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| nt r oducti on

1. Thi s document has been prepared pursuant to Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1996/ 50, in which the Comm ssion reaffirmed the inportance of the
devel opnent of effective national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights in keeping with the Principles relating to the
status of national institutions annexed to General Assenbly resol ution 48/134.

2. In paragraph 7 of that resolution, entitled “National institutions for
the promotion and protection of human rights”, adopted at its fifty-second
session, the Commi ssion requested the Centre for Human Rights, with the

assi stance of national institutions and their Coordinating Conmttee, to
continue to provide technical assistance for States wishing to establish or
strengthen their national institutions and to organize training progranmes for
national institutions which requested them

3. I n paragraph 16, the Conmi ssion requested the Secretary-General again to
invite Menber States which had not yet done so to informhimof their views
concerning possible fornms of participation by national institutions in

nmeeti ngs of the Commi ssion on Human Rights and its subsidiary bodies and, in
particular, to address thensel ves to possible neasures which could provide for
such participation, and to include the information provided by Governments in
his report to the Conmmi ssion

4, Pursuant to that resolution, on 2 Cctober 1996, the Secretary-Cenera
sent a note verbale to Governnents, national human rights institutions and

i ntergovernmental organizations requesting themto transmt their conrents and
suggesti ons concerning possible forns of participation by nationa
institutions.

5. As of 20 Decenber 1996, replies had been received fromthe Governments
of the followi ng countries: Arnenia, Cernmany, India, New Zeal and, United
Ki ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. |Information was al so submitted

by a nunber of Governnents and national institutions on the occasion of the
fifty-second session of the Conm ssion

6. The Principles relating to the status of national institutions, for the
pronmoti on and protection of human rights serve as guidelines for the nandate
and node of operation of national institutions.

7. The present report is submtted to the Conm ssion pursuant to
par agraph 21 of resolution 1996/ 50.

. PARTI Cl PATI ON BY NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS | N MEETI NGS OF THE
COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS AND | TS SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES

A. Views submitted by States

8. The Governnent of the Republic of Armenia enphasized that the
i ndependence of national institutions was of utnost inportance, and suggested
that national institutions should be granted special consultative status.
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This woul d enable themto express their position at inportant neetings, such
as the Conm ssion on Humen Ri ghts and the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, with greater independence.

9. The Governnent of Canada* stated that national institutions for human
rights were the practical |ink between international standards and their
concrete application, the bridge between the ideal and its inplenmentation
National institutions nust therefore be given a distinct status, independent
of their State del egations, so that they could deal directly and in their own
right with the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

10. In the opinion of the Governnent of CGermany, national institutions

pl ayed an inportant role in the pronmpotion and protection of human rights. 1In
the interest of fruitful and efficient work undertaken by the Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts, however, no new category of participants should be introduced.
The autononopus participation of national institutions in neetings of the
Commi ssi on should therefore not be envisaged. A possible form of
participation could be the integration of representatives of nationa
institutions in governnmental delegations. This would take account of the fact
that national institutions in nost cases were linked to, or are even part of
either the executive or the |egislature.

11. The Governnent of India referred to the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action which reaffirmed the inportant role played by national institutions
in the promotion and protection of human rights, in particular in their

advi sory capacity to conpetent authorities, their role in remedying

human rights violations, in dissemnating human rights information and
provi di ng human rights education. The Governnent of India recalled that
national institutions were accorded a special and separate status at the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts whi ch distingui shed them from non-governnent a
organi zations and official delegations. As such they were able to nmake an

i nportant contribution to those deliberations.

12. Since the Wrld Conference, national institutions had participated as

i ndependent entities in several sem nars and workshops organi zed by the
United Nations human rights system Some national institutions had al so
addressed the Comm ssion on Hunan Rights as part of official del egations or
fromthe seats of official delegations. At the fifty-second session of the
Commi ssion, the Chairman decided to allocate separate speaking time for
national institutions during discussions on the agenda itemrelevant to them
The Governnent of India stressed that national institutions were independent
from Governments and, in India s case, the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion
was set up by an act of Parliament. The existing situation of nationa

* Information subnitted at the fifty-second session of the Comr ssion
on Human Ri ghts.
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institutions having to address the Conmm ssion as part of official delegations,
or fromthe seats of their respective official delegations, |led to anomal ous
situations. On the one hand, the views of the national institutions m ght
not, on a specific issue, coincide with the views or approaches of
Governments. On the other hand, national institutions thenselves had
indicated that this practice denied recognition of their independent role and
m ght affect their credibility at hone.

