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Annex
[Oiginal: Arabic]
Monthly report on the |atest devel opnents on the question
of Palestine during the nonth of April 1996
1. Israeli neasures in the Wst Bank

In addition to the bl ockade which they had i nposed on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip since 25 February 1996 and which continued throughout the nonth of
April, during that nonth the Israeli authorities intensified their security
measures in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by inposing a full security cordon
around the Pal estinian National Authority areas and stepping up their contro
and search operations at the roadbl ocks between the Pal estinian areas and at
the crossing points leading inside the “Green Line”. |In fact, on
19 April 1996, they ordered the Pal estinian tows and villages to be isol ated
from each other and prevented their residents fromtravelling between them
This led to a deterioration in living conditions in those towns and vill ages
and had adverse effects on various aspects of life in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. On 20 April 1996, by order of the Israeli arny commander in the
West Bank (Bar-Ilan), the Israeli authorities began to dermarcate the borders
separating the West Bank fromthe Gaza Strip and, on 5 April 1996, the Israel
army conpleted its operations ained at the reoccupation of 465 Pal estini an
villages situated in zone B

The Israeli authorities also carried out nore confiscation operations in
various areas of the West Bank, particularly at Qaryut, Beit Lid, Masha,
Jinsafut, Mount Cerizim (Nablus), Janiya, Deir Dibwan, Rafat, Ei n Yabrud and
Mazra'at el-Q bliya (Ramallah). |In addition to confiscating approxi mtely
half the area of the town of Bethlehem for the purpose of constructing a
bypass road to the north of that town, those authorities also confiscated
t housands of dununs of |and for the construction of seven bypass roads in the
foll owi ng areas

A bypass road passing through the villages of Bir Nabal a, Rafat,
Judeira, Qal andiya and Beit Hani na.

A bypass road crossing a nunber of villages to the east of the town of
Bet hl ehem

Two bypass roads crossing | and belonging to the villages of Sanmu,
Dhahiriya and Tarquniya in the governorate of Hebron

A bypass road crossing | and belonging to Kafr el-Labad and Ramin in the
district of Tulkarm

A bypass road crossing | and belonging to Jalbun in the district of
Jeni n.
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A bypass road crossing | and belonging to Ein Ayyoub in the district of
Ramal | ah.

On 12 April 1996, it was reveal ed that the settlenent wing of the Yesha
council had prepared a secret plan, known as Ha- Emanah (the Covenant), for
Israeli settlement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip which would be inplenmented
over a period of four years when Binyam n Netanyahu became Prinme M nister of
Israel. The plan included the follow ng guidelines and principles: an
increase in the population of the existing settlenments in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip to half a mllion persons; the construction of tens of thousands of
addi ti onal housing units there; and the establishnent of 12 new settl enent
nuclei and 14 Israeli mlitary positions on the principal highways in the
West Bank. In addition to their denolition of eight houses in the city of
Jerusal em and ei ght others in the town of Hebron during the nonth, the Israel
authorities commtted nunmerous violations affecting the city of Jerusalem the
Islamic holy places therein and the West Bank. These violations are
illustrated by the follow ng:

(a) Wth effect from1 April 1996, the Israeli Mnistry of the
Interior began to cancel the citizenship rights of all persons born in but
living outside Jerusal em

(b) The Israeli Prime Mnister Shinon Peres placed the Ibrahim Shrine
at Hebron at the disposal of the Jews and closed it to Muslinms during the
Jewi sh festivals

(c) On 8 April 1996, the Israeli police allowed dozens of settlers to
enter the courtyards of the Haram al-Sharif at Jerusal em

(d) On 10 April 1996, Israeli security forces raided and searched the
Shari'a Court at Hebron.

On 1 April 1996, the Christian comunities at Jerusal em protested at the
fact that the Israeli police had beaten Christian participants in the
Pal m Sunday procession with truncheons and rifle butts, thereby depriving them
of their freedom of worship and their right to engage in religious
observances.

Israeli-United States relations

On 30 April 1996, an anti-terrorism agreenent was signed at Washi ngton
by Bill Cinton, the President of the United States, and Shinon Peres, the
Israeli Prime Mnister. The agreenent made provision for $100 mllion in
United States assistance to pronote cl oser cooperation between the
United States and the Hebrew State in approximately 10 fi el ds.

The principal fields covered by the agreement are as foll ows:

An exchange of information concerning terrorists and terrorist
or gani zati ons.

Trai ning of persons working in this field.
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Exchange of experts.

Exchange of information concerning the transfer of funds to
organi zations involved in international terrorism

Extradi ti on and prosecution of suspects.
Enhancenent of the ability of other parties to conbat terrorism

The agreement provided for the formation of a “joint
United States-Israeli working group” to conbat terrorism which would neet
twice a year.

