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Report of the Secretary-Genera

Requests by the Conm ssion and Sub- Commi ssi on

1. In its resolution 1996/ 61 adopted on 23 April 1996, the Commr ssion on
Human Ri ghts requested the Secretary-General to transmt to all Governments
its appeal for contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on
Cont enporary Forms of Slavery and conmended the Board of Trustees for its
efforts to remedy the continuing difficult financial situation of the Fund,
whi ch was due to a lack of contributions. The Comm ssion invited the
Secretary-General to exanine the feasibility of alignnment and harnoni zati on of
the procedures and support nechani sns of the Fund with other existing
procedures and nechanisns and to report on this matter to the Commi ssion at
its fifty-third session.

2. In its previous resolution, 1995/27 of 3 March 1995, the Conmm ssion had
expressed regret that as a result of the financial situation of the Fund,
owing to a lack of contributions, the Board of Trustees had only been able to
meet once since it was appointed by the Secretary-General in 1993 and appeal ed
to all Governments, organizations and individuals in a position to do so to
respond favourably to requests for contributions to the Fund, if possible on a
regul ar basis. The Commi ssion commended the Board of Trustees on its concern
about the limted assets of the Fund, denpbnstrated by its judicious nmeasures
to minimze adm nistrative expenses. |t encouraged the Sub-Conm ssion to
conti nue considering the devel opnent of systematic fund-raising nmethods and to
recommend a set of neasures, including that already proposed, to pronote

i ncreased contri butions.
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3. In its resolution 1996/18 of 29 August 1996, the Sub- Commi ssion
suggested that the Secretary-Ceneral consider entrusting the mandate of the
Board of Trustees to the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forms of Slavery,
having regard to the difficulties nentioned above and with a view to greater
efficiency and reduction in operating expenses. The Sub-Conm ssion al so
invited a representative of the Fund to participate in the Wrking G oup at
its twenty-second session. Additionally, it urged all Governments,
governnental and non-governnental organizations, private institutions and

i ndi vidual s to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the Fund.

4, In view of the fact that reconmendati ons by the Board and deci sions by
the Secretary-Ceneral have to be nmade well in advance of the neeting of the
Wor ki ng Group on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery so that selected
representatives of non-governnental organizations or victins of contenporary
forms of slavery can participate in the neeting of the Wrking Goup, a
transfer of the nandate of the Board to the Wrking G oup woul d not have
proved feasible

5. In its previous resolution, 1995/15 of 18 August 1995, the
Sub- Commi ssi on had requested the Secretary-General to publicize the
establ i shment and function of the Fund so as to increase general awareness of

its existence. It also requested the Secretary-General to study ways and
means to draw the attention of potential donors - both public and private - to
the inportant role played by the Fund. It recomended that, in order to

better reflect the ains of the Fund, the Board of Trustees consider renam ng
t he Fund.

Board of Trustees of the Fund: sessions, reports and renewal of the
menbershi p

6. The first and second sessions of the Board of Trustees were held at
Geneva from 22 to 26 March 1993 and from 28 August to 1 Septenber 1995,
respectively. The reports of the sessions are contained in docunents

E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 85 and E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 86

7. On 9 Decenber 1996, the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights sent a letter
to the outgoing nenbers, Ms. Eugenia Zanora Chavarria and M. M chel Bonnet,
to thank them for their excellent contribution to the work of the Board of
Trust ees.

8. The Hi gh Commi ssioner also sent a letter to the new nmenbers of the Board
of Trustees and to the nenbers whose nmandate has been extended. The High
Conmi ssi oner indicated that, in accordance with CGeneral Assenbly

resolution 46/122 and paragraph 3 of Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1992/46, after consultations with M. loan Maxi m the Chairman of
the forty-third session of the Sub-Conm ssion, the Secretary-Ceneral had
appoi nted M. José de Souza Martins (Brazil) and Ms. Leslie Roberts
(United Kingdom) to replace Ms. Zanmpra Chavarria and M. Bonnet upon their
resi gnati on and extended the nandates of M. Swam Agnivesh (India),

M. Chei kh Saad-Bouh Kamara (Mauritania) and Ms. Tatiana Matveeva (Russian
Feder ati on).
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9. The Board of Trustees is therefore currently conposed of the
following five nenbers for a three-year term (until 31 Decenber 1998):
M. Agnivesh, Ms. Matveeva, Ms. Roberts, M. Kamara and M. Martins.

