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| nt roduction

1. Inits resolution 1996/64 of 23 April 1996 entitled "Regi ona
arrangenents for the pronoti on and protection of human rights in the Asian
and Pacific region", the Conm ssion on Human Rights reaffirmed that regiona
arrangenents played a fundanental role in pronmoting and protecting human
rights and that they should reinforce universal hunan rights standards, as
contained in international hunman rights instruments

2. The Commi ssi on wel comed the regi onal workshops on various hunan
rights issues which had been held in the Asian and Pacific region, including
the workshop held in Manila from7 to 11 May 1990, the workshop held in
Jakarta from 26 to 28 January 1993, the workshop held in Seoul from18 to

20 July 1994, and the workshop held in Kathmandu from 26 to 28 February 1996

3. The Comm ssion endorsed the concl usions of the Kathnmandu wor kshop,

i ncluding the recognition of the inportance of a step-by-step process towards

the establishnent of a regional arrangenent for the pronotion and protection

of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region. The Conmi ssion al so took

note of the conclusions of that workshop, which stated, inter alia, that while
t he experiences of other regions would continue to be carefully examned, it

was clear that any regional arrangenents for the Asian and Pacific region

woul d need to be based on the needs, priorities and conditions prevailing in

the region.

4, The Comm ssion encouraged all States in the Asian and Pacific region
to consider further the establishnment of regional arrangenents for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights. The Commi ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to establish an open-ended teamto ensure the effective
preparati on of the next workshop and to facilitate the devel opment of regiona
arrangenents.

5. The Secretary-CGeneral was al so requested to give adequate attention to
the countries in the Asian and Pacific region by allocating nore resources
fromexisting United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to
benefit fromall the activities under the programre of advisory services and
technical assistance in the field of hunman rights.

6. The Comm ssion encouraged States in the Asian and Pacific region to
request assistance for such purposes as regi onal and subregi onal workshops,
sem nars and i nformati on exchanges desi gned to strengthen regi onal cooperation
for the pronotion and protection of human rights. It also encouraged al
States in the region to consider ratifying and acceding to international hunman
rights instrunments adopted within the framework of the United Nations system
with the aimof universal acceptance. It further encouraged all States and
regi onal and subregi onal organi zations to devel op programmes for hunman rights
education in the Asian and Pacific region

7. The Commi ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the
Comm ssion at its fifty-third session a further report incorporating

i nformati on on the progress achieved in the inplenentation of

resol ution 1996/ 64. The present report is submtted in accordance
with that request.
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l. FI FTH WORKSHCP ON REG ONAL  ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECT! ON
OF HUVMAN RIGHTS I N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON

A Mandate and justification for holding the workshop

8. The United Nations has been pronmoting the role of regional arrangenents
for the pronotion and protection of human rights throughout the years. The
Ceneral Assenbly and the Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts have adopted nunerous
resolutions in this regard. The Wrld Conference on Human R ghts reaffirned
the fundanmental role which regional and subregi onal arrangenents could play in
pronoting and protecting human rights.

9. The Asian and Pacific region is the only United Nations defined region
wi thout a specific human rights treaty and w thout some form of region-w de
nmechani smdirected towards the protection and pronmoti on of human rights. The
“Bangkok Decl aration”, adopted by Asian States in April 1993 in the context

of preparations for the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, reiterated “the need
to explore the possibilities of establishing regional arrangenents for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights in Asia’. The Secretary-Ceneral has
been requested repeatedly by the General Assenbly and the Comm ssion on Human
Rights to provi de necessary assi stance, through the H gh Comm ssi oner/Centre
for Human R ghts, to the Governments in the region for the establishrment of
such regi onal arrangenents

10. Pursuant to rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the

Comm ssion on Human Rights on regional arrangenents for the pronotion

and protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region, the H gh
Commi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights, within the framework of the programme
of technical cooperation in the field of human rights, organi zed a sem nar
and four workshops for the Asian and Pacific region, in cooperation with the
host CGovernnents, in Colonbo in 1982, in Manila in 1990, in Jakarta in 1993,
in Seoul in 1994 and in Kathmandu in 1996.

