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1. This note outlines the highlights of 1996 activities for each area
of work as well as the main objectives and expected outcome for 1997.

2. During the past year, the ECE secretariat has had to face
difficulties related to the freeze on external recruitnent and the

bl ocki ng of a nunber of vacant posts. Despite these difficulties nost
foreseen neetings were held and docunents prepared. However, this has
been achi eved at the detrinment of the tinme which staff can invest in
keepi ng up with research and new devel opnments in their respective fields
If this situation continues, the quality of the work and the capacity to
respond to new requests and changing realities will be seriously
affected

3. The reformof the ECE partly addresses these difficulties by
focusing resources on a reduced nunber of activities. At the sane tine,
unfreezing external recruitnment and the vacant posts is a key condition
for inplenmenting the reformsuccessfully.

4, The year 1997 will be a transitional one for those areas of work
which will be the nost affected by the reform The note on the

i npl enentation of the reform as approved by the Conm ssion (E ECEH 1354),
provi des the necessary gui dance to ensure a snooth, effective and swift
transition period.
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5. In 1996, further steps were taken to inprove the informati on and
communi cation strategy. The presentation of “ECE H ghlights” has been
nmoder ni zed and a series of interviews |aunched under the title “Spotlights”,

i ssued both in English and French. 1In less than one year, consultation of the
UN ECE hore page on Internet has alnost tripled. Press releases have been
nmade nore user friendly and are consequently nore frequently taken up in
journalistic articles. Sonme are now al so issued in Russian. These
secretariat efforts need to be conpl enented by those of nenber States - both
technical mnistries and mnistries of foreign affairs - in order to increase
the visibility of ECE work with the general public and to draw the attention
of the political hierarchy to its useful ness for the advancenent of
integration processes in Europe. The Jubilee Session will provide an
exceptional opportunity to publicize ECE work and activities, as well as its
specific role and conplenentarities with other regional institutions.

ENVI RONVENT  ( Sub- pr ogr amme 1)
l. H GHLI GHTS OF 1996 ACTI VI TI ES

6. Pursuant to decision F (51), the major activities of the Conmmttee on
Envi ronmental Policy can be summari zed as foll ows.

7. The Comm ttee considered thoroughly its strategic role in regiona

envi ronnent al policy-maki ng, and consequently fully revised its progranmme of
work for 1996-1998 basing it on three pillars: (i) participation in the two
maj or international cooperative processes; the "Environnent for Europe"
process and the regi onal pronotion of Agenda 21; (ii) the devel opnent and
carrying-out of environmental performance reviews; and (iii) the devel opnent
of and followup to regional environnmental conventions and protocols. The
tasks of the Conmittee's Bureau were redefined giving it a stronger role in
preparations for and followup to the Commttee' s deci sion-maki ng, including
nmoni toring the use of resources and coordi nati ng work on environment with
rel evant major international governnental and non-governmental organizations.

8. As a followup to the third Mnisterial Conference "Environnent for
Europe” (Sofia, Cctober 1995), the Commttee decided to establish an Ad Hoc
Preparatory Wrking Goup of Senior Oficials for the preparation of the
fourth Mnisterial Conference (Arhus, June 1998) and an Executive Conmittee
for the preparation of the work of this Wrking Goup. The Wrking Goup and
the Executive Conmttee are serviced by the ECE secretariat. The Executive
Commttee net three times in 1996, and the Wirking G oup will have its first
neeting in May 1997.

9. The Commttee screened further action required for the inplenentation of
t he Environnmental Programme for Europe and agreed on some concrete
sub-activities to its work-programre. The Conmmittee al so established the

Ad Hoc Working G oup for the preparation of a draft Convention on access to
environnental information and public participation in environmental decision-
maki ng. The Working Goup net three times in 1996. In addition, the

Conmi ttee established a Task Force to prepare a proposal for a European
strategy to phase out |eaded petrol, and decided to prepare a Wite Paper on
ener gy conservation and devel op gui delines to assist nenber Covernnents to



E ECH 135 0
page 3

fornul ate national strategies and policy ainms and to pronote international
cooperation for inproving energy efficiency.

10. The Comm ttee extended the Environmental Performance Revi ew progranme to
further non-CECD countries of the region. The EPRs of Belarus (jointly with
the CECD) and of Slovenia are nearing conpletion. The tentative outlines of
the reviews of Al bania and the Republic of Ml dova have been agreed, and the
revi ew process has started.

11. The Commttee and its Bureau reviewed and followed the ratification of or
accession to the ECE environnental conventions and the preparation of new

legal instruments. The status and difficulties were, in particular,

considered in informal consultations with the representatives of the countries
intransition organized in the context of Coomittee's neetings. The
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes entered into force in Cctober 1996.

12. Wthin the framework of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary A r
Pol | uti on, negotiati ons have started on three new protocols: a multi-

pol lutant/nulti-effects protocol dealing with nitrogen oxides and rel ated
substances, a heavy netals protocol initially focusing on cadmum |ead and
mercury, and a persistent organic pollutants (POPs) protocol. Prelimnary
agreenent on the inclusion of 15 POPs has been reached. The Governi ng Council
of UNEP at its 19th session agreed that due account should be taken of the ECE
work on PCPs in the preparation of a gl obal agreenent on these substances.

