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1. We note with deep regret that the human rights record of the Governnent
of Sri Lanka continues to deteriorate at an alarming rate all over the island.
The gross violations of the humanitarian | aw of arnmed conflict al so cause us
grave concern. Four areas particularly concern us.

2. First, the governnent security forces persecute Tanm | civilians
t hroughout the Island. This persecution takes the form of extrajudicia
killings, disappearances, torture, arbitrary arrest and indefinite detention

Second, there is a functional enbargo on food and nmedicine to the Tam s
living in the Wanni area. Third, all Tam|ls attenpting to | eave the Wanni are
bei ng detai ned under appalling conditions. Finally, the Governnent's war
strategy in the north-east includes massive and indiscrimnate aerial bonbing
and shelling of Tam | areas.

3. VWil e many specific violations will be documented, it is inportant to
recogni ze that they all stemfroma nore basic problem which is the
Governnent's decision to conduct a war against the Tam | people using an
exclusive Sinhala arny rather than seeking a political solution which
recogni zes the existence of the Tami|ls as a people with a homel and.

4, The Government clains that the war is against the Liberation Tigers of
Tam | Eelam (LTTE) and not the Tami| people. But Sri Lanka's nethods of war
make a nockery of this claim The government forces are incapable of
differentiating between the LTTE and the Tami| civilians, so every Tam | man
or wonan beconmes a suspect in the eyes of the mlitary. The conduct of the
Sri Lankan arnmed forces is akin to drag-net fishing. The lives not required
are mai ned and thrown back into the ocean with no regard for the damage done.

5. We are constrained to condenm the CGovernnent's effective denial of food
and nedicine to Tam|s living in the Wanni area. Because of this policy
medi ci nes were not available to treat the recent outbreak of malaria during
the rainy season in the Wanni district. Currently the arny rather than

medi cal personnel deternine the type and quantity of medicines allowed into
the Wanni area. There seens to be an intentional policy of debilitating the
popul ation living in areas controlled by the LTTE. Since the recent Edibala
of fensi ve of the Governnent, the border was closed and it continues to be
closed for any traffic of food and nedicines to the Wanni district.

6. The Governnent detains all Tamils coming out of the Wanni district.
These Tamils are detained indefinitely and are kept against their will in
canps euphem stically called welfare centres. The Tanmils who are forcibly
detained in these canps live in appalling conditions. They report
overcrowdi ng, the spread of infectious diseases and the absence of adequate
sanitary facilities. Further, their unexpected detention w thout know edge of
what the future holds is a source of anxiety to these Tam|s, particularly
because they are held wi thout being charged. Their freedom of nmovenent is
deni ed only because of their identity. The Government of Sri Lanka seems to
be practising a policy of forced evacuation of the Tam|s by bonbi ng and
shel ling Tam | popul ation centres and then holding themin detention canps.

7. The arbitrary arrest and detention of Tamils in other areas of the
country continues unabated. This is particularly a problemin Col onbo, where
many Tam|s have fled to escape the war. Searches of Tam | hones at all tines



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 38
page 3

of the night and day by arned nmen have beconme a routine in Col onbo. Further
sonme security personnel repeatedly arrest Tam|ls for personal profit. The

| egal framework for such actions is the Prevention of Terrorism Act, which
allows for such arbitrary detention and arrests. Many organi zati ons have
repeatedly pointed out the Draconian nature of this [aw, which sanctions abuse
of individual rights. The energency regul ati ons under which the country is
adm ni stered also facilitate such violations of human rights. The |ega
remedi es for such actions are weak and are often beyond the neans of an

i ndi vidual citizen

8. Several independent reports have docunented the continued practice of
extrajudicial killings by the Sri Lankan arnmed forces and al so by other armed
groups under the control and direction of the arnmy. |In February 1996, the

armed forces nmurdered 24 Tanmi|l civilians including 13 wonen and 7 children
under 12 years of age in Kumarapuramin the Eastern province. Twenty-three
Tam | youths were killed and their bodies were found floating in | akes around
Col ombo. These Tamils were taken into custody and then nmurdered by the
special task force set up as a paramlitary force by the Government. In

July 1996, the charred body of a Tam | textile nmerchant detai ned under the
energency regul ations was found in the North Central province. There were
many ot her such cases indicating a fairly wi despread practice of arbitrary

extrajudicial killing by the security forces.
9. Massi ve aerial bonbing and random shelling fromarny canps in the
north-east also results in the arbitrary killings of Tam | civilians.

