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Note by the Executive Secretary

Each year ECE contributes to reports requested by the Econom c and
Soci al Council (ECOSOC) and the General Assenbly. Pursuant to
resol uti ons/ deci si ons adopted by ECOSOC at its 1995 and 1996 sessions, ECE
will prepare three reports and contribute to the preparation of 16 reports
to be submtted to the 1997 session. At the tinme of preparation of this
note, requests deriving fromthe fifty-first session (1996) of the General
Assenbly for reports to be submtted to the Assenbly’ s fifty-second session
had not been communi cated. However, it is to be noted that ECE prepared one
report and contributed to 16 reports submtted to the fifty-first session of
the Assenbly.

This requires considerable time. 1In the context of global reform
nmenber countries may wi sh to give consideration to streamining the
reporting nechanismand to the effective use of these reports.
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1. This note provides sumrary information on the relevant resol utions
adopt ed by ECCSCC and the CGeneral Assenbly since the fifty-first session of
t he Comm ssion which have required or will require action by the Conmm ssion.

2. The attention of menber countries is drawn to the fact that requests from
ECOSCC and the CGeneral Assenbly demand significant coordination and drafting
time by the Ofice of the Executive Secretary as well as the tine of the

Di vi si ons.

3. Thus far, these reports do not seemto have been used fully in the

i nformati on and coordi nati on nmechani sms at the global level. Since the

regi onal conm ssions are at the cross-roads between a top-down and a bottom up
approach, these reports should be conceived first as instrunments which convey
to other regions or global entities the achi evenents of ECE which coul d be of
interest to them Secondly, the reports shoul d denonstrate how ECE di scharges
i nt ergovernnental nmandat es adopted at the gl obal | evel

REPORTS PREPARED BY ECE
4, ECE reports directly each year to ECCSOC. In addition to submtting its

own report, in 1997, it is expected that the Comm ssions will be requested to
report on the followup to world Conferences and on reformin the Conm ssi ons.

5. Pursuant to ECOSCC deci sion 1996/ 301, ECE will also prepare a report on
the periodicity of amendnents to the recomrendati ons on the transport of
dangerous goods. In this connection, it should be noted that ECOSOC endor sed

at its resuned session in Novenber 1996, the full nenbership of Australia and
Spain inits Coomittee of Experts. As requested by ECOSQOC resol ution 1995/ 48,
ECE and ECA will prepare a report on the Europe/ Africa permanent |ink through
the Strait of Gbraltar.

6. ECE prepared, in cooperation with all concerned entities of the United
Nations system the Wrld Bank and the | M-, the report of the Secretary-
CGeneral on the Integration of economies in transition into the world econony.
Pursuant to resolution 49/106, this report was presented to the General
Assenbly at its fifty-first session. A simlar report will be prepared for
the fifty-third session in 1998.

I NPUTS PROVI DED BY ECE FOR THE PREPARATI ON OF REPCRTS

7. ECE has been requested to provide inputs to 17 reports for the 1997
session of ECOSOC (see Annex |). At the time of preparation of this note,
requests deriving fromthe fifty-first session (1996) of the General Assenbly
for reports to be submtted to the Assenbly' s fifty-second session had not
been comuni cated, however it should to be noted that ECE prepared one report
and contributed to 16 others submtted to the fifty-first session of the
Assenbly (Annex 11).
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OTHER ACTI VI TI ES

8. In addition to the preparation of reports, a nunber of resolutions call
for followup action or specific activities. For exanple, Assenbly

resol utions concerning followup to United Nations gl obal conferences and
Summ ts have requested the regional conmm ssions to strengthen the inter-agency
consultative arrangenents at the regional |evel so as to devel op regional

nmoni toring and other activities in support of objectives set forth by the UN
gl obal conferences.

9. Assenbly resolution A/51/L.55 on the Inplenentation of the World Sunmit
for Social Devel opnent renewed the invitation to the regional conm ssions,
within their mandates and in cooperation with the regional intergovernnental
or gani zati ons and banks, to convene on a biennial basis a neeting at a high
political level to reviewthe progress nmade. The CGeneral Assenbly wel conmed
the invitation of the Covernment of Austria to host a regional follow up
nmeeting in Vienna at the beginning of 1998. The ECE will hol d consultations
to ascertain its role in the organization of this meeting.

10. Assenbly resol ution 50/ 107 on the Eradication of poverty proclai med 1996
as the Internati onal Year of the Fight Against Poverty, as well as the First
UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty. ECE marked the International Year
by organi zing in Novenber 1996, in cooperation with the Anerican Association
of Retired Persons and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund, a workshop devot ed
to social protection, poverty and ol der persons at risk. The reconmendations
of the workshop were reported to ECOSCC t hrough the Conm ssion on Soci al

Devel opnent .