13. The Governnent of India expressed the belief that the Comr ssion on
Human Ri ghts should fornmalize the participation of national institutions
during the discussion of the agenda sub-item “National institutions for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights”. Since non-governnenta

organi zations participated fully in these discussions, national institutions
could not be denied the sane right. During the debate on this item separate
seating arrangenents should be made for national institutions and separate
speaking time allocated to them This would provide national institutions
with an opportunity to informthe Comr ssion about the activities which they
had undertaken, the successes they had achieved and the chall enges they faced
i n advanci ng the cause of human rights. Such participation by nationa
institutions could encourage themin their work by giving them an appropriate
i nternational hearing, if not recognition. |In addition, the information they
provided on their national activities mght encourage cooperation anong
national institutions, including through the setting up of such institutions
in countries where they did not exist.

14. The Governnent of India expressed support for the search for an
acceptabl e solution to enable national institutions to participate in an
appropriate manner in their own right in neetings of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights, including at its fifty-third session. In addition, the Governnment was
of the view that the Bureau of the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion
shoul d gi ve consideration to this matter and provide interested nationa
institutions with independent seating space and separate speaking time during
di scussions on the rel evant sub-item

15. The Governnent of New Zeal and wel coned the effort made by the

United Nations over the past several years to provide technical assistance to
States wishing to establish or strengthen national human rights institutions.
The pronotion of national institutions in neetings of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights and its subsidiary bodies was viewed as an inportant way of translating
i nternational human rights conmtnments into practical inplenmentation at the
domestic level. National institutions were also well placed to contribute to
the consideration by States of the ratification of human rights instrunents
and to support the process of country reporting. The CGovernnment of

New Zeal and stated that it valued the independence of the New Zeal and Human
Ri ghts Comnmi ssi on and acknow edged its role in nonitoring domestic hunman
rights issues, as well as in building cooperative [inks with counterpart
national institutions in other countries, particularly in the Asian-Pacific
region.

16. The Government of New Zeal and was therefore of the view that the work of
t he Conmi ssion woul d be enhanced by the effective participation of nationa
institutions and that consistent with the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme of
Action, continuing efforts should be nade to facilitate such participation
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The decision of the Chairman of the fifty-second session of the Comm ssion to
i ntroduce an interimarrangenent whereby national institutions could speak
fromcountry desks, both in their own right and at no cost to country tine,
was a positive and wel come devel opnent. The Government expressed the hope
that this arrangenent could be maintained and regul arized at the fifty-third
session of the Conm ssion. Furthernore, given the potential contribution of
national institutions, it was recomended that an increnmental approach be
taken to progressing the participation issue, with ongoing opportunity for

di scussion and the energence of consensus on additional elenents in due
course. Finally, it was stressed that it would be inmportant to ensure that
participation by national institutions was achieved in a way that enhanced the
overal |l effective functioning of these neetings. It was noted that the rules
of procedure of the Econonmic and Social Council allowed non-governmenta
organi zations to participate in neetings, but contained no simlar provisions
for quasi-governnental organizations such as national institutions.

17. The Governnent of the United Ki ngdom acknow edged the inportant and
constructive role played by national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights. 1t supported the work of the United Nations to
define their functions, and underscored that national institutions could do
particularly inmportant work in devel oping and newly denocratic countries which
were on the path to greater respect for human rights.

B. Views submtted by national institutions

18. At its fifty-second session, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts heard
statenents from national institutions for the pronotion and protection of
human rights, which included statenents concerning their forns of
participation at neetings of United Nations bodies (National institutions were
allowed in their own right to participate in the deliberations under the
sub-item of the agenda on national institutions.

19. The representative of the National Consultative Comm ssion on Human

Ri ghts of France said that the role and function of national institutions for
the promotion and protection of human rights had been recogni zed by successive
resolutions of the Conm ssion and by the General Assenbly. Moreover, the
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts had accorded them a very special place.