In addition to that agreenent, President Clinton and the Israel
Prime Mnister also decided to forma bilateral conmittee chaired by the
United States and Israeli Mnisters for Foreign Affairs “to pronote cl oser
cooperation between the two countries in the field of defence and to
officialize this cooperation whenever appropriate”

Israeli political parties and preparations for the elections to the Knesset

1. Lists of Israeli parties participating in the el ections

The lists of parties preparing to enter the parlianmentary elections in
Israel were closed on 10 April 1996. The nunber of these |legally authorized
party lists in Israel anpbunts to 31: the Israeli Labour Party | ed by
Shi non Peres; Ratz, led by Yossi Sarid, the present Mnister for the
Envi ronnment; Mapam |ed by Yair Tzaban; and Shinui, led by the
M ni ster Amon Rubinstein (the latter three leftist parties will once again
enter the elections with a joint list under the same nane of “Meretz”); Likud,
| ed by Bi nyam n Netanyahu; Tzonet, |led by Rafael Eitan; and Gesher, |ed by
David Levi (these parties have agreed to enter the elections with a joint |ist
for which no single nane has yet been chosen); Shas, the Sephardic orthodox
movement, |ed by Aryeh Deri; the National Religious Party Mafdal, |ed by
Zvul un Hammer; Agudath Israel, an orthodox religious party, |ed by
Rabbi Meir Gorny; Agudath Ha- Haredi m “Degel Hatorah”, |ed by
Rabbi Avraham Ravitz; the Denocratic Front for Peace and Equality “Hadash”,
| ed by Hashem Maham d; Mol edet, an extrene right-w ng novenent |ed by
Rechavam Ze' evi; the Arab Denocratic Party, |ed by Abdul Wahhab Darawshah;

Ya' oud, led by Gonin Segev, the Mnister for Energy; Aliyah, the new

i mm grants' novenent, |ed by Ephraim M| amed; Yisrael bi Aliyah (Israel in

M gration), |led by Natan Sharansky; the Third Path, a centrist novenent that
broke away from the Labour Party, |ed by Avigdor Kahlani; the Denpcratic
Labour Organi zation, a |leftist novenment conbining Jewi sh and Arab activists
fromthe Sharara organi zation, |led by Asaf Adib; Minmd, a religious nmovement

| ed by Rabbi Yehuda Anmital who occupies the post of Mnister without Portfolio
in the Peres Governnent; Telem Enunah (the path of faith), which broke away
fromthe Shas novenent, headed by Rabbi Yosef Azran; Mreshet Avot, an
ultrareligious right-wing party that broke away from Ml edet, |ed by

Yosef Bagad; Ahdut lima' an Aliyah (Unity for Mgration), which broke away from
the Labour Party, |ed by Ephraim Gur; the Arab Movenment for Change, |ed by

Dr. Ahmad al - Tei bi; the National Denpcratic Assenbly, an Arab leftist alliance
led by Dr. Azmi Bishara; Men's Famly Rights (“Raash”), led by Yakov Schl uss;
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the Arab-Islanmc Bloc, |ed by Abdul Mlik Dahansheh and Shei kh Atef al-Khatib
Yami n Israel, an extrene right-wi ng racist novenent that broke away from

Mol edet, |led by Shaul Gutman; the Settlenent Party, led by Tsofir Ronen; the
I sraeli Pensioners' Mvenment (“Eil”), led by Nava Arad; and the Progressive
Al |l i ance.

2. The Arab party alliances entering the el ections

On 10 April 1996, the following four Arab lists were submitted to the
Central Electoral Comrittee: a joint list conbining the Denocratic Front for
Peace and Equality and the Arab National Alliance | ed by Knesset nenber
Hashem Maham d; the United Arab List, consisting in an alliance between the
I slami ¢ Movenment, the Arab Denocratic Party and the Arab-Islamc Bloc, |ed by
| awyer Abdul Malik Dahansheh; the Progressive Arab List for Change, consisting
in an alliance between the Arab Mywvenent for Change and the Progressive
Movenent for Peace; and the Progressive Alliance List of the independent
movenment “Call for Concord in the Negev”, |ed by Mihamad Zai dan

On 14 April 1996, there was a nerger between the two parties
representing Jewish inmgrants into Israel: Aliyah, conprising inmmgrants
fromthe Soviet Union, and the Israel in Mgration Party.

3. Political programmes of the Israeli parties

On 27 April 1996, the highest policy-nmking bodies of Likud, CGesher and
Tzomet agreed on the general outline of the political programre that those
parties would pursue if they won the forthconming Israeli elections under the
| eadershi p of Binyanm n Netanyahu. That progranme included the follow ng
principl es:

(a) The Governnent, while recognizing the facts resulting fromthe
Csl o agreenents, would endeavour to minimze the threats that those agreenents
posed to the security and future of the State of Israel

(b) The Governnent would talk with the Pal estinian Authority in order

to continue the present arrangenents. It would also conduct negotiations with
a view to the achi evement of a permanent settlenent between |Israel and the
Pal esti ni ans, provided that the Palestinian Authority fulfilled all its

obligations, particularly in regard to:

(i) Uncondi ti onal annul ment of the provisions of the Pal estine
Nati onal Charter calling for the destruction of Israel

(ii) Prevention of terrorismand cessation of inflammtory
propaganda agai nst | srael

(c) Sovereignty over unified Jerusalem the capital of the State of
Israel, would be exercised solely by Israel. Al PLO activities in the city
woul d be halted and all PLO institutions there would be cl osed;

(d) The arny and the security forces would enjoy full freedom of
action against terrorismwherever and whenever necessary;
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(e) The Government woul d endeavour to continue the policy of granting
t he Pal estini ans i ndependent self-governnent, except in regard to foreign
affairs and security, for which Israel would remain responsible, and matters
requiring coordination. The Government woul d oppose the establishment of an
i ndependent Pal estinian State;

() The Governnent woul d encourage the devel opnent of enpl oynent
opportunities for Palestinians in the Pal estinian self-governing areas;

(9) The Governnent woul d endeavour to secure Jordani an involvenent in
the permanent settlenent in fields to be agreed upon during the negotiations.

