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ltem 1. El ection of officers

1. Rul e 15 of the rules of procedure of the functional commi ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council provides that "at the comrencenent of its first
nmeeting of a regular session the Conm ssion shall elect, from anong the
representatives of its nenbers, a Chairman, one or nore Vice-Chairnen and such
other officers as may be required”.

ltem 2. Adoption of the agenda

2. Rule 7 of the rules of procedure provides that "the Conm ssion shall at
t he begi nning of each session, after the election of its officers, ... adopt
the agenda for that session on the basis of the provisional agenda”.

3. The Commi ssion will have before it the provisional agenda
(E/CN 4/ 1997/ 1) prepared by the Secretary-CGeneral in accordance with rule 5 of
the rules of procedure, as well as the present annotations relating to the
itenms included in the provisional agenda.

ltem 3. O gani zation of the work of the session

4. At its fifty-second session, the Conm ssion decided, inits

deci si on 1996/ 110, to recomrend to the Econom c and Social Council that, in
the light of the positive experience gained by rescheduling the dates of the
fifty-second session on a one-year trial basis, pursuant to the Council's
deci si on 1994/ 297 of 29 July 1994, and bearing in mnd Council decision
1995/ 296 of 25 July 1995, that the dates for the Conmi ssion's annual regul ar
session be reschedul ed to take place in March/ April each year, instead of
earlier in the year, and that, accordingly, the fifty-third session be
reschedul ed to take place from10 March to 18 April 1997. The Econonic and
Soci al Council approved the recommendati on in its decision 1996/ 294.

5. The attention of the Commission is drawn to the relevant resol utions
concerning control and limtation of docunentation ( inter alia,

Ceneral Assenbly resolution 33/56 and Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

resol utions 1981/83 and 1982/50). Furthernore, the Conmi ssion at

its past 13 sessions set time-linmts for statenents (see

E/ 1996/ 23-E/ CN 4/ 1996/ 177, paras. 12-13). In view of the existing financia
constraints and the overall reductions inposed, the session nust be nost
carefully planned fromthe outset, bearing in mnd the absol ute need for
maxi num ef f ecti veness in the use of the resources avail abl e.

6. The attention of the Commssion is also drawn to Econom ¢ and Soci al
Counci | deci sion 1996/ 295 of 24 July 1996, by which the Council, taking note
of Comm ssion on Hurman Rights decision 1996/111 of 23 April 1996, decided to
authorize, if possible within existing financial resources, 40 fully serviced
addi ti onal meetings, including summary records, in accordance with rules 29
and 31 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the Econonic
and Social Council, for the Conmission's fifty-third session. The Counci
approved the Comm ssion's request to the Chairman of the Conmission at its
fifty-third session to make every effort to organize the work of the session
within the tines nornmally allotted, so that the authorized neetings woul d be
utilized only if absolutely necessary.
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7. The attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to Econom ¢ and Soci al
Counci | resolution 1990/48 of 25 May 1990 in which the Council authorized the
Conmi ssion to neet exceptionally between its regul ar sessions, provided that a
majority of States nenbers of the Comm ssion so agreed. In this connection,

t he Econom ¢ and Social Council adopted, on 28 July 1993, decision 1993/286 on
the procedure for special sessions of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

Wr ki ng_gr oups

8. The session is preceded by neetings of the eight inter-sessional and
pre-sessional working groups referred to in EfCON 4/1997/1, paragraph 3 (a)
to (h).

Conposition of the Conm SSion

9. The conposition of the Comm ssion for 1997 is the following. The term
of menbership of each State expires on 31 Decenber of the year indicated in
br acket s.

Al geria (1997), Angola (1997), Argentina (1999), Austria (1999),
Bangl adesh (1997), Belarus (1998), Benin (1997), Bhutan (1997),
Brazil (1998), Bulgaria (1997), Canada (1997), Cape Verde (1999),
Chile (1997), China (1999), Colonbia (1997), Cuba (1997),

Czech Republic (1999), Dennmark (1998), Doni nican Republic (1997),
Ecuador (1999), Egypt (1997), E Salvador (1997), Ethiopia (1997),
France (1998), Gabon (1997), CGernany (1999), Quinea (1998),

India (1997), Indonesia (1999), Ireland (1999), Italy (1999),
Japan (1999), Mdagascar (1998), Mal aysia (1998), Mali (1998),
Mexi co (1998), Mozanbi que (1999), Nepal (1997), Netherlands (1997),
N caragua (1997), Pakistan (1998), Philippines (1997), Republic of
Korea (1998), Russian Federation (1997), South Africa (1999),

Sri Lanka (1997), Uganda (1998), Wkraine (1998), United Ki ngdom of
Geat Britain and Northern Ireland (1997), United States

of America (1998), U uguay (1999), Zaire (1999), Z nbabwe (1997).

Situation of hunan rights in Burundi

10. Pursuant to Conm ssion resol ution 1995/90, M. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro
(Brazil) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur with the task of draw ng up, on the
basis of all the information he considers relevant and his contacts with the
Burundi authorities and popul ation, a report on the situation of human rights
in Burundi for submission to the Conmssion at its forty-second session. In
its resolution 1996/1, the Conmi ssion decided to renew the mandate of the
Speci al Rapporteur for one year and requested himto report to the

General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session. The Conmm ssion decided to consider the situation of
human rights in Burundi at its fifty-third session under the appropriate
agenda item

11. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN 4/1997/ 12 and Add.1). The Conm ssion will also have before it the
report submtted by the Special Rapporteur to the CGeneral Assenbly at its
fifty-first session (A 51/459).
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12. The attention of the Commssion is also drawn to resolution 1996/4 on
the situation of human rights in Burundi, adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its
forty-eighth session (see E/ CN 4/1997/2-E CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

Situation of hunan rights in Col onbi a

13. In the statenent on the situation of human rights in Col onbia, agreed on
by consensus by the Conm ssion, nade by the Chairman on 23 April 1996, the
Commi ssion, inter alia, requested the United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner for
Human R ghts to proceed, upon the initiative of the CGovernnent of Col onbia and
the identification of adequate sources of financing, to establish at the
earliest possible date a pernmanent office in Colonbia with the nandate to

assi st the Col onbi an authorities in devel oping policies and progranmmes for the
promoti on and protection of human rights and to observe violations of human
rights in the country, making anal ytical reports to the H gh Comm ssioner. It
al so requested the H gh Commissioner to report to the Commission at its
fifty-third session on the setting up of the office and on the activities
carried out by it in inplenmenting the above nmandate (see

E/ 1996/ 23- E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 177, para. 24).

14. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the United Nati ons H gh
Comm ssioner for Human Rights (E/ ON 4/1997/11).

Situation of hunman rights in the Republic of Chechnya of the
Russi an Federati on

15. In the statenent on the situation of human rights in the Republic of
Chechnya of the Russian Federation, agreed on by consensus by the Conmm ssion,
made by the Chairman on 24 April 1996, the Conmi ssion, inter alia, requested

the Secretary-Ceneral to report on the situation of human rights in the
Republ i ¢ of Chechnya of the Russian Federation at its fifty-third session
under the appropriate agenda item (see E/ 1996/ 23-E/ CN 4/ 1996/ 177, para. 371).

16. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral
(E/CN 4/1997/10). The attention of the Commission is al so drawn to deci sion
1996/ 108 adopted by the Sub-Commission at its forty-eight session.

Situation of hunan rights in Liberia

17. In the statenent on the situation of human rights in Liberia, agreed on
by consensus by the Conm ssion, nade by the Chairman on 24 April 1996, the
Comm ssion, inter alia, decided to remain seized of the matter (see

E/ 1996/ 23- E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 177, para. 25).

Report of the H gh Commi ssioner for Hunan R ghts

18. The General Assenbly in its resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993
decided to create the post of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights and, inter alia, requested the H gh Conm ssioner to report annually on
his activities, in accordance with his nmandate, to the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts and, through the Econom c and Social Council, to the General Assenbly.
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19. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the H gh Conm ssi oner
for Human Rights (E/ ON 4/1997/98), in connection with the present item and
with item 22 of the provisional agenda.

Draft decision E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, entitled “Organi zati on of work”

20. In its decision 1996/114, the Comm ssion decided to defer consideration
of draft decision EfCON. 4/1996/L.2 to its fifty-third session (see al so
E/ 1996/ 23- E/ ON. 4/ 1996/ 177, paras. 18-23).

Iltem4. Question of the violation of hunman rights in the occupi ed Arab
territories, including Palestine

21. Inits resolution 1993/2 A, the Commi ssion decided to appoint a special
rapporteur with the nandate to investigate Israel's violations of the
principles and bases of international law, international humanitarian | aw and
t he Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Time
of War, of 12 August 1949, in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel
since 1967, to receive comunications, to hear witnesses and to report to the
Comm ssion at its future sessions, until the end of the Israeli occupation of
those territories. Follow ng the resignation of M. René Fel ber (Sw tzerland)
at the fifty-first session, M. Hannu Halinen (Finland) was appointed

Speci al Rapporteur. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E CN 4/1997/16).

22. At its fifty-second session, the Conmm ssion adopted resolution 1996/ 2 on
human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan, in which it requested the
Secretary-General to report to the Commission at its fifty-third session. In

this regard, the Commi ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E CN 4/1997/13).

23. The Comm ssion al so adopted resolution 1996/3, in which it requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to report on the inplenentation of that resolution and to
provide the Conmission with all United Nations reports issued between sessions
of the Commission that dealt with the conditions in which the citizens of the
Pal esti nian and ot her occupied Arab territories were living under the Israeli
occupation. The Conmmi ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1997/14) and a note by the Secretary-Ceneral |isting
the aforementi oned United Nations reports (E/ CN 4/1997/15).

24, The attention of the Conmssion is also drawn to resol ution 1996/ 6
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session.

ltem5. Question of the realization in all countries of the econom c, social

and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of Hunan

R ghts and in the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Qultural Rights, and study of special problens which the devel opi hg

countries face in their efforts to achi eve these hunman rights,
including:

(a) Problens related to the right to enjoy an adequate standard of

living; foreign debt, econom c adjustment policies and their
effects on the full enjoynent of human rights and, in
particular, on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the
R ght to Devel opnent
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(b) The effects of the existing unjust international econom c order
on the econom es of the devel oping countries, and the obstacle
that this represents for the inplenentation of human rights and
fundanental freedons
25. At its fifty-second session, in its resolution 1996/11, the Comm ssion

deci ded to consider issues raised in that resolution at its fifty-third
session under the appropriate agenda item

26. Inits resolution 1995/13, the Conmission requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submt a report to the Commssion at its fifty-second
session, recomendi ng ways and means to carry out a political dialogue between
creditor and debtor countries in the United Nations system based on the
principle of shared responsibility. In its resolution 1996/12, the

Conmi ssion, having taken note of the report of the Secretary-CGeneral

(E/ CON 4/ 1996/ 22), requested himto continue the efforts to carry out this

di al ogue and to submt to the Commission at its fifty-third session a report
on the neasures to be inplenented in order to achieve a durable solution to
the debt crisis of developing countries, so that they may fully enjoy al
human rights. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN 4/1997/17).