13. The Committee's Bureau foll owed the preparations for the Regi ona
Conference on Transport and Environnment (Vienna, Novenber 1996) and encour aged
nati onal environmental experts to participate in the preparatory work

14. Pendi ng the outcone of the special session of the General Assenbly on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent in June 1997, the Comm ttee considered, provisionally,
its possible future role in review ng and reporting on regi on-w de progress in
the inplenmentation of Agenda 21. The Conmittee noted with interest that the
need to decentralize the followup in the future had been recogni zed at the
neetings of the Comm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent.

. OBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

15. In 1997 enphasis will be on the preparation of the fourth Mnisteria
Conf erence "Environnment for Europe" including substantive work on, inter alia,
public participation, inplenmentation of the Environnmental Programe for

Europe, preparation of a strategy to phase out |eaded petrol, energy
conservation and sustai nabl e consunpti on patterns. Environnmental performance
reviews will also be continued. The Commttee sel ected Lithuania, Wkraine and
Kazakstan for reviews beginning in the course of 1997 or early 1998. The
further strengthening of the EPR process depends primarily on the availability
of extrabudgetary funds. The inplenentation of regional environnenta
conventions will also be continued. The Convention on Environnmental | npact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context is expected to enter into force
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TRANSPORT ( Sub- pr ogr anme 2)
l. H GHLI GHTS COF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

16. Pursuant to decision G (51), transport activities in 1996 can be
summari zed as foll ows.

17. As a followup to the Second Pan- European Transport Conference (Crete
March 1994) a nunber of actions continued to be undertaken by the Inland
Transport Committee and its subsidiary bodies in the respective areas. The
secretariat, as a menber of the relevant Steering Commttee, was involved in
the preparati on of the Third Pan- European Transport Conference (Hel sinki
23-25 June 1997) with a view to naking the Conference aware of the

achi evenents of the Commssion in the field of transport.

18. The Preparatory Commttee of the 1997 Regi onal Conference on Transport
and the Environment continued to el aborate, on the basis of secretariat
proposal s, the Draft Declaration and the Draft Joint Programre of Action to be
i ssued by the Conference. Progress was also nade in elaboration of the | ega
instruments to be adopted or signed on the occasion of the Conference.

19. A first package of proposals for amendnents to the Custons Convention on
the International Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR Carnets (TIR
Convention) has been prepared covering controlled access to the TIRregine, a
| egal basis for an extensive EDI control systemfor TIR Carnets and the
creation of a TIR Executive Board. It may be expected that this package wil
be adopted by the Contracting Parties during the first half of 1997.

20. Progress was al so nade towards the devel opnent of a new gl obal agreenent
on vehicle regul ati ons whi ch woul d al | ow worl dwi de harnoni zati on of the

regul atory requirements to be applied to wheel ed vehicles as well their

equi pnrent and parts. Such a gl obal agreenent woul d become parallel to the
amended 1958 Agreenent.

21. The European Agreenent on Main Inland Waterways of Internationa

I nportance (AGN) has al ready been signed by one nenber State, Luxenbourg, and
a nunber of others have expressed their intention to sign. The organization
of a signing cerenony on the occasion of the Third Pan- European Transport
Conference in Helsinki is being considered.

22. It was decided that the new | egal instrument concerning conbi ned
transport on inland waterways and coastal shipping lines should take the form
of a Protocol to the European Agreenent on Inportant International Conbi ned
Transport Lines and Related Installations (AGIC). This Protocol has been
adopted by the Inland Transport Committee and will be opened for signature
from1l to 30 Novenber 1997

23. Wrk began on the draft text of the European Agreenent Concerning the
Internati onal Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland VWaterways (ADN). In spite
of the progress made a considerabl e amount of work still remains to be done on
the speci al annexes concerning transitional nmeasures and a technical annex
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regardi ng the conditions and nethods applicable to inspections, surveys,
certificates and checks.

24, The TEM and TER Proj ects continued to inplement activities ained at the
coordi nated devel opnent of international road and rail as well as conbi ned
transport infrastructure in central and eastern Europe. This included the
updati ng of the respective networks, devel opnent of respective data bases,

el aboration of pre- and feasibility studies and a nunber of workshops and
training semnars. These activities benefited fromcontributions by donor
CGovernnents and international institutions and organizati ons.

25. Assi stance to countries in transition continued to receive great
attention fromthe Inland Transport Committee and its subsidiary bodies. Two
wor kshops were organized in 1996: on the inprovenent of statistics on the
Transport of Goods by Road (Berlin, March 1996) and on international transit
traffic facilitation (Tashkent, Cctober 1996).