Thus, there was a case for permtting such bodies to participate in the work
of the Conmission and its subsidiary bodies with observer status.

20. The representative of the Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Comm ssion
of Australia reiterated that the fact that national institutions could now
participate in their own right in the structures and workings of internationa
human rights foruns, gave neaning to the frequent expressions of support by
the United Nations for the devel opment of national institutions. The
representative stressed that the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts should confirm and
continue arrangenents for the participation of national institutions in the
Conmi ssion and its subsidiary bodies. National institutions clearly were not
Governnments, as they were independent, and at the same tine, they were

di fferent from non-governnmental organizations. An appropriate status for
national institutions was therefore needed.



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 41
page 7

I'1.  EXCHANGE OF | NFORVATI ON AND EXPERI ENCE CONCERNI NG THE
ESTABLI SHVENT AND OPERATI ON OF NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS

A Governnent s

21. The Government of Peru provided information on the organization and
functions of the Ofice of the Orbudsman, established in Septenber 1996.
According to the relevant regulations, the Ofice shall be an autononous
constitutional body with |l egal capacity in public |law and shall be responsible
for protecting the constitutional and fundanental rights of individuals and
the community and overseeing conpliance by public authorities with their
duties and the proper provision of public services to the citizenry.

I nformati on was provided on the structure and activities to be undertaken by
the O fice of the Orbudsman. |In particular, the Pronotion and Di ssenmi nation
O fice shall be responsible for proposing policies for, and inplenenting
activities relating to pronotion, dissem nation and education in the Ofice's
areas of conpetence, particularly those related to the fundanmental rights of

i ndi vidual s and the community. The Ofice's special programes and projects
shal |l consist of specialized activities concerning, inter alia, displaced
persons, the rights of wonen, the rights of children and adol escents, the
penal and prison systens, indigenous communities, disabled persons and other
sectors in need of special protection

B. National institutions

22. The representative of the National Observatory for Human Ri ghts of

Al geria advised that the Observatory was based on the principle of
institutional and cultural pluralism It had been in operation since 1992 in
a socio-political context of rising arned terrorist violence. The Observatory
had to focus its efforts on the human rights inplications of security nmeasures
and on the basic issues of the right to life, but none the | ess was trying
also to pay attention to other human rights matters. Security forces were

i nvestigated by the Cbservatory whenever there were conplaints of human rights
violations attributed to them including conplaints of arbitrary detention

23. The representative of the National Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts of
Canmeroon stated that at the regional |level, other African national human
rights institutions had entrusted Caneroon's National Comm ssion with the task
of planning, preparing and hosting the first African Regional Conference of
Nati onal Institutions for the Pronotion and Protection of Human Rights with
the objective, anong others, of encouraging States in the region to create
their own national institutions (see also paras. 25-27). During the past
year, a nunber of human rights training sem nars had been targeted at

adm ni strative personnel, |aw enforcenent officers and jurists. Inits

conti nuous search for new channels for pronoting and protecting human rights,
the National Commission had initiated contacts with religious bodies, and had
become deeply involved in investigating inter-ethnic land conflicts which had
assuned al arm ng di nensions. A Coordinating Conmittee of African Human Ri ghts
Institutions had now been created, but it |acked resources.

24. The representative of the National Comm ssion for Human Ri ghts of Togo
stated that the Conmi ssion was entrusted with protecting citizens from abuse
by governnent agencies and bodies of the State. The National Comm ssion had
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carried out regular but unannounced visits to police stations and places of
detention; in some cases persons detained arbitrarily had been freed and

i mprovenents in prison conditions had been made. Discussions had al so been
held with officials of Benin to consider conditions of Togolese citizens in
exile in that country, and the National Comm ssion had participated in and
encour aged regi onal neetings of national human rights bodies.

