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1. I nternational Educational Devel opnent/Humanitarian Law Project has
devot ed consi derable attention to the situation in Mexico for the past

several years. W have sent delegates for |long-term stays in Mexico and

have sent many others for short-term fact-finding mssions and human rights
trai ning sessions. W have devel oped cooperative relationshi ps with Mexican
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, including the national network of human rights
organi zations La Red Nacional de Organisnos Civiles de Derechos Humanos “Todos

| os derechos para todos” (La Red). W have also noted that the Comm ssion's
Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture and the working groups on

di sappearances and arbitrary detention have listed a nunber of cases in

Mexi co. We are pleased to provide below a sutmmary of a recent report
prepared by the Centro de Derechos Humanos M guel Agustin Pro Juarez (Pro DH)
for La Red on di sappearances, arbitrary detention and torture in Mexico to
further assist the Commission in its consideration of this item

Overvi ew

2. Di sappear ance, extrajudicial execution and arbitrary detention have
become increasingly frequent under the Zedillo adm nistration, and torture
is now standard practice. The police enjoy virtual inmpunity and the
judiciary is subjugated by the executive to repress social discontent.

The rise in the use of the mlitary in civilian roles such as public
security is alarming. Death threats against human rights defenders is so
ranpant that international analysts have placed Mexico as the country

wi th nost persecution of human rights workers. The recently inaugurated
Att orney- GCeneral of Mexico, Jorge Madrazo, publicly acknow edged the |ack of
confidence in his office and that many authorities are in violation of the
law. ' The 19 February 1997 arrest warrant for General Qutierrez Rebollo
for involvement with narco-traffickers weakens considerably the already | ow
| evel of confidence in the Governnent. 2

Di sappearances and extrajudicial executions

3. Qur organi zations attest that the nunmber of di sappearances has increased
in the past few years. Many of the di sappeared have been | eaders or activists
in political organizations critical of the Government, or nenbers of civi
organi zati ons. One nenber organi zation of our Red reports that in the |ast
several nonths there have been 100 docunented cases. ®* Due to our canpaigns,
nost reappear follow ng several days of interrogation under torture. * Pro DH
currently has the cases of 23 persons who di sappeared recently and have not
been found. Business people with alleged |inks to narcotic trafficking have
di sappeared in Tijuana, Sinaloa and Chi huahua. °

4, In Guerrero al one there have been over 100 assassi nations of comunity
| eaders and nenbers of the Partido Revol uci onario Denpcréatico (PRD) since
June 1995 and over 400 since 1988. °

Torture

5. The Supreme Court has upheld that first testinony, even if taken under
torture, takes precedence over other testinony in crimnal trials. This
ruling goes against international standards relating to torture. 7 In 1996
Mexi co pronul gated a law (La Ley Federal Contra el Crimen Organisado) allow ng
nmore than 72 hours of incomuni cado detention. These two aberrations

enhance the likelihood of torture in Mexico and illustrate a |ack of intention
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by the Governnent to eradicate torture in Mexico. On the contrary, at tine
of witing not one official is in prison for torture. And, since the 1991
“anti-torture” act, no victimof torture has received any conpensation

Arbitrary detention and torture

6. In practice, the police frequently arrest people and then begin to

i nvestigate. Therefore, many arrests occur w thout probable cause or even

any neani ngful evidence. This is particularly true in areas of social unrest
or where there are suspected narco-traffickers and typically happens as
follows. The arny or police converge on a town at night, randomy take people
into custody, and interrogate and torture themfor one to three days hoping to
obtain information about such issues as the People's Revolutionary Arny (EPR)
and traffickers. |In these cases, arrests are nade of people known to be

i nnocent. 8

Subordination of judicial authority

7. There is growi ng evidence of judicial decisions being based on politica
pressures rather than the law. Pro DH has docunented its |egal defence of
certain persons where political pressure on the judiciary was clear. ° Judges
who defy political pressure risk assassination, as was the case with Suprene
Court Magi strate Abraham Pol o Uscanga. Sone political prisoners are freed if
they agree to support el ectoral candidates they previously opposed. *°

Mlitarization

8. Mexico is facing the militarization of some of the poorest zones of the
country - Oaxaca, Chiapas, M choacan, Puebla and Chi huahua - on the pretext of
fighting guerrillas and narco-traffickers. Mlitarization brings with it
grave consequences for the lives of the farmworker comunities, and has
caused di spl acenent, interrogation, prostitution, alcoholismand assault.

9. Fol | owi ng the many cases that we have received, it has beconme clear that
the arny is targeting nenbers of civil organizations as possible menbers of
armed novenents. In areas where the EPR has appeared, whole conmmunities are

suspect. This has led to many community | eaders being detai ned, tortured,
hel d i ncormuni cado and subjected to death threats if they denounce their
captors. Searches wi thout warrants and roadbl ocks aggravate the climte of
fear and oppression in these areas.

10. Qur organi zati ons are concerned about the nunbers of mlitary personne
in the offices of the Attorney-General and the State police authorities
(Seguridad Publica). |In the Attorney-Ceneral's office nilitary personne

hold 6 of the key positions; in the Seguridad Publica they hold 25 out
of 32 such positions. There nmay be as many as 3,000 mlitary in the police
authorities throughout Mexi co.

Persecution of human rights defenders

11. Mexi can human rights organi zations are increasingly worried by direct
threats against them At our office (Pro DH) we have received bonmb threats
and our staff have received threats to their physical integrity. Some of
these threats contain information that could only be obtained with cl ose
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surveillance of our offices and activities. Al menber organizations of
La Red have received simlar threats. **

Concl usi on

12. We call upon the national and international communities to voice their
concerns regarding violations of human rights in Mexico and to encourage the
Mexi can authorities to conply with their obligations under donestic and
international law. W also ask that investigations of the Mexican situation
be undertaken by international institutions. W especially request the
Commi ssi on on Human Rights to appoint a rapporteur

Not es

1. See, for exanple, La Jornada, 6 February 1997, p. 1.

2. General Gutiérrez Rebollo was the Director of the National Institute to
Conbat Drugs (I NCD).

3.Jornado Nacional por la Libertad de Todos los Presos Politicos, Boletin de
Prensa, 20 January 1997.

4.La Red reports on the cases of Magenci o Abad Zeferino Doni nguez,
Luis Gonzaga Lara and Al fonso Al barado Lopez as exanpl es.

5. See Academ a de Derechos Humanos de Baja California, Report on
Di sappear ances (1996).

6. The human rights section of PRD has docunmentation of these killings.

7.Pro DH, Inforne para la Comisiodn Interanericana de Derechos Humanos (July
1996) at pp. 117-121

8.See, for exanple, Pro DH, La Violencia en Oaxaca (1996). Media sources

i ndicate 150 arrests of this type between June 1996 and February 1997. The
Governnment's National Comm ssion on Human Rights has a progranme to docunent
t hese cases, yet fear of reprisals keep many victinms silent.

9.Pro DH, Inforne Sobre |la Defensa Juridica de |os Presuntos Zapatistas Presos

(1997).

10. See, for exanple, the situation in Tepotzlan, docunented by Pro DH. Pro
DH, Tepotzlan: El Derecho de un Pueblo a Sobrevivir (1996).

11.La Red, Inforne Sobre la Situacion CGeneral de | os Derechos Humanos in
Mexi co (1996).

12. La Red, La Red Denunci a Canpafia Sistematica y Nacional Contra Defensores de

Der echos Humanos (June 1996). See al so, Conisi 6n Naci onal de Derechos
Humanos, |nfornme Anual (1995).