11. Wth the holding of the neetings nentioned above, a positive process
has been established within the Asian and Pacific region. |In particular
the 1994 Seoul workshop resulted in efforts to hold the workshop annual ly.
The Kat hmandu wor kshop proved to be a crucial turning point when, for the
first time in the series of neetings, it focused on regional arrangenents,
expl ored avail abl e options, identified specific steps as buil di ng-bl ocks,
and concluded with a clear consensus in the formof agreed workshop
concl usi ons.

12. It was in this context that the fifth workshop was organi zed in Amran,
Jordan, from5 to 7 January 1997, within the framework of the United Nations
programre of technical cooperation in the field of human rights and pursuant
to Comm ssion resol uti on 1996/ 64.

13. The | ong-term obj ective of the workshop was to ensure the pronotion
and protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region through the
establ i shnent of an effective regional human rights nechanism The inmmrediate
objective was to bring the United Nations facilitated process of establishing
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regi onal human rights arrangenents in the Asian and Pacific region into a
concrete stage, where agreenent was to be reached on a regi onal cooperation
programre on identified areas.

B. Meeti ngs of the open-ended teamfor the preparation of the workshop

14. As requested by the Conmission in resolution 1996/ 64, in accordance
with the conclusions of the Kathnmandu wor kshop, an open-ended worki ng team
was formed to ensure the effective preparati on of the workshop and to
facilitate the devel opment of a regional arrangenent. This open-ended team

i ncl udes, as core nenbers, representatives of all the workshop hosts, the

Phi | i ppi nes, | ndonesia, the Republic of Korea, Nepal and Jordan, and any other
interested Governnents fromthe region, as well as the United Nati ons H gh
Commi ssi oner/ Centre for Human Rights.

15. The open-ended team held four meetings in Geneva and di scussed a variety
of issues, including the participation of national human rights institutions
and non-governmental organi zations, and agreed upon a provisional workshop
programre and draft rules of procedure for the workshop.

C Participation

16. The Amman wor kshop enj oyed the wi dest participation in the series.
The Governnents of the following 31 countries were represented: Australia
Bangl adesh, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brunei Darussal am Canbodia, China, Denocratic
Peopl e's Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamc Republic of),
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mal aysia, Mngolia, Manmar, Nepal

New Zeal and, Qman, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sanoa,

Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Yenen. The Pal estine

National Authority was al so represented at the workshop. Representatives

of national human rights comm ssions, as well as of both | ocal and regi ona
non-gover nment al organi zations participated in the workshop. |In particular,
the Asia-Pacific Forumof National Hunman Rights Institutions and the

Asi a-Pacific NGO Human R ghts Facilitating Team participated in the

wor kshop, representing, respectively, national human rights commi ssions

and non-governnmental organi zations in the region

17. The wor kshop was opened with statenments nade by the Chief of the Royal
Court of Jordan, on behalf of Hs H ghness the Oown Prince, and by the
Speci al Adviser on National Institutions, Regional Arrangenents and Preventive
Strategies to the United Nati ons H gh Commi ssioner for Human R ghts.

D. Wrkshop concl usi ons

18. For the second tinme in the series of workshops, the Aman wor kshop
arrived at agreed conclusions, building on the nonentuminitiated since
Kat hmandu. The text of these conclusions is annexed to the present report.

19. The followi ng are two key new i ssues agreed upon at the Amran wor kshop
to enhance the step-by-step process:

(a) The devel opnent of a regi onal technical cooperation programe for
t he purpose of strengthening national and regional human rights capacities
through the sharing of expertise, experiences and best practices;
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(b) A process for designing the regional programe and future
preparatory work in the area of devel opi ng a regional arrangement through the
establ i shment of a wor ki ng group.

. THE UNI TED NATI ONS PROGRAMMVE OF TECHNI CAL COCPERATION I N THE FI ELD OF
HUMAN RI GHTS I N THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON

20. The Secretary-Ceneral continues to pay particular attention to ensuring
that the countries of the Asian and Pacific region benefit fromall the
activities under the programme of technical cooperation in the field of human
rights, funded either through the regular budget or the Voluntary Fund for
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Huinan R ghts.

