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1. During the period 10-17 Decenber 1996, WFDY, together with other youth
organi zati ons and groups, organized the First International Peace Caravan to
the Sudan. The Caravan, which brought 50 young del egates fromall over the
world together with a | arge nunber of wonmen and youth representing the
pro-denmocracy forces of the north of the Sudan, visited the southern war-torn
parts of the country. The people of this area have been suffering the scourge
of a devastating civil war since 1983, yet they are largely forgotten by the

i nternational comunity. Besides advocating an overall culture of peace and
tol erance anmong t he Sudanese people and expressing solidarity with the victins
of war and gross viol ations of fundanental rights, the Caravan al so ai ned at
pronmoti ng broader respect for fundamental rights as enshrined in the body of

i nternational human rights | aw

2. Through direct discussion with the war-affected people, delegates were
able to collect first-hand evidence of fundanental rights violations, in
particular the right to life, in the visited areas. At rallies and public
meeti ngs, a number of subjects were addressed including the right to

sel f-determ nations, religious intol erance, econom c, social and cultura
rights, the eruption of slavery as a by-product of war, gender equality,
wonen's rights, as well as youth and child rights.

3. The Caravan visited the areas of Narus, Natinga, New Kush-Henman and
other areas in eastern Equatoria. All these areas are zones of mlitary
operations under the administration of the Sudan Peopl e's Liberation Mvenent
(SPLM. Visits were also organized to refugee and orphans' canmps and to

pri soner of war canps. During its stay in southern Sudan, the Caravan

wi t nessed the indiscrimnate repeated bonbardment of civilian targets by
government military forces. On 14 Decenber 1996, three rockets |aunched by
the governnent air force were exploded close to the site where del egates were
gathered for a peace rally organized in Natinga. The bonbardnent caused
severe damage to properties and the environnent.

4, The Caravan noted with great concern the plight of the displaced and
i ndi genous peoples of the areas visited. The difficult conditions are the
direct result of the ongoing civil war in their homeland and the mlitary
si ege i mposed on them by the Governnent. Del egates were deeply shocked at the
depl orable living conditions in these areas, especially with regard to
security and safety, sufficient food, potable water supply, health and
educational services. |In short, the people of these areas are | acking the
nost basic necessities of a dignified life which were guaranteed by the
Charter of the United Nations and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and
Cultural Rights.

5. The SPLM has established civil adm nistration units to organize the
daily life of the people in areas under its control. However, the systemis
not satisfactory and falls short of meeting the growi ng needs of the people.
The SPLM was encouraged to take nmore neasures for the inprovement of its

adm ni strative system and ensure broader respect and pronption of fundanenta
rights. Humanitarian organi zations and the international comunity at |arge
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were called upon to extend all possible assistance in order to consolidate
these efforts. The Caravan commended the SPLM for its observance of the
Geneva Convention in its treatnent of prisoners of war. The governnent arny
reportedly does not keep any prisoners of war.

6. Conditions of people who live in the Governnment-controlled areas in

sout hern Sudan were reportedly nore deplorable due to the Governnent's
atrocities. Native people of the areas are exposed to nassive abuses of
fundanmental rights including extrajudicial killings, rape, destruction and

| ooting of properties, displacement and the abduction of wonen and children
for slavery by the government arny and paranmilitary forces. Areas affected by
the growi ng phenonenon of slavery in the Sudan are largely in northern

Bar el - Ghazal and Upper Nile which are the regions adjacent to the northern
parts of the country.

7. The situation is further aggravated by hindrances put by the Government
before international relief and humanitarian organi zations including the
International Conmttee of the Red Cross and the United Nations. Humanitarian
organi zations require Covernnent clearance before assumng relief operations.
The Governnent usually issues clearances on a selective basis, after

del i berately prolonged procedures, with priority given to Islamc-oriented
organi zations. On some occasions the United Nations-sponsored relief
operation (Operation Life Line Sudan) has faced these sorts of hindrances
(Novenber, Decenber 1995).

8. The Caravan was deeply concerned with the situation of wonen, children
and youth the majority of whom do not know the neani ng of peace during their
lifetime. They are facing a plethora of acute difficulties especially in
refugee canmps such as the UNHCR-run Kakuna refugee canp which |acks proper
medi cal services. Refugees used to walk |Iong distance in search of medicine
and other necessities. The Caravan resolved to launch a health brigade in
order to help ease the situation. Recomendations were also nade to set up a
national youth structure to coordinate efforts for the inprovenment of the
conditions of the npbst vul nerable segnments of society. |In order to enpower
these target groups, there is an urgent need for the consolidation of civi
soci ety structures and initiatives in the area.

9. The Caravan concl uded that, despite the fact that the | egacy of both the
mlitary and denocratic rules in the Sudan is the decimation of social life
the brutal repression of fundanental rights, the castration of denocratic
institutions and the inposition of pervasive, grinding and hei nous poverty on
t he Sudanese nasses, the situation in southern Sudan and other extremely

under devel oped areas such as the Nuba Muntains and the Beja Areas (eastern
Sudan) is the worst and | acks safety and security. The present CGovernment has
surpassed all its predecessors in fostering these problens. The Governnent's
I sl ami zation and Arabi zation orientations added new di mnensions to the conflict
in a volatile multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and rmulti-religious country.

10. During a lengthy dialogue initiated between pro-denocracy social and
political groups fromthe south and north of the Sudan, the Caravan felt that
to put an end to the suffering of the people in the war-affected regions of
the Sudan, the civil conflict should cone to a halt through denocratic means
whi ch guar ant ee peaceful coexistence between the diverse races and cul tures of
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the country. A sustainable solution to the current crisis should concretely
address the issue of the right to self-determ nation for the people of
sout hern Sudan and the Nuba Munt ai ns.

Recomendat i ons

11. The Governnent of the Sudan shoul d abide by its obligations under the
Charter of the United Nations and international human rights treaties. It
shoul d al so observe international humanitarian law in the treatment of
civilians under conditions of arnmed conflicts.

12. The Governnent should put an imediate end to the civil war in the
country and enbark on a sincere dialogue to find a peaceful solution to the
country's acute political crisis and guarantee the right to self-determ nation
for the people of southern Sudan and the Nuba Muntains.

13. It should end all sorts of fundanental rights violations in the
war - af f ected zones as well as the grow ng phenonmenon of slavery and forced
conscription of youth and children

14. We call on the international conmunity to exercise all possible pressure
on the Governnment of the Sudan to respect its obligations under the Charter of
the United Nations and the international body of human rights Iaw to which the
Sudan is a party. W also call upon the United Nati ons and ot her humanitarian
organi zations to extend all possible noral and material help and assi stance to
the people in the war-affected areas in the Sudan, in particular the Nuba
Mount ai ns and the Beja areas in eastern Sudan



