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droits de 1'homme/Centre pour les droits de l1'homme et a 1l'honneur de lui
faire parvenir ci-joint le rapport mensuel sur les pratiques israéliennes dans

les territoires palestiniens et arabes occupés pour le mois d'octobre 1996.

La Mission permanente de la Ligue des Etats arabes tient & exprimer
sa vive inquiétude devant l'aggravation de la situation des civils arabes
dans les territoires occupés par Israél, exposée dans le rapport ci-joint.
Elle prie le Haut Commissaire aux droits de 1'homme/Centre pour les droits
de 1'homme de considérer ce rapport comme document officiel et de le
distribuer aux membres de la Commission des droits de 1l'homme a sa
cinquante-troisiéme session.
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Annex

[{Criginal: Arabic]

Monthlw report on the latest developments on the guesticon
6f Palestine and on the activities of the Department of
Palestinian Affairs during the month of Octcber 1996

1. Israeli measuras in the Wes:t Bank

The Gaza Cen:zre for

autherities had seal=d coff

Authority on 14 occasions £
re

rRights and Law confirmed that the Israeli

as under the control of the Naticnal

tal period of 108 days during the present
he

vear Turing the current montn, :L Israeli auchorities continusd their
policy of imposinz a military coricn, thereby inflicting further losses ard
suffaring on the Palestinians in all econemic, nealth, agricultural and
educational fields, in addition t2 the military roadblccks which have been
estaklished everywnzre and which are impeding the freedom of movement of
Palestinian citizens and praventing them from engaging in thsir daily
activities in a ncrmal manner

During the current month, the Tsraeli authorities also continued thelr
policy of confiscating further areas of Arab-owred land, which were subjected
to repeataed encroachments by the Tsraeli army cr settlers with a view TO the
censtruction of bvoass roads designed to link trhe settlements and fragment the
geographical unity of the Arab ar=as

with rpﬁard -~ the confiscation cf land, on 16 October 1986 secttlers
fvom the settlemenc of Vitzhar ssized contrel of 40 dunums of land belonging
to the village of = and, cn 17 October 155¢, settlers protected by the
Israeli army seized 50C dunums ci iand at Hebron and in the district cf
Bethlehem. Israel:i plans were zalsc made iscate further areas cf

Pzlestinian land.

tc the towns and villages oI Salfit, Tukas, Tammun, Idna,

Qalgilva, Qusin and Deir Istivya, ameong others, were subjected tc encroachments
by settlers and Isrzeli bulldozers which destrcved crops and prevented farmers
from reaching their lands.

On 28 October 1535, the Financial Committze of the Israeli Knesset
anncunced that it had approved an additicnal aliccation of $4.6 million to
meet the cost of ths cemstructicn of new bypass roads in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip The principal roads that were conszructed or widened during the
current month included the following:

(a) On 16 Cctober 1996, Israeli bulldozers began to widen the bypass

road to the settlement of Alfel Menasheh to the south of the town of Qalgiiva;

(b) Or 14 Cctoker 1596, the Israelil aut worities began the construction
of a military rcad at cne of the sillages in the district of Betnlehem.
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According to informed sources, since the signing of the Oslo agreement
in September 1993, Israel has confiscated 290,000 dunums of Palestinian land,
uprooted 32,000 fruit-bearing trees and constructed about 400 km of bypass
roads for Jewish settlers.

Following the decision by Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli
Prime Minister, to 1ift the restrictions that had been imposad on the
occupation of prefabricated housing units, the current month witnessed a
large-scale settlement campaign wnich, far from being confined to the
settlement of Jews in those empty units, led to the establishment of new
settlements.

Cn 23 Octcber 1996, the Financial Affairs Ccmmittee of the Israeli
Knesset decided to allocate funds for the occupaticn of 2,4CC housing units in
the West Bank sectlsments. It transpired that 1,7C0 of those housing units
had actually been cccupied illegally since Netanyahu's victery in the
electicns held last Mavy.