26. A new P.2 post, redeployed in 1996 to the area of transport of dangerous
goods, has been filled on a tenporary basis because of the recruitnent freeze

. OGBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTPUT FCOR 1997

27. The Regi onal Conference on Transport and Environnment will be held in
Vienna from12 to 14 Novenber 1997 under the auspices of ECE. The Conference
is expected to adopt a Declaration stating the comm tnment of ECE CGovernnents
to develop their transport systens in a way which is conpatible with
sust ai nabl e devel opnment. The Conference is al so expected to adopt a Programme
of Action, at both national and international |evels, ained at pursuing that
objective further. Finally, the Conference will provide sonme |egal val ue
added; it is currently expected to adopt anendments to the 1971 European
Agreement suppl ementing the 1968 Vi enna Convention on Road Traffic with a view
to the introduction of strict environnental standards for heavy conmercia
vehicles used in international transport. On the occasion of the Conference
two new | egal instrunments, one concerning periodic technical inspections of

not or vehi cl es and anot her concerni ng conbi ned transport on inland waterways
and coastal shipping, are expected to be signed.

28. In the short and mediumtermthe Conmittee is expected to continue with
t he devel opnent of international legal instruments in order to provide a sound
technical and legal framework for the facilitation of international transport
while inproving its safety and environmental performance. |In particular the
updating of legal instruments will concern the infrastructure Agreenents, the
regulatory field of transport and the procedures and adm nistrative
formalities and docunents for facilitating border crossing.

29. I n accordance with the objectives being pursued by the Conmittee and its
subsi di ary bodi es, the various outputs which may be expected cover |ikew se a
wi de range of subjects, and enbody, inter alia: anendnments to the AGR AGC
AGT, AGN Agreenents; anendrments to the legal instrunments and recommendati ons
inthe fields of road traffic safety and other road transport aspects;

organi zation of the Third Road Safety Wek in the ECE region; new ECE
Regul ati ons annexed to the 1958 Agreement and amendnents to the existing ones;
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a new, global agreenent on vehicle regulations, parallel to the 1958
Agreement; anendnments to the TIR Convention, 1975 and the establishment of an
i ntergovernnental structure for the Governnental control of the TIR regine; a
new Convention on Custons transit for railway transport allowing for a
possi bl e adm nistrative and legal link of the COTlF and SMSS procedures;
amendnents to ADR, RID and ADN, a restructured text of ADRand R D, in line
with the Mbdel Regul ati ons annexed to the UN Reconmendati ons on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods; a new legal instrunent on the International Carriage of
Danger ous Goods by Inland Waterways (ADN); anal yses of regul atory neasures in
the transport sector having an inpact on the needs for transport
infrastructure; the establishrment of indicators for the transport sector,
permtting nonitoring of the progress nade in transition countries;
preparation of various publications on transport statistics.

STATI STI CS ( Sub- programe 3)

l. H GHLI GHTS OF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

30. The Conference of European Statisticians made further progress in
coordinating international statistical work perfornmed by the various
i nternati onal organi zations active in the ECE region. It held its 1996

plenary session in Paris at the invitation of CECD, a |arge part of which was
devoted to the review of the integrated presentati on of planned future
international statistical work. The Conference decided to streaniine further
its consideration of the integrated presentation by focusing greater attention

at each plenary session on four to six programre el enents whi ch nenber States
have indicated warrant being studied in greater depth. The Conference will

use this new approach for the first time at its 1997 pl enary session

31. The Bureau of the Conference has agreed to conduct in the future an

i n-depth review of the Conference's work progranme on a regul ar basis over a
two-year cycle, such that three of the six major areas of programme activities
will be reviewed each year. At its Cctober 1996 neeting it conducted in-depth
reviews of programme activities 1 (Organization and operation of statistica
services), 2 (Technical infrastructure and other cross-cutting issues) and

4 (Soci al and denographic statistics), and the outcome of those reviews will
be reported to the Conference at its 1997 plenary session

32. The Conference concluded two years ago that in programre el enents where
several international organizations were actively working it would be useful
to ask one agency to serve as the "Rapporteur” for the Conference in that
field. Rapporteurs are intended to prepare short issue- and strategy-oriented
reports for the Bureau, outlining the progress being made collectively by the
agencies in the objectives and outputs that countries have specified for the
field of statistics concerned. The Rapporteurs should al so advi se the Bureau
through their candid reports how progress m ght best be achieved. The

Conf erence has now arranged to have Rapporteurs appointed for nost of the
programre el ements. ECE and Eurostat are rapporteurs for about a dozen
programe el ements each, CECD for about eight, and ILO |M, UNESCO UN CRI
and WO for others.
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33. The secretariat nade further headway during the year in establishing a
flow of essential data on the econom es of the countries in transition to
support the anal ytical work of the Econom c Survey for Europe.

34. The statistical assistance which the Statistical D vision had been giving
to countries in transition in the fields of national accounts and neasurenent

of the hidden econony, interrupted early in 1996 by the death of the Regi onal
Advisor, will resume in spring 1997. Simlarly, the ECE UNDP project |aunched
in 1995 to inprove the capacities of national statistical offices in countries
intransition to provide much needed soci al and denographic statistics was
suspended by UNDP in Decenber 1996 because the financial contributions it

antici pated receiving fromdonor countries did not naterialize.

. OBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

35. Having finished its in-depth review of all its programre activities, the
Conference will continue to inprove the integrated presentation of statistica
work in the ECE region, notably by expanding its coverage of updated
information on international planned future work and by listing issues which
need the Conference's attention and proposi ng decisions to be taken. Some

gui dance on managenent and policy issues is expected to come out of the

subst anti ve discussion which will take place at the annual plenary in June and
which will focus on the inpact of information technol ogy devel opments on
statistical operations.

