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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Econoni c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[12 March 1997]

1. According to the doctrine of national security, a non-conventiona
undecl ared war is in progress in Col onmbia between the Government and the
denocratic and alternative political and social novements.

2. The “enem es of public order” are not only the rebel groups but also the
civilian population which is regarded as possibly constituting the social and
political base for those groups. The war is therefore total in political,
economic, mlitary and psychol ogical terns and is evolving as the socia

resi stance and opposition novenents grow.

3. A striking feature of the doctrine of national security is the capacity
of the mlitary to adapt to this total war. One aspect of this response is
the creation of their own arnmy and a non-conventional force of soldiers and
war specialists, or what is usually known as paramlitary bodies. These
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“civilian soldiers” devote thenselves to a policy of systematic viol ence

agai nst workers and peasants, teachers, political and trade union |eaders,
comunity and indi genous | eaders and priests who defend human rights, in short
against all those who in sonme formor another do not support the groups
(economc, political or mlitary) holding the power.

4, Thi s concept of non-conventional war |eads to acts of exterm nation

agai nst various social groups, perpetrated by hired assassins fromthe armed
forces and civilians paid by |andowners and drug traffickers or directly from
armny funds.

5. The systematic viol ence has al so been used to dispossess small peasants
and speed up the process of |and concentration. This process began to take
shape with the transformati on of arable land into pastures and the

i ncorporation of small farnms into |arge estates. This has brought about

a “redistribution” of |and ownership, fromthe small plot to vast properties
in the hands of a few nerchants, industrialists, politicians and retired
mlitary personnel, which has already led to the enforced uprooting of

some 1 mllion persons.

6. Colonbia's “dirty war” thus confornms to a planned design for conbating
t he popul ar and denocratic sectors and serves the interests of the econom c
political and mlitary groups in power. The nethods of the dirty war are:

(a) Sel ective assassination of popular |eaders and activists;

(b) Arbitrary arrests and di sappearances with the conni vance of
regi onal and | ocal public prosecutors who provide the armed forces wth blank
arrest warrants on which the latter enter the names of their chosen victimns.
Anonynmous Wi tnesses give false evidence which contributes to giving an
appearance of legality to the arbitrary arrests.

7. The arned forces/paramlitary relationship:

(a) “When General Farouk Yanine Diaz arrived in the region of
Magdal ena Medio in the early 1980s as comrander of the XIV Brigade with
its headquarters in Puerto Berrio, he tried to draw up a conprehensive
anti-subversion strategy, involving the civilian population. This strategy
seenmed to be ainmed at peacenaking, but it soon becane a weapon, fuelled by
the rage and despair generated ampong the inhabitants of the region by the
guerrilla activities. Shielded by Decree No. 3398 pronul gated in 1965,
whereby military commanders were allowed to supply |ong-range weapons to
peasants organi zed into groups which had been duly registered with the
authorities, Yanine legally supported the so-called peasant self-defence
groups. By this neans the General was able to take vast areas of
Magdal ena Medio fromthe guerrillas and hinself becane a | egend” (Sintesis,
summary of the magazi nes Semana and Canbio 16, 2 Decenmber 1996). The success
achi eved by Yani ne brought him pronotion to Commander of the Second Arny
Division. This three-star general, whom sonme call “the man who pacified
Magdal ena Medi 0”, has now been charged and is under arrest for his
al l eged participation in the massacre of Segovia on 11 Novenber 1988
in which 43 persons were nurdered;
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(b) Col onel Hernando Navas Rubi o, now denpted and confined to a
mlitary garrison, as an alleged participant in the Segovia massacre;

(c) One of the npst dreaded param litary figures, who is serving a
sentence for the nurder of nore than 700 persons, Alonso de JesuUs Vaquero,
alias “Vladimr”, has informed agai nst endl ess nunbers of arny officials and
political bosses. In addition to the Segovia nassacre, they are accused of
the La Rochela massacre, inter alia, where magistrates and legal officials in
Sant ander, investigating the di sappearance of 19 tradesnen, were nurdered,