27. In its decision 1996/ 103, the Conmm ssion decided to establish an

open- ended wor ki ng group of the Commission to meet for a period of one week
prior toits fifty-third session to elaborate, on the basis of the prelimnary
set of basic policy guidelines on structural adjustnent programmes and
economi c, social and cultural rights contained i n docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 10 and in cl ose cooperation with the Conmttee on Econom c,
Social and CQultural Rights, policy guidelines on the subject-matter. The
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council approved that decision in its decision 1996/ 289.
The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the working group

(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 20).

Hunan rights and unil ateral coercive neasures

28. Inits resolution 1996/9, the Conm ssion decided to examne this
question at its fifty-third session under the present agenda item

Hunan rights and extrene poverty

29. Inits resolution 1996/ 10, the Conm ssion decided to consider this
question at its fifty-third session under the present agenda item The
Comm ssion will have before it the final report on human rights and extrene
poverty prepared by M. Leandro Despouy, Special Rapporteur of the

Sub- Conmi ssi on (E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 13). The attention of the Commission is
al so drawn to resol ution 1996/ 23 adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at its
forty-eighth session and to draft decision 3 proposed to the Comm ssion for
action, contained in chapter I of the report of the Sub-Commi ssion on its
forty-eighth session (E/ CN 4/1997/2-E ON. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .
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Hunan rights and the environnent

30. Inits resolution 1996/ 13, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to renew his request for the opinions of Covernnents,

speci al i zed agenci es and i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organi zations
on the issues raised in the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Conmi ssi on on human rights and the environment (E ON. 4/Sub.2/1994/9 and
Corr.1), and to submt a report to the Conmssion at its fifty-third session.
The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral

(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 18).

Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunpi ng of toxic waste and
danger ous products and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights

31. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1995/81, M. Fatnma Zohra Ksenti ni
(Al geria) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on this question. Inits

resol uti on 1996/ 14, the Conmi ssi on decided to continue considerati on of the
question at its fifty-third session under the present agenda item The
Conmmi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ ON 4/1997/19).

Qher matters

32. The Comm ssion will have before it a note by the Secretary-General
(E/ CN 4/1997/106) transmtting the decisions adopted by the Conmittee on
Econom c, Social and Qultural Rghts at its fifteenth session.

33. The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to resol utions 1996/ 24,
1996/ 25, 1996/ 26, 1996/ 27 and 1996/ 39 adopted by the Sub-Commi ssion at its
forty-eighth session, and to draft decision 3 proposed to the Conmi ssion for
action, contained in chapter I of the report of the Sub-Commi ssion on its
forty-eighth session (E/ CN 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41). The Comm ssi on
will also have before it a note by the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/86)
transmtting Sub-Comm ssion docunents E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1995/11 and

E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 12 and Corr.1 in accordance with a request contained in
Sub- Conmi ssi on resol uti on 1996/ 39.

ltem6. Question of the realization of the right to devel opnent

34. The Decl aration on the R ght to Devel opnent was procl ai med by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986. The Conmi ssion
decided to include this question under a separate itemon its agenda in its
resol uti on 1989/ 45.

35. Inits resolution 1993/22, the Conm ssion decided to establish a working
group on the right to devel opnent conposed of 15 experts with a nmandate to
identify obstacles to the inplenentation and realization of the Declaration on
the Right to Devel opment and to recommend ways and neans towards the
realization of the right to devel opnent by all States. The Wrking G oup held
five sessions in the period 1993-1995.
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36. Inits resolution 1996/15, the Comm ssion decided to establish, for a
two-year period, an intergovernmental working group conposed of 10 experts
nom nat ed by Governnents and appoi nted by the Chai rman of the Conm ssion,
with the mandate to el aborate a strategy for the inplenmentati on and pronotion
of the right to developnent in its integrated and nmultidi nensi onal aspects.
Thi s deci si on was approved by the Econom c and Social Council inits

deci si on 1996/ 258.

37. At the present session, the Conm ssion will have before it a progress
report of the Working G oup (E/CN 4/1997/22). It will also have before it the
report of the Secretary-GCGeneral on the inplenentation of resolution 1996/ 15
(E/ ON 4/1997/ 21).

Item7. The right of peoples to self-determnation and its application to

peopl es under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign occupation

Situation in occupied Pal estine

38. Inits resolution 1996/5, the Commi ssion requested the Secretary-CGeneral
to transmt the resolution to the Governnment of Israel and to all other
Covernnents, to distribute it on the w dest possible scale and to nake

avail able to the Conm ssion on Human R ghts, prior to the convening of its
fifty-third session, all information pertaining to the inplenentation of the
resol ution by the Governnent of Israel. It also decided to consider the
situation in occupied Pal estine under the present itemas a natter of high
priority. The Commssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E CN 4/1997/23).

Question of Wstern Sahara

39. Inits resolution 1996/6, the Conmm ssion decided to follow the

devel opnent of the situation in Wstern Sahara and to consider the question at
its fifty-third session, as a matter of high priority, under the present
agenda item

Question of the use of nercenaries

40. At its forty-third session, the Commission, in resolution 1987/ 16,

deci ded to appoint for one year a special rapporteur to exam ne the question
of the use of nercenaries as a neans of violating human rights and of inpeding
the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determnation. Subsequently,

M. Enrique Bernal es Ballesteros (Peru) was appoi nted as Speci al Rapporteur of
the Commssion. Inits resolution 1995/5, the Conm ssion decided to extend
the nandate of the Special Rapporteur for three years and requested himto
report to the Conmm ssion on his activities. The Conmm ssion will have before
it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E CN 4/1997/24).
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Item8. Question of the hunan rights of all persons subjected to any form of

detention or inprisonnent, in particular

(a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shrent

(b) Status of the Convention against Torture and G her CGruel,
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shirent

(c) Question of enforced or involuntary di sappearances

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and G her Gruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shrent

Question of arbitrary detention

41. At its forty-seventh session, in resolution 1991/42, the Comm ssion
decided to create, for a three-year period, a working group conposed of
five independent experts, with the task of investigating cases of detention
i mposed arbitrarily or otherw se inconsistently with relevant international
standards or the relevant international |egal instruments accepted by the
States concerned. At its fiftieth session, in resolution 1994/32, the
Conmi ssion decided to extend for a three-year period the mandate of the
Wrking Goup. At its fifty-second session, in resolution 1996/28, the
Conmi ssion requested the Wrking G oup to submt a report to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-third session. At the present session, the Conm ssion wll have
before it the report of the Wrking Goup (E/ON 4/1997/4 and Add. 1, 2 and
Corr.1, 3-4).

Staff nenbers of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in detention

42. Inits resolution 1996/29, the Commission invited the Secretary-CGeneral
to request the United Nations organs concerned to submt to himtheir views
and conmments on the recomendations contained in the final report of the

Speci al Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion on the protection of the human rights
of United Nations staff menbers, experts and their fanilies

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1992/19) and to subnmt a report evaluating the measures proposed
for the inplenentati on of those recommendati ons. The Conm ssion also invited
the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare a docunent containing the relevant principles
of protection found in the Convention for use as guidelines in bilateral

negoti ati ons of headquarters agreenents and nission agreenents with the
concerned Governnents; such bilateral negotiations would take into account
national |egislation where the CGovernnent concerned has not ratified or
acceded to the Convention. The Secretary-Ceneral was requested to submt to
the Commssion at its fifty-third session a report on the status of the
Convention on the Safety of United Nati ons and Associ ated Personnel, on the
situation of United Nations staff menbers, experts and their famlies

det ai ned, inprisoned, mssing or held in a country against their will, on
cases whi ch have been successfully settled since the presentati on of the |ast
report, and on the inplementation of the neasures referred to in the
resolution. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E CN 4/1997/25).
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Children and juveniles in detention

43. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Cenera
(E/ CN 4/1997/ 26), submitted pursuant to Conmmi ssion resol ution 1996/ 32 on human
rights in the admnistration of justice, in particular of children and
juveniles in detention.

| ndependence of judges and | awers

44, Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1994/41, M. Param Qunar aswany

(Mal aysi a) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur on the i ndependence and
inpartiality of the judiciary, jurors and assessors and the independence of
lawyers. In its resolution 1996/ 34, the Conmi ssion requested the Specia
Rapporteur to submt a report on the activities relating to his mandate to the
Commission at its fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awyers

(E/ CN 4/1997/ 32 and Add. 1-3). (See also para. 96 bel ow.)

R ght to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for victins of grave

violations of hunan rights and fundanental freedons

45, Inits resolution 1996/ 35, the Conmission requested States that have not
yet done so to provide information to the Secretary-Ceneral on the |egislation
al ready adopted, as well as that in the process of being adopted, relating to
the right to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for victims of grave
viol ations of human rights and fundanmental freedons. The Secretary-Ceneral
was requested to prepare an additional report, taking into account the

i nformati on provided by States for submssion to the Commission at its
fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral prepared pursuant to this request (E CN 4/1997/29).

46. The attention of the Commssion is also drawn to resolution 1996/ 28,
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session, in which the

Sub- Conmi ssi on decided to transnit the revised draft basic principles and
guidelines on the right to reparation for victins of gross violations of hunman
rights and humanitarian | aw prepared by the former Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Commi ssi on, M. Theo van Boven (E CN 4/ Sub. 2/1996/17), to the Comm ssion
on Human Rights for its consideration together with the comrents of the
sessional working group of the Sub-Commi ssion on the adm nistration of justice
and the question of conpensation (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1996/ 16, paras. 10-32), and the
comments of the Sub-Comm ssion during its forty-eighth session. The

Sub- Conmi ssi on al so requested M. van Boven, to prepare, w thout financia

i nplications, a note taking into account the comments and observations of the
wor ki ng group and t he Sub- Comm ssion referred to above, in order to facilitate
the exam nation by the Conm ssion of the draft revised basic principles and
gui delines. The Conmission will have before it a note by the
Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1997/104) transnitting the above-nentioned
docunent s.

Question of human rights and states of energency

47. The Commi ssion, in its resolution 1996/ 36, endorsing Sub- Commi ssion
resol ution 1995/ 33, recommended that the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council
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(a) Approve the request nmade by the Sub-Conm ssion to
M. Leandro Despouy, Special Rapporteur on human rights and states of
ermergency, to fulfil his mandate, in particular relating to the updating of
the lists of States which have proclained, extended or term nated a state of
emer gency; the subnission of conclusions and recomrendati ons concer ni ng
non-derogabl e rights in states or situati ons of emergency; and the
continuation of his consultations on the establishment of a database on states
of energency and rel ated human rights questions;

(b) Request the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur
with the necessary human and nmaterial resources to fulfil his mandate.