Cn 29 October 1995, Israeli sources revealed the existance of a plan to
establish a new set-iement bloc, comprising 8,00C hcocusing units, on land in
the West Bank for tre establishment of which Orthodex Jewish groups had been
given the green ligh:z by Prime Minister Netanyahu. The aim of this project 1is
to establish a new ssttlement known as Modi'in Eilit which wculd form a
settlement bloc wiz- the settlements of Ursamih, Matityahu and Kiryvat Sefer.

Cn 28 October 19%6, the Israeli Government decided to sell 3,500 empty
housing units in a mumber of setzlements and a start was macs on land
surveving. and preliminary work for the expansion of several cther settlements
in the West Bank wizh a view to the construction of about 8C3 new housing

units in the Gush Z:izicn settlem

Israeli encroachments cn holy places in general, and
Jerusalem in particular, the Israsli authorities raopened the door of the
tunnel passing under the western wall of the Al-Agsa Mosque, thereby giving
rise to widespread indigrnation amcng the residents of Jerusalem and the

With regard tc

-

Palestinian masses.

According tc Israeli sources, the Minister for Internal Security was
currently formulating a plan to double the number of the Israeli security
forces in Jerusalem in order tc improve the level of security there and
control the Holy Cizy which will form the subject of pclitical negotiations in
coming years.

It was alsc ravealed that the Israeli Government had a new plan to seize
Arab land and houses in the heart of the city. The driving force kehind this
plan was Ariel Sharon, the Minister for Infrastructure, who had instructed the
Israel Lands Administration to expropriate Arab-owned houses and land on the
pretext of building a large museum and expanding a site on which a monument to
Israeli soldiers had been erected.

The Israeli authorities have also begun the construction of a 600 m long
overhead walkway in the precincts of Rachel's Tomb for the benefit of the
Orthodox Jews who visit that place. A start has been made on the erection cf
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three prefabricated houses coverin
the site and accommcdating the lar
purpose of this measure is to seiz
troops have been pcsitioned inside

g an area of 150 m° with a view to expanding
gest possible number of settlers. The

e the site, particularly since Israeli

the Islamic cemetery adjcining

Rachel's Tcmb, thereby encroaching on Islamic wagf (religiocus endowment)
property.

In addition to the young man Ra'id Muhammad who died as a result of the
wounds that he suffered during the events of 29 September 1336, the current
month also witness=< the martyrdon of three other persons (two residents of
Sinjil in the district of Ramallah, namely Fathi ARli al-Sahcuri and &Abcullah
Abdul Ra'ouf Karakirsh, who were killed when settlers opened firs on them, and
the 1ll-year-cld 'Eilmi Shusheh whc died after peing struck on the nead by an
Israeli socldier).

2. Palest:

On 15 Cctcber 1996, H.M. Xing Hussein paid an official visit tc the tcwn
of Jericho, which was the first such visit by an Arab leader to the land oi
Palestine. His Majesty held a mesting with the Palestinian Zresident
Yasser Arafat and a number of senior Palestinian officials e
emphasized his suppcrt for the rsace process and, 1n particular, for the
Palestinian-Israell negotiations He stressed the need to pursue those
negotiations and tc overcome all the obstacles im edlrg the~.

During the me=ting, H.M. King Hussein emphasized that the Palestinian
people wculd receivs full suppcr: from Jordan, with all its razsources and
potentiai, with a visw to the fuliilment of their hepes and azspirations
concerning their lazitimate righis and Jordan would continus o play its rols
by making everv pcossible endeavcur to save fhe peiace process 1n ordser o
achieve a just and comprehensive geace in the region

The meeting wzs attended, c¢n the Jordanian side, by Primes
Abdul Karim al-Kabkarti and Mr. Awn al-Khasawnen, Chief of
Court, and, on the Falestinian side, by Mr. Mahmcud Abbas,

Executive Committse Myr. Al-Tayvyiz Abdul Rahim, Secretary-G=
Presidium, and Mr. Sasb Ereikat, Minister for Local Governmeo:.

