ceasefire called for by the Security Council was not

i mredi ately observed, only the deploynment of a nmultinational force could
protect those people and ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid.

55. Meanwhi l e, in Burundi, the civilian popul ation was hard hit by the
effects of sanctions. Since about 1 million people had fled fromtheir hones,
humanitarian aid failed to reach them despite the international community's
efforts.

56. I n Af ghani stan, constant violations of human rights and internationa
humani tarian | aw were taking place, as noted in the relevant General Assenbly
and Security Council resolutions. O particular concern were the |iving
conditions of wonen and the closing of schools for girls. A dialogue should
be pursued with the local authorities to stop the indiscrimnnate bonbardment

of civilians. In view of the situation of persons displaced by the country's
internal strife, the international comunity shoul d encourage consultations
anong the Afghan communities and consider the conditionality of humanitarian
aid in Afghanistan. Moreover, a nunmber of volunteers working for a French NGO
were being unjustly detai ned and should be rel eased i medi ately.

57. Too little attention was being paid to the fate of the people of

East Tinmor and of the ethnic mnorities suffering fromrepression in Myannmar.
The thousands of civilians who had fled to the Thai border were at the mercy
of conbatants who regul arly rai ded refugee canps.

58. Such violations of human rights, which took place on a daily basis

t hroughout the world, were increasingly intolerable, as was the situation with
respect to prisoners of conscience, torture, extrajudicial executions,

m scarriage of justice, exploitation of children and disregard for freedom of
expression and the right to education
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59. At the sane tinme, positive devel opnments had al so occurred in the | ast
year. The report on the inpact of arnmed conflict on children (A/51/306 and
Add. 1), the Ansterdam Conference on child | abour and the Stockhol m Wrl d
Congress on the comrercial sexual exploitation of children had nobilized
States to take action. Follow ng the Stockhol m Congress, he had been pl aced
in charge of coordinating the preparation and inplenmentation of a government
pl an of action to conbat sexual violence against children.

60. Denocracy and fundamental freedonms had been restored in many countries,
as exenplified by the peace agreenents in Guatemala, the elections in
Mozambi que and the inplenentation of some aspects of the Dayton Accords in the
former Yugoslavia. The Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for
Human Ri ghts had contributed greatly to those processes, despite the

i nsufficiency of their human and financial resources, through their on-site
human rights observation nmissions. He hoped that steps would soon be taken to
open the Col onbi an of fice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner so that it could carry out
its innovative nmandate.

61. The Conmi ssion nmust address a nunber of areas to ensure the effective
enj oyment of human rights. The post-cold-war world had witnessed the
reawakeni ng of nationalism fanaticismand racial hatred, and all societies
faced problens of intolerance and racism Respect for freedom of expression
had to be reconciled with the need to conbat nessages of hatred, xenophobia
and i ntol erance, some of which called for violence, racial segregation or
denial of the principle that all nmen and wonmen were equal

62. The Commi ssion should pay as nmuch attention to econom c, social and
cultural rights as it did to civil and political rights, since all of those
rights were indivisible and interdependent. The fight agai nst poverty and
exclusion and the right to devel opnent were an integral part of the task of
def endi ng human rights. People were not free if they | acked enpl oynent,

housi ng, decent living conditions, education, health care and social services.
He had subnmitted to his own CGovernnent a bill on social cohesiveness which
woul d give marginalized groups access to health care, enploynent and housing
and safeguard their voting rights.

63. He was especially concerned about the fate of the many human rights
def enders and nenbers of hunanitarian organi zati ons who risked their freedom
or their lives to uphold the ideals affirmed by the Commission. In that

connection, he paid tribute to the nmenory of the four staff nmenbers of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC) who had been murdered in
Burundi, the three menbers of Médecins du Monde and five human rights
observers killed in Rvanda and the six | CRC staff menbers who had died in
Chechnya. A draft declaration on the rights of human rights defenders had
been under consideration by a working group of the Comm ssion for 12 years; he
hoped that the Conm ssion would show a firmconmtnent to that and all other
initiatives designed to protect such persons.

64. The rel ati ons between States on the issue of human rights were defined
in the Comm ssion. Serious violations of universally recognized human rights
must be vigorously condemmed, regardl ess of where they occurred, but
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expressions of condemation nust be acconpani ed by a dialogue. It was

i mportant to show that devel opnent and growth were linked to the progress of
denocracy and freedom and to pursue long-termefforts to pronote denocracy and
the rule of law not only in enmergency and transitional situations, but also on
a day-to-day basis.

65. States nust cooperate with the international nmechanisns for the
protection of human rights, including the Conm ssion and the human rights
treaty bodies. France would be particularly vigilant in upholding the
mandat es of the treaty bodies which cane up for renewal at the current
sessi on.

