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Report of the Secretary-General subnmtted pursuant
to Conm ssion on Hunman Rights decision 1996/112

1. The Commi ssion on Human Rights, in its decision 1996/ 112
of 23 April 1996, decided to retain on its agenda item 10 (a) entitled
“Question of human rights in Cyprus”, it being understood that action required

by previous resolutions of the Conmm ssion on that subject would continue to
remai n operative, including the request to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide a
report to the Conmmi ssion regarding their inplenentation. The present report
is submtted pursuant to that decision

2. In its nost recent resolution on this subject (1987/50), the Comr ssion
reiterated its previous calls for the full restoration of all human rights to
t he popul ation of Cyprus, in particular to the refugees. It considered
attenpts to settle any part of Varosha by people other than its inhabitants as
illegal and called for the i medi ate cessation of such activities. It also
called for the tracing of and accounting for mssing persons in Cyprus w thout
any further delay and for the restoration and respect of human rights and
fundamental freedons of all Cypriots, including the freedom of novenent, the
freedom of settlenent and the right to property.
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3. During the past year the Secretary-General’s mssion of good offices,
carried out within the overall framework set by the Security Council, did not

succeed in resolving the inpasse in the negotiating process.

4, In an informal neeting held in nmd-April, also attended by seni or
Secretariat officials, the permanent nmenbers of the Security Counci

underlined the inportance they attached to a conprehensive approach to a

settl enment of the Cyprus problem on the basis of Security Counci

resolutions, the high-level agreements of 1977 and 1979 and the efforts by the
Secretary-Ceneral and his Representatives. On 1 May, the Council endorsed the
appoi nt nent of Han Sung-Joo, forner Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Korea, as the new Special Representative for Cyprus, replacing

Joe Cl ark, who had served since 1993

5. In June 1996, ny predecessor net separately with each of the Cypriot

| eaders in the hope of being able to confirmthat they were both ready to
resume direct talks on the basis of nutual acknow edgrment of each other’s
concerns and a willingness to conpronise. While these neetings did not |ead
to an agreenment on the early convening of direct tal ks, they provided a basis
on which the Special Representative could pursue contacts with the parties in
order to achieve such an agreenent. To that end, Professor Han visited the
region in late June and early July and met with the Cypriot parties and the
Governnments of Greece and Turkey. He also travelled to Mdscow, Paris, London
Dublin and Brussels for consultations with the Governnments concerned, the
Presi dency of the European Uni on and European Conmission officials. His
consul tations confirned an increased interest on the part of the internationa
comunity in finding a settlenment of the Cyprus issue (see S/ 1996/467).

6. As explained in the Decenmber 1996 report to the Security Council on the
Secretary-Ceneral’s m ssion of good offices in Cyprus (S/1996/1055), tension
escal ated in the past year and violence along the cease-fire |ines reached a
| evel not seen since 1974. Professor Han’s second visit to the area in

m d- Sept enber 1996 was overshadowed by the incidents of 11 and 14 August and
their aftermath. His discussions with the | eaders of the two communities
therefore focused on ways of reducing the tension. During his third visit to
the area, in md-Decenber, he found that the gap between the positions of the
two sides had not narrowed and that each | eader continued to express serious
doubts about the real intentions of the other. Meanwhile, the internationa
interest in the Cyprus problemcontinued to intensify in the second hal f of
1996 as senior officials froma nunber of countries, as well as the European
Uni on Presidency Envoy visited Cyprus, Greece and Turkey to help overcone the
exi sting i npasse by exploring possible ways of bringing the positions of the
two sides closer together.

7. In its resolution 1092 (1996) of 23 Decenber 1996, the Security Council
inter alia, welconed the efforts of the Secretary-General’s Speci al
Representative, and of those working in his support, to prepare the ground for
open-ended direct negotiations in the first half of 1997 between the | eaders
of the two communities in order to secure an overall settlenent, and called
upon the parties to cooperate with him The Council al so underlined that the
success of that process would require the creation of genuine nutua
confidence on both sides and the avoi dance of actions which increase tension
and cal |l ed upon the | eaders of both comunities to create a climte of
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reconciliation and confidence. The Council also expressed grave concern about
the excessive level of mlitary forces and armanents in the Republic of Cyprus
and the rate at which they are bei ng expanded, upgraded and noderni zed,

i ncludi ng the introduction of sophisticated weaponry.