(d) Col onel Carlos Alfonso Vel 4&squez, second in command of
the 17th Brigade in Uraba and Chief of General Staff, proved in a report to
his superiors that there was official tolerance of the paramlitary nmovement
(Al ternativa magazine, No. 6, 15 February 1997), numintaining that the arny
should not commit itself to any extrenes of violence because it would | ose
legitimacy. Referring to the Convivir peasant cooperatives set up by the
M ni stry of Defence (Decree 356/94 - Surveillance and Private Security
Statute and 2535/93 - Regul ations for weapons, anmmunition and expl osives),
Col onel Vel asquez says: “They would help to keep the peace in sone areas of
Col onbi a whi ch have not experienced disturbances, but in regions |ike Uraba
it is msguided and sonewhat utopian to believe that they are going to remain
sound and free fromparamlitary infiltration. |If the State is not able to
control its own mlitary and police, it will certainly not be able to contro
peopl e who are not answerable to the State”.

8. | mpunity:

(a) Various arnmy and police officers and non-comm ssioned officers
are being investigated for their alleged responsibility in enforced
di sappearances, abductions, nassacres, torture, extrajudicial executions and
ot her crinmes against humanity. Proceedi ngs agai nst them conpri se 34 per cent
of the total of 130 cases initiated (Alternativa, No. 6, 15 January 1997);

(b) According to a Human Ri ghts Watch docunment published in
Novenber 1996, Las redes de asesinos de Col onbia (Col ombia' s networks of
mur derers), an even nore striking figure than the nunber of paramlitary
| eaders recogni zed as active in Colonbia is the nunber of officers in the
security forces inplicated in nmassacres, assassinations and torture in
conplicity with the paramlitary, who continue in active service w thout
i nterference;

(c) On 26 Novenber 1996, the Suprene Council of the Judiciary
transferred the case of General Farouk Yanine Diaz and other mlitary
personnel to military crimnal justice. The decision was based on the fact
that these persons were in active service in the Col ombian arnmy and that there
was a causal link between the acts attributed to themand the mlitary duties
in which they were engaged (Alternativa, No. 6, 15 January 1997);

(d) The human rights report of the United States State Departnent
(El_Espectador, 31 January 1997) says of Col onbia that the Sanper
adm ni stration took no action to check the increase in abuses commtted by
param litary groups, alnpst to the point of a policy of tacit acceptance. The
report does recognize that the Public Prosecutor's O fice has made progress
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but expresses regret that paramlitary |eaders such as the drug traffickers
Carl os and Fidel Castafio and the enerald magnate Victor Carranza have remai ned
out of reach of justice. Wth reference to the proceedings it goes on to say
that although mlitary |eaders warmy supported the cases (being investigated
by the Public Prosecutor) brought against the guerrilla | eaders, they objected
strongly to and in sonme cases tried to obstruct the course of proceedi ngs

agai nst nmenbers of the armed forces and paramlitary personnel. The report

cal cul ates that inmpunity covers between 97 and 99.5 per cent of the cases and
notes that all the foregoing calls in question the limted denpcracy and the
rule of law in Colonbia. As evidence of these violations and in defiance

of the courts, the drug traffickers and param litary figures Fidel and

Carl os Castafio, in a letter to the Onbudsman published in El_Ti enpo on

21 January 1997, state: “We are an anti-subversive organization with
political, social and econom c ainms who carry out armed counterinsurgency
activities; ... we do not claimto be a substitute for the State but to

suppl enent its action in places and circunstances where its presence is
i nsufficient or non-existent”.

9. All the above reveals the links between the Col onbi an police and arned
forces and their param litary groups.

10. The International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples and
the American Association of Jurists (a) urge the international comunity and
particularly the United States and the European Union i mediately to suspend
all mlitary aid to Col onbia, including training, services and arns
deliveries; (b) urge the Col ombi an CGovernnent to suspend the military officers
i nvolved in crines against humanity and to put an end to the association
between the mlitary and the paramlitary.



