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1. The increasing nunber of internally displaced persons throughout the
world is deeply disturbing. The nain causes continue to be internal conflict,
ethnic strife, forced relocation, and gross violations of human rights. Mny
| ose their lives or suffer fromcontinuing violence, and forced di spl acenment
al so breaks up famlies, cuts inportant conmmunity ties, term nates stable

enpl oynment, precludes or forecloses formal education opportunities, and
deprives vul nerable groups within the society of vital services. The

i nternational comunity nust strengthen its efforts to provide assistance and
protection to the displaced. The best nmethod of preventing displacenment is
the strict observance and full realization of human rights.

2. At its fifty-second session, the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts adopted,

wi thout a vote, resolution 1996/52 entitled “Internally displaced persons”. *
The Commi ssion noted with appreciation the report of the representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on internally displaced persons (E/ CN 4/1996/52 and Add.1
and 2) and commended himfor the activities undertaken so far, in particular
his efforts to pronote a conprehensive strategy for better protection

assi stance and devel opnent for internally displaced persons.

3. The resol ution al so enphasi zed the need for better inplenmentation of
existing international |aw applicable to internally displaced persons,
implicitly recognizing that existing standards provide significant protection
to internally displaced persons. The conpilation and anal ysis of |egal norns
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 52/ Add. 2, hereafter “the Conpilation”) indicates that the problem
lies primarily in “the unwillingness of States, and/or in non-internationa
conflicts of dissident forces, to observe binding obligations”

4, We regret that the Conpilation has yet to be dissenm nated “wi dely” as
requested, and exists only in English. W welcone the initiative taken by the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees to produce “A reference manua
for UNHCR staff” based on the Conpilation

5. There nust be continued support for the devel opment of guiding
principles. These will provide further clarity to the |egal framework, and
could serve as a “conpact and usabl e” docunment for all those working directly
with internally displaced persons.

6. In addressing both the root causes of internal displacenment and

| ong-term sol utions (including devel opnent), particular attention should be
given to legal protection for the property-related needs of the internally

di splaced. No one should be arbitrarily deprived of their property. 2 There
must be a clear recognition of the right to restitution of property lost as a
consequence of displacenment, or to conpensation for its |oss.

7. We comend the CGovernnents of Tajikistan and Mozanbi que for inviting the
representative and facilitating his visits in 1996, thus continuing to focus
attention on the plight of the internally displaced in particular situations
(see E/CN. 4/1997/43, Add.1 and 2). W urge other Governnents to invite the
representative for initial or followup visits to their countries.

8. To date, the representative has visited 12 countries during the course
of his mandate. ® There has not been adequate follow up to his
recommendati ons and suggestions. Ampngst other things, there is a need for
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More action by the Governnents of countries visited, in particular to
make information publicly available on nmeasures actually taken at a
nati onal level, and to cooperate with the United Nations High

Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts on programmes of advisory services,
techni cal cooperation and nonitoring;

A greater conmm tment of resources by the H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts to programes which pronote the human rights of internally

di spl aced persons, including advisory services, technical cooperation
and nonitoring;

A greater conmtnment to the Task Force on Internally D splaced Persons
of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, in particular by the Departnent
of Humanitarian Affairs which convenes the Task Force, and a concerted
and coherent strategy and work plan which ensures effective follow up
measures by the rel evant organi zati ons and agenci es.

9. We urge the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to:

(a) Request the Secretary-Ceneral to allocate the necessary resources
to publish and disseninate widely the conpilation and anal ysis of |egal norns
submtted by the representative (E/ CN. 4/1996/52/Add. 2, dated 5 Decenber 1995);

(b) Call upon the representative of the Secretary-General to continue
to devel op an appropriate framework for the protection of internally displaced
persons, in particular guiding principles which will serve as a “conpact and
usabl e” docunent for all those working directly with internally displaced
per sons;

(c) Recogni ze the right to restitution of property lost as a
consequence of displacenment, or to conpensation for its |oss;

(d) Encourage Governments to invite the representative to visit their
countries;

(e) Urge Governnents of those States visited by the representative to
i mpl enment his recomendati ons and suggestions, to nmake information publicly
avail abl e on the neasures taken, and to cooperate with the H gh Commi ssi oner
for Human Ri ghts on programmes of advisory services, technical cooperation
and nonitoring;

(f) Request the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to inplenent an
ef fective programre of advisory services, technical cooperation and nonitoring
whi ch ensures the pronotion of human rights for internally displaced persons;

(9) Request the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs to commt the
necessary resources to ensure that the Task Force on Internally D splaced
Persons of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee serves as an effective forum
for follow up neasures.
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Not es

1.Introduced by Austria, sponsored by Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria,
Canada, Col onbia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark

Fi nl and, France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, the
Net her | ands, Norway, Peru, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, the Russian
Feder ati on, Sweden, and Uruguay.

2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 17, para. 2.

3. Forner Yugosl avi a, Russian Federation, Somalia, Sudan, El Salvador, Sr
Lanka, Col onbi a, Burundi, Rwanda, Peru, Tajikistan, Myzanbique.