8. On 10 January 1997, | expressed ny concern at the increase in tension in
Cyprus. | noted that recent events again underlined the inherent instability
of the status quo and added urgency to the concerted efforts to achieve an
overall political settlenent through negotiations. | underscored the

i nportance of carefully prepared, face-to-face tal ks between the | eaders and
cal l ed upon the parties to respond positively to the various ideas the

United Nations had put forward to reduce tension and avoid the risk of
confrontation on the island.

9. Pending a settlenment, the United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) has
conti nued, under its mandate, to discharge humanitarian functions on behal f of
the G eek Cypriots living in the northern part of the island, whose nunber
stood at 486 in Decenber 1996. UNFICYP officers have continued to interview
in private, Greek Cypriots who applied for “permanent transfer” to the
southern part of the island, in order to verify that the transfer was
voluntary. UNFICYP has also continued to facilitate tenporary visits by G eek
Cypriots fromthe Karpas area to the southern part of the island for famly
and other reasons. In addition, it continued to assist in arranging contacts
between Maronites living on the island, 187 of whomreside in the northern
part, and to deliver themfoodstuffs and other supplies provided by the
Government of Cyprus. UNFICYP continued its periodic visits to Turkish
Cypriots living in the southern part of the island and assisted in arranging
fam ly reunion visits for Turkish Cypriots. UNFICYP is aware of the presence
of 343 Turkish Cypriots living in the southern part of Cyprus, who have nade

t hensel ves known to the Force. The Force continued to provide energency

nmedi cal evacuation of civilian nenbers of both comunities residing in the
northern part of Cyprus.

10. UNFI CYP continued its efforts to pronote and facilitate biconmmuna

events with a view to increasing comunicati on and cooperation between the two
comunities. During 1996 a significant nunber of such events were convened
and organi zed by the United Nations, enbassies of several interested
Government s and non-gover nnental organi zations. A notable event was the open
house organi zed by UNFI CYP on 24 Cct ober when over 3,000 Greek Cypriots and
Turki sh Cypriots joined United Nations personnel at the Ledra Palace Hotel in
Ni cosia to celebrate United Nations Day. Since then, however, denobnstrations
on the Greek Cypriot side close to the Ledra Pal ace crossing point have
frequently prevented passage across the United Nations buffer zone, especially
by tourists wishing to visit northern Cyprus for the day. The Turki sh Cypri ot
reacti on has been to postpone nunmerous bi communal activities until norma
conditions at the checkpoint were restored. UNFICYP has repeatedly requested
the Governnent to ensure that the denponstrations are brought under control and
that they do not hinder normal passage at the checkpoint.

11. Throughout 1996, the Turkish Cypriot authorities continued to insist on
case- by-case authorization for Turkish Cypriots wanting to attend bi comruna
activities, even inside the United Nations buffer zone. Such pernission was
often denied at little or no notice and wi thout explanation. Despite the
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efforts of UNFICYP, United Nations programres, interested diplomatic m ssions
and non-governnental organi zations, no progress has been nade in renoving
t hese obst acl es.

12. As previously reported (see E/CN. 4/1996/54) and in line with operative
paragraph 7 of Security Council resolution 1062 (1996), UNFICYP continued to
nonitor closely the living conditions of Greek Cypriots and Maronites |iving
in the northern part of the island and Turkish Cypriots living in the southern
part and to assess them agai nst the recomrendations of UNFICYP in its

humani tarian review (see E/ CN. 4/1996/54, paras. 15-16).

13. Wth regard to Turkish Cypriots living in the southern part of Cyprus,
who are accorded the sane legal rights and privileges as Greek Cypriots, but
who have often been victins of capricious discrimnation or police harassnent,
UNFICYP in its humanitarian revi ew made four recomendati ons to the Government
for inprovenents in their conditions. Those reconmendati ons have been

i mpl enented. The Government undertook an investigation of several incidents
and the District Conm ssioner, the Chief and the Deputy Chief of the police in
Li massol were dism ssed. The Attorney General will decide what further action
shoul d be taken in the light of material collected by the governnent

Onbudsman. Measures are being considered to extend the investigative powers
of the Orbudsman to include power of crimnal investigation, as well as to
endow the Attorney General with the right to appoint crimnal investigators
for cases involving conplaints against the police. Steps are also being taken
to make public prosecutors independent of the police headquarters. Lastly,
the curriculumof the Police Acadeny is being inproved to pronote greater
police awareness of constitutional and human rights issues. The Governnent
has opened an information/liaison office in Limssol staffed by

Tur ki sh-speaki ng personnel where Turkish Cypriots can obtain information on
and assistance with their entitlenents. The Government has al so agreed with

t he UNFI CYP reconmendation to establish a Turkish Cypriot elenmentary schoo
staffed by a Turkish Cypriot teacher

14. I n Decenber 1996, UNFI CYP opened a liaison post in Limassol, which is
open two days a week, to facilitate further the Force's humanitarian functions
with respect to Turkish Cypriots living in the southern part of the island.