Inits resolution 1996/21, the Econom c and Soci al Council approved the above
requests.

48. The Comm ssion will have before it a note by the Secretary-CGeneral
(E/CN 4/1997/30) transmtting the updated ninth annual report of the Speci al
Rapporteur of the Sub-Comm ssion on human rights and states of

ermergency (E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/1996/19 and Corr.1 and Add.1). The attention

of the Commission is also drawn to draft decision 6, in chapter | of

the report of the Sub-Commission on its forty-eighth session

(E/ CON. 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

R ght to freedom of opinion and expression

49. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1993/45, M. A Hussain (India) was
appoi nted as Speci al Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and
expression. Inits resolution 1996/53, the Comm ssion decided to renew the
mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for a period of three years. The Econom c
and Social Council approved that decision in its decision 1996/266. At its
present session, pursuant to its resolution 1996/53, the Comm ssion will have
before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1997/31 and Add.1).
(See al so para. 96 bel ow. )

Qher matters

50. In connection with the present agenda item the attention of the
Comm ssion is also drawn to draft decision 5 on the right to a fair
trial, proposed to the Comm ssion for action, contained in chapter | of
the report of the Sub-Commission on its forty-eighth session

(E/ CON 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ ON. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) and to deci sion 1996/ 119 of the
Sub- Commi ssi on.

Sub-item (a) Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shrent

Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture

51. At its forty-first session the Commssion, in its resolution 1985/ 33,
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to exam ne questions relevant to
torture. The current special rapporteur, M. N gel S. Rodley (United Ki ngdom
of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland), was appointed to the post in

April 1993. In its resolution 1995/37, the Conmi ssion decided to extend the
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mandat e of the Special Rapporteur for three years while naintaining the annual
cycle of reporting. Pursuant to its resolution 1996/33 B, at the present
session the Conmission will have before it the report of the Special
Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1997/7 and Add. 1-3).

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture

52. In Decenber 1981, the General Assenbly, in its resolution 36/151,

establ i shed the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture and
adopted the arrangenents for the managenent of the Fund (A/36/540). In
accordance with the resolution and arrangenents: voluntary contributions paid
to the Fund are distributed, through established channel s of assistance, as
hunani tarian, legal and financial aid to individuals who have been tortured
and to their relatives; the Fund is admnistered by the Secretary-General with
the advice of a board of trustees authorized to pronote and solicit
contributions and pl edges; and an annual report is submtted by the
Secretary-CGeneral to the Assenbly and, as appropriate, to the Conmi ssion on
Hunman R ghts.

53. Inits resolution 1996/ 33 A the Conm ssion on Human R ghts requested
the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to keep the Conmission inforned of the
operations of the Fund on an annual basis. At the present session, the

Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the Fund
to the General Assenbly (A/51/465) and updated information for the Conmi ssion
(B/ CON. 4/1997/27 and Add. 1).

Sub-item (b) Status of the Convention against Torture and G her CGruel,
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shirent

54. Inits resolution 1996/ 33 A the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to continue to subnit to the Comm ssion annual reports on
the status of the Convention against Torture and Gt her Cruel, I|nhurman or
Degradi ng Treatment or Puni shment. The Commission will have before it the
report of the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/28).

Sub-item (c) Question of enforced or involuntary di sappearances

55. I n pursuance of General Assenbly resolution 33/173, the Conmi ssion by
resolution 20 (XXXVI) of 29 February 1980, decided to establish for a period
of one year a working group consisting of five of its nenbers, to serve as
experts in their individual capacities, to exam ne questions relevant to
enforced or involuntary di sappearances of persons. The Conm ssion has

regul arly renewed the G oup's mandate since this tinme, nost recently at its
fifty-first session when, by its resolution 1995/38, it extended the
Wrking Goup's mandate for three years. 1In its resolution 1996/30, the
Conmi ssion requested the Goup to report onits work to the Commssion at its
fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the
Working Goup on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances (E CN 4/1997/34).

56. I n pursuance of resolution 1996/30, the Conmission will also have before
it, for the first tine, a note by the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/103)

i nform ng the Conm ssion of the steps he has taken to di ssem nate and pronote
the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons from Enforced D sappearance.
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Sub-item (d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and G her Gruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shrent

57. At its forty-eighth session, in its resolution 1992/43, the Comm ssion
deci ded to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group to el aborate
a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst Torture and G her Cuel,

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shrment designed to establish a
preventive systemof visits to places of detention, using as a basis for

its discussion the draft text proposed by the Government of Costa R ca

on 22 January 1991, and to consider inplications of its adoption and the

rel ati onship between the draft optional protocol, regional instruments and the
Conmi ttee agai nst Torture.

58. At its fifty-second session, in resolution 1996/37, the Conmi ssion
request ed the open-ended working group to neet between sessions prior to

the fifty-third session of the Commssion in order to continue its work

and to subnit a new report to the Comm ssion. The Wrking Goup net from 14
to 25 Cctober 1996 in Geneva. At the present session, the Conmission wll
have before it the report of the Wrking Goup (E/ CN 4/1997/33).

Item9. Further pronotion and encouragenent of human rights and fundanenta

freedons, including the question of the programme and net hods of
wor k of the Comm Ssion

(a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective
enj oynent of hunman rights and fundanental freedons

(b) National institutions for the pronotion and protection of
human rights ;

(c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights within the
United Nations bodies and nachinery dealing with the pronotion

and protection of hunman rights

(d) Human rights, mass exoduses and di spl aced persons

Sub-item (a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective
enj oynent of hunman rights and fundanental freedons

Redi onal _arrangenents

59. Inits resolution 1995/46, entitled “Regional arrangenents for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights”, the Commi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Commission, at its fifty-third session, a
report on the state of regional arrangenents for the pronotion and protection
of human rights, to formnul ate concrete proposal s and recomrendati ons on the
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ways and neans to strengthen the cooperation between the United Nati ons and
regi onal arrangenents in the field of human rights and to include the results
of action taken in pursuance of the resolution. The Conm ssion will have
before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral prepared pursuant to this
request (E ON. 4/1997/35).

60. The Comm ssion, in its resolution 1996/64, entitled “Regional
arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human rights in the Asian and
Pacific region”, requested the Secretary-CGeneral to subnit to the Conm ssion
at its fifty-third session a further report incorporating information on the
progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the resolution. The Conmmi ssion

wi Il have before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral (E CN 4/1997/44).

Public information activities

61. Inits resolution 1995/49, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-General to submt to it at its fifty-third session a report on
public information activities and deci ded to continue consideration of this
question at its fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the
report of the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/36).

Preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of

Hunman R ghts

62. Inits resolution 1996/42, the Conmi ssion decided to review at its
fifty-third session the state of preparation of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human R ghts and to consider further nmeasures in
this regard, including its own contribution in the matter.

Hunan rights and H V/ Al DS

63. The Commi ssion, in resolution 1996/43, urged all United Nations human
rights bodies, including treaty bodi es, special rapporteurs and
representatives of working groups of the Commission, to keep under review the
protection of HV-related human rights in relation to their respective
mandat es; requested the H gh Commissioner for Human R ghts to continue his
efforts towards the el aboration of guidelines on pronoting and protecting
respect for human rights in the context of HW A DS, and requested the
Secretary-General to prepare for the consideration of the Commssion at its
fifty-third session a final report on the above-nentioned gui deli nes,

i ncl udi ng the outcone of the second expert consultation on human rights and
Al bS.

64. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral
(E/CN 4/1997/37). The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to

resol uti on 1996/ 33, adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session
(see E/ ON 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

Uni ted Nations Decade for Human R ghts Education

65. Inits resolution 1996/44, the Commission invited the United Nations
H gh Commi ssioner for Human R ghts to seek the views of States on ways and
means to increase support to the Decade, with special enphasis on activities
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of non-governnmental organizations in the field of human rights education, and
on the advisability of establishing a voluntary fund for this purpose, and to
include this information in his report to the fifty-third session of the

Conmi ssion on Human Rights. The Conm ssion decided to continue consideration
of the question of human rights education at its fifty-third session under the
present agenda item The Conmm ssion will have before it the report of the

H gh Commi ssi oner (E/ ON. 4/1997/ 46) .

Thenati c procedures

66. Inits resolution 1996/46, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral, in close collaboration with the thenmatic speci al
rapporteurs and working groups, to issue annually and sufficiently early their
concl usi ons and reconmendations, so as to enable further discussion of their

i npl enent ati on at subsequent sessions of the Commission. At its present
session, the Commission will have before it a note by the Secretary-Ceneral
(E/ ON. 4/1997/ 38).

67. I n accordance with paragraph 20 of the sanme resolution, a list of all
persons currently constituting the thematic and country procedures, including
their country of origin, is provided in an annex to the present docunent.

Hunan rights and terrorism

68. In resolution 1996/47, the Conm ssion urged all thematic special
rapporteurs and worki ng groups to address as appropriate the consequences of
the acts, methods and practices of terrorist groups. It also requested the

Secretary-Ceneral to continue to collect information on the question fromall
rel evant sources and to make it available to the special rapporteurs and

wor ki ng groups concerned and to the Conm ssion. The Conmm ssion will have
before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E CN 4/1997/39).

69. The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to resolution 1996/ 20
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session.

Question of integrating the human rights of wonen into the human rights
nechani sns of the United Nations

70. At its fiftieth session, the Conm ssion adopted resol uti on 1994/ 45,
entitled “The question of integrating the rights of wonen into the human
rights mechanismof the United Nations and the elim nation of violence agai nst
wonen”, in which jinter alia, it called for intensified effort at the
international level to integrate the equal status of wonen and the hunman
rights of wonmen into the mainstreamof United Nations systemw de activity and
to address these issues regularly and systematically throughout rel evant
United Nations bodi es and nechani sns.

71. At its fifty-second session, the Comm ssion had before it a note by the
Secretariat, transmtting the report of an expert group neeting on the
devel opnent of guidelines for the integration of a gender perspective into
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United Nations hurman rights activities and programres, which was organi zed by
the Centre for Hunman R ghts and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund, in Ceneva
from3 to 7 July 1995, pursuant to part |, paragraph 18, and part 11,
par agr aphs 37 and 42 of the Vienna Declaration and Programrme of Action

(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 105) .

72. Inits resolution 1996/48, the Conmi ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Commission at its fifty-third session on
the inplenentation of that resolution. Pursuant to that request, the

Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 40) .

73. The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to resolution 1996/ 21
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session.