36. The Conference also intends to continue the transfer of know edge
concerning statistical priorities and practices from narket econony countries
to countries in transition in the ECE region and to ensure that activities
undertaken by international and supranational organizations in this field are
carried out in a coordinated and efficient manner. A nunber of mneetings

pl anned for 1997 in the area of economc, social and environnment statistics as
well as in the field of information technol ogy, data collection and

di ssem nation reflect priority concerns of transition countries.

37. Substantial progress will be nmade in 1997 in ECE s coll ection of up-to-
date econonic and social statistics fromcountries in transition and in the

el ectronic data i nterchange with menber countries. The questionnaires piloted
in 1995 and 1996 have been inproved and are now major inputs to several ECE
publ i cations, notably the Economi c Survey and the ECE Statistical Yearbook

38. The recommendations for the 2000 round of popul ati on and housi ng censuses
will be conpleted in 1997. They wll provide international guidelines on
topics, definitions, classifications and tabulations to use in the nationa
censuses of all countries in the ECE region. The inportance of these
recomrendat i ons, whi ch the Conference reviews every decade, is further

i ncreased by the fact that a nunber of countries in the region will be
undertaking a census for the first tinme.

TRADE FACI LI TATI ON ( Sub- programme 4)

39. At its forty-second session in Septenber 1995, the Wrking Party on
Facilitation of International Trade Procedures (Wp.4) agreed to reorganize its
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structure and activities including the restructuring of the Wrking Party into
a Centre (Centre for Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for

Adm ni stration, Conmerce and Transport - CEFACT) to allow full participation
of non- ECE nenber countries and international organizations. The Centre wil
report to the Commttee on the Devel opnent of Trade and, if requested, present
reports on its activities directly to the Conm ssion (see para. 64 below). It
was further agreed that the work woul d concentrate on policy issues and be
reorgani zed with a streamining of neetings to pronote col | aborative effort
and del egate technical decisions to field experts.

40. The framework for representing and eval uating an International Trade
Transaction (ITT) is emerging as the central elenent to rationalizing

cunber sone trade procedures. The Wrking Party has devel oped a nodel of the
I TT which hel ps to obtain the understandi ng and support at the mnisteria

I evel which is essential to address practical problens at operational |evels.

41. Training materials on EDI and UN ED FACT, including an el ectronic book
have been developed in a joint project with ESCAP to be used for devel opi ng
and transition econom es.

42. The Internet Wrld Wde Wb has been used nore and nore for
di ssem nation and exchange of information. The trade facilitati on home page,
TraFl X, (http://ww unicc.org/unece/trafix/) is increasingly consulted and a
mrror site has been established by ESCAP (http://ecie.un.or.th/).

43. A new i ssue of Recommendation No.16 "LOCCDE - Code for ports and ot her
| ocations,” was finalized and published.

44, In the area of data el enents and autonatic data interchange the
devel opnent of UN EDI FACT has continued at a fast pace. During 1996 the
Wrking Party approved the UV ED FACT D. 96A and D. 96B directories.

45, In 1996 the Agricultural Standards Unit becane fully integrated into the
work of the Trade Facilitation Section. Despite difficulties caused by the
departure of FAO staff, the Unit successfully held all neetings schedul ed for
1996 (four Meetings of Experts, one Meeting of Rapporteurs and one Wrking
Party session). The working relationship with the FAO Codex Alinentarius
Comm ssion has been intensified and is expected to bring fruitful results in
the near future. Excellent relations continued with the CECD Schene for the
Application of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetabl es which
publ i shes Expl anatory Brochures based on UV ECE Standards. Efforts have al so
been nmade to attract the nmore active participation of transition economes in
the activities of the Wrking Party on Standardi zati on of Perishabl e Produce
and Quality Devel oprent.

. OBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

46. A major priority for the Trade Facilitation Section in 1997 will be to
assi st nenber States and technical experts in creating a snmooth transition
fromthe structures existing under WP.4 to the new structures to be created
under CEFACT. The secretariat al so places a great deal of inportance on
expandi ng exi sting cooperation with other organizations, in particular WQ
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the other regional commssions and UNCTAD. In addition, the secretariat nust
ensure that it provides continuing support to ongoing activities that |arge
nunbers of international trade participants depend upon, such as the

mai nt enance of UN EDI FACT.

47. One of the major goals for work in quality standards for agricul tura
produce will be to agree on a joint standard with the Codex Alinentarius
Commi ssion (FAQ WHO for asparagus. This issue will be considered at a
nmeeting in Mexico Gty in Septenber 1997 and will hopefully result in the
first global standard, based on the work of ECE. Qher potential globa
standards, for exanple for citrus fruit, will also be discussed

48. It is envisaged to hold training courses and sem nars on the use of
UN ECE Standards and quality control in transition countries.