15. The humanitarian situation of the Greek Cypriots and Maronites living in
the northern part of Cyprus did not change significantly during 1996. Sone

i mprovenents were, however, noted with regard to travel within the northern
part of the island, travel to the southern part or travel by G eek Cypriots
living in the southern part wishing to visit close relatives in the northern
part of Cyprus. Sone tel ephones were installed in the hones of Greek Cypriots
in the Karpas area and of Maronites at Kornakiti. The tel ephones, though, do
not permt direct calls to the southern part of the island, the main
destination of calls by these cormunities. The key restrictions on G eek
Cypriots and Maronites living in the northern part of Cyprus, noted in the
UNFI CYP 1995 hunmanitarian review, persist. For exanple, G eek Cypriot schoo
children over the age of 16 for boys and 18 for girls who attend school in the
sout hern part of Cyprus, may never return to their hones in the northern part,
not even to visit. Travel within the northern part of Cyprus remains
restricted for Greek Cypriots, as does access to sites of religious

signi ficance: such visits can only be undertaken by groups of no |ess
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than 20 people. G eek Cypriots living in the Karpas can still not bequeath
fixed property to their next of kin living outside of the northern part of
Cyprus. The continuing policy of the Turkish Cypriot authorities is to
consi der property “abandoned or ownerl ess” whenever the Greek Cypriot or
Maronite owner dies or permanently |eaves the area.

16. There have been sone limted i nprovenments with respect to the freedom of
novenent of and provision of water to the Maronites living in the northern
part of Cyprus. However, a nedical centre which Maronite doctors and nurses
were to be visiting on a regular basis has not yet been established in
Kormakiti. The Turkish Cypriot authorities insist that appropriate medica
facilities exist there. 1t should be noted that the Vienna Il Agreenent of

2 August 1975 specifically provided that Geek Cypriots living in the northern
part of Cyprus be able to receive nedical care fromtheir own doctors. This

i ssue has become even nore inportant in the |light of the growi ng nedical needs
of this ageing conmunity.

17. A positive devel opnment during the period under review was that 160 G eek
Cypriots were granted perm ssion to visit the Apostol os Andreas nonastery on
15 August 1996, even though this pilgrimge was subsequently cancell ed ow ng
to the violent denonstrations and subsequent events that occurred at Dherinia
on 11 and 14 August. Another positive devel opment was that Turkish Cypriots
were permitted to cross the National Guard cease-fire line by bus to
participate in a nenorial service in Kokkina on 8 August.

18. Regrettably, intercomunal activities were negatively affected by the
incidents in August and their aftermath. The authorities in the north decided
to apply stricter security neasures. On the one hand, restrictions of
nmovenment were i nposed on Greek Cypriots applying for permts to visit close
relatives in the Karpas. On the other hand, Turkish Cypriots living in the
northern part of the island who work in the southern part, were discouraged
fromtravelling south and thus could not pursue their enploynent. Since
August, the regular medical transport provided by UNFICYP for persons living
in the north wishing to receive specialist nmedical attention in the south has
been interrupted by the Turkish Cypriot authorities.

19. UNFI CYP has raised with the Turkish Cypriot authorities the G eek
Cypriot concern about the desecration and the state of repair of the cultura
heritage of Cyprus in the northern part of the island. The Turkish Cypriot
authorities consider the maintenance of schools and religious buildings as
their own responsibility and, despite their own |ack of resources, would not
permt G eek Cypriots to make funds available for this purpose. It should be
noted, however, that in sone cases, there is little initiative on the part of
the G eek Cypriots living there to inprove natters with their own neans.