Vi ol ence agai nst wonen

74. At its fiftieth session, in resolution 1994/45, the Conm ssion deci ded
to appoint, for a three-year period, a special rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, including its causes and consequences, to report to the Comm ssion on
an annual basis beginning at its fifty-first session. Subsequently

Ms. Radhi ka Coormaraswany (Sri Lanka), was appoi nted as Special Rapporteur. At
the present session, the Commssion will have before it the report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1997/47 and Add.1-3). The attention of the

Conmmi ssion is also drawn to paragraphs 38 to 44 of resolution 1996/ 12 adopted
by the Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-ei ghth session.

Sub-item (b) National institutions for the pronotion and protection of
hunman rights

75. Inits resolution 1996/50, the Conmission requested the Centre for Hunman
Rights, with the assistance of national institutions and their Coordinating
Commttee, to continue to provide technical assistance for States wi shing to
establish or strengthen their national institutions and to organi ze training
programres for national institutions which requested them and invited
CGovernnents to contribute additional funds to the Voluntary Fund for the
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Hunan R ghts for those purposes.

76. In the sanme resol ution, the Conmm ssion, having noted the inportance of
finding an appropriate formof participation by national institutions in

rel evant United Nations neetings dealing with human rights, requested the
Secretary-CGeneral again to invite Menber States which had not yet done so to

i nformhimof their views concerning possible forns of such participation, and
requested himto include that information in his report to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-third session. The Comm ssion w |l have before it the report of the
Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/41).
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Sub-item (c) Goordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights within the
United Nations bodies and nachinery dealing with the pronotion

and protection of hunman rights

77. Inits resolution 1996/65, entitled “Conposition of the staff of the
Centre for Human Rights”, the Comm ssion urged the Secretary-CGeneral to subnit
a conprehensive report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and
to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session on the

i npl enent ation of the resolution, including neasures adopted and their
results, and recomrendations for inproving the present situation. The

Comm ssion decided to consider this natter at its fifty-third session. The
Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral

(E/ ON. 4/1997/ 45) .

78. The Commi ssion, in its resolution 1996/82, supported and encouraged the
efforts of the Secretary-Ceneral to enhance the role and further inprove the
functioning of the Centre for Human R ghts, under the overall supervision of
the H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human R ghts, and decided to consider the question
of strengthening the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts,
i ncl udi ng measures taken in furtherance of that resolution, at its
fifty-third session.

79. The attention of the Comm ssion is drawn to a note by the H gh

Comm ssioner for Human Rights transnitting the report of the neeting of

speci al rapporteurs/representatives/experts and chairpersons of working groups
of the special procedures of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights and of the

advi sory services programre, held in Geneva from28 to 30 May 1996

(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 3).

Sub-item (d) Human rights, mass exoduses and di spl aced persons

Hunan rights and mass exoduses

80. Inits resolution 1996/51, the Comm ssion requested the H gh

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to prepare, within existing resources, and
submt to the Conmission at its fifty-third session an update of the report of
the Secretary-CGeneral on human rights and nass exoduses (E/ ON. 4/1996/42),

i ncluding informati on on and reconmendati ons and concl usions energing fromthe
action taken pursuant to that resolution, as well as all relevant information
on the human rights situations creating or affecting refugees and di spl aced
persons. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the H gh

Comm ssi oner (E/ ON 4/1997/42).

Internally displaced persons

81. Inits resolution 1995/57, the Commi ssion decided to extend for a
further three years the nandate of the representative of the Secretary-CGeneral
on internally displaced persons, M. Francis Deng (Sudan), and requested him
to continue to submt annual reports on his activities to the Comm ssion on
Human R ghts and to the General Assenbly. Pursuant to that request and to
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resol uti on 1996/ 52, the Commission will have before it the report of the
representative of the Secretary-Ceneral on internally displaced persons

(E/CN 4/1997/ 43 and Add.1). The attention of the Commission is also drawn to
resol ution 1996/9 and deci si on 1996/ 109 adopted by the Sub-Commi ssion at its
forty-ei ghth session

ltem 10. Question of the violation of human rights and fundanental freedons

in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and

ot her _dependent countries and territories, including

(a) Question of human rights in Cyprus

(b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consistent pattern

of gross violations of hunan rights as provided for in
Conmmi ssion resolution 8 (XXII1) and Econom ¢ and Soci al GCounci |

resolutions 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XIMII1): report of the
Wirking Group on Situations established by Econom c and Soci a

Council resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990

82. By resolution 1164 (XLI) of 5 August 1966, the Econom c and Soci al
Counci | wel comed the decision of the Commission inits resolution 2 B (XXI)
of 25 March 1966 to consider, at its twenty-third session, the question of its
tasks and functions and its role in relation to violations of hunan rights.

In resolution 2144 A (XXI') of 26 Cctober 1966, the CGeneral Assenbly invited
the Council and the Conmi ssion to give urgent consideration to ways and neans
of inproving the capacity of the United Nations to put a stop to violations of
hunman ri ghts wherever they m ght occur. Pursuant to these resolutions, the
Comm ssion adopted resolution 8 (XXII1) of 16 March 1967, in which it decided
to give annual consideration to an itemon the question of violations of hunman
rights and fundanmental freedons. The title of the itemwas |later nodified by
the Comm ssion. Subsequently, the Econom c and Social Council adopted

resol utions 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XLM11) on the question of violations of
human rights and fundanental freedons.

83. In resolution 32/130, the General Assenbly decided that, in approachi ng
human rights questions within the United Nations system the internationa
communi ty shoul d accord, or continue to accord, priority to the search for
solutions to the nass and flagrant violations of human rights of peoples and
persons affected by various situations referred to in the resolution. The
Assenbly reiterated those views in subsequent resolutions, including

resol ution 37/199. In resolution 34/175, entitled "Effective action agai nst
mass and flagrant violations of human rights”, the Assenbly urged the
appropriate United Nations bodies, within their nmandates, particularly the
Comm ssion, to take timely and effective action in existing and future cases
of mass and flagrant violations of human rights. By resolution 37/200, the
Ceneral Assenbly urged all States to cooperate with the Commission inits
study of violations of human rights and fundanmental freedons in any part of
the world and requested the Comm ssion to continue its efforts to inprove the
capacity of the United Nations systemto take urgent action in cases of
serious violations of human rights.
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Situation of hunman rights in Equatorial Quinea

84. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1993/69, M. Al ejandro Artucio
Rodriguez (W uguay) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on the situation of hunan
rights in Equatorial Quinea. In its resolution 1996/66, the Comm ssion

deci ded to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one year and
requested himto report to the Conmission at its fifty-third session. The
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council approved that decision in its decision 1996/ 273.
The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 54) .

Hunan rights situation in southern Lebanon and Wst Bekaa

85. Inits resolution 1996/ 68, the Conmi ssion requested the Secretary-
Ceneral to bring the resolution to the attention of the Governnent of Israel,
toinvite it to provide information concerning the extent of its

i npl enentation thereof and to report to the Conmssion at its fifty-third
session on the results of his efforts in that regard. The Conmi ssion wl|
have before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral (E CON 4/1997/49).

Situation of hunan rights in Quba

86. Pursuant to Conm ssion resol ution 1992/61, M. Johan-Carl G oth (Sweden)
was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Quba. 1In
its resolution 1996/ 69, the Comm ssion extended the nmandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur for one year and requested the Special Rapporteur to maintain
direct contacts with the Governnent and citizens of Quba, as specified in past
resol uti ons of the Comm ssion, and to submt an interimreport to the

Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to report to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-third session on the results of his endeavours. The Commi ssion wl |
have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E CN 4/1997/53).

Cooperation with representatives of United Nations hunman rights bodi es

87. Inits resolution 1996/ 70, the Commission invited the Secretary-CGeneral
to submt a report at its fifty-third session containing a conpilation and
anal ysis of any available information, fromall appropriate sources, on

al | eged reprisals agai nst those who seek to cooperate or have cooperated with
representatives of United Nations human rights bodies, or who have provided
testinony or information to them those who avail or have avail ed thensel ves
of procedures established under United Nations auspices for the protection of
human rights and fundanental freedons and all those who have provi ded | ega
assistance to themfor this purpose; those who submt or have subnitted
communi cati ons under procedures established by human rights instrunents; and
those who are relatives of victins of human rights violations. The Conm ssion
wi Il have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E CN 4/1997/50).

Situation of hunman rights in the territory of the forner Yugosl avia

88. Pursuant to Conmi ssion resolution 1992/S1/1, M. Tadeusz Mazow ecki
(Pol and) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. Follow ng the resignation of

M. Mazow ecki in July 1995, the Chairnman of the Conm ssion appointed

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn (Finland) Special Rapporteur. 1In its resolution 1996/ 71,
t he Comm ssion decided to extend for one year the nandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur. In conpliance with Conm ssion resolution 1996/ 71, the Speci al
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Rapporteur submtted periodic reports in July 1996 (E/ ON 4/1997/5) and
Qctober 1996 (E/ ON 4/1997/9), a special report on mnorities (E ON 4/1997/8)
and a report to the CGeneral Assenbly (A/51/663-S/1996/927). The Comm ssion
wi Il have before it the above-nentioned reports of the Special Rapporteur, as
well as an additional report (E CN 4/1997/56).

89. Al'so in resolution 1996/ 71, the Conmi ssion decided to extend for one
year the mandate of the expert nenber of the Wrking Goup on Enforced or

I nvol untary Di sappearances for the special process dealing with mssing
persons, and requested himto continue to report to the Comm ssion on this
matter. The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the expert,

M. Manfred Nowak (Austria) (E CN 4/1997/55).

Situation of hunman rights in Irag

90. Inits resolution 1996/ 72, the Comm ssion decided to extend for a
further year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, M. Mx van der Stoel

(Net herl ands), and requested himto report periodically to the Commi ssion on
Human R ghts and to submt an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session and a report to the Commssion at its fifty-third session.
The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN. 4/1997/57).

Situation of hunan rights in the Sudan

91. Inits resolution 1996/ 73, the Conmm ssion decided to extend the nandate
of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan,

M. Gaspar Biro (Hungary), for an additional year and requested the Speci al
Rapporteur to report his findings and recommendations to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session and to the Conmmission at its fifty-third session.
Further, it encouraged the Special Rapporteurs on religious intolerance and on
freedom of opi nion and expression to consult with the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in the Sudan and to accept the invitations of
the CGovernnent of the Sudan and | ooked forward to receiving their reports
following their visits. The Special Rapporteur on Religious Intol erance was
able to visit the Sudan and his report to the General Assenbly is contained in
docunent A/ 51/542/Add. 2. In the same resolution, the Conm ssion al so
recommrended that priority be given to the placenent of hunman rights field
officers to nonitor the situation of human rights, in the |ocations and under
the nodal ities suggested by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Sudan, in order to facilitate inproved information flow and
assessnent and to help in the independent verification of reporting, with
particular attention to violations and abuses in areas of armed conflict. The
Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 58) .

Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions

92. Pursuant to Econom c and Social Council resol ution 1982/ 35,

M. Aros Wako (Kenya) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. Follow ng the
resignation of M. Vako in March 1982, M. Bacre W N diaye (Senegal) was
appoi nted Special Rapporteur. 1In its resolution 1995/73, the Commi ssion
deci ded that the nandate of the Special Rapporteur should be extended for
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three years. Inits resolution 1996/74, the Commi ssion requested himto
submt to it, on an annual basis, his findings, together with conclusions and
recommrendations, as well as such other reports as the Special Rapporteur
deered necessary in order to keep the Commission inforned. The Conm ssion

wi Il have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E ON 4/1997/60 and
Add.1l). (See also para. 96 bel ow )

Situation of hunman rights in Af ghani stan

93. Fol | owi ng the death of the Special Rapporteur, M. Felix Ernmacora
(Austria), in February 1995, M. Choong-Hyun Pai k (Republic of Korea) was
appoi nted Special Rapporteur. 1In its resolution 1996/75, the Conmi ssion
extended the nmandate for one year and requested the Special Rapporteur to
report to the Commssion at its fifty-third session and to consider submtting
a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session. The Comm ssion
will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E ON. 4/1997/59).

The report of the Special Rapporteur to the Ceneral Assenbly (A/51/481) will
be made avail able to the Conm ssion.

Situation of human rights in Rwanda

94. Pursuant to Comm ssion resolution 1994/S-3/1, M. René Degni - Ségui

(Cote d' Ivoire) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur, for an initial period of one
year, to investigate the human rights situation in Ramanda and receive

rel evant, credible infornmation on the human rights situation there, including

on root causes and responsibilities for the recent atrocities. In
resol uti on 1996/ 76, the Commi ssi on extended the nandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur for an additional year. In the sane resolution, the Commi ssion

requested the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to report on the activities
of the Human R ghts Field Operation in Ramanda to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session and to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session.
The Commi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(E/ CN 4/1997/61 and Add. 1) and the report of the H gh Conm ssi oner

(E/ ON. 4/1997/ 52).

Situation of hunan rights in Zaire

95. Pursuant to Comm ssion resol ution 1994/87, M. Roberto Garretén (Chile)
was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. In its resolution 1996/77, the Conm ssion
deci ded to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for an additional
year, and requested himto submt a report to its fifty-third session. The
Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur

(B/CN. 4/1997/6 and Add. 1).

Situation of hunan rights in N geria

96. Inits resolution 1996/79, the Comm ssion called upon the Governnent of
N geria to accede to the request of the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions and on the i ndependence of judges and | awers
to pay a joint investigative visit to Ngeria, and requested the two thenatic
Speci al Rapporteurs to submt to the Commission at its fifty-third session a
joint report on their findings, along with any observati ons of other rel evant
mechani sns, in particular the Wrking Goup on Arbitrary Detention, and
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requested themto subnit an interimreport to the General Assenbly. The
Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteurs
(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 62) .

Situation of hunman rights in M/anmar

97. Fol I owi ng the resignation of the Special Rapporteur, M. Yozo Yokota
(Japan) in May 1996, M. Rajsooner Lallah (Mauritius) was appointed Speci al
Rapporteur. In its resolution 1996/80, the Comm ssion decided to extend for

one year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur and requested himto report to
the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights at its fifty-third session. The Commission will have before it the
report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1997/64).

Situation of hunan rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran

98. Inits resolution 1996/ 84, the Comm ssion decided to extend the nandate
of the Special Representative, as contained in Comm ssion resol ution 1984/ 54,
for a further year and requested himto submt an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the situation of human rights
inthe Islamc Republic of Iran, including the situation of mnority groups,
such as the Baha'is, and to report to the Commssion at its fifty-third
session. The Conmission will have before it the report of the Special
Representative, M. Maurice Copithorne (Canada) (E ON 4/1997/63).

Situation in East Tinor

99. At its fifty-second session the Comm ssion heard a statenent read out by
the Chairman on 23 April 1996 indicating its consensus agreenent in connection
with the situation of human rights in East Tinor. |In that statenent the

Conmmi ssion, inter alia, requested the Secretary-Ceneral to keep it informed on
the situation of human rights in East Tinor, which it would consider at its
fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN 4/1997/51).

Action by the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth session

100. The attention of the Comm ssion is drawn to the follow ng resol utions
and deci sions adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at its forty-ei ghth session that
are relevant to the present agenda item 1996/1 (Mddle East); 1996/2
(Kosovo); 1996/3 (Rwanda); 1996/ 4 (Burundi); 1996/5 and 1996/ 107 (Iraq);
1996/ 6 (Pal estinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel); 1996/7
(I'slamc Republic of Iran); and 1996/115 (Methods of work regardi ng agenda
item 6) (see B/ ON 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. 11).

Sub-item (a) Question of human rights in Cyprus

101. This question has been considered by the Comm ssion since its
thirty-second session, when it adopted resolution 4 (XXX11) of

27 February 1976. 1In its decision 1996/112, the Conmission decided to retain
the sub-itemon its agenda, it being understood that action required by

previ ous resol uti ons of the Conmi ssion on the subject would continue to remain
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operative, including the request to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide a report
regarding their inplenentation. At its present session the Conmm ssion will
have before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral (E CON 4/1997/48).

Sub-item (b) Study of situations which appear to reveal a consistent
pattern of gross violations of human rights as provided for
in Conmm ssion resolution 8 (XXII1) and Economi ¢ and Soci a
Council resolutions 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XIMI1): report of

the Working Group on Situations established by Econonic and
Social Gouncil resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990

102. By resolution 1503 (XtM11) of 27 May 1970, the Econom c and Soci al
Counci | established a procedure for dealing with communications concerni ng
all eged viol ations of human rights. Particular situations referred to the
Conmi ssion by the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of D scrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities under Council resolution 1503 (XLM11) were pl aced
before the Comm ssion for the first time at its thirtieth session in 1974.
Since then particular situations relating to some 73 countries have been

pl aced before the Conm ssion under the procedure.

103. Fromits thirtieth session, in 1974, (see Conmm ssion deci sion 3 (XXX

of 6 March 1974), the Comm ssion annually set up a working group of five of
its nenbers, due account being taken of considerations of geographica
distribution, to neet for one week prior to the Conm ssion's follow ng session
to examne the particular situations referred to the Comm ssion by the

Sub- Conmi ssi on under Council resolution 1503 (XLMI11) and those situations of
whi ch the Conmi ssion was sei zed under that procedure, and to make
recommendati ons to the Conmi ssion on the course of action to take in respect
of each particular situation. By resolution 1990/41 of 25 May 1990, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, acting on the recomrendati on contained in

Commi ssi on resol ution 1990/ 55 of 7 March 1990, authorized the establishnent of
the working group, to be referred to as the Wrking Goup on Situations, on a
per manent basis, instead of the earlier ad hoc basis.

104. At its thirtieth session, the Conmi ssion decided that the CGovernnents
concerned shoul d henceforth be invited to submt witten observations relating
to the particular situations referred to the Conmm ssion (decision 3 (XXX),
para. 4).

105. In 1978, the Comm ssion decided to issue invitations, during the first
week of each session, to the States directly concerned, asking themto send
representatives to address the Conm ssion and to answer any questions put by
nmenbers of the Comm ssion (decision 5 (XXXIV)).

106. In 1979, the Conm ssion decided to authorize its Wrking G oup on
Situations in future to comuni cate the text of the rel evant reconmendati ons
as soon as possible to the Governments directly concerned, in order to
facilitate their participation in the exam nati on of the situations concerning
their countries, as provided for in Commi ssion decision 5 (XXXIV)

(decision 14 (XXXV)).
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107. In 1980, the Comm ssion decided that the States invited to attend the
cl osed neetings of the Comm ssion under Council resolution 1503 (XLM11)
shoul d have the right to attend and to participate in the entire discussion of
the situation concerning them and to be present during the adoption of the
final decision taken in regard to that situation (decision 9 (XXXV)).

108. Al actions taken under the procedure governed by Council

resolution 1503 (XLMII1) rermain confidential until such tinme as the Comm ssion
may deci de to make recomrendati ons to the Council. The docunentation
pertaining to the procedure is al so confidential.

109. At its fifty-third session, the Conmission will have before it the
report of the Wirking Goup on Situations, as well as other confidential
docunents pertaining to the sub-item including the confidential report of the
forty-eighth session of the Sub-Comm ssion (E/CN 4/1997/R 1 and addenda).
(observations which may be received fromthe Governnents concerned (to be
issued in the EFCN 4/ 1997/ R 2 series) will also be nmade available. In
addition, the Comm ssion will have before it the relevant earlier naterial
relating to the situations of which the Conmmission is seized. The

above-nenti oned confidential docunents will be handed to the nenbers of the
Comm ssion at the session.

110. Chapter X of the report of the Sub-Comm ssion on the work of its
forty-eighth session (E CN 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) is also relevant to
this sub-item

Item11l. Measures to inprove the situation and ensure the human rights
and dignity of all mgrant workers

111. The CGeneral Assenbly, in resolution 45/158 of 18 Decenber 1990, adopted
the Internati onal Convention on the Protection of the Rghts of All M grant
Wrkers and Menbers of Their Famlies.

112. In its resolution 1996/ 18, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the Commission at its fifty-third session a
report on the status of the Convention and on the efforts nmade by the
Secretariat to pronote the Convention and the protection of the rights of
m grant workers. The Conmission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/65).

113. In its resolution 1996/17, the Conm ssion decided to continue to
exam ne the question of violence agai nst wonen mgrant workers at its
fifty-third session.

114. The attention of the Commi ssion is also drawn to resol ution 1996/ 10 and
to paragraphs 30 to 34 of resolution 1996/12 adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at
its forty-eighth session (see E/ ON 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. 11).

Iltem12. Hunman rights and scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnents

115. Pursuant to resolution XI of the International Conference on Human
Rights held at Tehran in 1968, human rights problens arising fromscientific
and technol ogi cal devel opments have been exam ned by the General Assenbly at
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various sessions. They have al so been on the agenda of the Comm ssion as a
standing itemsince its twenty-seventh session. At its thirty-ninth session,
t he Comm ssion decided to consider this itemon a biennial basis.

