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Report of the Secretary-CGeneral

| nt roduction

1. In paragraph 22 of its resolution 1996/22, entitled "Effective

i npl enentation of international instruments on human rights, including
reporting obligations under international instruments on human rights", the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report to it at
its fifty-third session on neasures taken to inplenent the resolution and on
obstacles to its inplementation. The present report has been prepared in
accordance with that request.

. 1SSUES DEALT WTH BY RESCLUTI ON 1996/ 22 REQU R NG
ACTI ON BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OR THE
H GH GCOW SSI ONER FOR HUVAN RI GHTS

A Financi ng and adequate staff and infornation
resources for the operation of the hunan
rights treaty bodies (para. 2 of
resol ution 1996/ 22)

2. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts enphasi zed the need to ensure financi ng
and adequate staff and infornation resources for the operations of the hunan
rights treaty bodies, and with that in mnd: (a) reiterated its request that
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the Secretary-CGeneral provide adequate resources in respect of each treaty
body; and (b) called upon the Secretary-CGeneral to nake the most efficient use
of existing resources and to seek the resources necessary to give the treaty
bodi es adequat e adm ni strative support, access to technical expertise and
access to appropri ate databases and on-1ine informati on services.

3. In this connection, the attention of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights is
drawn to the relevant information contained in Section I.A of the report of
the Secretary-Ceneral to the General Assenbly on this matter (A 51/425).

4, In addition, it nay be noted that the new nanagenment structure based on
t hree managenent units, which was referred to in the Secretary-Ceneral's
report, was put in place as from30 Septenber 1996. Al Secretariat
activities supporting the treaty bodi es and the Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts as
wel | as the Sub-Commi ssion on the Prevention of D scrimnation and Protection
of Mnorities and rel ated working groups were grouped in Managenent Unit I
(Support Services Branch). One of the purposes of the restructuring is to

i ncrease cooperation between the different parts of the human rights programme
and to arrive at a nore rational use of personnel resources which have been
consi derably reduced for each and every sector of the Secretariat under the
budget of the United Nations for the bienni um 1996-1997.

5. It may be noted also that the full-text information retrieval and

dat abase systeminitially devel oped for the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child has recently been expanded and rmade operati onal with respect to other
human rights treaties even though not all the data entry and downl oadi ng of
full-text docunents have been conpleted. In addition, office space with
appropriate el ectronic equi pment has been nade available within the Centre for
Human R ghts to treaty body experts as from Novenber 1996.

B. Notifications of the acceptance of the anendnents approved
by the States parties and the General Assenbly in respect
of the International Convention on the Eimnation of Al
Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention agai nst
Torture and G her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shnent (para. 4 of resolution 1996/ 22)

6. It may be recalled that, in accordance with the anmendnents adopted by
the States parties to the Internati onal Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Fornms of Racial D scrimnation and to the Convention against Torture and C her
Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatment or Puni shrment, as endorsed by the
General Assenbly in its resolution 47/11 of 16 Decenber 1992, the activities
of the Committee on the Elimnation of Racial D scrinmnation and the Commttee
agai nst Torture have been financed under the regul ar budget of the

United Nations since January 1994.

7. As at 1 Decenber 1996, 20 States parties of the 86 required for the
entry into force of the amendnent to the Internati onal Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation and 20 States parties of the
45 required for the entry into force of the amendnent to the Convention

agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhurman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent
had notified the Secretary-Ceneral that they had accepted the anmendnents.
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C Final version of the interimreport (A CONF. 157/ PC 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1)
on possible |ong-term approaches to enhancing the effective
operation of the treaty system (para. 8 of resolution 1996/ 22)

8. The Commi ssion on Human R ghts requested the United Nations H gh

Comm ssioner for Human Rights to encourage M. Philip A ston, the expert
appoi nted to undertake the study, to finalize his interimreport in time for
the final report to be considered by the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session. In Novenber 1996, M. Al ston indicated that the fina
report would be submtted in accordance with the Comm ssion's request.

D. Revi sed version of the Manual on Human R ghts Reporting
(para. 9 of resolution 1996/ 22)

9. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts requested the H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights to ensure, fromw thin existing resources, that the revised
United Nations Mnual on Human Rights Reporting is available in all official

| anguages at the earliest opportunity and that due regard is paid to the
recomrendat i ons concerning the Manual made by the 5th neeting of the persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodi es.

10. Action has been taken to revise the Manual on Human Rights Reporting and
to include in the revised version a chapter on the Convention on the R ghts of

the Child, as requested by the persons chairing the human rights treaty

bodi es. Treaty body experts have been consulted with respect to the revision

of the Mnual .

11. The revi sion and updating of the Manual  have been undertaken by the H gh
Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights in collaboration with the Internationa
Training Centre of the International Labour Organization in Turin, Italy. The
Manual has been devel oped into a training package conposed of four distinctive
elements: the Mnual , a trainer's guide and its annexes, including training
tools, and a pocket guide for participants in training courses. The revised
Manual is scheduled to be published in 1997

E. Provi sion of advisory services and technical assistance
to help States parties to conply with their obligations
under human rights instrunents at the request of the
States concerned (para. 15 (b) of resolution 1996/ 22)

12. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts requested the H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights to continue to provide advisory services and techni cal assistance at
the request of the States concerned, and whenever possible in cooperation with
ot her rel evant agenci es.