11. Many ot her Assenbly resol utions, such as that relating to cooperation
with the business comunity, are relevant to the work of ECE al t hough they do
not specifically nmention the regional conmm ssions. Accordingly, the ECE
secretariat nonitors Assenbly resolutions in order to take the appropriate
action and, as nentioned above, to provide as required substantive inputs for
reports by the Secretary-General.
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Resol uti on
nunber

1995/ 48

1995/ 53

1996/ 1

1996/ 2

1996/ 6

1996/ 7

1996/ 31

1996/ 34

1996/ 41

1996/ 43

1996/ 44

ANNEX |

LI ST OF 1997 ECCSOC REPCORTS
REQU RI NG PREPARATI ON OR | NPUTS BY ECE

Title Agenda
item

A Europe/ Africa pernmanent |ink through the 30
Strait of Gbraltar
Consuner protection 16
Institutional arrangenents for the 6(a)
i npl enentation of the d obal Programre of
Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronment from Land-based Activities
(E/ 1996/ 28)
Fol lowup to the International Conference 6(f)
on Popul ation and Devel opnent (E/ 1996/ 25)
Fol lowup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on 5(e)
VWnen (E/ 1996/ 26)
Fol lowup to the Wrld Summit for Soci al 5(f)
Devel oprent and the future role of the
Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent
(E/ 1996/ 29)
Consul tative rel ationship between the 10
Uni ted Nations and non-gover nnent al
organi zations (E 1995/1.25 and Corr. 1)
Systemwi de nmediumtermplan for the 5(e)
advancenent of woren, 1996-2001
(B/1996/1 . 3)
Fol  ow-up to General Assenbly resolution 3(b)
50/ 227; initiation of reviews (E 1996/L.50)
St rengt heni ng col | aborati on between the 4(b)
Uni ted Nations devel opnent system and the
Bretton Wods institutions (E 196/1.48)
Coordi nation of the activities of the 6(e)

organi zations of the United Nations system
inthe field of energy (E 1996/L. 40)

Depart ment
or Ofice

ECA/ ECE

DPCSD

UNEP

DES| PA

DPCSD

DPCSD

DPCSD

DPCSD

DPCSD

DPCSD

DPCSD
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Resol uti on Title Agenda  Depart nment
nunber item or Ofice
1996/ 45 Internati onal Decade for Natural D saster 6(h) DHA
Reduction (E/ 1996/L.35 and E/ 1996/ SR 52)
1996/ 46 Regi onal cooperation in the econom c, 7 RC
social and related fields (E 1996/L.41 and
E/ 1996/ SR 52)
1996/ 49 Integration of key minerals issues into the 6(d) DPCSD
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21 (E 1996/ L. 32)
1996/ 50 I ntegrated water resources devel opnent and 6(d) DPCSD
managenent (E 1996/ L. 29)
1996/ 243 Report of the Conmm ssion for Soci al 5(f) DPCSD
Devel opment on its special session of 1996
and provisional agenda and docunentati on
for the thirty-fifth session of the
Comm ssi on (E 1996/ 29)
1996/ 258 The right to devel opment (E/ 1996/L. 18 and 5(d) HR
Add. 1)
1996/ 301 Periodicity of amendnments to the 6 (a) ECE
recommendati ons on the transport of
danger ous goods (E/ 1996/ L. 52)
1996/ 306 Report of the Commttee on Natural 6(d) DPCSD
Resources on its third session and
provi si onal agenda and docunentation for
the fourth session of the Commttee
(E/ 1996/ 31)
1996/ 310 Mai nstream ng of gender perspectives into 4( a) DPCSD

all policies and progranmes
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49/ 100
49/ 106
50/ 18

50/ 58E

50/ 81
50/ 95
50/ 95

50/ 97

50/ 112

50/ 116

50/ 119

50/ 120

50/ 126

50/ 130

50/ 141

50/ 161

50/ 203

ANNEX | |
LI ST OF REPCRTS TO THE FI FTY- FI RST SESSI ON OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUI R NG PREPARATI ON CR | NPUTS BY ECE
Programes rel ated to island devel opi ng countries
Integration of the economies in transition into the world econony
Zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic
Econom ¢ assistance to states affected by the inplenentation of the
Security Council resolution inposing sanctions agai nst the Federal
Republ i ¢ of Yugosl avi a
Wrld Programre of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond
Assi stance in mne cl earance

International trade and devel oprent

Specific actions related to the particul ar needs and probl ens of
| and- | ocked devel opi ng countries

El aboration of an international convention to conbat desertification
in those countries experiencing serious drought and/or

desertification

I npl enentati on of the outconme of the d obal Conference on the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Snall |sland Devel opi ng States

Econom ¢ and techni cal cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries and a
Uni ted Nations conference on South-South cooperation

Triennial policy review of operational activities for devel opnent of
the United Nations System

I npl ement ati on of the Programme of Action of the International
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opment

Communi cation for devel opment progranmes in the United Nations
System

Internati onal Year of O der Persons: towards a society for all ages

| npl ement ati on of the outconme of the Wrld Summt for Soci al
Devel opnent

Fol lowup to the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen and full
i npl enentation of the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor action