Hunan rights and bioethics

116. At its fifty-first session, the Commission, in its resolution 1995/82,
invited Governments, the specialized agenci es and ot her organi zati ons of the
Uni ted Nations systemand ot her intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al

organi zations to informthe Secretary-CGeneral of activities being carried out
to ensure that the |ife sciences devel oped in a nmanner respectful of human
rights. The Comm ssion further invited States to informthe Secretary-Ceneral
of legislative or other neasures taken to this effect, including the possible
establ i shnent of national consultative bodies, with a viewto pronoting
exchanges of experience between such institutions. Pursuant to that
resolution, the Commi ssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-General prepared on the basis of the contributions received

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 66) .

Quidelines for the requlation of conputerized personal data files

117. In its decision 1995/ 114, the Conm ssion decided to request States and
i ntergovernnental , regional and non-governnental organizations to cooperate
fully with the Secretary-General by providing himwth any rel evant
information on the application of the guidelines. The Secretary-GCeneral was
requested to report to the Commission at its fifty-third session:

(i) On the application of the guidelines within the United Nations
system

(ii) O infornation collected fromStates and intergovernnental,
regi onal and non-governnental organi zati ons concerni ng the
followup to the guidelines at the national and regional |evels.

118. At the present session the Conmssion will have before it the report of
the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN 4/1997/67). The attention of the Comm ssion is
al so drawn to decision 1996/ 110 adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at its
forty-eighth session.

Item13. Inplenentation of the Programme of Action for the Third Decade
to Conbat Racismand Racial D scrimnation

119. In its resolution 1995/11, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the Comm ssion a detailed annual report on

(a) all activities of Menber States, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es and non-governnmental organi zati ons, anal ysing information received on
such activities to conbat racismand racial discrimnation; (b) nmeasures to be
taken to inprove the coordination of the activities of the Programre of Action
or to suppl enent, on the basis of the discussions in plenary, the Programme of
Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci smand Racial D scrimnation.
Pursuant to that request and to resolution 1996/8, the Conm ssion wll have
before it the report of the Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN 4/1997/68 and Add.1).
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120. Pursuant to Commission resolution 1993/20, M. d él é- Ahanhanzo

(Beni n) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur on contenporary forms of racism

raci al discrimnation and xenophobia and related intolerance. Inits

resol uti on 1996/ 21, the Commi ssion decided to extend for a period of three
years the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur to exam ne incidents of
contenporary forns of racism racial discrimnation, any form of
discrimnation, inter alia against Blacks, Arabs and Mislins, xenophobi a,
negrophobia, anti-Senmtismand related intol erance, as well as governnental
nmeasures to overcone them and to report on these nmatters on a yearly basis to
the Comm ssion, beginning at its fifty-third session. The Conmi ssi on deci ded
to defer the consideration of addenda 2, 3 and 4 to the report of the Speci al
Rapporteur until its fifty-third session. The Secretary-Ceneral was requested
to provide, wthout any further delay, the Special Rapporteur with all the
necessary assi stance and resources to carry out his mandate and enable himto
subnmit an interimreport to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session
and a conprehensive report to the Commssion at its fifty-third session. The
Comm ssion will have before it the reports of the Special Rapporteur

(BE/ ON. 4/1996/ 72/ Add. 2-4; E/ CN. 4/1997/71 and Add. 1-2).

121. The Commission will also have before it the annual reports on racial
di scrimnation submtted by the International Labour O ganization

(E/ CN 4/1997/69) and by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Qul tural O ganization (E/ CN 4/1997/70).

122. The attention of the Commssion is also drawn to resol ution 1996/8 and
deci si on 1996/ 120 adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session
(see E/ ON 4/1997/ 2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

Iltem14. Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts

123. In its resolution 1996/ 16, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to submt to it, at its fifty-third session, a report on the
status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Qultural R ghts
and on the International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rghts and its
Optional Protocols, including all reservations and decl arations. Accordingly,
the Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the
status of the International Covenants on Human R ghts (E/ ON 4/1997/72).
Reservations, declarations, notifications and objections relating to the
Internati onal Covenant on Econom c, Social and Qultural R ghts and the
Internati onal Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts and the Opti onal

Protocol s thereto are contained in docurment ST/LEG SER E 14.

124. The Commission will also have before it a note by the Secretary- CGeneral
(E/CN 4/1997/105) transmtting the report of the Commttee on Econonic, Social
and Qultural R ghts on the el aboration of an optional protocol to the Covenant
on Econom c, Social and CQultural Rights.

125. The attention of the Conmssion is also drawn to decision 1996/ 101 and
resol uti on 1996/ 13 adopted by the Sub-Commission at its forth-eighth session.
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Item15. FEffective functioning of bodies established pursuant to
United Nations hunman rights instrunments

126. In its resolution 1996/22, the Conmi ssion nade a nunber of
recomrendations relating to the effective inplenentati on of international
human rights instrunents and requested the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the
Comm ssion at its fifty-third session on neasures taken to inplenent the
resol uti on and on obstacles to its inplementation. At its present session,
the Comm ssion will have before it a report by the Secretary-CGeneral on
nmeasures taken to inplenent resol ution 1996/22 and on obstacles to its

i npl eentation (E/ CN 4/1997/73) and on updating the inventory of all

i nternational human rights standard-setting activities (E CN 4/1997/75).

127. In the sane resolution, the Conm ssion requested the H gh Conm ssioner,
in accordance with his nandate, to encourage the independent expert to
finalize his interimreport (A CONF. 157/PC 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1) on possi bl e

| ong-t erm approaches to enhancing the effective operation of the treaty system
intinme for the final report to be considered by the Conmission at its
fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it a note by the
Secretary-General (E/CN 4/1997/74) transnitting the final report of the

i ndependent expert.

128. In addition, the attention of the Comm ssion is drawn to the report of
the Seventh Meeting of persons chairing human rights treaty bodies (A 51/482).

Item 16. Report of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of D scrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities on its forty-eighth session

129. The report of the Sub-Comm ssion on its forty-eighth session is
contai ned in docunent E/ CN 4/1997/2-E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41.

130. At its forty-eighth session, the Sub-Conm ssion adopted 39 resol utions
and 21 deci sions, which are reproduced in the report.

131. Chapter | of the report of the Sub-Comm ssion contains 12 draft
deci sions proposed to the Commission for action. They are as foll ows:

1. Prevention of discrimnation and protection of mnorities

2. Traditional practices affecting the health of wonmen and chil dren
3. Human rights and extrene poverty

4. Human rights and incone distribution

5. The right to a fair trial

6. Question of human rights and states of emergency

7. D scrimnation agai nst indigenous peopl es

8. International Decade of the World s Indi genous Peopl e



E/ ON 4/ 1997/ 1/ Add. 1
page 32

9. Per manent forumin the United Nations for indigenous people
10. Protection of the heritage of indigenous people
11. Study on indigenous |and rights

12. Study on treaties, agreenments and ot her constructive arrangenents
between States and indi genous popul ati ons

132. Annex IV to the report of the Sub-Comm ssion contains the resolutions
and deci sions of the Sub-Commission referring to matters which are drawn to
the attention of the Conm ssion.

133. Inits resolution 1996/25, the Conmission decided to invite the Chairnan
of the Sub-Conmmi ssion at its forty-eighth session to report to the Conm ssion
at its fifty-third session on significant aspects of the work of the

Sub- Conmi ssion. The Conmission also invited its Chairman to informthe

Sub- Conmi ssi on on the debate under this item

134. The Commission will have before it the report of the Chairman of the
Sub- Conmi ssi on submitted pursuant to Conmi ssion resol ution 1996/ 25
(E/ CN. 4/1997/79).

Traffic in wonen and girls

135. In its resolution 1996/ 24, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Commssion at its fifty-third session with
his report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the

i npl enentation of General Assenbly resolution 50/167. The Commi ssion will
have before it a note by the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN 4/1997/108) transmtting
that report (A 51/309).

M ni nrum humani t ari an_st andar ds

136. In its resolution 1996/26, the Conmission invited all States to consider
reviewi ng their national legislation relevant to situations of public
emergency with a viewto ensuring that it net the requirements of the rule of
law and that it did not involve discrimnation on the grounds of race, colour,
sex, language, religion or social origin. The Secretary-Ceneral was requested
to transmt the text of the resolution to Governnments and i ntergovernment al
and non-governnmental organi zations for their comrents on that matter for
subnmission to the Conmssion at its fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will
have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E ON 4/1997/77 and
addenda) .

Hunan rights of persons with disabilities

137. In its resolution 1996/27, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to nmake available to the Commssion at its fifty-third
session the latest report of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the
Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent on his nonitoring of the Standard Rul es on
the Equalization of oportunities for Persons with Disabilities. The
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Comm ssion will have before it a note by the Secretary-Ceneral
(E/CN 4/1997/80) transmtting the report of the Special Rapporteur on
disability of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent.

Contenporary forns of slavery

138. In its resolution 1996/61, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to examne, in cooperation with relevant United Nations
agencies, in particular the Wrld Health Organi zation, as well as the
International Oimnal Police Oganization and all relevant non-governnent al
organi zations, the reliability of allegations regarding the removal of organs
and tissues of children and adults for commercial purposes in order to enable
the Commssion at its fifty-third session to decide upon possible followup in
this matter, taking into account the recomrendati on of the Sub-Conmm ssion in
this regard. The Comm ssion will have before it a note by the
Secretary-General (E/CN 4/1997/78). The attention of the Commission is al so
drawn to paragraphs 17 to 19 of resolution 1996/12 and to resol ution 1996/ 18
adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session.

139. In the sane resolution, the Commi ssion conmended the Board of Trustees
of the Trust Fund on Contenporary Forns of Slavery for its efforts to renedy
the continuing difficult financial situation of the Fund, which is due to a
lack of contributions. The Secretary-CGeneral was invited to exam ne the
feasibility of alignment and harnoni zati on of the procedures and support
mechani sns of the Trust Fund with other existing procedures and nmechani sms and
to report on this matter to the Commssion at its fifty-third session. At the
present session, the Conmssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E CN 4/1997/76).

Traditional practices affecting the health of wonen and children

140. The attention of the Comm ssion is drawn to paragraph 7 of

resol uti on 1996/ 19, adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion at its forty-eighth session,
i n which the Sub- Commi ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to transnit the
final report of its Special Rapporteur, M. Halinma Enbarek Warzazi, to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights for exam nation. The Commission will have before
it a note by the Secretary-Ceneral (E CN 4/1997/81) transmtting the report of
the Speci al Rapporteur of the Sub-Commi ssion (E ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 6) .

Item17. R ghts of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities

141. In its resolution 49/192, the CGeneral Assenbly called upon the

Comm ssion on Human Rights to exanine, as a matter of priority, ways and neans
to pronote and protect effectively the rights of persons bel onging to
mnorities as set out in the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons Belonging to
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities.

