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The situation of human rights in Rwanda

1. Since the terrible genocide and nassacres which deci mated the popul ati on
of Rwanda in 1994, the situation in the country has remai ned unsettled and the
progress nmade in certain areas should not be allowed to conceal the problens
concerning respect for human rights which are still just as acute as ever.
While the country's econony is beginning to recover, with the resunpti on of
many activities, the FIDH deplores the continuation of serious and nassive
human rights violations that conflict with the proper working of a State
subject to the rule of |aw

2. The concerns of the FIDH regarding Rwanda relate nmainly to the foll ow ng
points: the situation of those who survived the genocide and the war; the
situation of returning refugees; the situation of detainees, especially those
accused of genocide; the situation of wonen; the right to a fair trial

attacks on international humanitarian personnel

3. The situation of those who survived the genocide and the war. Although
the international conmunity has undertaken to contribute to the reconstruction
of the country by providing aid, it should be noted that nany obstacles have
prevented the funds allocated fromreaching Rvanda and a great deal of the
funds prom sed have still not arrived. Mreover, the FIDH is particularly
concerned that virtually no aid at all is being granted to the survivors of

t he genoci de, whereas these people are generally in a state of alnpst tota
destitution. Mst of themlost everything during the genocide (famly, |and,
houses) and the great majority are receiving no assistance at all. Their
situation is aggravated by the return of the refugees, when the |atter resune
possession of their property that had up to then been occupi ed by survivors.
The survivors then find thensel ves honel ess once nore, conpletely destitute
and deprived of the aid and support structures that their situation requires.
Furthernore, the FIDH expresses its deep anxiety at the increasingly alarmng
nunber of survivors who “di sappear” or are nurdered, either to prevent them
fromtestifying because they are regarded as “enbarrassi ng” or because they
are accused by certain extrem sts of having been in collusion with the
perpetrators of the genocide (this presunption of collusion hangs over all the
survivors, for they are suspected of having collaborated in order to survive).

4. Situation of returning refugees. Wile the conditions under which the
refugees have been received in Rwanda appear to be satisfactory, many
guestions remain as to the fate awaiting sone of themin the nonths to cone.
Acts of personal revenge and arrests for collusion in genocide have already
begun and there is every likelihood that they will increase.

5. Situation of detainees, especially those accused of genocide. Even
though the situation in the prisons appears to have inproved substantially
since 1995, the overcrowding in Rwandan prisons remains a matter of nmjor
concern for the FIDH  This persistent overcrowdi ng neans that the conditions

of detention are still extrenely unpleasant and difficult for the detainees:
| ack of space and equi pnent (bl ankets, clothing, etc.), lack of food and
health care. Moreover, the FIDH vigorously denounces the existence of illega

detention centres where torture and naltreatnent are conmonpl ace.
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6. The situation of wonen. The FIDH particularly wi shes to draw the
attention of the Conmi ssion to the severe deterioration in the situation of
Rwandan women. Wonen now account for the majority of the country's popul ation
and are having to | ook after not only the survivors of their own famlies but
al so orphans they have taken in and adopted. Moreover, current legislation in
Rwanda does not permt these wonen to enter into possession of the property of
their nurdered fathers, husbands or brothers, and this nmakes them even nore
destitute. The FIDH al so deplores the fact that no real attention has been
paid to the case of wonmen who were victinms of violence during and after the
genoci de, and regrets that no special neasures have been taken by the Rwandan
Government to respond appropriately to the after-effects (both physical and
psychol ogical) of this violence. Wth regard to the International Tribuna

for Rwanda, the FIDH wel cones the establishnent of a special section
responsi ble for gathering informati on on viol ent acts agai nst wonmen but

depl ores the slowness of its establishnment and the inadequacy of the measures
taken; in particular, neasures are needed so that testinonies can be gathered
within a setting that enables these wonen to speak out, in interviews with

ot her wonen, and guarantees the safety of these w tnesses.

7. Right to a fair trial. The FIDH wel cones the fact that the trials of
persons accused of genoci de have at | ast begun; nevertheless, it expresses its
very serious concern at the conditions under which the first trials have taken
place. First of all, the great majority of those charged did not have the
services of a | awer, and secondly, the few |l awers practising in Rvanda are
refusing to defend these accused persons because they fear reprisals against

t hemsel ves or nenbers of their famly. Finally, the FIDH expresses its very
great anxiety at the | arge nunber of death sentences handed down in the first
trials, when the | egal safeguards for a fair trial were not fully respected.

8. Attacks on international humanitarian personnel. The FIDH deplores and
condemms the nmurders of staff of the Centre for Human Rights, internationa
NGOs and civilian expatriates. It sincerely hopes that the investigations

being carried out by the Rwmandan authorities will quickly be conpleted so that
the perpetrators of these crinmes can be prosecuted. This would make it
possible to redeploy the international staff very soon and put an end to the
rumours whi ch suggest that a canpaign may be under way to get rid of
“inconveni ent witnesses”.

9. Recomendat i ons

(a) The FIDH urgently requests the Comrission to issue a vigorous
condemmati on of the serious violations of human rights that continue to be
commtted in Rwanda;

(b) The FIDH, deeply concerned at the situation of the survivors of
t he genoci de and crines against humanity conmtted in Rwanda in 1994, urges:

(i) The Rwandan authorities to do everything in their power to
ensure the safety of these persons, safeguard their right to
life and enable themto return to decent living conditions;

(ii) The international conmunity to pay special attention to the
situation of this population in distress;
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(c) The FIDH requests the Rwandan authorities to guarantee the safety
of the returning refugees and asks the international community to ensure that
the rights of these people whomit has persuaded to return to the country are
respect ed;

(d) The FIDH requests the Rwandan authorities and the internationa
comunity to do everything in their power to inprove the detention conditions
of prisoners, in particular by endeavouring to reduce overcrowding in prisons.
It demands the closure of illegal detention centres;

(e) The FIDH requests the Rwandan authorities and the internationa
comunity to pay very special attention to the situation of wonmen in Rwanda
fromthe econom c, legal, social and health vi ewpoints;

(f) The FIDH points out that the right to a fair trial is one of the
foundati ons of the State subject to the rule of |aw and nmust be respected
under all circunstances, particularly when the courts are enpowered to pass
t he death sentence;

(9) The FIDH urges the Rwandan authorities and the United Nations
bodi es working in Rwanda to ensure the safety of the internationa
humani t ari an personnel serving in Rwanda;

(h) The FIDH requests the Conmi ssion to renew the term of office of
the Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Rwanda and to take
all necessary neasures to ensure that he is provided with all necessary
assistance for fulfilling his nandate.



