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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenment,
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[6 March 1997]

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

1. Et hnic groups remaining in areas where they are not - or no |longer - the
maj ority have continued to suffer intimdation and harassment throughout
Bosni a and Herzegovi na since the signing of the Dayton agreement. The Dayton
agreenent enphasi zed the right of displaced persons and refugees to return to
their hones and provi ded assurances by the parties that all persons would be
protected under the law. Despite these prom ses, there has been little
progress in the repatriation of mnorities to nmgjority areas. Those who have
tried to return have often been turned away by viol ent nobs; housi ng bel ongi ng
to mnorities has been destroyed. There has been little focus, with the
possi bl e exception of Mstar, on the continuing and pervasive persecution of
ethnic minorities and on the right to remain. The rule of |aw does not, in
fact, exist in many areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and police and courts
serve as instruments of the anti-minority policies of the entity or municipa
governments. Ethnic minorities have little or no political representation

and the press continues in nost instances to serve a nationalist agenda.
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2. Absent the protection supposedly guaranteed under donestic |aw and under
the Dayton agreenent, and given the fact that the international Stabilization
Force (SFOR), the International Police Task Force (IPTF) and other

organi zations claimto have no direct responsibility for the protection of
those without civil rights, a “security gap” exists, where there is alnbst no
one to whommnorities can turn for assistance. Even when courts find on
behal f of a minority plaintiff, the decision is rarely enforced. Although a
nunber of evicted individuals have had their housing rights reinstated, they
have rarely been able to reoccupy dwellings wi thout great difficulty, and even
if allowed to nove back in, they continue to face harassnment. Civil and/or
mlitary police are often directly involved in evictions, or refuse to

i ntervene. Local housing and refugee officials in some nmunicipalities are
part of organized crine rings which engage in the “selling” of property

bel onging to mnorities. In the case of Wst Mstar, the HVO (Bosni an Croat)
mlitary police appear to be directly involved in these mafia-type activities.
The | PTF established an Eviction Teamin Mstar, but to date they have tended
only to react after the eviction has already occurred. Evictions in other
parts of the country are taking place virtually unchecked, and the nunbers are
mounting. The result of this is a steady decline in the nunber of ethnic
mnorities, and a dimnished possibility for return of their nenbers.

3. Intimdati on and harassnent of ethnic mnorities have been prevalent in
the foll owi ng areas: throughout Republika Srpska, but especially in

Doboj/ Teslic, Banja Luka, Prnjavor, Prijedor and in the Zone of Separation
(Jusici, Gajevi, Brcko, etc.); and in the Federation towns of West Mstar
Bugoj no, Sanski Most, Zavidovici and, nmarkedly, in Sarajevo.

4, Human Ri ghts Watch calls on the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to insist on
the renoval of police officers and officials who have participated in human
rights abuses or failed to intervene, based upon reports from I PTF and human
rights nonitors; it should also demand that the Republika Srpska sign and

i mpl enent an agreenent with I PTF for the restructuring of the police force;
and that the Federation conply with vetting procedures established withinits
own restructuring agreement (especially regarding the disnissal of police

i nvolved in human rights violations or those suspected of war crinmes).

Syrian Kurds

5. Kurds are the largest non-Arab ethnic minority in the Syrian Arab
Republic, comprising about 8.5 to 10 per cent of the popul ati on of

13.8 million. By the Syrian Government’s own count in July 1996,

this includes 142,465 statel ess Kurds: 67,465 ajanib (“foreigners”) and
75,000 maktuneen (“unregistered”). These Kurds have no claimto a nationality
ot her than Syrian, and cannot relocate to another country because Syrian
authorities do not issue them passports.

6. These statel ess Kurds are not pernmitted to own |and, housing or

busi nesses, and do not have the right to vote or run for public office. They
cannot be enployed in State jobs; cannot practise as doctors or engineers; and
are denied admi ssion to public hospitals. They may not legally marry Syrian
citizens; if they do so, the marriages are not legally recognized. The
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“foreigners” are issued special identity cards, but the naktouneen are not.
Makt umeen are also not permitted to study beyond the ninth grade. Children
born to statel ess Syrian Kurdish men “inherit” the status of their fathers.
Due to the high birth rate of Kurds, the nunber of statel ess persons wll
continue to grow unless the situation is renedied.

7. Human Ri ghts Watch calls on the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights to request
that the Syrian CGovernnent take i nmedi ate steps to redress the stateless
status of all Kurds who were born in the Syrian Arab Republic, and offer
citizenship to Kurds with strong ties to Syria by reason of birth, marriage or
I ong residence in the country and who are not otherw se entitled to
citizenship in other countries, in order to bring Syria into conpliance with
articles 12, 24 and 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Politica

Ri ghts. The Conmi ssion should al so urge the Syrian Government to ensure that
every child born in the Syrian Arab Republic has the right to acquire a
nationality and is not stateless; and that Kurdish residents of Syria,
citizens and stateless alike, are protected against discrimnation on grounds
such as race, |anguage, political or other opinion, and national or socia
origin.

Kar enni_ref ugees

8. Human Ri ghts Watch wishes to call the attention of the Commr ssion on
Human Rights to the attacks on Karenni refugees from Myanmar in Thailand and
to amlitary offensive which has led to the flight of some 20,000 new
refugees since the begi nning of 1997

9. In early January, heavily armed troops of the Myanmar mlitary
governnment, the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), attacked a
refugee camp housing 13,000 Karenni refugees from Myanmar in Thailand's

Mae Hong Son district. Three refugees were killed and ei ght seriously wounded
in the attack. Later the sane nonth, a mlitia group allied with the SLORC

| aunched three sinultaneous attacks on refugee canps in Thailand housing a
total of over 40,000 Karen refugees. Three people, including a Thai citizen
were killed and two canps were razed, |eaving nearly 10,000 refugees honel ess.
Mortar shells were |aunched into another canp nearby in early February, though
no one was hurt.

10. The attacks on refugee canps in Thailand are a clear violation by the
Myanmar Government of common article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of 1949, to
whi ch Myanmar is a signatory, prohibiting violence against persons taking no
active part in hostilities.

11. G ven the violent nature of these attacks, and the vulnerability of the
refugees, it is inperative that the Royal Thai Government move the affected
refugee canps, which are perilously close to the border, to an area where they
can be adequately protected. Despite not being a signatory to the Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees, Thailand is responsible for the security
of persons who have sought refuge in its territory.

12. In early February 1997, the Myanmar Governnent |aunched a new, and
possibly final, offensive against the Karen National Union (KNU) after



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 62
page 4

ceasefire tal ks between the two broke down. As a result, some 20,000 new
refugees have sought refuge in Thailand' s Unrphang and Kachanaburi districts.
However, between 24 and 27 February sone 3,000 refugees were either refused
entry into Thailand or were pushed back into Myanmar by the Thai mlitary,
into areas where the nmilitary offensive was ongoi ng.

13. Thai | and' s admi ssion of refugees in the Unphang area, and the provision
of a tenporary canp for the 15,000 in this area, is welconed. However

Thail and is bound by customary international law to all those fleeing from
Myanmar and must therefore respect the principle of non-refoul ement.