13. It may be noted in this connection that the chairpersons of the hunan
rights treaty bodies at their 7th nmeeting, held from16 to 20 Septenber 1996
recommrended that treaty bodi es be as specific as possible in elaborating
concl udi ng observations on State party reports involving recomrendations for
techni cal assistance to be nade avail able by the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for
Human R ghts to the State concerned
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14. Recent activities of the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts in
the field of technical assistance to States as a followup of human rights
treaty bodi es' recomrendations included: (a) a needs assessnent mssion to
Viet Namin March 1996 to inplenment the recommendations made by the Committee
on the Rights of the Child with regard, in particular, to training of |aw
enforcenent personnel; (b) a needs assessnent mission to the Philippines in
July 1996, which was al so based on the recomrendati ons of the Conmttee on the
Rights of the Child, and which focused on a project on the adm nistration of
juvenile justice. Qher projects of technical assistance such as those

el aborated for Cuatenal a, Madagascar, Mauritius and Morocco, at the request of
their respective Governnments, deal with a wi de range of human rights and are
devel oped taki ng i nto account specific reconmendati ons nade by hunan rights
treaty bodies. It may be noted, in this regard, that the H gh

Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights is el aborating guidelines which shoul d
facilitate the integration of economc, social and cultural rights intoits
proposed projects of technical assistance.

15. Furthernore, a regional course specifically aimed at training gover nnent
officials fromLatin Arerican States in the reporting obligations and the
treaty systemwas held in Mar del Plato, Argentina, from4 to 8 Novenber 1996.
Participants from16 States attended the course. A simlar training course
was organi zed at the ILO International Training Centre, from4 to

22 Novenber 1996. The training course was addressed to government officials
from States whose reports under the various international hunman rights

i nstruments were considerably overdue. Participants from19 States attended
the course. This course was the third of its kind organized at the Training
Centre.

F. D ssenm nation of basic docunentation of human rights
treaty bodies (para. 16 of resolution 1996/ 22)

16. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts requested the H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights to endeavour to ensure that recent reports and the summary records of
conm ttee discussions pertaining to them as well as concl udi ng observations
and final comrents of the treaty bodies, continue to be made available in

the United Nations information centres in the countries submtting those
reports. A procedure has been put in place in cooperation with the Depart nment
of Public Information to ensure that docunents relating to the consideration
by human rights treaty bodies of State party reports are nade available in
the United Nations information centres in the countries concerned. In

addi tion, those docunents are being nade avail able on the website of the

H gh Commi ssioner/ Centre for Hunman Rights on the Internet (VWWWUNHCHR CH).

G Consultations of the United Nations H gh Conm Ssioner
for Human R ghts with hunman rights treaty bodi es
(para. 18 of resol ution 1996/ 22)

17. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts invited the H gh Conm ssioner to consult
the human rights treaty bodies with regard to his efforts to pronote
cooperation with regional intergovernmental organizations for the pronotion
and protection of human rights.



E/ ON 4/ 1997/ 73
page 5

18. The H gh Conmi ssioner regularly inforns the human rights treaty bodies
about national, regional and subregi onal workshops, training courses and

sem nars organi zed by the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights for

i nterested governnment officials on the inplenentation of international human
rights instruments. Treaty body experts are usually invited to participate in
those events as resource persons. Additionally, the H gh Conmissioner invites
regi onal intergovernnental organizations to be represented at the neeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies.

19. At present, the secretariat of the European Commi ssion on Human R ghts
provi des the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights regularly with
information on its case law. In addition, the databases of the European
Conmi ssion on Human Rights, the European Court of Human Rights and the
Commttee of Mnisters of the Council of Europe are accessible to the H gh
Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights on a trial basis.

H Coordi nati on and consultation by the United Nations
H gh Commi ssioner for Hunman R ghts on neasures
that may be taken by hunman rights treaty bodies in
response to situations of nassive hunman rights
violations (para. 21 of resolution 1996/ 22)

20. The Comm ssion on Human R ghts requested the H gh Conm ssioner to
coordi nate and consult throughout the United Nations systemin regard to
nmeasures that may be taken by hunman rights treaty bodies in response to
situations of nassive human rights violations

21. It may be recalled that the question of measures that treaty bodi es nay
take in response to situations of nassive human rights violations and the
coordi nation of action with other United Nations organs and bodies in that
regard was at the heart of a neeting between the Secretary-CGeneral and the
persons chairing human rights treaty bodi es which was held at United Nations
Headquarters on 19 June 1995 with the participation of the H gh Conm ssi oner.

22. At their 6th neeting, in Septenber 1995, the chairpersons recomrended
that treaty bodies increasingly consult United Nations organs and bodi es,

i ncl udi ng special rapporteurs of the Conm ssion on Human R ghts and the
Sub- Conmi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
exchange information and utilize existing expertise in order to detect and
respond appropriately to situati ons of nmassive violations of human rights.

23. Those recommendati ons were brought to the attention of the third neeting
of special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and chairpersons of
wor ki ng groups of the special procedures of the Conmm ssion on Hunan R ghts

and of the Advisory Services Programme in May 1996. In this connecti on,
Ms. AKil a Bel enbaogo, the Chairperson of the 6th neeting of persons chairing
human rights treaty bodi es, addressed the participants. 1In turn,

M. Bacre W N diaye, chairperson of the 3rd neeting of special rapporteurs
representatives, experts, and chairpersons of working groups of the special
procedures of the Conmm ssion on Human R ghts and the Advisory Services
Programe addressed the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodi es at
their 7th nmeeting in Septenber 1996. It was generally agreed that cooperation
bet ween the special procedures systemand the treaty bodi es shoul d be
strengthened in cases that call for the sending of urgent action appeals.