H.M. King Husssin instruccad the competent nealth authcrities in the
Eashemite Kingdom c¢f Jordan to provide all the reguisite facilities for the
treatment and convalescence of the persons who were wounded or injursd during
the valiant Al-Agsa uprising and wnc had gene to Amman to rscaive the
necessary treatment as a genercus gesture cn His Majesty's garc

In the wake of the sanguinary events tha cok place in the Palestinian
National Authcrity areas after ths Israeli author;tles opensed the tunnel in

the precincts of the
for treatment at ths hospital atta
new Jcrdan Hospital In view of thes
mainly in the upper parts of thelr

treating those difficult cases at

Al-Agsa Moscue,

nire seriocus cases wers brought to Amman
ched to the Arab Cardiology Centre and the
injuries that thev had suffered,
‘His Majesty's ncble gesture in
nospitals coniirmed the

severe
bodies.
the Kingdom's
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Jordanian-Palestinian solidarity, as well as the links of affection and
friendship that unite the two fraternal peoples, and highlighted the manner in
which Jordan is supporting and assisting the Palestinian people and their
National Authority.

On 24 Octcber 1996, Dr. Nabil Sha'ath arrived in the Jordanian
capital where he was received by Mr. Abdul Karim al-Kabariti, the
Jordanian Prime Minister, to whom he transmitted a verbal message from
President Yasser Arafat concerning the latest political developments in the
region and the outccme of the talks with the Israeli side. The two parties
discussed bilateral questions arnd the progress of the negotiations.

o] Mr. Al-Tayvib Abdul Rahim, Secretary-General of the
Presidium cf the N snal Authority, received Mr. Ziyad al-Majali,
Jordanian reprasentative tc the lestinian Naticnal Authorizv, and acguainted

t

t

1

ral
him with the latest pclitical dewvalopments in the light of the current
tnz Israeli side. They also discussed ways to promcte

on 27 Oc-ober 1956, at Amman, the Jordanian Prime Minister met
My . Faisal al-Husseini, the PLO cfficial responsible for the Jerusalem file,

. SSolid,

and the two parties discussed tzs importance of concerted endsavours and a

united stand in orier to save ths peace process from the dangers with which it

5
was threatened.

The civil aviation authorizies of Jordan and Palestine agreed to held
training courses fcr senior Palsstinian staff so that they cculd operate the
Palestinian airlines and Gaza a:rport. A complete training programme was

preparsd for those staff.

Palestinian-Israeli relatizcns and activities of the Pzlastinian National

W

Ruthoricy

(a) Palestinian-Isrzeli relaticns

In the wake cZ the acute crisis that overshadowed Falestinian-Israel:
relations after the Israeli authcrities opened a tunnel in the precincts cf
the Al-Agsa Mosqgue, thereby giving rise to sancuinary confrecntaticns, the
region witnessed noteworthy Israsli-Palestinian activities and meetings in
which attempts wers made to reccrncile the two sides and achieve a mutual
understanding with a view to the implementaticn of the agreements that had
been concluded but the implementz-ion of which had been delayed due tc the
change of government in Israel.

H

After the confrontations, the American President Bill Clintcn invited
the Israelis and Palestinians to hold a joint meeting in Washington.
Accordingly, at the beginning of the current month, a quadripartite summit
meeting was held and attended by the American President, Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat, Israel: Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and

His Majesty King Hussein.



E/CN.4/1997/109
page 6 A

During this quadripartite summit, which lasted for several days, closed
meetings were held between the Israeli and Palestinian sides which discussed
ways to ensure the advancement of the peace process and the implementation of
all the agreements. ¢ was agreed that the Joint Steering Ccmmittee would
resume its meetings in order to devise ways and means to put the agreements
into effect.