ECONOM C ANALYSI S (Sub- pr ogranme 5)
l. H GHLI GHTS COF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

49. Preparati on and publication of the Econom c Survey of Europe and the
Econonic Bulletin for Europe remain the core activity of the Division for
Econom ¢ Anal ysis and Projections and both publications continued to give
particul ar enphasis to current econom c devel opnments and policy issues in the
transition economes of eastern Europe and the countries of the former Soviet
Uni on. The nunber of special studies of specific problens have been reduced
because of staffing constraints but the latest edition of the Bulletin
(Vol . 48) contains an extended di scussion of the issues surrounding the

enl argenent of the European Union to the transition countries, as well as a
study of the re-energence of trade anong the east European economes. Until
now bot h publicati ons have been presented to the annual neetings of the

Comm ssion and the Senior Econonic Advisers, who have di scussed themin detai
and made suggestions for future ideas, and the Bulletin to the Coomittee for
t he Devel opnent of Trade.

50. At their thirty-second session in June 1996, the Seni or Econom c

Advi sers organi zed a round tabl e and an exchange of views on "inprovenent of
the investnent climate and the restructuring of industry in Europe: their

i npact on enploynment”. The nmain conclusions of these debates were summari zed
inthe report of the session. The Senior Econom c Advisers al so reviewed
their on-going activities on nmedium and | ong-term projections; internationa
trade and structural change; structural changes in the ECE region and their

i mpact on enpl oynment, |abour productivity, working patterns and incone

di stribution; and sustainabl e econom c devel opnent. As part of the reforns in
ECE, the Senior Econonmic Advisers will be suppressed and repl aced by a one-day
sem nar which will take place the day before the opening of the annual neeting
of the Commi ssi on.

51. Research into popul ation issues has continued to focus on fertility,
fam |y and reproductive health, international mgration and popul ati on agei ng.
Standard data sets have been prepared for three-quarters of the countries

whi ch conducted Fertility and Fam |y Surveys (FFS) and the najority of these
have been archived at the ECE. Arrangenents for conparative research on
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fertility, reproductive health and fam |y behavi our have been agreed upon by
countries participating in this project. The first FFS standard country
report was published, and twel ve nore shoul d appear in 1997. Two issues of
the International Mgration Bulletin were published in May and Novenber 1996
A volune on international mgration in eastern Europe and the O S was
publ i shed while a volune on international mgration in Lithuania, Poland and
Wkraine is due to be published in 1997. The work on popul ati on ageing in 1996
focused on the finalization of standard data sets of elderly persons for 14
countries. A plan for preparing country nonographs based on these data has
been agreed upon by participating countries.

. OGBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

52. In 1997 the Survey and Bulletin will be produced in the normal way, but
preparations will be made for the introduction of three issues of the Sur vey
in 1998, one to constitute a md-year review of devel opnents in the region and
another to replace the Bulletin.

53. The format and topics to be discussed at the sem nar replacing the
Seni or Economi ¢ Advisers will be suggested by the Executive Secretary to an
ad hoc informal meeting of the Conmission in autum 1997. In anticipation of

the change, the 1997 annual session of the SEA has been cancell ed.

54. As part of the reforns in ECE, Popul ation Activities are naintained in
the programme but with reduced resources. However, staff cannot be redepl oyed
to other analytical activities because the current programe of work, agreed
with and jointly financed by UNFPA, conti nues through 1999

ENERGY ( Sub- progr anmme 6)

l. H GHLI GHTS OF 1996 ACTI VI TI ES

55. Pursuant to decision H (51), activities on energy in 1996 can be
summari zed as foll ows.

56. Mobi |i zation of private sector support to assist countries in transition
t hrough extra-budgetary activities such as the Gas Centre, Energy Efficiency
2000 Project and dean Coal Inplementation Programe: In 1996 conpani es,

institutions and governnments continued to provide strong support to the Gas
Centre through financial contributions, secondrment of experts and in-kind
contributions. Four new conpanies joined the Centre in 1996, and a fifth is
in the process of doing so. Two dobal Environnment Facility (GEF) funding
proposal s, devel oped under the auspices of the Energy Efficiency 2000 Proj ect
(EE 2000) and totalling approximately six mllion dollars, were approved by
CEF for the cities of Madimr (Russian Federation) and Gabrvo (Bul gari a).
New financing, notably fromthe Wrld Bank, was secured for energy efficiency
projects and initiatives in Energy Efficiency Denmonstration Zones. Two new
donors provided contributions to the EE 2000 Project, which entered the | ast
year of its second 3-year phase in 1996. A third 3-year phase is under

devel opnent and resources are being nobilized for its inplenmentation. A
nunber of governments and conpani es pl edged financial and in-kind support to



E ECH 135 0
page 11

the dean Coal Inplenentation Programme. However, nore commtnents will have
to be secured for the programre to be successfully inplenented.

57. Col | aboration and cooperati on with other regional institutions,
subr egi onal groupi ngs and non-governnental organi zations: See E/ ECE 1349.

58. Devel oprent of international standards and norns: A United Nations
Framework d assification for Solid Fuels and Mneral Commodities, for

wor | dwi de application, devel oped under the auspices of the Wrking Party on
Coal, will assist transition countries, as well as other countries, to
reassess their solid fuels and mneral deposits using narket econony criteria.
This classification will now be translated into five | anguages to encourage
its worldwi de use. A Trilingual dossary on Natural Gas Resources was

devel oped and published under the auspices of the Wrking Party on Gas. The
joint study by EE 2000 and the EU s SAVE Programme on | abeling and standards
of refrigeration appliances in four transition countries was conpl et ed.