The Labour Party's new political programre, which was made public on
22 April 1996, clearly omts two provisions that were included in its previous
programme; the first concerns rejection of the establishment of a Pal estinian
State, while the second stipulates that “even in the event of peace, the
Israeli presence in, and control of, the Golan Heights will continue”

The Labour Party's political programre stated, in particular, that
the negoti ations concerning the permanent settlenment with the Pal estinians
woul d be based on the GCslo agreenent and |Israel would respect the follow ng
principl es:

* United Jerusalemwould remain the capital of I|Israel under Israel
sovereignty.

* I srael woul d never seek to domi nate another people.

* The River Jordan constituted a secure eastern border for Israel and no
other arnmy would be stationed to the west of it.

* Separation woul d saf eguard the national identity and needs of the two
peopl es.

* I srael would retain sovereignty over the Jordan Valley, the area to the
nort h-west of the Dead Sea, Gush Etzion and areas vital for Israel's
security.

* The Pal estinians' right to return would be deni ed.

* Most of the Israeli settlers would remain under Israeli sovereignty.

* No new settlenents would be established.

* The permanent settlenent would be submitted to a popul ar referendum

* The negotiations with Syria would continue. The desired agreenent would

be based on secure borders, firmy established security arrangenents, a
guarantee of the necessary water resources for Israel and ful
normal i zati on of relations between the two States, with enphasis on
econonmi ¢ cooperation. The pernanent agreenment would be subnitted to a
popul ar referendum
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On 8 April 1996, Yossi Sarid, the Israeli Mnister for the Environnent,
declared that the political ains of the Meretz nmovenment were as follows:

(a) Recognition of the Pal estinian people's right to establish its own
i ndependent entity, consisting in a Palestinian State al ongside the State of

| srael ;

(b) Wt hdrawal fromthe Golan in return for full peace with Syria,
i ncludi ng special security arrangenents;

(c) Retention of 6-7 per cent of the land in the West Bank, on which
Israeli settlenments have been established, under Israeli sovereignty;

(d) Jerusalem woul d remain the indivisible capital of Israel

Confrontation with Israeli right-wing extrem sts

On 13 April 1996, Shlonp Lahat, the head of the Israeli popul ar grouping
supporting Shinon Peres, received a telephone call froma person claimng to
speak on behalf of Yigal Amir who threatened himw th death unl ess he ceased
his electioneering activities in favour of the Israeli Labour Party.

On 13 April 1996, Mpshe Shahal, the Israeli Mnister for Interna
Security, received tel ephone threats fromfollowers of Rabbi Uzi Meshul ah who
threatened to shoot himunless he net the demands of the rabbi's inprisoned
foll owers who were on hunger strike.

5. Activities of UNRWA

On 1 April 1996, UNRWA used $5 nillion donated by the Norwegi an
Governnment to launch an i medi ate short-term programre to provi de enpl oynent
opportunities in response to the socio-economc crisis resulting fromthe
closure of the Gaza Strip. Through this programre, UNRWA intends to provide
tenporary enpl oynent opportunities over a five-nonth period for a total of
2,570 unenpl oyed Pal estinians, who will be paid a daily wage of US$ 12. Mbre
than 1,300 Pal estinians are being recruited by UNRWA (635 in the field of
envi ronnental health, 544 in education and 150 in relief and social services,
while others are being enployed in various UNRM departments). A further
475 Pal estinians are being recruited by non-governnmental organizations and
nore than 100 Pal estinians have been recruited by the Pal estinian Nationa
Aut hority's Mnistries of Health and Justi ce.

On 17 April 1996, the heads of 11 nunicipal and village councils in the
Gaza Strip took delivery of 17 trucks, 2 bulldozers and 2 tractors which UNRWA
had purchased by virtue of a $1.8 nillion donation from Japan for use in solid
wast e di sposal projects.

The Japanese anbassador Harum ko Shi bawa and UNRWA' s Director of
Operations Claus Wrm handed over that equi pment at the UNRWA offi ce.

On 17 April 1996, a start was also made on the inplenentation of the
project to construct the |zbat Beit Hanun secondary school for girls, which
will be run by the Palestinian Mnistry of Education, and the
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| zbat Beit Hanun preparatory school for girls, which will be run by the UNRWA
Department of Education. The Japanese Government's donation for the
construction of these two schools ambunted to $2.6 million

Wth regard to the role that UNRWA is playing in helping to develop the
infrastructure in Palestine, M. Wrmsaid that the Agency was continuing to
assist in the devel opment of vital sectors in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
For exanple, it was cooperating with the Mnistries of Health and Pl anni ng and
I nternational Cooperation. It had already constructed two hospitals in the
southern part of the Gaza Strip and, two weeks ago, had begun the
i mpl enment ati on of environnmental projects.