Accordingly, on 6 Octcber 1995, the Higher Steering Ccmmittee held its
first meeting, at which the Palestinian and Israeli delegaticns were headed,
respectively, by Sasb Ereikat and Dan Shomron, to discuss the redeployment of
the Israeli forces at Hebron, as well as the other agreements that had not vet
been implemencad, such as those concerning the security corridor betwesan the
West Zank and the Gaza Strip, ths release of the detainees hald i !
prisons and t e
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After 22 days of negotiatizsns in various main and subsidiiary ccmmittes=s
at Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Taba and nsar the Reit Harnun crossins point, by the
erd of the current month the twc sides had failed to devise tc put ths
agreements into effsct and no significant progresss had been vade. Tonis was
due to Israel's obs-inate insisteance on reviewinc and amending the agresements
that had already bezrn concluded cn the pretext that they did not meet Israel's

n The Pales-inian side, on the other nzand, insisted that
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the acgreements shoul as thev stcod.

On 15 Ccrtober 1996, a meeting was held at President
guest palace at Belt Eanun betwesrn cfficials of the Palestir
Ministry of Agriculture. The

of the proposed “Suifz” corridcr
es

tan Ministry of

}4-

Agriculture and
Palestinian side ccn:
a

2li side agrzed tc thes Pal

sra=_
ection

unless the Isx sinian conditiomns.

on 16 Ccc-ober 1996, the Palsstinian delegation conmsiszing © members ¢t
1 raeli Knesset in respcnsse Lo an

1}

)

the Legislative Council visited the Ist
1 T A e isah SN

invitation from the rolitical party known as the United Arab List. The

orehensive pea

Palestinian and Israesli parliamerncarians emphasized the imporzance cf dialcogue

betwear the two pectles and the achievement of a just and cco

[

Labour Party, visited the town cI Tulkarm whera he met the ccvernor of the
town and the chief Palestinian military liaison officer at th=z local liaiscn

or 17 Cetober 1996, Avi Osher, a member of tne Israel: ¥nesset from th

office.

on 20 COc-ober 1996, the Palsstinian and Tsraeli sides h2ld a meeting ac
the jecint military liaison office in the town of Qalgilva where they discussed
the ersction by the Israeli authcrities of a 1.5 km security fence tc the
north of the road lesading to the ssttlement of alfei Menashen, since the
Palestinian sicde cbjected to the erecticn of that fence which encroached on

Arab-owned land.

3

The Israeli authorities postpcned the negotiations concarning the
operation of Gaza International Airport which had been scheduled to take place
on 21 Cctober 1996, thereby provcking indignation among the ralestinians who
accused Israel of procrastinating and attempting to obstruct the signature of

the prctocol concerning the operation of the airport.
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On 22 October 1996, in the town of Bethlehem, Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat received Israeli members of the Knesset, including members of
the Israeli oprosition such as Salih Tarif from the Labour Party and
Salih Selim from the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality.

29 Octoker 1956, Palestinian and Israeli officials held a meeting at
the military liaison office in the “Martyrs' Triangle” at Jenin. The two
sides agreed to staticon joint patrols at the scuthern entrance to the town cf
Jenin as a first step towards the resumption of mobile patreis in the near
future.

(o) Bctivicies oFf the Palestinian National Authority
Cn 17 Cczober 1296, Palestinian President Yasser Arafa: inaugurated the
building c¢f the Ministry cf Posts and Telecommunications and put intc
e

operaticn th2 new switchkcoards rroviding 100,000 telephcne lines for the
Gaza Strip in order to expand and develop the existing netwcrx through the use
1

r 1596, the Palsstinian leadership held a ma2=sting which was

attended by memb cf the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation

Organization as well as members ¢ the Ccuncil of Ministers c¢I the Palestinian

National Auzthcrity and senior members of the Legislative Council and the
stressed the need to demand the

National Courcil. The participancs
redeploymen:z at Hetron and the cessation of Israeli breaches cf the

OCslo agreements.