Di scussions are proceeding with EU s Save Programrme to expand the study to
nore countries and nore appliances.

59. Streant i ning and consolidating the programme of work: At its session of
Novenber 1996, the Conmttee on Energy streamiined its programre of work as
requested by the Commission. The nunber of progranmme el enents was
significantly reduced from29 to 12. The Conmttee also put forth a
suggestion to the Conm ssion regardi ng consolidation of the intergovernnental
bodi es supporting ECE's work in the field of energy and this suggestion has
been considered within the framework of the reform

60. In addition to the above-nentioned categories of activities, surveys
have been initiated by the Wrking Party on Gas on underground gas storage in
the ECE region; an international map of natural gas fields in Europe; and gas
i nterconnections in the ECE region.

. OBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

61. The year 1997 will be a transitional one for work in energy. By the end
of the year the programre of work will be reoriented according to the reform
package and the new i ntergovernnental structure put into place. O particular
i mportance will be the Novenber session of the Commttee on Energy, where it

wi Il have to devel op and agree on the terns of reference and programre of work
for its refocused activities under its new nane, the Committee on Sustainable
Energy. The Commttee will also discuss the terns of reference and programme
of work of the ad hoc Group of Experts on Coal and Thermal Power that it has
been requested to establish as per the reform

62. The Bureau of the Conmittee, in cooperation with the secretariat, wll
prepare a range of options to be presented to the Committee for consideration
at its Novenber session. Likewise, an effort will have to be nmade to broaden
the representational base of the Committee to take account of the new
orientations of the programre of work.
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DEVELOPMENT OF | NTERNATI ONAL TRADE ( Sub- programme 7)
l. H GHLI GHTS COF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

63. At its forty-fifth session, the Commttee on the Devel opnent of Trade
reviewed its activities over the past year and endorsed the reports of its two
subsi di ary bodies, the Wrking Party on Facilitation of International Trade
Procedures (WP.4) and the Wirking Party on International Contract Practices in
I ndustry (WP.5). The Wrking Party on Perishabl e Produce and Quality

Devel opment (WP. 1) reported to the Committee for the first time.

64. The Comm ttee unani mously supported the establishnent of a Centre for
Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for Adm nistration, Conmerce and
Transport (CEFACT). The Centre was established by the Conm ssion in February
1997 and it will start to function in March 1997

65. In 1996 the ECE was granted observer status at the WO Conmi ssi on on
Techncial Barriers to Trade.

66. As a followup to discussions at the round-table held in 1995, the
secretariat undertook a study on the "Institutional, |egal and business
framework for devel oping nore efficient systens to finance trade and pronote
nore dynam c intraregional trade between ECE countries” which formed the basis
for the 1996 round-table.

67. In 1996 the Wrking Party on International Contract Practices in

I ndustry (WP.5) held an international Forumon creating viable real estate
markets in central and eastern Europe and the OS. It issued Quidelines
addressed to nmenber CGovernnents based on papers subnmitted to the Forum by
legal, financial and real estate experts and it agreed to establish a Rea
Estate Advisory Group to inplenent these Quidelines in the transition
economes. It also approved a Quide on the adaptation of property laws in the
transition econom es.

68. The BOT Group was established in 1996 under the auspices of WP.5 and
attracted | eading experts fromprivate conpani es and internati ona

organi zations. The purpose of this Goup was to prepare, under WP.5's

auspi ces, Quidelines on attracting private investrment into infrastructure and
to hold consultative neetings with menber Governnents, the first of which was
hel d i n Budapest.

. OGBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

69. At its annual session in Decenber 1997 the renaned Committee for Trade,
Industry and Enterprise Devel opment will reviewits programme of work
according to the reform package and the new intergovernnental structure. In
particular, it will integrate the industry and enterprise devel opnent

dinmensions into its work. As part of this process, the Commttee will create
ad hoc groups of experts on the Chenical Industry and on Steel, and decide
upon their respective terns of reference and programme of work on the basis of
the proposals which will be nmade by the former Working Parties at their |ast
nmeet i ngs, schedul ed for Cctober 1997.
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70. As requested by the Conmittee, the secretariat will discuss with WO the
recognition of ECE as an international body responsible for the el aboration of
trade facilitation rules, with a view to obtaining observer status on rel evant
WO bodi es such as the General Council, the Council for Trade in Coods and the
Counci|l for Trade in Services.

71. In the period 1997-1998, the secretariat will prepare a study on

"Eval uating the role and inpact of norns, standards and regulations in
international trade, in particular the economes in transition, both on gl oba
and sectoral |evels".

72. In 1997, the BOT Goup will finish its Quidelines and hold further

wor kshop/ consul tations with interested Governnents. It is expected that the
Real Estate Advisory Goup will be established and will organi ze at | east one
pilot project in a transition econony to encourage real estate privatization.

73. In June 1997, WP.5 will hold its next Forumon the Prospects for
Pronmoting Foreign Drect Investnent in the transition economes in conjunction
with FIAS of the World Bank. The purpose of the event, which was requested by
the Commission at its last session, is to prepare a set of benchmarkets of
best practices in investnment pronotion which can guide policy nmakers in the
transition econonies.