A United Nations hurman rights fell owshi p programe

21. In 1996, a nunber of fellowships were awarded to representatives of
the CGovernnents of the following countries in the Asian and Pacific region:
Bhut an, Canbodi a, the Denocratic Peopl e’ s Republic of Korea, India, Jordan,
Mal aysi a, Paki stan, the Philippines.

B. Techni cal cooperation with recipient countries
in the Asian and Pacific reqgion

22. Further to respective requests fromthe CGovernnent of Viet Nam and the
CGovernnent of the Philippines, a needs assessment m ssion on juvenile justice
was fielded to Viet Namin March 1996 and to the Philippines in July 1996.
Thus, two new projects on strengthening juvenile justice are being initiated,
adding to the increasing nunber of technical cooperation projects which the
United Nations H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Hunman R ghts is developing with
CGovernnents in the Asian and Pacific region.

23. During 1996, a |large nunber of activities were carried out within the
framework of the technical cooperation programre in Canbodi a, Mongoli a,
Nepal , and Papua New Quinea. Wthin the franework of the two-year technical
cooperation project with the Palestine National Authority, a technical
cooperation project teamwas deployed to Gaza for the inplenmentation of the
project. The project focuses on strengthening the rule of Iaw through the
facilitation of adequate functional and human rights capacities in the
judicial, prosecutorial, police, and prison services. In addition, a

t echni cal cooperation project has been devel oped in partnership with the
Covernnent of Bhutan. Mst of the project activities for Bhutan are to be

i npl eented during 1997. At the request of the Governnent of Kuwait, a
conpr ehensi ve needs assessnent ni ssion was conducted in that country in
March 1996.

24. The attention of the Comm ssion is drawn to the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on advisory services in the field of human right, including
the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human R ghts

(E/ CN 4/ 1997/ 86), which contains detailed information regarding the activities
undertaken in 1996 in the context of the United Nations progranmme of technical
cooperation in the field of human rights.
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1. ACTIVITIES OF NON- GOVERNVENTAL CRGANI ZATI ONS FOR THE PROMOTT ON AND
PROTECTI ON G HUMAN RI GHTS IN THE ASI AN AND PAC FI C REG ON

25. More than 100 del egates from 28 countries representing national and
regional NG3s in the Asian and Pacific region attended the Asia-Pacific Human
Ri ghts NGO Congress held in New Delhi, India from6 to 8 Decenber 1996. The
Congress was the third such gathering of human rights organi zations in the
regi on and the second since the 1993 Wrld Conference on Human Rights

26. Regi onal hurman rights arrangenents was one of the issues which the
nmeet i ng addressed and on which it nade concrete recomrendations. These
recommendati ons, regarding the principles for a regional human rights
mechani sm were stated by a NGO representative at the Anman wor kshop

The principles include the non-permssion of any limtations of rights
contained in, or of derogations from existing international human rights
norns and standards, and respect for the universality, indivisibility and
non-sel ectivity of human rights.

V. STATUS OF ADHERENCE BY STATES IN THE ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON TO
THE PRI NG PAL | NTERNATI ONAL HUMAN RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS

27. The following listing of Menber States in the Asian and Pacific region
shows which of those States are a party (indicated by the year of entry into
force or, for the Mgrant Wrkers' Convention, the year of acceptance) or
signatory (indicated by an “s”) to the various United Nations human rights
instruments, as at 1 Novenber 1996.
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Annex.

CONCLUSI ONS OF THE FI FTH WORKSHOP ON REG ONAL - ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON CF HUMAN RI GHTS IN THE
ASI AN AND PACI FI C REG ON

(AMVAN, 5-7 JANUARY 1997)

1. The Amman Workshop reaffirns the common principles for the establishment
of regional arrangenents in the Asian and Pacific region adopted at the

Kat hmandu wor kshop (1996) and reiterates that any such arrangenent nust emerge
fromand be directed to the needs and priorities set by Covernnents of the
region, with roles, functions, tasks, outcones and achi evenents deternm ned by
consensus by Covernnents of the region. The Amman Wrkshop al so endorses the
“step-by-step”, “building-block” approach adopted at the Kathmandu wor kshop
whi ch al so recogni zed that, given the cultural and religious diversity, such a
process woul d require extensive consultation anong CGovernnments of the region

2. Ratification of international human rights instrunents is crucial in
the initial phase of this process. This initial phase nust involve the
devel opnent and strengthening of national human rights capacities for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights. The Wrkshop, noting the |arge
nunber of initiatives to devel op national human rights institutions and
national plans of action within the region, stresses the value and need to
share these experiences and expertise at a regional |evel.

