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QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL
AND CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON COF HUMAN
RI GHTS AND I N THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND
CULTURAL RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS, WHI CH THE DEVELOPI NG
COUNTRI ES FACE I N THEI R EFFORTS TO ACHI EVE THESE HUMAN RI GHTS

Not e verbale dated 12 March 1997 from the Pernmanent M ssion of M/anmar
to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva addressed to the Secretariat of
the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

The Permanent M ssion of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations
O fice and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its
conplinments to the secretariat of the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion
on Human Rights and has the honour to enclose herewith a copy of the
letter No. 68/3-27/02(20) dated 19 February 1997 addressed to Mme Fatnma Zohra
Ksentini, Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts on toxic
wastes, from U Aye, Anbassador/Permanent Representative of the Union of
Myanmar, a reply to the Special Rapporteur's letter No. G SO 234(17-6)
of 6 February 1997, requesting cooperation in clarifying the substance of the
al l egations attached thereto, and any information or observations deened
pertinent.

The Permanent M ssion would be grateful if the aforementioned letter
could kindly be circulated as a docunent of the fifty-third session of the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts, under agenda item5

* The attachment is circulated in the | anguage of subm ssion only.
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Dear Mre Speci al Rapporteur

I wish to refer to your letter No. G SO 234(17-6) of 6 February 1997
by which, in your capacity as Special Rapporteur on toxic wastes, you have
brought to ny Governnent's attention allegations in which nmy country is said
to be concerned as a State where traffic of toxic or dangerous products and
waste originate or as a State recipient of such traffic. You have attached a
summary of these allegations with a request for cooperation in clarifying the
subst ance of these allegations and in providing any information or
observati ons deemed pertinent.

It is a well-known fact that Myannmar is neither a State where illicit
traffic of toxic or dangerous products and wastes originate nor a State
reci pient of such traffic. |In this context, therefore, a classification of

t he substance of the allegations is not necessary.

However, the allegations referred to in your letter seemto be rel ated
to all eged human rights violations in the context of the construction of a
natural gas pipeline in Myanmar. W therefore provide you with rel evant
i nformati on and observations in order to enable you to understand the actua
situation regarding this matter

The natural gas fields in the Gulf of Mttanma are bei ng devel oped
with the participation of TOTAL of France, UNOCAL and TEXACO of the
United States of Anerica and sone other foreign oil conpanies.

Natural gas fromthe Yadana Gas Field is contracted to be sold to
Thai l and, and at present a pipeline is being laid by TOTAL and UNOCAL to
carry the gas to the Myanmar-Thai border. The route selected for this
gas pipeline is the one that poses the least threat to the environnent
and does not pass through any village. The two foreign oil conpanies
involved in this project are actually hel ping the people living al ong
the route of the pipeline. W rkers are hired by these conpanies and are
paid nore than local rates. No one has been forced to work in these
projects. There are no human rights violations. The oil compani es have
even built schools and health clinics and initiated agricultural

prawn- breedi ng projects as well as shrinp, poultry, pig and goat farnms
in the villages along the route to provi de new econonic opportunities
for the villagers, thus inproving significantly the lives of the loca
popul ace.

The Government of the Union of Myanmar, with the active participation
of the people, has been nmaking efforts towards achi eving peace and
stability within the country and for the all-round devel opnent of the
nation. Mjor restructuring of the econony was carried out within the
context of a market-oriented econony. The Myanmar G| and Gas
Enterprise under the Mnistry of Energy is undertaking oil and natura
gas explorations and production in collaboration with international oi
compani es.
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Mor eover, the Governnent and the compani es concerned have undertaken to
provide facilities for independent medi a persons and concerned officials from
Western countries to make extensive tours of the areas in question and these
sour ces have not supported any of the allegations nmentioned in your report.

Mre Speci al Rapporteur, may | observe that the allegations contained in
your letter are unfounded and totally untrue. They emanate fromthe opponents
of the Governnment of the Union of Myanmar, residing within and outside the
country. The purpose of their action is to denigrate the Governnment and the
Armed Forces of the Union of Myanmar. They have their own ulterior politica
notives.

News cuttings regarding this matter are attached herewith for
your perusal. | trust that the information provided will help dispe
m sconceptions and fal se allegations that there exist human rights violations
in the construction of the natural gas pipeline in Myanmar.

Signed: U Aye
Anmbassador
Per manent Representative