I11. ASSI STANCE | N THE ESTABLI SHVENT AND STRENGTHENI NG OF NATI ONAL
I NSTI TUTI ONS FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

A. Redgional and interregional neetings of national institutions

Africa

25. The First Conference of African Human Ri ghts National Institutions was
held in Yaoundé, Cameroon, fromb5 to 7 February 1996, at the invitation of the
Nati onal Committee for Human Ri ghts and Freedons of Canmeroon and under the
auspi ces of the Hi gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights. It was
co-sponsored by the Canadi an Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion, the French Nationa
Consul tative Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Governnment of Canmeroon. The
Conference sowed the seeds of a new form of cooperation between nationa
institutions in Africa; it met in the context of the tenth anniversary of the
African Charter of Human and Peoples' Rights and addressed a subject of vita

i nportance for Africa, that of strengthening human rights nmechani snms which can
act as a buffer between the public authorities and civil society, which
pronmote the process of denpcratizati on and guarantee the rule of |aw

26. The debates focused on the status, conpetence and activities of such
institutions, the availability of material and human resources, and the
political, social and econom c environnent in which national institutions for
the promotion and protection of human rights in African countries devel op and
function. The participants were of the view that national institutions act as
the cornerstone of the rule of |aw and enable the translation of human rights
standards into practice.

27. Partici pants at the Conference adopted the 18-point Yaoundé Decl aration
which, inter alia, emphasized the inportance of the creation and devel opnent
of national institutions in African countries, in accordance with the
Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights; highlighted the need to strengthen existing
national institutions through concrete activities and the exchange of

i nformati on; encouraged African States which have not yet done so to establish
effective, independent and pluralistic national institutions; recommended that
African States ratify international human rights instrunments; requested the

Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to provide the necessary advisory
services for the el aboration of a programme of technical cooperation; and
decided to create a Coordinating Conmttee of African Human Ri ghts Nati ona
Institutions to liaise closely with the international Coordinating Conmittee
of National Institutions and H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts.
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Asi a-Pacific

28. The First Asia-Pacific Regional Wrkshop of National Human Ri ghts
Institutions was held in Darwin, Australia, from8 to 10 July 1996. The

Wor kshop, organi zed jointly by the Australian Human Ri ghts and Equa
Opportunity Commr ssion and the New Zeal and Human Ri ghts Commi ssi on, was
sponsored by the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts and
the Australian Governnent. The Workshop brought together, as participants,
seni or representatives fromfour of the five national human rights conm ssions
whi ch now exist in the region (Australia, India, |Indonesia and New Zeal and).
Seni or government officials fromeight countries of the region which are
currently contenplating or in the process of establishing national human
rights institutions (Fiji, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, the
Sol onon | slands, Sri Lanka and Thailand) were also in attendance.

29. The objectives of the Workshop were twofold: (a) to pronote cooperation
anong, and the strengthening of national human rights institutions in the

Asi an-Pacific region by facilitating discussion and the devel opment of joint
activities; and (b) to encourage and assist those States that are in the
process of establishing national human rights institutions through, inter
alia, the provision of practical assistance and support. To achieve these

obj ectives, the programe of the Wdrkshop was practical in orientation
Sessions were devoted to a range of topics of direct relevance to the creation
and functioning of an effective institution including conplaint investigation
medi ati on and conciliation; conbating system c discrimnation; ensuring

i ndependence of action; working with the nmedia and through human rights
educati on.

30. At its final session, the Wirkshop adopted the Larrakia Declaration
consi sting of conclusions, recommendati ons and decisions. The Declaration
(named after the traditional indigenous | andowners of the Darw n region)
enphasi zed the need for cooperation anmong all actors involved in the defence
of human rights. It underlined the fundanmental inportance of ensuring that
all national institutions are created and operate in conformty with the
Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights and that appropriate assistance and support is
gi ven to CGovernnents and institutions to this end.

31. The Decl aration also reflected the decision taken by the participants to
establish an Asia-Pacific Regional Forum of National Human Ri ghts
Institutions. The Forumw |l be open to all national institutions of the

region established in conformty with the Principles. It will also welconeg,
as observers, interested Governnents and non-governmental organizations. The
operational expenses of the Forumwill initially be funded by the Australian

Governnment and the secretariat will be based within the Australian Human
Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Conmi ssion for its first three years of
operation.