3. The Workshop urges the Governnents in the Asian and Pacific region to
encourage the creation of independent national human rights institutions. The
Wrkshop notes the creation, since the Kathnandu workshop, of the Asia-Pacific
Forum of National Human Rights Institutions, fully supports the devel opnent of
the Forum and reconmmends that the Forum be open to all independent and

aut ononous national institutions in the region.

4. The Anman Wor kshop recogni zes the inportant role of national hunman
rights institutions and that of the civil society, including NG, in various
steps of the step-by-step process towards regi onal arrangenents: enhancing
national human rights capacities and the inplenentation of regiona
cooperation activities; and wel cones their continued participation in the
process of the devel opnent of regional arrangenents

5. The Amman Wor kshop reaffirns that all human rights, civil and political,
econom ¢, social and cultural, including the right to self-determnation of
peopl e under colonial or alien domnation or foreign occupation, as well as
the right of return, are universal, interdependent and indivisible and are
legal rights stricto sensu

6. The Amman Wrkshop reiterates the right to devel opnent as a universa
and inalienable right and an integral part of fundanental human rights. The
Workshop calls upon States to refrain fromany unilateral neasures not in
accordance with international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations that
creates obstacles to trade relations among States and i npedes the ful
realization of the human rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human R ghts and in international human rights instrunents, in particular the
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rights of everyone to a standard of |iving adequate for their health and

wel | -being, including food and nedi cal care, housing and the necessary socia
services. The Wrkshop affirns that food should not be used as a tool for
political pressure. The Wrkshop urges the United Nations human rights
nmechani sns to continue to take note of the human rights inpact of such
nmeasures, especially on vul nerabl e groups, children and wonen, with a view
to further pronoting and protecting the human rights of such groups.

7. The Amman Wrkshop reaffirns the inportance of ensuring the
uni versality, objectivity and non-selectivity of the consideration of
human rights issues.

8. The Amman Wor kshop recogni zes the inportance of United Nations technica
cooperation activities in the field of hunman rights in accordance with needs
and priorities of Menber States and reiterates that such technical cooperation
shoul d not be anal gamated with United Nations human rights nonitoring
activities.

9. The Amman Wr kshop recogni zes that the process of establishing a
regi onal arrangenent would have to be initiated on a step-by-step basis,
with the sharing of information, the building up of national capacities
and the establishnment of confidence-building nmeasures.

10. The Wirkshop strongly recommends that a regional technical cooperation
programe be designed and inplenented as a natter of urgent priority in
partnership with the Centre for Human R ghts of the United Nations, under its
t echni cal cooperation programme, with a viewto facilitating the sharing of
experi ence, expertise and best practices within the region to further enhance
nati onal and regi onal human rights capacities.

11. The Workshop decides that a working group conprised of representatives

of CGovernments of the region follow up on the Amman agreed concl usions, in
consultation with the Centre for Human R ghts, national human rights
institutions and NGOs, and design a regional cooperation progranme focusing,
inter alia, on strengthening the role of national human rights institutions in
pronoting the progressive realization of economc, social and cultural rights;
realizing the right to devel opnent; devel opi ng net hodol ogi es for effective

i npl enentation of human rights education; el aborating guidelines for national
action plans in the field of human rights; and devel opi ng strategies for
cooperation on common shared probl ens.

12. The above programme will be inplenmented by draw ng upon the expertise
within the region to the fullest extent.

13. The Workshop urges the Governnments of the region to support this
regi onal technical cooperation programre and contribute to its realization

14. The Workshop urges the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations and the
Uni ted Nations Devel opnent Programme to support this inportant regiona
techni cal cooperation initiative and to provide resources for its

i npl enrent ati on.



