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Witten statenent subnitted by the International Federation of
Human Ri ghts Leagues, a non-governnental organization in
special consultative status

The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Econoni c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
[ 28 February 1997]

Situation of human rights in Burundi

1. Si nce the previous session of the Conm ssion on Human Rights, the
situation in Burundi has steadily deteriorated, characterized by grave and
massi ve human rights violations and by the inability of the protagonists to
put an end to the violence. The massacres that have deci mated the popul ation
wi t hout distinction as to ethnic group, and which began follow ng the

assassi nation of President Ndadaye in October 1993, have continued throughout
this year and have practically finished off the ethnicization of urban

nei ghbour hoods and rural hillsides.

2. The predom nance of extrem sts of all stripes on the Burundi politica

scene has becone nore than ever a nmjor obstacle to dial ogue aimed at finding
a solution to the crisis. The total paralysis of institutions led to the
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mlitary coup d'état of July 1996, which brought Mjor Buyoya to power,
according to its instigators for the purpose of restoring peace and the rule
of law to Burundi. The International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues
strongly condemms this coup d'état, as it violates all national laws and is
certainly no solution to the serious problenms the country is experiencing.

W despread violation of human rights and in particul ar
of the forenmnst human right, the right to life

3. The Federation strongly condems the persistence of nmultiple violations
of human rights in Burundi, and in particular the innunmerable violations of
the right tolife. It draws the attention of the Conmm ssion to the

unbel i evably | arge nunber of nmassacres of civilian popul ations and sel ective
murders comm tted over the past year, in the face of w despread indifference.
These violations are attributable not only to arnmed rebel groups but also to
menbers of the arned forces, who, under the pretext of combating the
rebellion, are guilty of nunmerous abuses agai nst Burundi citizens. The people
are systematically held hostage by the various protagoni sts, who use themas a
human shield or as a neans of pressure.

4, Furthernore, today, practically the entire territory of Burundi is
divided into “ethnically purified’ zones under the control of one faction or
anot her, which adversely affects freedom of novenent and nakes it nortally
dangerous to attenpt to cross into a different ethnic zone.

Conbating inpunity and the right to justice

5. The Burundi courts, which had conpletely ceased to function, have been
operating again for a year now. Wile the Federation wel cones the revival of
the Burundi justice system it can only regret the conditions under which
trials are taking place. The essential guarantees of the right to a fair

trial are not being observed, and the courts are enpowered to pronounce death
sentences. Only rarely do the accused receive the assistance of counsel, not
only because resources are |lacking but al so because there are not enough
Burundi | awyers, and what |awers there are are afraid of defendi ng people who
do not belong to their own ethnic group under threat of reprisals against
either themor menbers of their famlies.

6. The Federation wel comes the fact that nenbers of the armed forces have
been tried for their abuses, but regrets that none of those responsible for
t he assassination of President Ndadaye has yet been brought to justice, nor
have the high-ranking officers responsible for the inadm ssible conduct of
certain arny elenments, who have been violating human rights for nore than
three years.

7. The Federation also wishes to express its profound concern at the
incredi bly | arge nunber of death sentences handed down by the courts since the
revival of judicial activity; it reiterates its principled opposition to the
application of that sentence.

Economic and social rights

8. Fol | owi ng Maj or Buyoya's coup d'état of July 1996, nei ghbouring
countries have decreed a total enbargo agai nst Burundi
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9. The Federation strongly condems the tragic inpact of this enbargo on
the basic living conditions of the population. This measure, normally
intended to deprive the parties to a conflict of the resources needed to
prolong the crisis - whereas it is well-known that each canp has “base canps”
i n nei ghbouring countries - has provoked a staggering rise in the cost of
living, speculation on staple commpdities and an appalling deterioration in
the situation of people who no | onger have access to food or basic medicine.
Emaci at ed persons are encountered with increasing frequency in Burundi, their
skin and hair turned yellow as a result of privation

Recomendat i ons

11. In the face of the sharp deterioration of the human rights situation and
t he appalling conditions in which the population is forced to live, the
Federati on urges the Conmm ssion to:

(i) Strongly condemm the grave violations of human rights, including
t he massacres of civilians and the sel ective nurders which
continued to be commtted in Burundi

(ii) Condemm the coup d'état of July 1996 and call on the Burund
authorities to restore legality as quickly as possible;

(iii) Urge the protagonists in the crisis to put a stop to the arned
vi ol ence and renew the di al ogue;

(iv) Ask the Burundi authorities to put an end to the inpunity
prevailing in the country, inter alia by strengthening the neans
available to the judicial systemand by scrupul ously ensuring the
i ndependence of the courts;

(v) Exhort States, and in particular those nei ghbouring States that
are applying the enbargo, to lift the enmbargo on staple
commodi ties for the popul ation

(vi) Call on the international conmmunity to pursue and increase its
assistance to Burundi in order to put an end to the viol ence;

(vii) Urge the international comunity to provide the assistance needed
for the proper functioning of the Burundi |egal system so that
the perpetrators of grave violations of human rights can be
rapi dly brought to justice;

(viii) Request the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to increase the
nunber of human rights observers so that they can be depl oyed
t hroughout Burundi territory;

(ix) Renew t he mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Burundi and ask the Centre for Human Rights to
make available to himall the nmeans he needs to fulfil his mandate
rapidly.



