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. ANNUAL REPORTS

1. In conformity with the arrangenents adopted by the General Assenbly for
t he managenent of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture,
the Secretary-General draws up an annual report to the General Assenbly and,
if necessary, the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, indicating the funds avail abl e,
pl edges made and contribution received, together with disbursements fromthe
Fund (resolution 36/151 and docunment A/ 36/540).

2. At its fifty-second session, in resolution 1996/33 of 19 April 1996 the
Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts requested the Secretary-General to continue to keep
it informed of the operations of the Fund on an annual basis. The
Secretary-General draws the Commission's attention to his annual report on the
Fund, submtted to the General Assenmbly at its fifty-first session (A/51/465),
which is available to the Conm ssion, and is supplemented by this report.

1. SOURCES OF FI NANCI NG

Gover nnent pl edges

3. The pl edges nmentioned in docunment A/ 51/465 as outstanding on
15 September 1996 had not been paid by 15 Novenber 1996.

4, Every year, States participating in the United Nations Pl edging
Conference for Devel opnment Activities receive docunentation on the Fund and
are invited to make pl edges in advance. The pledges are duly recorded and the
pl edging States notified. At the npst recent Conference, held in New York on
4 and 5 Novenber 1996, the follow ng States nmade pl edges to the Fund:

State Contribution (US$) Mbst recent contribution Year
Al geria 5 000 5 000 1996
Cer many 131 579 121 621 1996
Austria 20 000 20 000 1996
Chile 10 000 3 000 1995
Cypr us 1 075 500 1995
G eece 10 300 10 300 1996
I cel and 5 952 5 634 1995
Li echtenstein 8 000 5 691 1996
Luxembourg 12 780 9 490 1996
Monaco 11 741 16 280 1996
Republ i ¢ of 20 000 10 000 1996
Kor ea

Holy See 1 000 1 000 1988
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Contributions received from Governnents

5. The foll owing new contri butions have been recorded since docunent
A/ 51/ 465 was drafted on 15 Septenber 1996

State Amount ((US$) Dat e No. of previous contributions
Austria 20 000 18 Sept enmber 1996 12

Bel gi um 48 076 3 Cctober 1996 6

Kenya 1 000 15 Novenber 1996 4

6. Governnments wi shing to contribute to the Fund are invited to do so

before the next session of the Board of Trustees which is due to he held from
22 to 30 May 1997. Any contribution received after that date will be recorded
in the accounts for 1998. 1In Novenber 1996 the Hi gh Comm ssioner will send a
letter to the permanent missions of all States inviting them as recomended
by the Ceneral Assenbly and the Conmi ssion, to contribute regularly to the
Fund or, if possible, substantially to increase their contributions.

Contributions fromprivate individuals

7. A regular contributor to the Fund, Ms. Rita Maran, of Berkeley,
United States, paid a sumof US$ 25 on 10 Cctober 1996.

8. I nterested Governnents, organi zations, foundations, enterprises and
i ndi viduals may pay their contributions into one of the follow ng accounts,
speci fying “payee: United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victinms for Torture”

“UN Geneva Ceneral Fund”, Société de Banque Suisse, B.P. 2770, CH 1211
Geneve 2

Account No. CO.590.160.1 in United States dollars, or CO 590.160.0 in
Swi ss francs;

Chemi cal Bank, United Nations Headquarters, New York, N.Y. 10017,
United States

Account No. 015-004473 in United States doll ars.

9. A receipt will be issued for every contribution paid and the
contribution will be mentioned in an addendumto this report if it reaches the
secretariat by April 1997. After that date, it will appear in the next report
to the General Assenbly.
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I11. GRANTS PAID

10. Since the report to the General Assenbly was prepared on

15 Septenber 1996, seven grants, anpunting to US$ 100, 000 have been paid to
organi zations in respect of progranmes selected by the Board of Trustees at
its May 1996 session (see A/51/465, table in para. 26). The paynments had
remai ned i n abeyance pendi ng subm ssion by the organizations of satisfactory
descriptive or financial reports or additional information requested by the
Fund's Board or secretariat.