10. The Hi gh Commi ssioner inforned the nenbers that the next session of the
Board is scheduled from 17 to 21 March 1997 and that the Sub-Conm ssion had
invited a representative of the Fund to participate in the Wrking G oup on
Cont enporary Fornms of Slavery at its next session from2 to 11 June 1997.

Appeal for contributions

11. On 10 Decenber 1996, the Hi gh Conm ssioner sent a letter drawing the
attention of Governments to the appeal by the Comm ssion on Human Rights for
contributions to the Fund, with a brief note describing the mandate, relevant
resolutions and reports, provisions for the adm nistration and managenent of

t he Fund, the conposition of the Board of Trustees and the |imted amunt of
nmoney avail able for grants. The note was intended to publicize the
establ i shnment and functions of the Fund so as to increase general awareness of
its existence anpbng CGovernnents. The note will also be used to inform donors,
both public and private. 1In the sanme letter, the H gh Comm ssioner asked
contributions to be paid, if possible, on an annual basis and prior to the
meeting of the Board of Trustees - if possible by the end of February 1997 -
indicating that early contributions would allow the Board to allocate funds at
t he very begi nning of the year.

Managenent of the Fund and Board. Alignnent and harnpni zati on

12. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner also sent to the nenbers of the Board a letter
expl ai ning the process of restructuring of the Hi gh Conm ssioner/Centre for
Human Rights. In this context, on 30 Septenber 1996, a provisional team was
established to nmanage five United Nations trust and voluntary funds in the
field of human rights, specifically dealing with torture, indigenous peopl e,
slavery and racial discrimnation. Therefore, all matters regarding the
United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contenporary Forms of Slavery have been
studied and carried out in line with those of the other trust funds in the
field of human rights, keeping also in mnd the above-nentioned invitation by
t he Comm ssion on Hunan Rights to align and harnoni ze the procedures and
support mechani sms of the Trust Fund with other existing procedures and
mechani sns.

Contri butions received. Bal ance avail able for grants

13. The Fund has received contributions fromChile (US$ 2,500), Kuwait

(US$ 12,000), Morocco (US$ 2,316), the Netherlands (US$ 27,000) and
Switzerland (US$ 15, 152) (8 Decenber 1994), as well as froman NGO, Action for
Chil dren Canpai gn (US$ 100), and a private person, Dr. Francal anci Buscion
(US$ 500) (28 Septenmber 1994). According to information available at the High
Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights, it is estimated that the anmount

avail able for grants in 1997, US$ 27,524, m ght not be sufficient to allow the
Board to nmake recommendations for travel grants to allow a few representatives
of NGGCs working in the field of contenporary fornms of slavery to participate
in the Wrking Goup's session in May 1997, and/or to reconmend a few ot her
grants for NGO programmes to be devel oped in 1997.
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How to contribute to the Fund:

Contributions to the Fund can be nmade by paynment to:
The United Nations Ceneva General Fund
c/ o Swi ss Bank Corporation
(Soci ét é de banque sui sse, SBS)
P. O Box 2770 CH 1211 Ceneva 2
- in $US, Acc. CO - 590 - 160.1
- in CHF, Acc. CO- 590 - 160.0

Pl ease nenti on:

“for the UN Vol untary Fund on Contenporary Fornms of Slavery
Account S H B”

Contributions can al so be nade by check to the United Nations Cashier's Ofice

or

United Nations, New York, NY 10017, United States of Anerica,

United Nations, Palais des Nations, CH - 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerl and.

Pl ease nmention paynent to the order of the “United Nations”