On 4 April 1996, M. Robert Hopkins, UNRWA's Director-General in Jordan
opened a | egal advisory office at the Centre for Whnen's Progranmmes in the
Al -Hussein canp. This office was opened with funding fromthe German
Government, which provided about $17,000 for the establishment and equi prnent
of this and another office at Wahdat canp.

On 4 April 1996, UNRWA, acting in collaboration with the Canadi an
I nternational Devel opnent Agency, opened a food production unit at Al-Hussein
canp in keeping with the enphasis that the UNRWA is placing on the role of
wonen in econom ¢ participation and |ocal community devel opment. The ai m of
the unit is to enable the nost di sadvantaged fenale refugees to acquire the
skills and expertise needed to manage projects and inprove their famly's
| evel of incone and to provide opportunities for enterprising female refugees
to receive training in production skills.

M . Hopki ns enphasi zed that the Agency had no intention of charging
school fees for the education that refugee children received at UNRWA school s,
nor did it intend to charge fees for the health services that the Agency was
provi ding for refugees at various centres and clinics. 1In an interviewwth
the Jordani an News Agency, he said that the question as to whether such fees
shoul d be charged had been raised by the donor States in 1993 and 1994 and, at
the tinme, it had been decided to charge nom nal fees. However, that decision
had never been inpl enent ed.

Wth regard to the transfer of UNRWA headquarters from Vienna to Gaza,
M. Hopkins said that the presence of the Agency's headquarters at Gaza woul d
facilitate and speed up conmuni cati ons between the Conm ssi oner-CGeneral and
the Agency's local directors of operations and would thereby have a favourable
effect on the Agency's services. He said that the Comn ssioner-CGeneral had
i nstructed an expert group to study the situation and living conditions of the
Agency's enpl oyees and to prepare a report on this subject.

Concerning the Agency's future in the light of developrments in the peace
process, the Director-Ceneral said that the Agency could not be abolished
before a final solution had been found to the Pal estinian problem Wth
regard to the Agency's relations with the Jordani an Government, M. Hopkins
said that there was cl ose coordination and cooperati on between vari ous
Jordani an governnent departnments, particularly the Department of Pal estinian
Affairs, and the Agency in the provision of services for refugees.
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M. Hopki ns pointed out that the Agency had recently received an amount
of $1 mllion from Japan to inprove the sewage and drai nage systens in the
Pal estinian canps in Jordan. He said that the Agency was suffering froma
serious financial situation although, in general, it was in a better position
than the United Nations.

In addition to its initial pledge of $15 mllion to UNRWA's regul ar
budget for 1996, the United States of America had pledged a further donation
of $55 mllion of which part ($200,000) would be appropriated for an externa
organi zational study on the transfer of UNRWA headquarters from Vienna to
Gaza. The United States of America had al so pl edged an anpbunt of $608,608 to
i nprove three school conplexes at the Yarnmouk canp in the Syrian Arab Republic
and an amount of $728,584 for a nunber of projects in Jordan

Norway had pl edged $5 nmillion for an i mediate short-termjob creation
programme in the Gaza Strip.

The United Nations Popul ati on Fund had pl edged $132,174 to cover the
costs of the fam |y planning programme requirenents in the Syrian Arab
Republ i ¢, Lebanon, Jordan and the Wst Bank

Australia had confirned its pledge of $100,000 for the transfer of UNRWA
headquarters to the region

Austria had donated $100,000 as part of its pledged donation to the
Agency's regul ar budget in 1996

The M ddl e East and Africa Association in Japan had donated $9, 447 for
the purchase of hearing aids for disabled Palestinian refugees in Lebanon

The Save the Children Fund in the United Kingdom had donated $3, 806 for
the programme to train mdw ves in the Wst Bank

The Mal di ves had pl edged and paid $1,000 to UNRWA's regul ar budget for
1996.
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Monthly report on the |atest devel opnents on the question
of Palestine during the nonth of NMay 1996
1. Israeli neasures in the Wst Bank

The bl ockade that had been inposed on the towns, villages and canps in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip since 25 February 1996 continued during the nonth
of May, at the beginning of which Israeli Prime Mnister Shinmon Peres
confirmed that Israel had no intention of lifting the bl ockade before the

Israeli elections. 1In addition to the blockade, the Israeli authorities
ti ghtened the cordon around the Pal estinian National Authority areas at dawn
on 15 May 1996, i.e. two weeks before the schedul ed date of the Israel

el ections, on the pretext that intelligence reports had indicated that some
groups intended to carry out operations designed to influence the outcome of
the el ecti ons.

As a result of these tighter restrictions, all the facilities and
special permts that had been granted during the previous two nonths were
cancel l ed and, consequently, the small nunmber of Arab workers who had been
permtted to work in Israel could no | onger go there.

West Bank towns and areas were isolated from each other through the
establishment of military roadbl ocks on the roads |inking them and al so on al
the roads and entry points leading to Israel and the city of Jerusalem Al
the Pal estinians who were permtted to enter Israel were subjected to strict
security checks, which had detrinental effects on all aspects of life in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The Israeli authorities continued their policy of confiscating further
areas of Pal estinian-owned land in various parts of the Wst Bank
particularly in the district of Qalqgilya, in which nore than 300 dununs of
| and were confiscated, and in the district of Hebron with a view to pronoting
settlenent in that town. |Israeli encroachnments and violations also continued
for the purpose of constructing bypass roads, for which hundreds of trees were
uprooted and nore | and was excavated in the follow ng areas:

A bypass road crossing | and bel onging to Abud, Rantis and Shugba in the
district of Ramall ah.