11. Each year, the Board recommends that the sum of US$ 100, 000 shoul d be
earmar ked for special allocation between its sessions, in order to provide
energency grants to progranmmes threatened with suspension through | ack of
funds or to individual victins of torture for whom no organi zati on can assune
responsi bility.

12. Since the previous session of the Board, it has been possible to nake
two emergency grants fromthis special-allocation account. One of them

(US$ 10,000) was paid the Organization, Am gos de |os Sobrevivientes, which
provi des nedi cal, psychol ogical and social assistance to torture victinms from
Latin Anerica and was experiencing a serious financial crisis. The other
grant (US$ 1,500) was used to provide nmedical treatment for a torture victim
froman African country where no suitable assistance is available. This
person was evacuated to France and treated in a specialized centre.

I'V. NEEDS ASSESSMENT

13. In its resolution 1996/33, the Conmi ssion called upon the Board of
Trustees of the Fund to report to it at its fifty-third session and present an
updat ed assessnent of the gl obal need for rehabilitation services for torture
victinms and any need for international funding in that respect. The Board

wi shes to informthe Commi ssion that at present it does not possess the neans
of realistically assessing the needs for assistance to torture victinms in the
com ng years.

14. International funding for torture victins is essentially provided by

t he European Union and the Fund. The main international donor is the

Eur opean Commi ssion; the Fund is second; there are no others. The information
recei ved fromthe European Conmi ssion (Miultilateral Relations Directorate,
Human Ri ghts and Denocrati zation) and taken fromthe annual reports subnitted
to the Conmi ssion on the aid provided by the European Union is reproduced in
the table below. In 1994 and 1995, the grants provi ded by the

Eur opean Conmi ssion were charged to the foll owi ng budget chapter: “Support
for rehabilitation centres for torture victinm and for organizations offering
concrete help to victins of hunman rights violations”. The report for 1996

will be available at the begi nning of 1997.
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Grants Amount Grants awar ded % Addi ti onal
request ed avail abl e granted [ anount
required
1995 | 8 410 505 ECUs |5 000 000 ECUs 5 000 000 ECUs 59. 4% 3 410 505 ECUs
(Uss (Uss$ (Uss$ (USs$
10 689 508) 6 354 855) 6 354 855) 4 334 653)
1994 | 4 350 000 ECUs |2 000 000 ECUs 2 000 000 ECUs 45. 9% 2 350 000 ECUs
(Uss (USs$ (Uss$ (USs$
5 528 724) 2 541 942) 2 541 942) 2 986 782)
1993 475 000 ECUs
(US$ 603 711)
15. The followi ng information concerns the United Nations Voluntary Fund

for Victins of Torture:

Grants requested Grants awarded % gr ant ed Addi ti onal anount
required

1996 US$ 5 618 645 US$ 2 535 500 45. 1% US$ 3 083 145

1995 US$ 5 827 645 US$ 2 719 680 46. 6% US$ 3 107 965

1994 US$ 5 476 959 US$ 3 698 080 67.5% US$ 1 778 879

1993 US$ 5 289 413 US$ 2 111 880 39. 9% US$ 3 177 533

16. Each year, the grants awarded correspond to the total amunts which the

Board of Trustees is able to recommend to the Secretary-General for
allocation. 1In view of the insufficient contributions received (see table
above), the Board avoids the practice of carrying forward a reserve from one
year to the next. The Secretary-General follows this reconmendati on by the
Board. On average, the Fund is only able to allocate | ess than 50 per cent of
the total amount requested. The organizations subsidized by the Fund have to
seek the necessary additional funds el sewhere. They are duly infornmed of this
by the secretariat of the Fund as soon as they subnit their first request for

funding. In the light of the above information, international funding
requirements for 1995 anpunted to approximately US$ 7.5 mllion. 1t may be
assunmed that this represented a minimumrequirenent for 1996 and that it wll

contri butions
the current

t he annual
consequently,

probably increase in 1997. As regards the Fund,
needed anount to between 5 and 6 mllion dollars;
| evel of contributions needs to be doubl ed.
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V. GUI DELI NES APPLI CABLE TO THE MANAGEMENT OF THE FUND