66. The Commi ssion nust | ook beyond its own activities to propose ways of
pronmoting human rights throughout the United Nations systemand in the
domestic and foreign policy of States. 1In that connection, he wel coned the

establ i shment of national human rights institutions in a growi ng nunber of
countries. The Conmi ssion should al so enphasi ze the inportant role of civi
soci ety and seek ways to strengthen its relations with the latter, inter alia
by supporting the participation of NGOs in its debates and strengthening their
capacity to take initiatives. For its part, his delegation would continue to
honour the conmitnents nmade in the 1993 Vi enna Declaration and seek practica
ways of addressing human rights issues.

67. All States that had not yet done so should be encouraged to ratify the
maj or human rights instrunents, and the Centre for Human Ri ghts shoul d be
adequately funded; the allocation of 2 per cent of the regular budget of the
United Nations would be a reasonabl e objective in that regard.

STATEMENT BY THE DEPUTY M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF | TALY

68. Ms. TOA (Italy), having endorsed the statenent by the spokesman for

t he European Union, said that protecting human rights required coordinated
action by Governments and NGOs alike. The nmenbers of the European Union

uni ted by shared val ues, considered that such action nust be based on the
fundanmental dignity of every human being, which was at the heart of every
culture, religion and civilization, and which was enshrined in many

i nternational agreenents. The universality of human rights did not, however,
preclude a variety of approaches to defending human dignity and the sanctity
of human life.

69. Her Government had thus chosen to take the initiative on the abolition
of the death penalty, a nove deeply rooted in the humani st tradition of the
Italian people. It was convinced that, if a higher degree of respect for the

sanctity of human |ife was to be established, the death penalty nust be
abol i shed. Furthernore, it believed that that was a realistic goal, which
coul d be achieved by the systematic inplenentation of existing rules that

al ready, for exanple, made it inadnmissible to carry out the death penalty on
certain categories of people, such as mnors, pregnant wonen and the mentally
ill.
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70. The goal her Governnent had set itself was a very specific one: to
i ncrease the nunber of States acceding to or ratifying the Second Optiona
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It also

hoped to persuade those countries that held different views to agree to a
nor at ori um on executi ons.

71. Her del egation would subnmit draft resolutions on Somalia and Afghanistan
for the consideration of the Conm ssion. Fighting had |eft those two very

di fferent countries w thout Governnents capabl e of exercising control over the
whol e territory or enforcing human rights. That grave problem did not nean
that the human rights of the peoples of those two countries could be ignored
by the international conunity, particularly when the suffering of the npst

vul nerabl e was only too evident.

72. Despite the difficult conditions in those countries, she believed that
it was possible to devise a strategy to prombte human rights there. In the
first place, efforts should be focused on establishing the rule of |aw, since
order, in however rudinentary a form was a prerequisite for the protection of
human rights and the rebuilding of the country concerned. Secondly, human
rights should be integrated with humanitarian i ssues, as the Secretary-Genera
had recently suggested. While material survival must remain the highest
overall priority, the international comunity could not ignore such serious
acts of discrimnation as those practised agai nst wonmen in sone areas of

Af ghani st an.

73. A conprehensive and integrated approach to human rights, in which

physi cal survival was not viewed in isolation fromthe dignity of individuals,
and which required a basic |legal and economc framework wi thin which to
operate, was the basis for responding to prolonged conflicts and obstacles to
reconstructi on and devel opnent.

74. Human rights issues could be inportant to people in their daily lives
and so overcome the reluctance of those who, wongly, attenpted to deny their
universality or even to portray them as inconpatible with nore urgent

consi derations, such as the need for peace, order or food.

75. In conclusion, she wished to draw attention to her del egation's draft
resol ution on the inportance of dissem nating information on human rights; the
forthcoming fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
woul d be an opportune moment for a wi despread canpaign to rai se awareness of
human rights. Also, the undoubted conmitnment of the Hi gh Comni ssioner, the
Centre for Human Rights and the Departnent of Public Information to that goa
shoul d receive fresh inpetus within the franework of the United Nations Decade
for Human Ri ghts Education

76. M. LI Baodong (China), speaking in exercise of the right of reply with
respect to the statenent by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the

Net herl ands, said that the historical human rights record of the Netherl ands
was by no neans glorious, its colonialists having violated human rights on a
massi ve and systenatic scale for several centuries. The spokesman for the
Eur opean Union had also onmtted to nmention the recent notorious case of
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paedophilia in a nenber State of the Union, which had shocked people
t hroughout the world, preferring instead to set hinself up as a teacher
har angui ng the representatives of devel oping countries.

77. Such behaviour was intolerable. The first and forenost principle of the
Charter of the United Nations was sovereign equality. The Netherl ands

M nister was in no position to adnmoni sh others, and would do better to
concentrate on reviewi ng the ignoble human rights record of his own country
and on tackling the human rights problens within the European Union

78. M. ABUAH (OQbserver for Nigeria), speaking in exercise of the right of
reply with respect to the statement made by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs
of the Netherlands on behal f of the European Union, said that the 1993

el ection in N geria had proved inconclusive and it was therefore inaccurate to
speak of anyone having been elected. It was also incorrect to speak of

Chief Abiola as being in captivity; Chief Abiola was currently in custody
awaiting trial on a charge of breaking the laws of his country.

The neeting rose at 5.55 p.m