A bypass road linking the “Green Line” with the settlenent of Tzofimto
the north of Qal gilya.

An 80-m wi de bypass road crossing |and belonging to the towns of Jaiyus
and Qal qgil ya.

A bypass road crossing | and belonging to Jab'a and Surif.
The construction and expansion of a road crossing |and belonging to the
villages of Beit Dajan, Salim Deir el-Hatab and Beit Furik in the governorate

of Nabl us.

Due to the increase in election fever during this nonth when the heads
of the two |eading parties in Israel attenpted to win over the el ectorate,
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bot h Shi mon Peres and Bi nyam n Netanyahu made statenments in which they
prom sed to inprove the situation of the settlers if they won the el ection

On 4 May 1996, it was reveal ed that there was a new plan to expand the
settl enment of G vat Zeev, which is situated in the West Bank to the north of
the city of Jerusalem The plan included the construction of a 17-storey
residential tower block containing 45 apartnments and also a | arge comerci a
centre at that settlement. The settlenent of Maal eh Adum m at Khan el - Ahmar
to the east of the city of Jerusalem also w tnessed construction activity and
| arge-scal e sales of new residential apartnents and the Israel Lands
Admi nistration advertised for tenders to construct 80 new residential units at
that settl ement.

The District Planning and Construction Conm ssion of the Israel
Mnistry of the Interior rejected the protests submtted by residents of
Sur Bahir, Unm Tuba and the town of Beit Sahur who own the |and on which the
settlenent of Har Homa is to be built even though they hold docunents proving
t hei r ownership.

On 13 May 1996, the Israeli Government approved the appropriation
of 11.5 million shekels for investnent in the devel opnent of the settlenment of
Kiryat Sefer, to the west of the town of Ramallah, which is inhabited by
ul tra-orthodox Jews. This ampunt covers the costs of conpleting the
construction and devel opnent of 510 residential apartnents built between 1989
and 1992, as well as half the cost of the construction of 600 new residentia
units.

According to sources close to the Jewi sh Settlement Council in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, the financial resources that the Labour Governnent
had i nvested to support settlenent activities in the Palestinian territories
exceeded those invested by the previous Likud Governnent for that purpose.
The nunber of settlers had al so i ncreased by 40 per cent under the Labour
Gover nnment .

During the nonth of May, in addition to denolishing four houses in
villages in the districts of Jerusalem Nablus and Ramal |l ah, the I|srael
authorities took a nunmber of measures constituting collective punishnents
agai nst |large sections of the Arab popul ation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
These neasures included the foll ow ng:

(a) On 7 May 1996, the Israel Tel econmuni cation Corporation (Bezeq)
cut off international comrunications with the Pal estinian Authority areas;

(b) On 8 May 1996, the Israeli electricity conpany randomy cut off
the electric power supply to the town of Gaza w thout prior notice;

(c) On 7 May 1996, the Israeli authorities closed the new nosque at
Qabalan (19 kmto the south of Nablus). On 14 May 1996, they also closed two
ot her nosques in the West Bank
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2. The Israeli elections

The npst outstanding event on the Israeli scene during the nonth of
May 1996 was the elections to the prem ership and the 14th Knesset which were
held in the mdst of tight security neasures and unprecedented internationa
interest and anticipation in view of the effects that these elections would
have on the peace process and on the notabl e changes and activities taking
pl ace in the Mddl e East.

On the norning of 29 May 1996, the 3,339,250 Israelis entitled to vote
went to 6,714 polling stations distributed throughout Israel in order to
choose the Prime Mnister for the next four years and el ect 120 nenbers to the
14t h Knesset. At mdday on 30 May 1996, the Central Electoral Conmttee
announced that Binyam n Netanyahu, the |eader of the Likud Party, had been
elected Prine Mnister by a nagjority of 50.49 per cent of the votes cast and
woul d therefore succeed his rival Shinon Peres, the | eader of the Labour
Party, who had obtai ned 49.51 per cent of the votes.

In these el ections, Binyam n Netanyahu was supported by
1,501,033 voters, while his rival Shinmon Peres was supported by
1,471,566 voters (a difference of 29,467 or 0.9 per cent) in the first direct
pol|l ever held in Israel to elect, at the same tinme, the Prinme Mnister and
t he menbers of the Knesset.

Under Israeli law, the new Prinme M nister Binyam n Netanyahu had
45 days in which to forma coalition enjoying the support of 61 of the
120 parlianentary seats as an expression of the Knesset's confidence in the
Government that he would form The seats were distributed anong the parties
and lists as follows:

The left-wing parties obtained a total of 52 seats, distributed as
follows: the Labour Party led by Shinon Peres - 34 seats; the Meretz novenent
led by Yossi Sarid - 9 seats; the Denocratic Front for Peace and Equality
| ed by Hashim Maham d - 5 seats; and the United Arab List - 4 seats.