32. The Second | nternational Wirkshop on Orbudsman Institutions and Human

Ri ghts, organized by the United Nations Devel opnent Progranmme in cooperation
with the Governnent of the Republic of Mol dova and with the assistance and
participation of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts,
was held in Chisinau, Mldova, from21l to 23 May 1996. The Workshop ained to
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(a) initiate regional and international cooperation anmong national human
rights institutions (onbudsnmen offices and human rights comm ssions);

(b) devise strategies to pronote the establishnent of national institutions in
the Commonweal t h of | ndependent States and in countries of Eastern and Centra
Europe; (c) encourage States in the region to establish such institutions or
to strengthen existing ones; and (d) facilitate an exchange of information and
experiences between | eaders of existing national institutions as well as

bet ween these persons and representatives of countries which are considering

t he establishnment of such institutions. Assistance provided by the

Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts enabl ed the expert participation of
representatives of the Australian and Indian human rights commi ssions.

B. Advisory services and technical cooperation

33. The Worl d Conference on Human Rights, the General Assenbly and the

Commi ssi on on Human Rights (nbst recently in its resolution 1996/ 50) have al
cal l ed upon the Hi gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights to provide
assistance for the establishnent and/or strengthening of national human rights
institutions. Assistance to national institutions is now a core conponent of
the techni cal cooperation programme of the Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human
Rights and is generally funded by contributions to the Voluntary Fund for
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights. During 1996, a |arge
nunber of countries and institutions, particularly in Africa, Asia and Eastern
Eur ope, were the focus of technical cooperation activities. The follow ng

par agr aphs do not provide an exhaustive list of all relevant activities
undertaken during the reporting period. Additional information may be found
in the report of the Secretary-General to the Conm ssion on the advisory
services and technical cooperation programre (E/ CN. 4/1997/86) and in the
report of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to the Comm ssion

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 98) .

34. Several significant devel opnents in the area of national institutions
took place on the African continent during 1996. A needs assessnent m ssion
to South Africa recommended that the newy established Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion
shoul d be a central focus of the proposed technical cooperation project with
that country. That project has now been el aborated and is expected to be

i npl enented shortly. The Hi gh Conmm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts provi ded
advice to the Governnent of Burundi on a draft presidential decree to
establish a human rights commi ssion. In Malawi, an ongoi ng project of
techni cal assistance includes resources to facilitate the establishnent and
effective operation of the human rights comm ssion prescribed in the new
Constitution. A request for assistance has al so been received fromthe
Government of Uganda which is in the process of establishing a human rights
conmi ssion in accordance with the new Constitution. A mission to assess the
needs of this institution is expected to take place in the first quarter

of 1997.

35. A great deal of technical cooperation activity for national institutions
took place in the Asian-Pacific region during 1996. 1In the Comr ssion on
Human Rights as well as other United Nations forums, the Governnent of Papua
New Cui nea has affirmed its commitnent to establishing an independent,
effective human rights comm ssion without delay. A project to facilitate the
establ i shment of such an institution conmenced inplenentation in August 1996.
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Under this project a senior consultant has been recruited to work with the
Governnment in finalizing the necessary |egislation and constitutiona

anendnents. In Mongolia, the H gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts
sponsored a workshop for parlianmentarians on establishing an i ndependent human
rights commssion in that country. In addition to the activities in relation

to the above-nentioned projects, the Special Adivser to the H gh Comm ssioner
visited the Indonesian Human Ri ghts Commi ssion and held tal ks with seni or
officials in both Bangl adesh and Thai |l and.

36. Interest in technical assistance for national institutions has al so been
very high anongst countries of Central and Eastern Europe. During 1996 the

Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts continued inplenentation of its
conprehensive project with the Latvian Human Rights O fice. The High

Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights provided advice and assi stance throughout
the year both to the Governnent, and the Human Rights Ofice as the necessary
| egi slation was finalized. The Governnment of the Republic of Ml dova, in
addition to hosting a regional neeting of national human rights institutions
(see para. 32 above), also indicated in 1996 its intention to establish an

i ndependent human rights institution. A simlar intention was expressed by
the Governnent of Belarus. 1In both these countries, small projects of
techni cal assistance ained at facilitating the establishment of independent
effective institutions have been devel oped and are expected to be inpl emented
during 1997

37. It is inportant that nuch of this activity has been realized in close
col l aboration with UNDP. |In Papua New Guinea, UNDP is playing an active role
in adm nistering the relevant project. In relation to Bangladesh, a m ssion

was undertaken by the Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights in direct
response to a request from UNDP which is currently in the process of

devel opi ng a conprehensive country project. The technical cooperation project
in Latvia is, in fact, a joint project which enjoys financial and

adm nistrative input fromboth the Hi gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts
and UNDP Latvia. This arrangenent has provided a nodel for simlar
cooperative endeavours with UNDP with respect to both Belarus and the Republic
of Ml dova. Cooperative relationships in the area of national institutions
were al so established and consolidated with other nultilateral organizations,
i ncluding the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and
several |eading academ c institutions.

