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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenent which
is circulated in accordance with Econoni c and Soci al Council
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
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Uni ted Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on

1. The United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on has stepped into
its third year. However, recalling its principles, we regretfully have to
admt that many problens still remain with regard to achieving its ainms. 1In
order to pronote a wider recognition and reaffirm and achieve its ainms and
principles, the International Mvenent Against Al Fornms of Discrimnation and
Raci sm (1 MADR) submts the follow ng information and recomendati ons to the

i nternational comunity.

2. NGO activities for the pronotion of the Decade are considerable in
Japan. Wth active approaches by NGOs, including the | MADR Japan Comnmittee,
the Buraku Liberation League, the National Dowa Educators Association, the
Japan Teachers Union and the International Human Ri ghts NGO Network, the
Government has created a pronotion comrittee headed by the Prime Mnister and
made up of representatives of 22 ministries and agenci es concerned. A plan of
action is now under preparation by the Pronption Conmttee.

3. At the local level |ikew se, a nunber of prefectures and cities have
established their own pronotion committees involving the governors or the
mayors, and started preparation for a plan of action

4. For public awareness, nunbers of publications on the Decade have been

i ssued and semi nars and | ectures have been held by NGOs all across the
country. During Human Ri ghts Week in 1996, for exanple, nass neetings to
pronmote the Decade were organi zed in Tokyo, Osaka and Fukuoka, with, as one of
the speakers, Ms. Shulamith Koenig, Director of People' s Decade for Human

Ri ghts Education International (New York), which has been taking the
initiative in the creation and pronotion of the Decade.

5. VWhile continuing our efforts on the NGO side, we call on the centra
Government and | ocal governments to enbody and inplement the plans of action,
if already prepared, and urge the other |ocal governnents, private conpanies,
religious organi zati ons, |abour unions, |awers, universities and the nass
medi a, to establish pronotion comrittees, prepare plans of action and take
action in accordance with the plans. | MADR encourages every State imedi ately
to take appropriate neasures to pronote the Decade in cooperation with NGOs
and other parts of the private sector in the country, as we see in Japan

6. In 1998, the world will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the hal f-way point of the
United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education. |In this regard, we

recommend the United Nations to convene an international conference during
that special year. The conference mght: review and anal yse inplenmentation
of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and other international human
rights standards and | ead the trend towards the establishment of a human
rights culture in various situations around the world; and review and anal yse
the activities carried out during the first half of the Decade and identify
the course to be taken to create a human rights culture. W also strongly
recommend that the conference ensure equal participation anong the

United Nations and ot her intergovernnental organizations, central and |oca
governnents, international, national and |ocal non-governnental organizations
and the private sector.
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7. It is equally requested that the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights regularly collect information on activities to pronote the Decade
at all levels, including the United Nations, international, regional and

national |evels, for distribution anmong Governnents and NGOs worl| dw de.

8. In addition, as nentioned in Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1996/ 44, the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts shoul d seek the
views of States on ways and neans to increase support to the Decade, with
speci al emphasis on activities of NGOs in the field of human rights education
and on the advisability of establishing a United Nations voluntary fund for
thi s purpose.

9. Lastly, in order to elinmnate discrimnation, in particular against

i ndi genous peoples and nminorities, and to strengthen solidarity, programres on
human rights education at every | evel should enphasize the inportance of
intercultural education as a part of human rights education

10. Wth the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts approaching and the turn of the century in 2000, the I MADR calls on the
Commi ssion on Human Rights to consider the United Nations Decade for Human

Ri ghts Education as a matter of priority and make every effort towards its
promotion at all levels and in all fields, and to take concrete action in
accordance with the Plan of Action for the Decade.