The right-wing parties won 43 seats distributed as follows: the
Li kud- Tzonet - Gesher alliance | ed by Netanyahu - 32 seats; the Nationa
Rel i gious Party (Mafdal) led by Zvulun Hamer - 9 seats; the Mol edet Party |ed
by Rechavam Ze'evi - 2 seats.

The orthodox religious parties obtained 14 seats of which 10 were won by
Shas, the Sephardic Jewi sh party, and 4 by Yahdot Hatora |ed by Meir Porush.

The Third Path party |led by Avigdor Kahlani won 4 seats and the
Israel bi-Aliyah party |led by Natan Sharansky won 7 seats, these two being new
parties that were not represented in the previ ous Knesset.

The other parties were supported by no nore than 1.5 per cent of the
total nunber of voters.
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3. Activities of UNRWA

The United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency for Pal estinian Refugees in
t he Near East announced that it would be transferring its headquarters from
Vienna to Gaza on 15 July 1996.

At a press conference held on 7 May 1996, Sandro Tucci, head of the
UNRWA I nformation OFfice, said that UNRWA had been faced with a financia
deficit of $1 million during the last tw years. However, he affirned that
t he Agency would maintain the level of its services, which would be reduced
only if there were no other alternative. He said that the UNRWA budget
for 1994/95 anounted to $320 mllion, which had been appropriated in order to
cover the cost of basic services such as education, health and relief.

The Conmi ssi oner-General of UNRWA decided to grant the Agency's staff in
Jordan an increment amounting to 8.1 per cent with effect from1 July 1996 in
view of the petitions that they had submitted to M. Peter Hansen and in which
they threatened to resort to strike action if their demands were not net.

On 10 May 1996, at Amman, the UNRWA Council of Directors held neetings
that were attended by the area directors, the directors of operations and
senior admnistrative staff fromthe Agency's offices in its five areas of
operations (Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip). During
a visit to Jordan, M. Peter Hansen, the Agency's Commi ssioner-General, was
recei ved by Hi s Hi ghness Prince Hassan, the Crown Prince, in his office where
t hey di scussed a nunber of matters and questions concerning UNRWA's rol e and
activities for the benefit of Palestinian refugees, as well as possible
solutions to overcone the financial crisis fromwhich the Agency was
suffering.

The Agency introduced a uniform exam nation systemfor the second
acadenmic termin the sixth and ninth basic grades in sone subjects taught at
its schools.

A joint UNRWA- UNHCR del egation visited 159 refugees who had been
stranded on the Egyptian-Libyan border for nore than a year. They provided
themwi th nedicines and other materials of which they were in need and, on the
conclusion of the visit, the delegation held a neeting with the Pal estinian
and Li byan anbassadors at the Libyan Enbassy in Cairo in order to informthem
of the results of its mssion

The foll owi ng donations were reported to have been received by the
Agency:

The Swi ss-Gernman CARI TAS aid organi zation pl edged an anpbunt of $10, 000
as a contribution towards the costs of operating a maternal and child care
clinic at Amari canmp in the West Bank in 1996.

Germany pl edged an anount of $1,597,366 for the project to construct and
furni sh a preparatory/secondary school in Lebanon

Hol | and pl edged an anount of $1,764,706 to the general fund for Lebanon
in 1996.
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Fi nl and pl edged an anount of $1, 455,301 to UNRWA' s regul ar budget
for 1996.

Norway pl edged an ampunt of $1 million as a contribution to the costs of
transferring UNRWA headquarters from Vienna to Gaza and Anman.

The international “Rainbow ship in Japan pl edged an anpbunt of $5,000 to
UNRWA' s general fund in Jordan. |In addition, this organization donated
13 boxes and packages of stationery, games and nedicines to the Japanese
School and the health centre at the Baga'a canp in Jordan

Tenders were received for the comencenent of the inplenmentation of
agreenents signed between the Arab Gulf Programme for the United Nations
Devel opnment Organi zati ons (AGFUND) and UNRWA in March, under which a total of
$120, 000 was pledged to finance the first and second phases of the
construction and devel opnent of a diesel nmechanics workshop for second-year
students at the Kalandia Training Centre in the West Bank. The Italian
Government was reported to be helping to fund the construction and equi pnent
of the workshop
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Monthly report on the |atest devel opnents on the question
of Palestine during the nonth of August 1996

1. Israeli neasures in the Wst Bank

During the nonth of August 1996, the Israeli authorities continued their
measures to tighten the bl ockade of all the towns in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip which is obstructing the freedom of novenent of Pal estinian
citizens between the various self-governing areas. They also continued to
prevent the nmovenent of students and goods and fabricated pretexts for the
mai nt enance of this bl ockade, thereby causing severe material |osses to the
Pal esti ni an econony and suffering to the Pal estinian popul ati on.

A report issued by the Palestinian Mnistry of Health affirmed that
16 residents of the Palestinian National Authority areas had died as a result
of the bl ockade and the Israeli measures that had been taken against the
popul ati on, and particularly sick persons, since 25 February.

The Israeli authorities persisted in their refusal to issue transit
permts for husbands and wives living in the Gaza Strip and wishing to trave
by road to the West Bank. As a result, Palestinian famlies were split and
living in a state of suffering and despair.