C. Coordinating Conmittee of National Institutions

38. In its resolution 1994/54, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts wel coned the
deci sion taken by national institutions to set up a Coordinating Conmittee to
meet under the auspices of the Centre for Human Rights. The Conmittee, which
consi sts of representatives of the national institutions of Australia,

Caner oon, Canada, France, India, Mexico, New Zeal and, the Philippines, Sweden
and Tuni sia, encourages the establishment and strengthening of national human
rights nmechanisns. (The first and second neetings of the Conmttee were held
in February 1994 and 1995 respectively.)

39. The third neeting of the Coordinating Cormittee was held on 2
and 3 April 1996. Participants discussed activities undertaken by the various
national institutions over the previous year, especially with reference to a
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guestionnaire sent to national institutions on the application of the
Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights and the position and status of wonmen and

di sabl ed persons; the relationship with the Ofice of the United Nati ons Hi gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights; the relationship with the Internationa
Orbudsman Institute and with regional bodies; the holding of a fourth

i nternational workshop on national institutions; and additional matters
including the two draft optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

I'V. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOVMENDATI ONS

40. The inportant role of national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights has now been widely recognized. They act as a
source of human rights information for the Government and the people of the
country, assist in educating the public about respect for human rights, advise
on issues regarding human rights (including those referred to them by the
Governnent), act as a nedi ator between the CGovernnent and civil society, and
keep under review the status of |egislation, judicial decisions and

adm ni strative arrangenents for the pronotion of human rights. In some
countries, they al so handl e individual conplaints concerning human rights
abuses.

41. In view of their past and potential contribution, it would be
appropriate for the Comm ssion on Human Rights to make a determ nation
concerning the participation of national institutions in its neetings and in
those of its subsidiary bodies. A nunber of different fornms of participation
are possible. National institutions could, for exanple, be granted the right
to participate as a separate category of participant or even as a separate
entity within official delegations. The latter option is, however, sonmewhat
anomal ous in view of the fact that national institutions should, according to
the Principles endorsed by the Comm ssion and the CGeneral Assenbly, operate

i ndependently from Governnment. Irrespective of the precise status granted to
national institutions, it is strongly recomended that the Comr ssion on Human
Ri ghts continue its practice of allocating speaking tine to these bodi es which
i s independent of the tinme allocated to their respective Covernnents.

42. Shoul d national institutions be granted a certain status or certain
rights within the Commi ssion on Human Rights, it will be necessary to address
the question as to which institutions are, in fact, entitled to this status or
to enjoynent of these rights. In this connection, reference is once again
made to the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights. The Principles set out the
essential characteristics of national institutions which can be used to
deternmi ne which institutions may be consi dered as such

43. A great deal of activity in the area of national institutions is now
taki ng place at the regional and subregional levels. O particular note are
the various initiatives which have taken place during 1996 in the

Asi an-Pacific region, in Africa and in Central and Eastern Europe. Cearly,
such cooperative endeavours have great potential to encourage the
establ i shnment of effective, independent institutions and the strengthening of
exi sting ones, particularly through the exchange of infornmation and
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experiences. Infornmal regional arrangenents of national institutions, such as
t hose whi ch have been set up in the African and Asian-Pacific regions, are
al so val uabl e and shoul d be supported by Menber States and the United Nations.

44, The Hi gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts has, throughout 1996, been
able to provide expert advice and assistance to a |arge nunber of nationa
institutions as well as to Governments in the process of establishing such
institutions. This work has been practical in orientation and has resulted in
tangi bl e achi evenents in respect of both existing and pl anned nationa
institutions. It has been achieved despite severe limtations on human and
financial resources. The significant increase in the nunber of requests for
such assi stance denonstrates the value of this area of work. At the same
time, however, it is necessary for Menber States to be aware of the fact that
a continuation of high-quality assistance is heavily dependent upon the
necessary resources being nmade avail abl e.



