UNITED
NATIONS E

. . Distr.
Economic and Social GENERAL
Councill

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ NGO 7
21 February 1997

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS
Fifty-third session
Item 8 (a) of the provisional agenda

QUESTI ON OF THE HUVMAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF
DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONMENT, | N PARTI CULAR: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL,
I NHUMAN OR DEGRADI NG TREATMENT OR PUNI SHVENT

Witten statenent subnitted by the Friends Wirld Committee for
Consul tation (Quakers), a non-governnental organization in
special consultative status

The Secretary-GCeneral has received the following witten statement
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi c and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1295 (XLIV).
[ 30 January 1997]

Torture and ill-treatnent of recruits in governnent arned forces

1. For many years, Friends Wrld Conmittee for Consultation (Quakers),

whi ch represents Quakers from around the world, has worked on the issues of
conscientious objection to mlitary service and the recruitnent of children
into the arned forces. During the course of this work we have becone

i ncreasi ngly aware of and concerned about the inhuman and degradi ng way in
whi ch many recruits are treated.

2. The use of torture and ill-treatment by the armed forces on others has
been the subject of attention by human rights bodies. The correspondi ng use
of torture, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent and puni shment within the arnmed

forces thensel ves is overdue for attention
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3. The problens may be divided into four categories: abusive recruitnent
procedures; initiation rites; general harassnent; and official practices.
However, it is not always possible to tell where one category ends and anot her
begi ns.

4, Recruitment procedures: In sone countries recruitment itself is
forcibly being conducted by neans of abduction, threats or press-ganging. The
mlitary forces conduct systematic sweeps of poor urban and rural areas
collecting mlitary age (and under-age) youths and forcing theminto trucks to
be taken away. The victins of such recruitnment are often beaten and

insulted - treatnment which frequently continues during the journey to the
barracks - and conmunication with famlies prohibited both at the time of
recruitnment and for several weeks afterwards.

5. Initiation: A variety of brutal and humliating rituals are practised
on new recruits by mlitary forces the world over. The degree of
ill-treatnment varies from m nor annoyances to practices resulting in death or
per manent physical or nental damage. Exanples include: being forced to hand
over personal bel ongings; being expected or required to clean toilets and
roons shared with ol der soldiers; others kicking over a rubbish bin so that
the cleaning has to be repeated; deprivation of food for varying | engths of
time; being asked to pay for privileges (such as being allowed out in the
eveni ng) or subjected to violent beatings before being allowed them having
the firmess of the stomach checked by repeated junping onto it; being forced
to imtate an aeropl ane by hangi ng between two beds; being required to
masturbate in front of room mates; being sexually assaulted, including rape;
ment al abuse, including hunmiliation and denigration; the application of
caustic materials to the anus and genitals; being covered with a [iquid

m xture of human excrenent, saliva and dead rodents; being forced to drink

bl ood, eat raw neat, and even ritual cannibalism The sexual violence cited
is inflicted on men. Where wonen are also in the arned forces the probl ens of
rape, sexual assault and sexual harassnent are conpounded.

6. General harassnent: Sone of the sanme kinds of treatnent may continue
beyond the initiation stage and form part of a continuing pattern of
harassment. Such behavi our often takes place at night when there is not
adequate control by superiors, and is conplicated by the fact that ol der
recruits may be of higher rank, making new recruits reluctant to chall enge
such "orders”, and indeed encouraging themto think that this is a legitimte
part of mlitary service. 1In fact, harassnent and intimdation may be seen as
an alternative way to establish discipline anong the newly arrived recruits.
Moreover, there is a tendency for the cycle to be self-perpetuating since
conscripts who are badly treated tend to behave in the sane way to the next

i nt ake.

7. Oficial policies: As an institution the arnmed forces clearly need to
ensure physical fitness and military discipline within its ranks. There is a
need to examne the limts of what is acceptable and conpatible with human
rights standards. |In any case, it is hard to see what possible mlitary
purpose i s served by procedures which cause deaths (directly or
self-inflicted), permanent physical disablenent or nental damage so severe as
to require institutionalization, whether under the guise of "toughening up" or
as punishnent. Neverthel ess, nmany instances of just such results have been
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brought to our attention fromdifferent countries and regions of the world.
Such activities fall into three categories: exhausting physical activities
creating unbearabl e nuscul ar strain; blows and physical punishments such as
punching, hitting with various instrunents, kicking and burning; and
psychol ogi cal maltreatnent such as threats, constant jeering, insults, sleep
and food deprivation.

8. That such treatment as outlined above is allowed to happen, or
systematically practised, in a State institution raises questions about human
rights and governnental responsibility. That in nost instances the inpunity
of these budding torturers is total, makes it inperative for the internationa
comunity to take action. That human rights provisions apply to nenbers of
the arnmed forces is not open to doubt. As early as 1976, the European Court
of Human Rights established the principle of the application of the European
Convention on Human Rights to service personnel. * Simlarly, the Human

Ri ghts Commi ttee has considered the question of ill-treatnment of recruits when
considering the reports of States parties to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. 2

9. Friends World Cormittee for Consultation therefore urges the Comr ssion
on Human Rights to request the Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities to undertake a thorough study of the treatnment of
recruits (both conscripts and volunteers) in government armed forces with a
view to:

(a) Exam ning the conpatibility of such treatment with internationa
human ri ghts standards;

(b) Consi dering how the human rights of recruits can be better
protected; and

(c) Consi dering the consequences of torture, inhuman and degradi ng

treatment for the recruits, the subsequent behaviour of the arned forces and
of the recruits when they return to civilian life.

Not es

1. See the case of Engel and Ohers, Eur. Court H R, Series A Vol. 22
Judgement of 8 June 1976

2.See for exanple Human Rights Committee, Comments on the report of the
Russi an Federation (CCPR/ C/ 79/ Add. 54), para. 21