During the month, there was a notable escalation in the Israeli assault
on the city of Jerusalemand its Arab residents. Representatives of the
I sraeli police handed an order to Hatim Abdul Qadir, a nmenber of the
Pal estini an Legislative Council, prohibiting any activity by the Pal estinian
Aut hority in East Jerusalemand requiring himto i medi ately cease work in the
of fice that he had opened at Beit Hanina in the Jerusalemdistrict. The
Israeli police subsequently raided the office, confiscated its contents and
closed it.

According to reports received fromthe Palestinian territories, the
Israeli Governnment had formed a special mnisterial teamled by Zvul un Hamrer,
the Mnister of Education, and Ehud A nert, the mayor of Jerusalem to nonitor
the application of the so-called “rule of law and order” in East Jerusal em
with a viewto maintaining full Israeli sovereignty over all parts of the
city. This team would be formulating proposals and recommendations to curb
infiltration by the Palestinian Authority in Palestinian educationa
institutions and bodies in the eastern half of the city.

The neasures taken against Arab institutions at Jerusal emincluded the
denolition, on 27 August 1996, of the “Laqglaq” building at Bab Hatta in the
ad Cty fromwhich the care of local children and elderly and retired persons
was supervised. The denolition operation was carried out on the pretext that
the charitabl e association's neeting hall had been renovated in an illega
manner .

In the face of increasing Israeli pressure on the Pal estinian Authority
to close all its offices in the city of Jerusalemas one of the preconditions
for Israeli withdrawal fromthe town of Hebron, which had been del ayed beyond
the date scheduled in the programme for the inplenentation of the agreenents
reached between the Israeli and Pal estinian parties, the Pal estinian
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Authority, as a gesture indicative of its good intentions, closed three of its
offices in East Jerusalem (the O fice for Geographical Studies, the

Pal estinian Ofice for Youth and Sports and the Statistical Ofice). 1In spite
of this Pal estinian gesture, however, there were no new devel opments on the
question of wi thdrawal from Hebron; on the contrary, the Israeli Government
continued to procrastinate on this question, claimng that it was endeavouring
to formul ate a new wi thdrawal plan conprising a nunber of nodifications in
keeping with its view of the situation. The reports went on to say that the
Israeli mnisterial commttee follow ng up on the question of Hebron was
endeavouring to formul ate a proposal for the division of the town into civi

as well as security sectors.

During the period covered by this report, the settlers continued their
acts of aggression against Arab citizens and their property. The towns and
villages of Beit Jala, Khan Yunis, Deir al-Balah, Yatta, Tubas, Hebron and
Qal gil ya were subjected to repeated attacks on their |and, crops and various
items of property by settlers living in the settlenents bordering on those
ar eas.

The towns of Qalqilya, Ramallah and Tubas were the target of |and
confiscation canpai gns and encroachnments by Israeli bull dozers which excavated
and levelled the confiscated land in preparation for the construction of
bypass roads to link Jew sh settlenents at the expense of Arab territoria
unity. An exanple of this can be seen in the construction of the bypass road
that crosses |land belonging to the village of Madama to the south of Nablus in
order to link settlenents to the east of Nablus with the road |eading to the
town of Qalqgilya. The Israeli authorities also continued work on the
construction of a bypass road in the area of Beit Jala, as well as the
construction of a flyover and a tunnel to link the Jewi sh settlenments of
Jerusalemwi th the southern part of the West Bank

The Israeli authorities also authorized commencenent of the construction
of amlitary road in the Bethlehemarea to the south of the Arab city of
Jerusalemat a cost of $8 mllion

Wth regard to new settl enent, the expansion of existing Jew sh
settl enents and the preparation of plans to pronpte settlenment, on
2 August 1996 the Israeli Prime Mnister announced that the Cabinet had
decided to terminate the freeze on Jew sh settlenent on Arab | and which had
been i mposed by the previous Israeli Governnment in August 1992. This aroused
i ndi gnation anong all the international bodies and foruns seeking to advance
the peace process, and particularly anpong the Pal estinians. Follow ng that
deci sion, Yasser Arafat, the Chairman of the Palestinian Authority, sent a
letter to M. Netanyahu in which he protested against his Government's
deci si on and warned of the dangers inherent in any practical steps to
i mpl ement that decision.

After the announcement of the lifting of restrictions on settlenent, the
Jewi sh settlers lost no tine in expanding their settlenments. The settlers at
Itamar, which was established on | and belonging to the villages of Awarta,
Rujib and Beit Furik, built a nunmber of houses on the eastern side of the
settl enment and their exanple was foll owed by settlers at Brakha who added a
nunber of houses to their settlenent.
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The Israeli settlenent institutions began to inplenment the decision by
Yi t zhak Mbrdechai, the Mnister of Defence, to add prefabricated houses to the
settl enments by commencing the erection of prefabricated houses at settlenents
near Jeri cho.

There was al so a notable increase in the pace of construction work at
the settlements of Salit, Kokhav Yair, Enav, Avnei Hefetz and others pursuant
to the Israeli Governnent's decision

The Israeli newspapers revealed a plan that had been prepared by the
Jewi sh Settlenent Council in the West Bank and Gaza Strip with a viewto
i ncreasing the nunber of settlers to half a mllion during the next four
years.