142. Pursuant to Conm ssion resolution 1995/24, the Sub-Conm ssion
established, initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessional working
group consisting of five of its nmenbers to neet each year for five working
days, in particular to:
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(a) Revi ew the pronoti on and practical realization of the Declaration
on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li ngui stic Mnorities;

(b) Exam ne possible solutions to problens involving mnorities,
i ncl udi ng the pronotion of nutual understandi ng between and anmong mnorities
and Governnents;

(c) Recormmend further neasures, as appropriate, for the pronotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic mnorities.

143. In its resolution 1996/20, the Conm ssion requested the Sub-Conmmi ssion
to nmake avail able to the Conm ssion the annual report of the Wrking G oup.
The Secretary-Ceneral was requested to submt to the Commission at its
fifty-third session a report on the inplenmentation of that resolution. The
Comm ssion will have before it the report of the Secretary-Ceneral

(E/CN 4/1997/82) and a note by the Secretariat (E/ CN 4/1997/83) transmtting
the reports of the Working G oup on its first and second sessions

(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 2 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 28, respectively).

144, In its resolution 1996/19, entitled “Tol erance and pluralism as
indivisible elements in the pronotion and protection of human rights”, adopted
under the present agenda item the Comm ssion deci ded to consider that
question at its fifty-third session.

145. The attention of the Comm ssion is also drawn to resol ution 1996/17
adopted by the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth session, and to

draft decision 1 proposed to the Conm ssion for action, contained in chapter |
of the report of the Sub-Commission on its forty-eighth session

(E/ ON 4/1997/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

Item 18. Advi sory services in the field of human rights

146. In its resolution 1996/55, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-General to submt a report to the Commssion at its fifty-third
session containing an inventory and an anal ysis of the availability of

techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights fromall sources, both
multilateral and bilateral, and to request relevant infornmation fromsuch
sources. The Secretary-CGeneral was further requested to report annually to
the Comm ssion on the progress made in the inplenentation of the programme of
advi sory services and techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights and
on the operation and admni stration of the Voluntary Fund for Techni cal
Cooperation in the Field of Hunan Rights. The Commission will have before it
the report of the Secretary-General (E ON. 4/1997/86).

Situation of hunan rights in Canbodi a

147. In its resolution 1996/54 the Conm ssion requested the Secretary-CGeneral
to report to the Commission at its fifty-third session on the role of the
Centre for Human R ghts in assisting the Covernment and peopl e of Canbodia in
the pronotion and protection of human rights and on the reconmendati ons nade
by the Special Representative on nmatters w thin his nmandate.
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148. The Commission will have before it the report of the Speci al
Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, M. Thonas Hamrarberg (Sweden)
(E/ CN 4/1997/85) and the report of the Secretary-General (E CN 4/1997/84).
The attention of the Conmission is also drawn to the report by the Speci al
Representative submtted to the General Assenbly (A/51/453 and Add.1).

Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

149. Followi ng the resignation of M. Mhamed Charfi (Tunisia) at the end
of 1996, Ms. Mona R shmawi (Jordan) was appoi nted i ndependent expert. Inits
resol uti on 1996/ 57, the Conm ssion requested the i ndependent expert to report
to the Commssion at its fifty-third session within her nmandate. The

Conmi ssion deci ded to continue consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the present agenda item The Conmm ssion wll have
before it the report of the independent expert (E/ CN 4/1997/88).

Situation of hunman rights in Haiti

150. In its resolution 1996/58, the Conm ssion requested the independent
expert M. Adanma Dieng (Senegal) to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session on the devel opment of the human rights situation in Haiti
and on the initiation of the technical cooperation programre in the area of
human rights. The Commission will have before it the report of the

i ndependent expert (E ON 4/1997/89).

Assistance to GQuatenala in the field of human rights

151. In its resolution 1996/59, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to extend the nandate of the independent expert,

Ms. Monica Pinto (Argentina), so that she mght continue to exam ne the
situation of human rights in Quatenala, taking into account the work of the
United Nations Mssion for the Verification of Hunan R ghts in Quatenal a

(M NUGJUA), provide assistance to the Governnent in the field of human rights,
and subnmit to the Commssion at its fifty-third session a report contai ning,
anong ot her itens, an evaluation of the nmeasures taken by the CGovernnent in
accordance with the recommendations made to it. The Econom c and Soci al
Counci | approved that request in its decision 1996/270. The Conmmission wl |
have before it the report of the independent expert (E/ ON 4/1997/90). The
attention of the Commission is also drawn to decision 1996/ 106 adopted by the
Sub- Conmi ssion at its forty-eighth session.

Item19. |Inplenentation of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Intol erance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief

152. After the proclamation by the General Assenbly in 1981 of the
Declaration on the Elimnation of All Forns of Intol erance and of

Di scrimnation Based on Religion or Belief (resolution 36/55), consideration
of measures to inplenent the Declaration was taken up, at the request of the
Assenbly, by the Conmm ssion and the Sub- Conmm ssion.

153. At its forty-second session, in resolution 1986/20, the Comm ssion
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to exam ne incidents and governnent al
actions which were inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration.
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Fol l owi ng the resignation of M. D Alnmeida R beiro (Portugal) during the
forty-ninth session of the Conm ssion, M. Abdelfattah Amor (Tunisia) was
appoi nted as Speci al Rapporteur.

154, At its fifty-first session the Conm ssion, in resolution 1995/23,
decided to extend for three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.

155. At its fifty-second session, the Commssion, in its resolution 1996/ 23,
requested the Special Rapporteur to submt an interimreport to the

Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to report to the Comm ssion at
its fifty-third session. At its present session, the Conm ssion will have
before it the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1997/91 and Add.1).
(See al so para. 91 above.)

Item?20. Drafting of a declaration on the right and responsibility of
indi vidual s, groups and organs of society to pronote and protect

uni versal ly recogni zed hunan rights and fundanental freedons

156. At its fortieth session, the Commi ssion, by its decision 1984/ 116,

deci ded to establish an open-ended working group to draft a declaration on the
right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to
pronmote and protect universally recogni zed human rights and fundanent al
freedons.

157. At its fifty-second session, the Conmission had before it the report of
the Working Goup on its eleventh session (E/CN 4/1996/97). Inits

resol uti on 1996/ 81, the Commi ssion urged the working group to make every
effort to conplete its task and submt the draft declaration to the

Comm ssion. The Econom c and Social Council, in its resolution 1996/25,

aut hori zed the working group to neet for a period of one week prior to the
fifty-third session of the Commssion. The Conmmission will have before it the
report of the working group (E/ CN 4/1997/92).

Iltem?21. R ghts of the child, including

(a) Status of the Convention on the Rghts of the Child

(b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child

prostitution and child pornography

(c) Programme of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitati on of

Child Labour_;

(d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the

R ghts of the Child on the prevention of the sale of children,

child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic

neasures needed for their prevention and eradication

Draft optional protocol on the involvenent of children in arned conflicts

158. At its fiftieth session, in its resolution 1994/91, the Comm ssion on
Human R ghts decided to establish an open-ended inter-sessional working group
of the Comm ssion to el aborate, as a matter of priority, a draft optional
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protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the invol venent of
children in armed conflicts, using as one basis for its discussions the
prelimnary draft optional protocol submtted by the Coomittee on the R ghts
of the Child (E/ CN 4/1994/091).

159. At its fifty-second session, the Coonmission, in its resolution 1996/ 85,
havi ng taken note of the report of the working group on its second session
(E/ CON 4/1996/ 102), noted the progress nade and requested the group to meet for
a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the fifty-third session
of the Commi ssion to pursue its mandate. This request was endorsed by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council in its decision 1996/288. At the present session,
the Comm ssion will have before it the report of the working group on its
third session (E/ ON 4/1997/96).

Protection of children affected by arned conflicts

160. Pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly resol ution 48/157, the Secretary-Ceneral
appoi nted Ms. Gacia Sinbine Machel (Mzanbi que) as expert to undertake a
study on the situation of children affected by arned conflicts, working in
coll aboration with the Centre for Human R ghts and the United Nations
Children's Fund. The final report of the experts concerning the study on the
i npact of armed conflict on children, submtted to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session (A/51/306 and Add. 1), will be nade available to the

Conmmi ssion at its present session.

Sub-item (a) Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

161. In its resolution 1996/85, the Conm ssion requested the
Secretary-CGeneral to submt a report on the status of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child to the Commission at its fifty-third session. At the
present session, the Conmssion will have before it the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral (E/ CN 4/1997/93) and the reports of the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child onits eleventh (CRC C50), twelfth (CRC C54) and
thirteenth (CRC U 57) sessions.

Sub-item (b) Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child

prostitution and child pornography

162. At its forty-sixth session, in its resolution 1990/68, the Commi ssion
deci ded to appoint a special rapporteur to consider natters relating to the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, including the
probl em of the adoption of children for commercial purposes. Subsequently,

M. Vitit Muntarbhorn (Thail and) was appoi nted Special Rapporteur. Foll ow ng
the resignation of M. Mintarbhorn in Cctober 1994, Ms. Ofelia Cal cetas-Santos
(Phi l'i ppi nes) was appoi nted Speci al Rapporteur.

163. At its fifty-second session, the Coonmission, in its resolution 1996/ 85,
requested the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special Rapporteur with all
necessary human and financi al assistance, fromw thin existing resources, to
nmake the full discharge of the nmandate possible and to enable her to submt an
interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and a report
to the Commssion at its fifty-third session. At its present session, the
Conmmi ssion will have before it the report of the Special Rapporteur
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(E/CN 4/1997/95 and Add. 1-2). The attention of the Commission is al so drawn
to paragraphs 10 to 13 of resolution 1996/12 adopted by the Sub-Conm ssion at
its forty-eighth session.

Sub-item (c) Programre of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitation of

Chi | d Labour

164. At its forty-ninth session, the Commission, in its resolution 1993/79,
adopted the Programme of Action for the Elimnation of the Exploitation of
Child Labour. The GComm ssion requested the Sub-Commission to subnit to the
Conmi ssion every two years a progress report on the inplementation of the
Programe of Action by all States and decided to consider the question of the
i npl enentation of the Programme of Action every two years.

165. At its present session, the Commission will have before it a note by the
Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1997/94) transnitting the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral submtted to the Sub-Conmission at its forty-eighth session
(E/ CN 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 25 and Add. 1), containing the replies of States concerning
the inpl ementation of the Programmre of Action.

Sub-item (d) Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the

R ghts of the Child on the prevention of the sale of children,

child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic

neasures needed for their prevention and eradication

166. At its fiftieth session, inits resolution 1994/90, and in followup to
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 156, the Conm ssion decided to establish an
open-ended i nter-sessional working group of the Conmm ssion on Hunman Rights
responsi ble for elaborating, as a matter of priority and in cl ose cooperation
with the Special Rapporteur and the Committee on the R ghts of the Child,
guidelines for a possible draft optional protocol on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the basic neasures
required for their prevention and eradication.