Nuner ous deat hs of such civilians, including nanes and ages, have been
docunented by the LTTE, |ocal Tani|l newspapers, TCHR and the Tami | community
net wor ks whi ch eventually hear news of friends and relatives. |Internationa
medi a organi zations are unable to confirmthese reports due to the
Governnent's ban on press activity within the LTTE held areas. Nonethel ess,
such random shelling seens to be designed to terrorize and punish the Tam |
peopl e, w thout any discernible strategic objectives.

10. Credi bl e sources have reported the di sappearance of 500 to 700 Tamils
fromthe Northern Jaffna district since the occupation of that area by the
government arned forces.

11. The international conmunity was nmade aware of the rape and subsequent
mur der of a 18-year-old-girl (a student in Jaffna), Krishanthy Kumaraswamny,
who was arrested at an arny checkpoint. Her nother, her 16-year-old brother
and a nei ghbour who went inquiring about her to the arny al so di sappeared and
were later found to have been nurdered by the army. Over 150 other instances
of rape and extrajudicial killings attributed to the arnmy and forces under its
direction have been reported but have not received the sane public attention
Again, the indignities visited on young Tam | wonen in their novenent between
t he many checkpoints in the Jaffna peninsula by the Sri Lankan armed forces,

t hough appal ling, are often unreported because of the fear of reprisals.

12. Torture has been practised by the armed forces on a nore intensive and
wi despread scal e during the past year. Though Sri Lanka has acceded to the
Convention against Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
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Puni shment in 1994, there has been no effective inplenmentation of its
obligations. Whatever conmi ssions that were formed recently have either not
started to function or have not been effective.

13. Credi bl e organi zati ons continue to report the extensive use of torture
and rape and m streatment of detainees and other prisoners, both nale and
female. The torture nethods include putting an individual in a gunny bag with
rats, applying chili to sensitive parts of the body, use of electric shock
beati ngs, suspension by the wists or feet, placing gasoline soaked bags over
their head, etc. Goss violations of this kind are the actions of an arny
which is essentially a hostile occupying force in the north-east. Thus, while
i ndi vi dual incidents nust be documented and criticized, we urge that this
criticismnust be acconpani ed by the nore general demand that the arned
occupation of the Tam | honel and by a hostile Sinhala army nust come to an
end.

14. Some i nternational groups have al so accused the LTTE of offences

i ncluding extrajudicial killing and detention of political opponents, though
specific information is sparse. 1In previous years, the LTTE has been accused
of killing Sinhala civilians. LTTE has consistently denied this accusation
claimng that those killed were arned Sinhala civilians fighting the LTTE on
behal f of the Governnment. |In recent times, nany have observed the absence of
any such killings by LTTE

15. We believe that the fundanental cause of the appalling human rights and
humanitarian |aw situation in the island is the conduct of a war by the
Government of Sri Lanka designed to deny the Tami| people their right, as a
people, to freely associate with the Sinhala people, as a people, on equa
ternmns.

16. The war itself is a continuation of the policy and practice of
successi ve CGovernnents of managi ng the Tanmi | popul ati on by unl eashi ng vi ol ence
and State terror against them The response of the Tam | people to this
violence in defence of their lives, their liberty and their property has been
used as an excuse by the State to continue its violence against them

17. We fear that until the Sinhala donmi nated Government and the Sinhala
opposition agree to offer a viable political solution to the Tanm | people,
viol ati ons of humanitarian | aw and human rights will continue. Unfortunately,
the current Sri Lankan policy is to use nmassive State force to terrorize and
subjugate the Tanmils in order to inmpose a solution on themw thout their
consent .

18. In view of this and in order speedily to inprove the situation, we urge
the foll owi ng specific actions:

(i) The CGovernnent of Sri Lanka should inmrediately cease its
del i berate aerial bonbardnent and shelling of Tam | civilians and
civilian objects.
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The Governnent of Sri Lanka should imediately [ift the ban on
food and nedicines into areas popul ated by the Tam | people and
take humanitarian i ssues out of the administrative control of the
armed forces.

The Government of Sri Lanka should i mediately stop the policy of
detaining every Tam | in the border town of Vavuniya and all ow
these Tami|s free nmovenent within the country.

The Governnent of Sri Lanka should either inmediately rel ease al
political prisoners and others detained without a charge or
prosecute these individuals within a reasonable tine.

The Sri Lankan arned forces should withdraw fromthe Tam |
homel and and the Governnent of Sri Lanka shoul d begin negotiations
with the LTTE with the assistance of an international nediator

The Governnent of Sri Lanka should allow i medi ate free access for
i nternational persons and the nedia to LTTE controlled and
governnment controlled areas in the north-east of the island.

19. We urge i mmedi ate action. Even as we speak, many individuals are at
risk for loss of dignity and Iife given the disastrous policies of the
Government of Sri Lanka.