At a neeting with the heads of the settlenents in the West Bank
Eli Suissa, the Mnister of the Interior, promsed to grant them 15 mllion
shekel s in energency aid as conpensation for the Oslo agreements which had
i ncreased the expenditure of the Jewish councils. He also prom sed to give
special attention to the structural plans that had been frozen by the previous
Governnent, including a plan to construct 2,500 housing units at the
settlenent of Adam at Jerusal em

Israeli press sources indicated that Meir Porush, the Israeli Deputy
M ni ster for Housing, intended to construct 15,000 housing units for orthodox
Jews, including 6,500 units at the western entrance to Jerusalem 3,500 units
at the settlement of Kiryat Sefer and 900 units at the settlenent at Beitar
On 27 August 1996, the Israeli Mnister of Defence approved a plan for the
construction of 900 new residential units at the settlement of Kiryat Sefer in
the Ramall ah district. He decided that the inplenentation of the construction
plan at this settlenent should begin i mediately and the settl enent
residential area would include 1,806 housing units. The other 900 units woul d
be approved at a | ater stage.

Wthin the framework of the settlenent assault on the Holy City, it was
reveal ed that the Israeli Mnistry of Housing was preparing a plan to build a
new settlenent city at a distance of a few nmetres fromthe city of Jerusalem
to the north of the settlenments of Neve Yaacov and G vat Zeev in the direction
of Ramal | ah.

During the month, there was also a notable escalation in the policy of
denol i shi ng Arab-owned houses. On 19 August 1996, Israeli bulldozers
denol i shed four houses at Beit Dajan on the pretext that they were situated in
a mlitary zone. On 12 August 1996, Israeli bull dozers al so denolished
five houses in the villages of Kafr Agab, Hi zma and Anata on the pretext that
they had been built without a permit. Five other houses situated on the
borders of Jerusalem Municipality at |Isawi ya, Sur Bahir and Silwan were al so
denol i shed on the pretext that they had been built wi thout a permt.

Mor eover, on 28 August 1996, the Israeli authorities denolished five other
houses near Tul karm and anot her house in the Semiram s area of Ramallah on the
sane pretext.
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2. The internal situation in |Israe

On 8 August 1996, Yaacov Neenman, the Israeli Mnister of Justice,
tendered his resignation fromthe Covernnent after the Israeli police had
guesti oned himon suspicion of involvenment in a nunmber of crimnal offences,

i ncl udi ng obstruction of the course of justice during the trial of Aryeh Deri,
t he | eader of the Shas novenent.

The Israeli Prime Mnister and the Mnister for Foreign Affairs agreed
to appoi nt General Dan Shonron, the forner Chief of Staff, as chairman of the
Hi gher Supervisory and Steering Comrittee that will be responsible for
i npl enmenting the transitional stage agreement with the Pal estinian Authority.
It was al so agreed to forma steering conmttee at mnisterial |evel, chaired
by the Prime Mnister and conprising the Mnister of Defence and the M nister
for Foreign Affairs, to direct the parallel negotiations with the Syrians and
Lebanese.

On 21 August 1996, the |l egal adviser to the Israeli Government
i nstructed the head of the investigation departnment in the police to question
Knesset nmenber Dedi Zucker fromthe Meretz novenent on suspicion of receiving
funds through fraud and deception

On 23 August 1996, the Israeli Prine Mnister decided to form an
advi sory group on national security, headed by Lieutenant Ceneral Zeev Levi,
whi ch woul d be attached to the O fice of the Prime Mnister

On 28 August 1996, Turkey and |Israel signed an agreenent providing for
cooperation and an exchange of expertise between the two parties in the
def ence industries.

3. Activities of UNRWA

On 25 August 1996, the Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat unveiled the
comenorative plaque at the headquarters of UNRWA in the governorate of Gaza
to herald the conmencenent of work at the Agency's new headquarters at Gaza to
which it had noved from Vi enna about three nonths earlier

During the inaugural cerenony, President Arafat was acconpanied by a
nunber of senior officials of the Palestinian Authority together with
M. Peter Hansen, the Comm ssioner-General of UNRWA, with whom he carried out
an inspection visit to the various parts of the building.

On 27 August 1996, M. Hansen net with Dr. Nabil Shaath, the Mnister
for Planning and International Cooperation, at the Mnistry's headquarters at
Gaza. During the neeting, they discussed the manner in which the Pal estinian
Nat i onal Authority could support and assist the Agency in order to ensure the
continuity of its services to Palestinian refugees living in Palestine or
abroad. They al so discussed a plan to cover the Agency's budgetary deficit,



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 111
page 19

as well as the role that the Mnistry of Planning and Internationa
Cooperation woul d be playing in hel ping the Agency to obtain what it needed to
avoid any reduction in its health, food and educati onal services.

M ni ster Shaath expl ai ned that the Agency was the body responsible for
the refugees and the Palestinian National Authority did not constitute a
substitute for the Agency, the activities of which would end only when the
probl em of the refugees had been fully sol ved.

On 31 August 1996, studies began in the new academ c year at all the

UNRWA schools in the Gaza Strip, where 140,000 rmale and femal e students
attended 163 primary and preparatory schools.