5

n Authority took part in the m
a inisters ¢f Transport and Communicaticns, whic
95 at the headguarters of the secretariat ciI che League of
ai

The Pa
the Council o
on 23 Cctob
Arab States at

9]

0]

-

Cn 28 Cctober 19896, it was anncunced that, by decision cf Palestinian

President Yasssr Arafat, the Bcard of Directors of Palestinian Airlines, to be
az jo formed and Air Commodore Fayez Zeidan had been

appointed Gerneral Manager of the Company, which would be capitalized at

[ I]
jag
o))
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3
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[1%
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4. Activities of the Departmen- of Palestinian Affairs

projects implemented by the Department of Palestinian

t ee camps in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan during the
current vyea & to 914,065 dinars at 13 camps within the framewcrk oI
the annual support that the Department provides in collaborazion with the
committees for the enhancement of services at the camps in order to improve
the living ccnditions of the refugees and displaced persons and upgrade the
infrastructure in those camps.

The projects included maintenance of main roads, entrances and internal
thorcughfares, the construction of development complexes, sewage projects anc
lighting projects for the main and subsidiary streets in all the camps.
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With effect from 15 October 1996, the Department of Palestinian Affairs
ceased the distribution of ration cards and coupons for 1996 to displaced
persons who had ncot received their entitlements so that it cculd make the
necessary arrangements to formulate a plan of acticn for the distribution of
coupons for the coming year.

It should be noted that, during the current year, the Department of
Palestinian Affairs supervised the issue of 23,350 cards for 139,194 displaced
persons. The number of cards actually issued and received by the persons
entitled therseto in accordance with the relevant regulations and instructions
amounted to 21,870, on which the names of 131,933 persons were entered. Every
person received 24 kg of sugar and a similar amount of rice curing the year.

-
i

The cost of =he distributed items amounted to about 1.5 millicn dinars.

On 20 Cc=zcber 1996, Mr. Muhammad Said al-Tarzi, the governcr of the
Balga region, inaugurated the new building of the Baga'a camp services
committee in the przsence of Mr. Ibrahim al-Tarshihi, Director General of the
Department of Falestinian Affairs. The building, covering an area of about
500 m’, cost 122,000 dinars. Ths committee's headquarters were inaugurated
within the context of the celebraz:zions on the occasicn cf the opening of the
camp services committee's develcrment complex consisting of three storeys and
covering a total area of 1,200 m and containing warehouses, ccmmercial and
administrative offices, medical clinics and a general assembly hall.

In respconse to a memorandum received from H.E. Mr. Muhammad DaoudiyeXz,
Minister for Ycuth, Prime Ministzr Abdul Karim al-Kabariti rsgquested the
Minister of Finance to earmark an amount of 100,000 dinars frcm
the 1997-budget of the Department of Palestinian Affairs tc subsidize
the 13 camﬁ'clubs and construct rermanent premises for them so that they could

-~ ner

a
serve their mempers and their communities in an apprcopriate manne

sraeli measure in the city of Jerusalem, ccasisting in t:
1 in the immediace vicinity of the Al-Agsa Mosgque, sericusly
1i-Arab relations in general and Jordanian-Israeli relations in

The recent
opening of
affected Is
particular.

AR
o H

a

During the current month, Jordanian-Israeli relations experienced what
was described as their most severs crisis since the two countries signed the
peace agreement. Israel's recent measures and repeated procrastination gave
rise to widespread reactions inside Jordan and prompted His Majesty
King Hussein to express his feelings of indignation and anger towards the
Israeli side. He criticized the Israeli Government in strong terms and urged
it to honour its commitments by putting the agreements fully into effect. He
said that Jordan was firmly cppcsed to any review or renegotiation of any of
the agreements signed between Israsl and any other Arab party.
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At the same time, His Majesty re-emphasized that the Government and
people of Jordan were totally opposed to Israel's opening of the tunnel and
described that Israeli measure as an act prejudicial to the principles on
which the Oslo agreements were basead.