17. In paragraph 19 of its resolution 1996/33, the Comm ssion on Human

Ri ghts, restating the terns of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
regardi ng techni cal cooperation, requested the Secretary-Ceneral “to ensure
strict and transparent project managenent rules for the Fund”

18. The Fund does not nanage projects; it receives “voluntary contributions
for distribution” (CGeneral Assenbly resolution 36/151). Since it was
established in 1981, strict rules have applied to this nandate to recei ve and
distribute voluntary contributions. |In addition to the arrangenents adopted
by the General Assenbly for the managenent of the Fund, referred to in
paragraph 1 above, it is also subject to the Financial Regulations of the
United Nations, the adm nistrative procedures and principles applicable to the
management of voluntary funds, the guidelines applicable to human rights

assi stance funds (see A/ 48/520, annex I11) and the guidelines adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Fund, which the Board supplenments each year if
necessary. The latter guidelines are available in the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/48/520) prepared by the secretariat at the request of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights; this contains a report on the Fund's first

10 years of activity (guidelines for organizations on howto apply for grants
(appendi x 11); guidelines for organizations on how to report on the use of
grants (appendi x 1V); guidelines prepared by the Fund (appendix V)). A
summary of the guidelines appears in annex |1l to document A/ 49/484. The
Board of Trustees has adopted no further guidelines since then. At its nost
recent session, the Board, at the suggestion of a nenber, decided to revise
and update all of its guidelines. A prelimnary draft should be ready for
consideration by the Board at its next session

VI. | NFORMATI ON

19. Al'l contributions received since 1981 and di sbursenents to
organi zati ons have been referred to in the annual reports to the
General Assenbly and to the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

20. In April 1996 an information neeting with representatives of
contributing States was organi zed under the chairmanship of the
H gh Comm ssi oner for Human Ri ghts.

21. In May 1996, follow ng their annual session (see A/ 51/465), the nenbers
of the Board of Trustees of the Fund in turn met with the representatives of
regul ar or potential contributing States.

22. Any interested State receives all the relevant docunentation and
informati on available to the secretariat of the Fund.

23. In conformty with Economic and Social Council decision 1996/ 263

of 23 July 1996, the Fund secretariat will organize an information nmeeting in
1997 for interested nenber States and at |east two neetings for interested
organi zati ons on the occasion of the annual sessions of the Commi ssion on
Human Ri ghts and its Sub- Conm ssion
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24. The organi zati on, as suggested by the Econonic and Social Council in
deci si on 1996/ 263, paragraph (a), of an annual information neeting for

organi zations directly concerned by the projects financed by the Fund woul d
entail the provision of air tickets and per diemfor the organizations
representatives, because these organi zati ons possess limted financia
resources and nost of themare not represented in Geneva. |In addition to the
di rect permanent contact maintained by the Fund secretariat with these

organi zati ons throughout the year, and the indirect contacts naintained

t hrough United Nations agencies, funds or programes in the field, whenever
representatives of the organi zations pass through Geneva, notably during
sessions of the Board of Trustees or the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the
Sub- Commi ssion, they regularly neet with the nenbers of the Board of Trustees
if it is in session in Geneva, or with the secretariat for any necessary
consultation. The Chairman of the Board of Trustees al so does his utnmost to
visit, once a year, a country where a nunber of projects are financed by the
Fund, in order to gain a better understanding of the needs of victinms and
personal ly to assess the projects.