167. At its fifty-first session, inits resolution 1995/78, the Conmi ssion
deci ded that the working group should el aborate, as a matter of priority and
in close cooperation with the Special Rapporteur and the Commttee on the
Rights of the Child, and on the basis of the guidelines contained in annex |
of its report (E/ ON 4/1995/95), a draft optional protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy.

168. At its fifty-second session, the Conm ssion considered the report on the
second session of the working group (E/ ON. 4/1996/101) and, inits

resol uti on 1996/ 85, noted the progress nmade by the working group. The

Conmi ssion al so requested the working group to neet for a period of two weeks,
or less if possible, prior to the fifty-third session of the Conmssion to
pursue its nmandate, with a viewto finalizing the draft optional protocol. At
the present session, the Commssion will have before it the report of the
working group on its third session (E/ CN 4/1997/97).
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Item 22. Followup to the Wirld Conference on Hunan R ghts

169. In its resolution 1996/78, the Comm ssion on Human R ghts requested the
H gh Commi ssioner for Human R ghts to continue to report on the measures taken
and the progress achieved in the conprehensive inplenentation of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Progranme of Action. The Commission will have before it the
report of the H gh Conm ssioner (E/CN 4/1997/98). (See also paras. 18 and 19
above.)

170. The Commission will also have before it a note by the H gh Comm ssi oner
transmtting the report of the meeting of special rapporteurs/representatives/
experts and chairpersons of working groups of the special procedures of the
Comm ssion on Human Rights and of the advisory services programe, held in
Ceneva from 28 to 30 May 1996 (E/ CN 4/1997/3).

171. The attention of the Commission is also drawn to its resol uti on 1996/ 83,
adopted at its fifty-second session under this agenda item

Item23. The question of conscientious objection to mlitary service

172. At its fifty-first session, the Commssion, in its resolution 1995/83,
requested the Secretary-CGeneral to transmt the text of that resolution to all
States Menbers of the United Nations and to include the right of conscientious
objection to mlitary service in the public information activities of the
United Nations, including the United Nations Decade for Human R ghts

Educati on. The Secretary-Ceneral was al so requested to submt to the

Commi ssion at its fifty-third session an update of the information provided in
the annexes to the report by M. Asbjegrn Eide and M. Chama Mibanga- Chi poya,
entitled Conscientious bjection to Mlitary Service (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.85.XIV.1), submtted to the Sub-Conm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at its thirty-sixth
session, taking into account infornation from Governnments and non- gover nirent al
organi zations and any further infornation available to him The Conm ssion
decided to consider this matter further at its fifty-third session under an
agenda itemwith a newtitle: “The question of conscientious objection to
mlitary service”. The Commission will have before it the report of the
Secretary-General prepared pursuant to that resolution (E CN 4/1997/99).

Item 24. 1ndi genous issues

173. In its decision 1996/ 102, the Conm ssion on Human R ghts decided to add
a new agenda item entitled “Indigenous issues”, to its provisional agenda.

174. In its resolution 1995/32, the Conm ssion decided to establish an
open-ended i nter-sessional working group of the Commission with the sole
purpose of elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in
t he annex to Sub-Commi ssion resolution 1994/45, entitled “draft United Nations
declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”. In its resolution 1996/ 38,

t he Comm ssi on recomrended that the working group neet for 10 working days and
subnmit a progress report to the Commission at its fifty-third session. The
Econom ¢ and Social Council approved that decision in its resolution 1996/ 23.
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The Working Goup met from21 CQctober to 1 Novenber 1996. The Conm ssion will
have before it the report of the Wrking Goup on its second session
(E/ CN. 4/1997/ 102) .

175. The Ceneral Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993,
procl aimed the International Decade of the Wrld' s |ndigenous Peopl e
comrenci ng on 10 Decenber 1994. In its resolution 50/157, the

Ceneral Assenbly adopted the Progranme of Activities for the International
Decade of the Wirld' s Indi genous People as contained in the annex to the
resolution and requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report on progress nade at
the national, regional and international |evels to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session (see A/51/499). The Comm ssion on Human R ghts, inits
resol ution 1996/39, invited the H gh Conm ssioner for Human R ghts to report
toit at its fifty-third session. The Comm ssion will have before it the
report of the H gh Conm ssioner (E/ CN 4/1997/101).

176. The Commission on Human Rights, in its resolution 1996/41, requested the
Wrking Group on I ndigenous Popul ations at its fourteenth session to give
priority consideration to the possible establishnent of a permanent forumfor

i ndi genous peopl e and to report, through the Sub-Conmm ssion, to the Comm ssion
at its fifty-third session. It also requested the Secretary-Ceneral to
provide the Conmission with a report on the activities undertaken and
information received in pursuance of the resolution. The Comm ssion will have
before it the report of the Wrking Goup (E/ ON 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 21) and the
report of the Secretary-General on the possible establishnent of a pernmanent
forumin the United Nations for indigenous people (E/ CN 4/1997/100).

177. At its forty-eighth session, the Sub-Conm ssion adopted

resol uti ons 1996/ 31 (Discrin nation agai nst indi genous peopl es), 1996/ 32
(United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Popul ati ons and Vol untary Fund
for the International Decade of the Wrld' s |ndigenous People), 1996/ 34
(I'nternational Decade of the Wrld s Indigenous People), 1996/35 (Pernanent
forumin the United Nations for indigenous people), 1996/ 36 (Religious freedom
of indigenous peopl es), 1996/ 37 (Protection of the heritage of indigenous

peopl €) and 1996/ 38 (Study on indigenous |and rights), and decision 1996/118
(Study on treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between
States and i ndi genous popul ations).

178. The attention of the Commssion is also drawn to draft decisions 7, 8,
9, 10, 11 and 12 relating to indigenous issues, recommended to the Conmm ssion
for action, contained in chapter I of the report of the Sub-Conm ssion on its
forty-eighth session (E CN 4/1997/2-E ON. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41) .

Item?25. Draft provisional agenda for the fifty-fourth session of the
Commi ssi on_

179. Rule 9 of the rules of procedure of the functional comm ssions of the
Econom ¢ and Social Council provides that, at each session of the Conm ssion,
the Secretary-CGeneral shall submt a draft provisional agenda for the

Conmi ssion' s subsequent session, indicating in respect of each agenda itemthe
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docunents to be submtted under that itemand the |egislative authority for
their preparation, in order to enable the Conm ssion to consider the docunents
fromthe point of view of their contribution to its work and of their urgency
and relevance in the light of the current situation.

180. The Commission will have before it, before the conclusion of the
fifty-third session, a note for its consideration containing a draft

provi sional agenda for its fifty-fourth session, together with information
concerning the correspondi ng documentati on (E/ CN 4/1997/L.1).

ltem26. Report to the Econom c and Social Council on the fifty-third session

of the Commi ssion

181. Rule 37 of the rules of procedure provides that the Conmi ssion shal
submt to the Council a report, which shall nornmally not exceed 32 pages, on
the work of each session containing a concise sunmary of recommendations and a
statenent of issues requiring action by the Council. It shall as far as
practicable frame its recomrendations and resolutions in the formof drafts
for approval by the Council.



E/ ON 4/1997/ 1/ Add. 1
page 42

Annex.

LI ST OF THEMATI C AND COUNTRY SPEC FI C PROCEDURES OF THE
COWM SSI ON ON HUVAN RI GHTS ( PREPARED | N ACCORDANCE W TH

Country specific procedures

Af ghani st an

Bur undi

Cuba

Equatori al Qui nea

Iraq

Iran (Islamc Republic of)

Myannmar

Pal estinian territories
occupi ed since 1967

Rwanda

Sudan

Territory of the former
Yugosl avi a

Zaire

Thenati c procedures

Cont enporary forns of
racism racial
di scrimnation and
xenophobi a

Extrajudicial, sunmmary or

arbitrary executions

COWM SSI ON RESCLUTI ON 1996/ 46)

M. Choong- Hyun Pai k
(Republic of Korea)

M. Paol o Pinheiro
(Brazil)

M. Carl J. Goth
( Sweden)

M. A e andro Artucio
(Uruguay)

M. ©Max van der Stoel
(Net her | ands)

M. Maurice Copithorne
(Canada)

M. Raj sooner Lallah
(Mauritius)

M. Hannu Halinen
(Fi nl and)

M. René Dégni - Segui
(Cote d' Ivoire)

M. Gaspar Biro
(Hungary)

Ms. Hisabeth Rehn
(Fi nl and)

M. Roberto Garretoén
(Chile)

M. Maurice
A &l e- Ahanhanzo
(Beni n)

M. Bacre N diaye
(Senegal )

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al
of the

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Representati ve

Secr et ary- Gener al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur



Freedom of opi ni on and
expression

I ndependence of judges
and | awyers

Internal ly displaced
per sons

Mer cenari es

Rel i gi ous intol erance

Sale of children, child
prostitution and child
por nogr aphy

Speci al process dealing
wi th m ssing persons
in the former Yugoslavia

Torture and ot her cruel,
i nhuman or degradi ng
treatment or puni shnent

Toxi ¢ wast es

Vi ol ence agai nst worren,
its causes and
consequences

Wrking Goup on Arbitrary
Det enti on

Wr ki ng G oup on Enforced

or Involuntary
Di sappear ances

Techni cal

M. Abid Hussain
(I'ndi a)

M. Param Qunmar aswany
(Mal aysi a)

M. Francis Deng
(Sudan)

M. Bernal es Bal |l esteros
(Peru)

M. Abdel fattah Anor
(Tuni si a)

Ms. (felia Cal cetas-Santos
(Phi l'i ppi nes)

M. Manfred Nowak
(Austria)

M. N gel Rodley
(Uni ted Ki ngdom of
QGeat Britain and
Nort hern Irel and)

Ms. Fatnma Zohra Ksentini
(Al geria)

Ms. Radhi ka Coomnar aswany
(Sri Lanka)

(Chai r man:
M. Louis Joinet (France))

(Chai r man:

M. lvan Tosevski (The
former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedoni a))

cooperation progranmre

Canbodi a

Quat enal a

M . Thomas Hanmmar ber g
( Sweden)

Ms. Mdnica Pinto
(Argentina)
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Speci al

Speci al

Expert

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al

Speci al
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Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Rapport eur

Representati ve
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| ndependent expert
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Hai ti

Sonal i a

"1503 procedure

Arnmeni a/ Azer bai j an

Chad

M. Adanma D eng
(Senegal )

Ms. Mona R shnawi
(Jor dan)

M. Hugh Tenpl et on
(New Zeal and)

Ms. N Douré MBamD arra
(Mali)

| ndependent

| ndependent

| ndependent

| ndependent

expert

expert

expert

expert



