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QUESTI ON OF THE REALI ZATION I N ALL COUNTRI ES OF THE

ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS CONTAI NED | N THE

UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND I N THE

| NTERNATI ONAL COVENANT ON ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL

RI GHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECI AL PROBLEMS WHI CH THE

DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES FACE | N THEI R EFFORTS TO ACHI EVE
THESE HUMAN RI GHTS

Deci sions adopted by the Committee on Econonic, Social
and Cultural Rights at its fifteenth session

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral

1. In accordance with Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1988/4 and a
deci sion taken by the Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights at its
fifteenth session, the Secretary-General has the honour to bring to the
attention of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts rel evant decisi ons adopted by the
Committee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights at its fifteenth session,

hel d from 18 Novenber to 6 Decenber 1996.
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Programme of action for the Comrmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights takes note of the
various formal and informal discussions that have been held in relation to the
preparation of a progranme of action for the Cormittee. It recognizes the
i nportance of adopting a conprehensive programme to be forwarded to the High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights and to be considered by all of the rel evant
bodies within the human rights domain. It authorizes its Chairperson to draw
up such a programme of action, taking full account of its discussions at
successi ve sessions and enconpassing the full range of neasures that woul d be
necessary to ensure that adequate attention is given to the commtment to
pronote respect for the International Covenant on Econom ¢, Social and
Cultural Rights and for the central role to be played in that regard by the
Committee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights. It decides that the
programe of action should be conpleted i Mmediately after its fifteenth
session and included in its report to the Econonm ¢ and Soci al Counci |

Speci al rapporteur on economc, social and cultural rights

The Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights recomrends that
the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session should give
consideration to the appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur on econom c, socia
and cultural rights. The Conmttee notes that while there is a | arge nunber
of thematic and rel ated nechani snms dealing with different aspects of civil and
political rights, there is none dealing solely with the econonic, social and
cultural rights recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and
the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, despite
t he recogni zed i nterdependence, indivisibility and interrel atedness of the two
sets of rights.

Draft optional protocol to the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
Cultural Rights

The Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights devoted severa
nmeetings at its fifteenth session to consideration of a further report
prepared at its request by M. Philip Al ston on the proposed draft optiona
protocol to the Covenant. At its 55th neeting, it adopted its final report on
this issue to be sent to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third
sessi on.

Draft guidelines on structural adjustnent

The Committee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights takes note of the
report presented to it by three of its nmenbers - M. Ceausu, M. Gissa and
M. Marchan Romero - in relation to the request to the Commttee by the
Commi ssi on on Human Rights to conment on the proposal to draft guidelines
relating to structural adjustment. It requests its Chairperson to forward
those views to the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts.



