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The Secretary-General has received the following witten statement
which is circulated in accordance with Econoni c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[13 March 1997]

1. The "peace process”, which has taken a direction extrenely detrinenta
to the Pal estinian people, has conme to a standstill. Several thousand
Pal estinian prisoners of conscience are still in prison, the Israeli

settlenments in the occupied territories - particularly in East Jerusal em
where 6,500 dwel | ings have been allocated to Jewi sh settlers - are continuing
to expand, the Israeli authorities continue to deny the Pal estinian people's

right to forma State and the Israeli arny still occupies portions of Lebanon
and Syri a.
2. Thi s non-conprehensive list of overt violations of international |aw and

of hundreds of resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assenbly and
the Security Council since 1969 is a sign of the Israeli State's tota

i ndifference to the standards generally recogni zed by the internationa
conmuni ty.

3. It is only with the indul gent conplicity of the United States that
the Israeli State is able to follow a policy of systematic infringenent of
human rights and the rights of peoples. It is obvious that many States

and non-governnmental organizations (NGOs) totally ignore human rights
violations on the part of the Israeli authorities while condemming simlar
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acts conmitted by other States. This discrimnatory position, whereby

I eni ency and severity are alternated not according to the seriousness of the
human rights violations, but according to the nature of the State responsible
for themand of its relations with the United States, brings discredit not
only upon international |aw, but also upon any nention of human rights. These
States and NGOs | ose any claimto legitinmacy by invoking international |aw as
a basis for their statenents and actions. The Pal estinian question is the
touchstone for any genuine - rather than purely political - conmmtnent to

the rule of |aw and human rights. |Indeed, few States in the internationa
comunity have shown as little respect as Israel for the standards of
international |law and, as a result, been the subject of so many resol utions
condemmi ng their actions, without suffering the slightest consequences.

Such an attitude on the part of other States would result in a proliferation
of conflicts, put an end to international law - at |east as generally
interpreted - and nake hurman rights conventions wholly ineffective.

4, Since the greatest paradox, and the nost flagrant human rights
violations, are exenplified by the situation of the Pal estinian prisoners,
incarcerated in worsening conditions despite the agreenents signed and the
peri odi ¢ negotiations between the parties to the conflict, it is urgent
for the Comm ssion on Human Rights to adopt a resolution calling for a
fact-finding mssion to the Israeli prisons, to be carried out by State
del egations in partnership with willing NGOs in order to | earn about the
conditions of detention and contribute to the release of the prisoners.



