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Report of the Secretary-Genera

1. In its resolution 1996/30 of 19 April 1996, entitled “Question of
enforced di sappearances”, the Conmi ssion on Human Rights reiterated its
invitation to States to consider taking effective neasures including, if
appropriate, legislative nmeasures, to inplenent the principles of the

Decl aration on the Protection of Al Persons from Enforced Di sappearance, and
to take action to that end at the national and regional |levels and in

cooperation with the United Nations. It also encouraged States to provide
concrete information on neasures taken to give effect to the Declaration, as
wel | as obstacles encountered. In conclusion, the Conm ssion requested the

Secretary-Ceneral to keep it inforned of the steps he takes for the w despread
di ssem nati on and pronotion of the Declaration and to conpile observations, if
any, from Governnents on the possible neasures they have taken, where
appropriate, to take the Declaration into account.

2. In conformty with Conmi ssion resolution 1996/30, the Departnent of
Public Information (DPlI) has distributed Fact Sheet No.6 concerning enforced
or involuntary di sappearances, published by the Centre for Human Ri ghts, which
contains the full text of the Declaration. It is also in the process of
publ i shing a bookl et on the Declaration which is to be distributed to,
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anong others, United Nations peace-keeping offices and specialized agenci es.
In addition, the DPI Visitors' Services Section makes the Declaration

avail able to the general public and educational institutes upon request. The
text of the Declaration is also available on the Internet under the section on
General Assenbly resolutions. The Departnent's Devel opnment and Human Ri ghts
Section also distributes copies of the Declaration upon request.

3. In the field, United Nations Information Centres and Services and

United Nations offices are provided with copies of publications containing the
Decl aration, which they keep in their reference libraries for consultation by
i nterested students, researchers and academ cs. They also distribute copies
to the media and to non-governnental organizations and at special events such
as the annual cel ebration of Human Ri ghts Day.

4, For the remai nder of the current biennium the DPI plans to issue a
speci al backgrounder on the question of enforced di sappearances. Every
opportunity will be used to pronote the el enents of the Declaration in
briefings and events dealing with the United Nations and human rights, both at
Headquarters and through United Nations information centres and services.

5. Human rights field offices have also actively distributed the

Decl aration to | ocal non-governnmental organizations and other interested
parties. The Declaration is also part of the training projects on the

adm nistration of justice that are being devel oped in the framework of the
human rights advisory services, technical assistance and information
programe.

6. In inplenentation of resolution 1996/30, on 7 June 1996 the
Secretary-Ceneral sent a note verbale to the Governnents of all Menber States
drawing their attention to the provisions of this resolution and requesting
themto provide information on the neasures they had taken to take the

Decl aration into account.

7. At the tinme of preparation of the present report, replies had been
received fromthe Governnments of Croatia, Guyana, the Philippines and the
Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern |rel and

8. The Governnent of Croatia stated that the inplenentation of the
Decl arati on was one of the priorities of the Government, and to that end, a
nunber of |egislative and adm nistrative nmeasures had been taken at the

nati onal level. However, for the Republic of Croatia the main problem
concerni ng enforced di sappearances remained the traci ng of persons m ssing as
a result of the arned conflict whose fate was still not known. |In order to

clarify the fate of those persons, the Governnent had established the

Gover nment Conmmi ssion on Detained and M ssing Persons, which had undertaken
nunerous neasures at both the national and international |evels, resulting in
the clarification of the fate of a total of 7,496 persons. |In addition, the
Gover nment was cooperating with the special process on mssing persons in the
Territory of the Forner Yugoslavia, the International Comrittee of the

Red Cross and others in an effort to deternmine the fate of those persons who
remai ned m ssi ng.

9. The Governnent of Guyana stated that there were no known cases of
enforced di sappearance in Guyana. The Constitution provided for the
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protection of the right to life and liberty, and the Crim nal Law Act,
Chapter 8:01 provided for the protection of wonmen and chil dren agai nst
abduction or kidnapping. The Governnent further noted that sonme potentia

W t nesses, especially in drug related cases, were afraid to give evidence
because of threats fromthe accused or persons connected to the accused. In
that regard, the CGovernnent stressed the need for a witness protection
programme. The Governnent stated that it had taken appropriate action to
ensure conpliance with the Decl aration

10. The Governnent of the Philippines stated that under Republic Act

No. 7659, entitled "An Act to Inpose the Death Penalty on Certain Hei nous
Crinmes", kidnapping and serious illegal detention were |isted anong the

hei nous crines to which the penalty of death was to be applied when the
victinms were killed or raped or died as a consequence of their detention

Under resolution No. A83-046 of the Philippine Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, the
Conmi ssion was authorized to grant financial assistance to qualified victins
of human rights violations, in the formof tenporary relief, not conmpensation
Coordi nati on was bei ng strengthened between the Department of Justice and the
Phi | i ppi ne Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts on the docurmentation and identification
of cases of disappearance under prelimnary investigation, including cases of
harassment, ill-treatnent and the intimdation of witnesses or relatives of

di sappeared persons. Coordination was al so bei ng strengthened between the
Department of Justice and | aw enforcenment agencies in the prosecution of
perpetrators of enforced di sappearances, and representatives of the Department
of Justice were contributing to congressional hearings on the drafting of
bills for the prevention and elim nation of enforced di sappearance. The
Nat i onal Police Commi ssion had established the Ofice for M ssing Persons,

whi ch woul d handl e public assistance activities regardi ng enforced

di sappearances. Efforts were under way to promote human rights at the vill age
| evel through the inplenentation of the national human rights advocacy
programe and the creation of human rights action centres in the villages.

11. The Governnent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland reported that to date it had received no allegations of enforced

di sappearance, but it would take swift and appropriate action to deal with any
i nstances of enforced di sappearance that canme to light. The United Ki ngdom
had conprehensi ve | egal safeguards to prevent such an occurrence. To that
end, extensive details were provided on the protection provided for

i ndi viduals in police and prison custody, and of other relevant provisions in
the crimnal justice system inter alia, concerning the right of any detainee
to have soneone infornmed of his arrest, to speak to a solicitor and to have

i ndependent | egal advice free of charge. Exercise of those rights m ght be
del ayed in connection with a serious arrestable offence, but the delay in
notification of arrest nust not exceed 36 hours fromthe tinme of arrival at
the police station or 48 hours in the case of suspects held under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989. Prisoners were allowed to nake two

phone calls, to wite to whonsoever they w shed and woul d be intervi ewed
within 24 hours by the prison governor, the prison chaplain and a probation
officer. Prisoners have the right to nmake an application for habeas corpus.



