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1. Fundanental human rights violations, including serious violations of the
right to life, continue unabated in the renpte and isol ated Nuba Muntain area
of the Sudan, often wi thout any coverage or reporting by external reporters or
human rights groups. Major perpetrators of the human rights violations are
the regul ar arny and CGovernnent-backed mlitia such as the Popul ar Defence
Forces (PDF) and the Mujahidin. Al though WFDY has received a | arge nunber of
reliable testinonies on fundanmental rights violations, well-docunmented

evi dence of such violations was collected by a WDY del egati on from people in
the follow ng villages:

(a) Kuda area. On 23 March 1996, the governnent military and
param litary forces burned the season's harvest (sorghum sesanme, groundnuts
and ot her produce). Agriculture is the only source of incone and living for
the people of this area. The Government's act rendered the people destitute
and in desperate need of external help and assi stance;

(b) Tiri _area. The governnment forces stornmed the only church in the
area, stole 13 stools and other bel ongi ngs and destroyed the pictures and
other religious synbols. Bullet marks were identified in the church's walls.
Such acts al so have racist nmanifestations: on other occasions government
mlitary forces have burned down nmpbsques as well as churches, reportedly
shouting raci st slogans against the black people of the area;

(c) Tandri and Tabal dia areas. The governnent forces have burned down
all buildings and bel ongings. Governnment forces usually enter the target area
to steal valuables and then burn down buildings. Oher belongings such as
agricultural produce are said to be destroyed in toto. WDY believes that the
reason behind this deliberate policy is to forcibly displace inhabitants of
the Nuba Mountains in order to replace themw th other ethnic groups and to
resettle the Nuba in other parts of the country according to governnment plans
(usually in sem -desert areas). Many cases of mass killings and death of
civilians were reported, whether through indiscrimnate mlitary operations,
extrajudicial executions or due to war-related reasons. Mny villages were
totally uprooted or deserted by the original inhabitants.

Rape

2. Many cases of rape of young wonen and girls were reported to the

del egation. The nunber of rape cases was very high in 1995. After nounting
external pressure on the Governnment to inprove its human rights record, fewer
rape cases were reported in 1996. Rape is especially rampant in the areas of
Mendi, Rabka and El Hanra where the governnent forces have a noticeabl e
regul ar presence. Rape was usually comritted by several men who, w thout
exception, were nmenbers of the government military forces or paramlitary
mlitia. Perpetrators of this heinous crine are escorted free with inmpunity.

Forced | abour

3. Throughout 1996, forced | abour was |l argely practised by the governnent
army, especially in the areas of Mendi, Rabka, EIl Hanra and El Ehimr.
Governnment forces usually herd tens of young nmen and wonen on a daily basis to
the mlitary canps where they are forced to perform support and donestic
services for the arnmy. By the end of the day, soldiers usually keep sone
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young wonen to spend the night at the mlitary canps for sexual confort while
the rest are released w thout paynment or conpensation. On many occasions

sol diers carry young people with themto other locations in the north to
perform domestic services for househol ds.

El Rahmani a canp

4, In its deliberate policy to change the denographic status of the Nuba
Mount ai ns, the Governnent established El Rahmania canp in 1992. The canp is

| ocated about 10 kmto the north of Tallodi, towards Abu G ba and Mendi
Because of the tight security neasures surrounding this canp, no detailed

i nformati on about the conditions inside it is available. WWDY believes that
the canp is neant to accommpdate the deliberately displaced people as a first
step to transferring themto other parts of the country. People who were
forcibly removed fromtheir villages in other parts of the Nuba Muntains are
detained in this canp for about three nmonths for screening and indoctrination
After this period they are transferred to peace canps or peace villages under
the control of the CGovernnment where small quotas of food, etc. are distributed
by the Governnent-controlled Islamic relief agencies. In the peace canps
people are forced to change their religious allegiance. The nethod is sinple:
food and other necessities are distributed to those who declare Islamas their
religion and attend daily prayers, which is the usual time for food
distribution. Adults as well as children are given new |Islam c nanmes and
forced to practise Islamc rituals.

Forced conscription of children

5. Children of all ages, especially those at the secondary-school |evel

are forced to undergo mlitary training and Islamc indoctrination before
entering schools. Mlitary training, which ranges fromthree nonths to

six nmonths, is conducted in the war zones to ensure speedy dispatch of these
hastily trained recruits to the battlefields. The period can be extended
indefinitely. Sonme students never returned to school again and instead becane
soldiers for the rest of their lives. The rate of casualties anmong these
recruits is very high due to the harsh training conditions and the | ack of

nmedi cal care

6. WFDY calls on the Governnment of the Sudan to:

(a) Put an imediate end to all violations of fundanmental rights in
t he Nuba Muntains, in particular the right to life, and apply internationa
standards in the treatnent of civilians in the war zones. It should also stop
the forcible transfer of people fromtheir areas;

(b) Open the Nuba Mountain areas to external relief operations and to
human rights nonitoring, including visits by officials of the United Nations.

7. We call on the United Nations and the international conmunity at |arge
to extend all possible help and assistance to the people of the Nuba
Mount ai ns. The United Nations should take all necessary neasures to ensure
that this area is covered by Operation Life Line Sudan. There is urgent need
for health-care facilities, medical doctors and m dw ves, as well as teachers
and educational and training nmaterials.



