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Report of the Secretary-Genera

1. In its resolution 1996/41 of 19 April 1996 on a permanent forum for

i ndi genous people in the United Nations system the Conmmi ssion on Human Ri ghts
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Commission at its fifty-third
session with a report on the activities undertaken and i nformation received in
pursuance of the resolution. The Conmi ssion also decided to continue the
consi deration of the possible establishnment of a permanent forumat its
fifty-third session, including the question of a second workshop on the issue.

2. The Secretary-Ceneral, in accordance with resolution 1996/41, has
transmtted the report of the first workshop on the possible establishnent of a
permanent forum held in Copenhagen from 26 to 28 June 1995

(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7), to Governnents, indigenous organizations and

i nt ergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, inviting themto express
their views. The conments and suggestions received were submtted to the
fourteenth session of the Wrking Goup on Indigenous Popul ations held in Ceneva
from29 July to 2 August 1996

3. At its fourteenth session, the Wrking Goup discussed i ssues concerning
such a permanent forum It also discussed questions relating to the existing
mechani sms, procedures and programmes within the United Nations concerning

i ndi genous people. The report of the Wrking Goup (E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1996/21) notes
t hat i ndi genous people's organi zati ons and nany Governments expressed the

view that the establishnment of a permanent forumwas a high priority, and

that the forum should be established at the highest possible |Ievel of the
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United Nations with a mandate that covered the full range of issues of concern
to i ndi genous people. Furthernore, it should not be a replacenment for the
Wor ki ng Group on I ndi genous Popul ati ons

4, At the fourteenth session, the observer for Chile reiterated the offer
of his Government to host the second workshop on the possible establishment of
a permanent forum which was wel coned by the Wbrking G oup

5. At its forty-eighth session, the Sub-Conm ssion consi dered questions
relating to the possi bl e establishment of a permanent forum under its agenda
itementitled “Discrimnation against indigenous peoples”. Inits

resolution 1996/ 35 of 29 August 1996, the Sub-Comm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral, in preparing his review of existing nechanisns, procedures
and programes within the United Nations concerning indigenous people, to take
into account the views and opinions on the pernmanent forum expressed at the
fourteenth session of the Wrking Goup and the information received from

i ndi genous peopl es and conmunities, as well as from Governments. The

Sub- Commi ssi on wel coned the offer by the Government of Chile to host the
second workshop on a permanent forum and reconmended that the Centre for Human
Ri ghts organi ze such a workshop in early 1997. The Sub-Conmm ssion al so
recommended that the permanent forum be established in the early part of the

I nternational Decade of the World's |Indigenous People and that its mandate
shoul d i nclude questions relating to all fields included in the progranme of
activities for the International Decade. The Sub-Conm ssion further
recommended that the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts endorse the recommendati on of
t he Sub- Commi ssion that the Centre for Human Ri ghts organi ze a second

wor kshop.

6. In accordance with General Assenbly resol ution 50/157 of

21 Decenber 1995, the Secretary-General conducted a review of the existing
mechani sims, procedures and programmes within the United Nations concerning
i ndi genous people (A/ 51/493), which he subnitted to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-first session. The review is based on information received from
Governnents, relevant United Nations organs and bodi es, intergovernnenta
organi zati ons, indi genous organi zati ons and non-governmental organizations.

7. The report states, inter alia, that although there is a noticeable
difference in the level of activity anong United Nations bodi es whose mandat es
have a bearing on indigenous people's concerns, there is a grow ng interest
and concern for indigenous issues anong the different organizations and
departnments of the United Nations system There are now a nunber of

i ndi genous-rel ated programmes and projects being inplemented and pl anned by
United Nations agencies. However, there exists no nmechanismto ensure regular
exchange of information between the concerned and interested parties -
Governnents, the United Nations system and indi genous people - on an ongoi ng
basis. The information provided by the United Nations agenci es does not

i ndi cate that adequate procedures are already in place to accommpdate the
effective invol venent of indigenous people in the work of the United Nations.

8. At its fifty-first session the General Assenbly adopted

resolution 51/78, in which the Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to
transmt the review of existing mechanisms, procedures and progranmes, to
Governnents, relevant intergovernnental organizations, and indigenous

organi zations for their comments for submission to the fifty-third session of
the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights. Any conments received will be contained in an
addendumto the present docunent.