20. UNFI CYP has been requested to assist in arranging for the replacenent of
a retired Geek Cypriot priest and a school teacher in the Karpas. To date
the Turkish Cypriot authorities have refused to allow these two vacancies to

be filled. It nust be recalled that freedom of education and of religion for
Greek Cypriots living in the northern part of the island was specifically
guaranteed in the Vienna Il Agreenent. However, the Turkish Cypriot

authorities have nmade their cooperation contingent upon the replacenent of one
of the two Greek Cypriot teachers in the Karpas, who is known for her
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political activism The only remaining teacher in R zokarpasso is now
required to teach sone 30 students of different age groups in one classroom
This has an adverse effect on the standard of education in the Karpas and
violates the Vienna Il Agreenent.

21. During the latter half of 1996, the Turkish Cypriot authorities inposed
restrictions on the freedom of novenent of a nunber of Maronites in Kornmakit
owing to a dispute over the appointnent of the Miukhtar installed in the
village by the Turkish Cypriot authorities. Efforts by UNFICYP to assist in
finding a solution acceptable to the Maronite community in the area have so
far been unsuccessful. Irrespective of the political situation in the
Maronite village, the denial of freedom of novenent to individual memnbers of
the community and their relatives in the south by the Turkish Cypri ot
authorities is unacceptable.

22. Fol |l owi ng the viol ent denonstrations and incidents that took place in
August and Septenmber 1996, UNFI CYP was contacted by a nunber of Turkish
Cypriots living in the southern part of the island who expressed concern for
their safety. As a result, the United Nations Civilian Police increased their
visits to Turkish Cypriots in the south. Wth the opening of the UNFICYP
liaison post in Linmassol (see para. 14 above) regul ar access to UNFI CYP

humani tarian officers was increased for Turkish Cypriots living in the area.

23. The Turkish Cypriots living or working in the southern part of Cyprus
and in the United Nations buffer zone have been adversely affected by the
aftermath of the incidents of recent nonths, which constituted the worst
period of interconmunal violence wi tnessed since 1974. Most workers,

i ncluding the Turkish Cypriot residents of Pyla, have been tenporarily
suspended fromtheir enploynent. UNFICYP has urged the Governnent to take the
necessary steps to ensure that these persons can return to their places of
work without delay. In the nmeantinme, as an interimnmeasure, UNFICYP has
successfully intervened so that they receive unenploynment entitlenments.

24, UNFI CYP continued to naintain close liaison and cooperation with the
mlitary and civilian authorities on both sides. The liaison arrangements on
t he whol e worked wel |, although the Force's tinmely and unnonitored access to
det ai nees on both sides, in particular those who have crossed the buffer zone,
needs to be inproved. Special |iaison arrangenents nade with the mlitary and
police authorities on both sides during the August denonstrati ons near
Dherinia in the buffer zone, proved to be invaluable, not least in countering
m si nformati on which, given the prevailing tension, could have easily
triggered m sguided actions with potentially serious consequences.

25. Efforts to inprove freedom of novenent for UNFICYP in the northern part
of the island remai ned unsuccessful. It is a matter of concern that UNFICYP
is still constantly nonitored by local police during its humanitarian visits

to Greek Cypriots and Maronites living in the northern part of Cyprus. This
has an adverse effect on UNFI CYP humanitarian contacts with these two
comuni ti es.

26. UNFI CYP continued to cooperate with the Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), as coordinator of United Nations
humani t ari an assi stance to needy di spl aced persons in Cyprus and in bi communa
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cooperation in a variety of areas. The Force al so naintained cl ose
cooperation and liaison with the respective police authorities on matters with
i nt ercommunal aspects.

27. By a letter dated 4 April 1996, addressed to the |eaders of the two
conmunities, the Secretary-Ceneral asked themto agree on four specific points
as an indication of their determ nation that the Commttee on M ssing Persons
shoul d make expeditious progress before initiating the procedure to appoint a
new Third Menber. In his report to the Security Council of 10 Decenber 1996,
the Secretary-General stated, however, that despite the substantial work
carried out by both sides, no agreenent had been reached on the four points,
and the nerits of continuing United Nations support to the Conmittee were
currently being considered (S/1996/1016, para. 27).

28. The activities of UNFICYP, including those relating to its humanitarian
responsibilities, are described in the Secretary-Ceneral's nost recent reports
to the Security Council on the operation in Cyprus (S/1996/411 and

S/ 1996/ 1016). A full account of the Secretary-General's recent m ssion of
good offices in Cyprus is contained in his last two reports to the Security
Counci | (S/1996/467 and S/ 1996/ 1055).