74. In conpliance with the ECE reform the 1997 session of the Wrking Party
on Techni cal Harnoni zati on and Standardi zation Policies will be held under the
aegis of the Commttee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opnent. It

wi |l have before it proposals for further activities in the areas of

har moni zation, confornity assessnent and quality as well as a draft ECE

I nt ergovernment al Agreenent on Techni cal Harnoni zati on and St andardi zati on
Policies, which if adopted woul d strengthen the inpact of relevant ECE
recomrendati ons and extend the applicability of WO principles on technica
barriers to ECE nmenber countries not yet WO nenbers. Workshops will be
organi zed in 1997 on metrol ogy (Russian Federation), on quality (Hungary) and
on conformty assessnent (Cyprus).

1. ACTION FOR THE COW SSI ON

75. The Comm ssion may wish to invite ECOSOC to endorse ECE Reconmmendati on
No. 25 on the use of UN ED FACT as a UN Reconmendation (as requested by the
Commttee on the Devel opnent of Trade).

| NDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY ( Sub- programme 8)

76. At their twenty-second session in Septenber 1996, the Senior Advisers on
Sci ence and Technol ogy carried out a quadrenni al review of nmajor changes in
overal | national science and technol ogy policies for which 26 ECE nenber
countries had provided witten contributions. They also considered the
results of data collection on main science and technol ogy indicator statistics
received from18 economes in transition and a forum di scussion on

adm ni strative obstacles to international scientific cooperation was held.

The secretariat continued to maintain the inventory of existing safety

gui del i nes in biotechnol ogy and, acting as depository, now has nationa
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subm ssions from 34 ECE Covernments and three international organizations.
A Seminar on State Policy in Economes in Transition A med at Pronoting
I nnovation in Industry was held in Warsaw i n June 1996.

77. At its sixth session in Cctober 1996 the Wrking Party on the Chem ca

I ndustry eval uated progress made and future action to be taken in the regiona
programre Chem cal Industry - Sustainable Econom c and Ecol ogi cal Devel oprent
(CGHEM SEED). It supported further work on the Pilot Project Denonstrating the
Envi ronmental O ean-up of Selected Sites Polluted by Chenicals, and the
preparati on of a Conpendi um of O ean-up Technol ogi es, and included the
preparation of a Wrkshop on Detection and Analysis of Polluted Soils inits
programre of work. A round-table discussion on “Policies for Strategic
Planning of R&D in the Chemical Industry” was considered a useful tool for the
exchange of views on crucial issues facing the chem cal industry, and pronpted
a proposal fromPoland to host a Sem nar on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

Per spectives in Chem cal Research

78. The Working Party has maintained cl ose cooperation with the EC, which is
financially supporting a major project, as well as with a nunber of other UN
institutions and professional organizations, such as the European Council of
the Chem cal Industry (CEFIC) and private sector corporations.

79. The fourteenth session of the Working Party on Engi neering Industries
and Automation held in Qctober/ Novenber 1996 revi ewed t he work acconpl i shed
since its thirteenth session in 1994. Annual sal es publications on Vrld

Engi neering Industries - Performance and Prospects and Wrld Industrial Robots
were published in 1995 and 1996. A second open-ended neeting of experts on
robotics was held in Faverges (France) in Septenber 1996

80. At its sixth session in Cctober 1996, the Wrking Party on Steel
expressed its satisfaction with the quality of the steel statistical bulletins
published in 1996, the steel narket review and the study on Privatization and
Changi ng Oamnership in the Steel Industry. |t enphasized the inportance of the
collection and anal ysis of data on global trade and consunpti on of steel scrap
whi ch was a question of great concern to nost steel producers in the world and
had consequences for trade rel ati ons between countri es.

81. Wthin its regional programre on Metallurgy and Ecol ogy, the Wrking
Party on Steel agreed to convene a third Meeting of Experts on the Steel

I ndustry and the Environnent to nake concrete proposals regarding the

har moni zation of regul ations on the environnment A Directory of O ganizations
dealing with the Steel Industry and the Environment was issued in 1996. The
Wrking Party approved and adopted the recommendati ons of the Sem nar on the
Processing, Wilization and D sposal of Waste in the Steel Industry

(Bal at onszepl ak, Hungary, June 1996).

82. At its fifty-first session the Conm ssion adopted a revised title and
new terns of reference for the Wrking Party on Techni cal Harnoni zation and
St andar di zation Policies. The sixth session of the Wrrking Party in May 1996
adopt ed revi sed versions of the ECE Reconmendati ons on Techni cal Harnoni zati on
Pol i ci es and on Standardi zation Policies, which were both published in 1996.
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A training workshop on netrol ogy (Sl ovakia) and a semnar on quality assurance
(Romani a) were organi zed in 1996.

83. The Industry and Technol ogy Division, which assuned a central role in
preparing the Round Tabl e Conference on Sustainabl e I ndustrial Devel opnent
held during the fifty-first session of the Conmi ssion, has prepared a
publication, to be issued in tine for the fifty-second session of the

Conmi ssion, which draws on the findings of the Round Tabl e.

. GBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

84. Pursuant to the ECE reform the W rking Party on the Chem cal Industry
will hold its last session in Qctober 1997 and will make proposals on the
preparation of the terns of reference and programme of work of the ad hoc

QG oup of Experts on the Chenmical Industry, to be established by the Commttee
for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opment. The following activities will
be considered in this context: Projects wthin the CHEM SEED Regi onal
Programe; Pilot Project Denonstrating the Environmental dean-up of Sel ected
Sites Polluted by Chem cals; Conpendi um of O ean-up Technol ogies, to be

publ i shed during 1997; CHEMLEX Conpar ative Dat abase on Chem cal Legi sl ation,
to be issued in early 1997 on CD-ROMin conjunction with the EC The Cheni cal
[ ndustry - Annual Review, Annual Bulletin of Trade in Chem cal Products;

Sem nar on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent Perspectives in Chem cal Research (Pol and,
Cctober 1997); A Study on Trends in Structural and Oanership Changes in the
Chem cal Industry of Countries in Transition, to be published in early 1997;
the Directory of Chem cal Producers and Products, to be updated and issued in
expanded form A study tour in both Bulgaria and The forner Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia is tentatively planned for June 1997.

85. As part of the reform the Wrking Party on Engi neering Industries and
Aut omati on has been abol i shed and a few issues in this area nay be taken up by
the Special Unit for Cperational Activities, in the formof sem nars or

wor kshops. This would be the case for the semi nar on statistical nonenclatures
(April 1997)and a second wor kshop on SMEs (Kyrgyzstan, COctober 1997).

86. Pursuant to the ECE reform the Wrking Party on Steel will hold its

| ast session in Cctober 1997 and will nake proposals on the preparation of the
terns of reference and programme of work of the ad hoc Group of Experts on
Steel to be established by the Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise
Devel opment. The following activities will be considered in this context:

Wor kshop on Reconversion Policies in Coal and Steel Produci ng Regions
(Kazakstan); Study tour of the steel industry of the Republic of Korea;
Conference on the Twenty-first Century Steel Industry of the Russian
Federation and the S (Mscow, 9-11 June 1997); Study on the inpact of new
technol ogi es on the restructuring of the steel industry, to be finalized in
1997; Semi nar on New O ean Technologies in the Steel Industry (Austria, 1998);
Publication on trends in the international steel narket, bulletins of steel
statistics for Europe and on world trade in steel, and the seventh bienni al
updating of the study on Iron and Steel Scrap.
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TI MBER ( Sub- programme 9)
l. H GHLI GHTS COF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

87. The Tinber Committee continued to develop its role as the major forum at
regional level for information on and anal ysis of the sustainabl e devel oprent
of the forest and tinber sector. FEuropean Tinber Trends and Prospects: into
the 21st century, a study of the |long-termoutl ook for European wood supply
and denmand whi ch was published in 1996, stinmulated a wi de-rangi ng debat e,

i ncluding a discussion of its policy inplications, at the joint session of the
Committee with the FAO European Forestry Conm ssion, in Septenber 1996.

88. Over the past year, the Committee's secretariat played a leading role in
the Intersecretariat Wrking Goup on Forest Sector Statistics, which

coordi nates the work of all international organizations, avoiding duplication
by harnoni zing activities and definitions. The Tinber Conmttee considerably
streamined its programre, elimnating nmany progranme el enents, identifying
core activities and decentralizing work nethods.

. OGBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

89. A major objective for 1997 is to plan and carry out the Tenperate and
Boreal Forest Resource Assessnent 2000, which will address some major new
aspects concerni ng biodiversity, protection and other non-wood services of the
forest. In so doing the TBFRA will supply data on many of the indicators of
sust ai nabl e forest managenment drawn up by the pan-European Hel sinki mniterial
process on the protection of forests in Europe. The results of the TBFRA,
which is part of the A obal FRA-2000, will be published just before the
arrival of the third mllennium

HUMAN SETTLEMENTS ( Sub- pr ogr anme 10)
l. H GHLI GHTS CF 1996 ACTIVITI ES

90. Activities of the Conmittee on Human Settl enents concentrated on
finalizing its contribution to the Habitat Il Conference, which included the
subm ssion of five publications and the convening of a Special Event at the
Conference with the title "Housing Gisis in the Countries in Transition".

The Commttee also revised its structure and programme of work to streaniine
the programme el enents in a nore effective way. |t decided to abolish the two
Wrking Parties and rely nore on task forces and neeting of experts to carry
out its programme of work. A stronger role was given to the Conmttee's
Bureau and approval was given to proceed with the establishnment of an Advisory
Board with the participation of the private and busi ness sector.

. OBJECTI VES AND EXPECTED QUTCOME FCOR 1997

91. Enphasis of the Commttee's activities will be on best practices and on
monitoring the results of the inplenentati on of human settlements policies on
cadastre and | and registration and on sustai nabl e housi ng and urban pl anni ng.
Country housing profiles will be examned with a viewto determning the
appropriateness of establishing this activity on a long termbasis. It is
expected that the advisory board will cone into force before the end of 1997.