In the same context, Mr. 2kdul Karim al-Kabariti, the Jordanian
Prime Minister, summoned the Isrzeli ambassador to Jordan ard handed him a
stroengly worded note of protest cencerning Israel's opening of the tunnel in
Jerusalem.

In keeping with Jordan's desire to ensure the continuazicn of the peace
e

process and Zo secure the legitimate rights of the Jordanian and Palestinian
pecples, His Majesty King Husseiln participated in the quadripartite summit
meeting held in the United Statzs ¢ America and attended kv Clinton, Araiat
and Netanyahu for the purpose c¢I discussing ways and means tc furcher the
peace prccess, over 'sputes that had arisen and return to the
nsgociacing tacle t plementaticn of the agresments.

During th=2ir discussions a: Amman cn 21 October 1596, the Jordanian and
Israeli sides agreed to permit the Jordanian airline “"Royal wings” to opera:te
twe additicral flights each week from Amman to Haifa, thereZzy increasing the
number of f£i: from Amman tc Israsl to seven per weex.

On 20 OCczober 1996, the jcint Jordanian-Israeli commit:iee menitoring the
implementaticn of the transport acreement held a meeting at 2mman to discuss
questicns concerning Customs, it by trucks and buses, transit fees and
insura

Cn 30 Cctcber 1996, Jordanizn-Israeli discussions wers held at Eilacz

worx of tne joint Zilat-Agaba committes supsrvising the
z reement concluded betwesn the two
ccuntries as part of the Jordar -Israeli peace treatv. Ths Israelil
delegation tc the mesting was i2d by Mr. Shimen Shamir, Israell
while the Jcrdanian delegation was headz2d b
sions focused on the easiest ways to
o travel between Agaba and Eilat.

implementat;c“ of the Eilat-Aga

ambassador
Mr. Favez
enable persons

asawineh. The disczus

om both countriss

{b) 2rap relstions

The currsnt mcnth wifﬁessei 2 setback in Israeli-Qatari relations, since
the Qatari Minister for fairs announced that his country had deciced
to suspend the normali tations with Israel. The Zatari Government
informed Israsl that it held ti tter and its Frime Ministar respconsible for
this situaticn and was desply ccncerned at Israel's denunciation of the
memorandum of understanding under which Qatar was accorded preference in
regard to the export of natural gas to Israel. The Qatari Government

expressed its fear that relations between the two States would deteriorate,
particularly since the development of the joint gas project was regarded as
the principal kasis for economic cooperation between the two States.

Israeli sources said that, in the light of the recent developments,
the State of Qatar had decided to suspend the negotiations concerning the
establiskment of an Israeli embassy on its territory.



E/CN.4/1997/109
page 10

The Israeli head of State, Ezer Weizman, held a series of discussions
with Egyptian President Hesni Mubarak during his visit to Cairo on
14 October 1996. The two parties emphasized their countries' desire to
continue the reace process and said that they would do their utmost to achieve
peace between Israel and all the Arab parties.

On 16 October 1996, at Jerusalem, the Israeli Prime Minister,
Binyamin Netanyahu, met the reprssentatives of the Arab States that had
established relations with Israel. The meeting, which was attended by the
ambassadors of Egypt and Jordan and the representatives of the Sultanate of
Oman, Tunisia and Mauritania, reviswed the respective viewpoints and stressed
the nead for the continuation ci negotiations with the Palestinian side with a
view to the implementation of the agreements.

On 25 Oczcber 1996, at Tel Aviv, Shimon Peres, leader of the oppositicn
Labour Party, met Muhammad Basvcuni, Egyptian ambassador tc Israel, and
preparations were made for Peres' vwisit to Egypt, which tock place on
27 October 1596 and during which Shimon Peres met Egyptian President
Ecsni Mubarak at Sharm el-Sheik: where the two parties discussed the latest
developments in the peace process.

Israeli sources in the Derar:ment of Foreign Trade at the Ministry c¢Z
Trade and Industry anncunced tha: representatives of the Ministries of Forsign
AZffairs and Tracde had decided, c¢uring a meeting held on 24 Cctober 1996, to
remove Oman andé Qatar from the list of States with which trade was prohibi:ta
as a first ster towards the gran:iing of permission for Qatari and Cmani
experts Eo enter Israel.

d

Cn 29 October 1996, the Hizher Appointments Committee at the Israel:l
Ministry of Fcreign Affairs deciisd to appoint 2Zvi Mazael as Israel's
ambassador tc Cairo where he woulé replace Ambassador David Sultan who hac
been appointed ambassador to Canada.

{c) The internal situation in Isxrael

On 7 October 1996, the Isra=.i Knesset decided to 1ift the parliamentary
immunity of Ehud Olmexrt, the mavcr and parliamentary representative of
Jerusalem, so that his suspectec use of falsified invoices for the benefiz of
the Likud bloc in 1988 could be investigated.

On 16 October 1996, Knesse: member Ephraim Snei announced his decisicn
tc stand for election as the Latcur Party's candidate for the post of
Prime Minister.

On 17 October 1996, senior Israeli authorities decided to appoint
Moshe Katsav, the Minister for Tcurism, as Minister for Arab Affairs, a post
that had been abolished in the time of the previous Labour Government.

Cn 27 October 1996, the cfiicial spokééman for the Israeli Ministry of
Internal Security confirmed that an office of the American Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) had been opened in Israel near the United States Embassy
at Tel Aviv.
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On 28 October 1996, the Knesset Parliamentary Committee decided to 1ift
the parliamentary immunity of Raphael Pinchasi (Shas) so that he could be put
on trial on the charge of making fazlse statements and cbtaining things by
fraud and decei

6. Activities of UNRWA
Mr. Peter Hansen, the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief
and Works ARcency (UNRWA), confirmed that General Assembly resoluticn 194,
-

concerning the refugees' right to raturn or receive compensation, still
arplied but the qu:sylon as to whathner it would be implemented depended on the
outcome of the negctiations betwsan the parties concerned.

Mr. Eansen expressed optimism that the Agency would recszive adequats
finarcial assistances to aveid ths nsed to reduce the standard of the services
that it was render:ng to the refuzsss. This optimism was attributable to
the fact that- scme States and othar donors intended to increase their
centributions for the coming year and, in particular, a three-year agreement
wculd socn be signed with the Eurspsan Union under the terms of which the
lat-er would continue to increass —he amount of its assistance in proporticn
tc the rate of population growth ameong the refugees.

Mr. Omar Chatavin, UNRWA's Tirector of Education at Amman, ccmmended the
manner in which the Jordanian Mimis:ry of Education had been cooperating co
211 educationzal matzers, academi: curricula and joint study projects.

Mr. Grharavin said that the Zcency was committed tc providing kasic
- ::r‘

sducatica for the ra=fuge 1i1ldr== at the camps and whersver thev might be
living He indicat=d that the nurzer of male and female students enrolled at
trhe UNRWA schools during the pressnt academic year amounted to 148,000,
distributed ameng 133 schocls emp_cving a staff of 4,013 male and famale
teachers. He poinzsd out that, Zuring the present year, 75 students whc had
graduatad at the general secondary level had been admitzed to the Agency's
teacher training ccllege at Amman wners 5§00 studsnts were currently studying.
The Agencv had suspended th:s emergency prcgramme to provide employmsnt

e gces in the Gaza Strip following the

orporturnities for
during the la

e
exhausticn of the $3 mi st
he Agency hzd been able tc prov1de 2,744 short-term obs.
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six menths of which ¢

On 28 October 1996, the UNEWA Director in the Gaza Strip and an official

from the Netnherlands legation ar Damallah signed an agreement undsr the terms

of which the Netherlands wculd bz providing UNRWA with assistance to renovate
229 houses and add sxtra rcoms tz 51 other houses for refugees in the

Gaza Strip.



