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STATUS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Report of the Secretary­General

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989,
adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child and expressed the hope that
it would come into force at an early date.  The Convention was opened for
signature in New York on 26 January 1990 and, in accordance with article 49
thereof, entered into force on 2 September 1990, on the thirtieth day after
the date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of
the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. In its resolution 1996/85 I of 24 April 1996, the Commission on Human
Rights urged once again all States that had not done so to sign, and ratify or
accede to the Convention as a matter of priority; urged States parties that
had made reservations to review the compatibility of their reservations with
article 51 of the Convention and other relevant rules of international law;
and took note with appreciation of the constructive role of the Committee on
the Rights of the Child in creating awareness of the principles and provisions
of the Convention and in providing recommendations to States parties on its
implementation.  In resolution 1996/85 II the Commission noted the progress
made in the working group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts;
invited the Committee on the Rights of the Child to offer comments on the
draft optional protocol and consider being represented at future sessions of
the working group; requested the working group to meet for a period of two
weeks prior to the fifty­third session of the Commission; invited Member
States and United Nations bodies and organs, as well as other relevant
organizations, to contribute to the ongoing study by the expert designated by
the Secretary­General on the impact of armed conflicts on children; and

GE.96­14414  (E) 



E/CN.4/1997/93
page 2

welcomed financial contributions made to the voluntary trust fund established
by the Secretary­General to finance information and training programmes
relating to mine clearance.  The Commission, in resolution 1996/85 III,
welcomed the report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, appealed to all Governments to cooperate
with and assist the Special Rapporteur and noted the progress made in the
working group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
and invited the Committee to offer comments on the draft optional protocol and
to consider being represented at future sessions.  In resolution 1996/85 V the
Commission requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-third session a report on the status of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

3. As at 1 November 1996 the Convention had received 138 signatures which
were followed by ratification.  In addition, 43 States had acceded to the
Convention and 6 had succeeded to it, bringing the total of ratification and
accessions to the Convention to 187.  A list of States that have ratified or
acceded to the Convention, and the dates of their signature, ratification or
accession, appears in the annex to the present report.

4. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its eleventh session 
from 8 to 26 January 1996 at the United Nations Office at Geneva.  At that
session the Committee considered reports submitted by seven States parties to
the Convention.  In addition, the Committee reviewed its cooperation with
United Nations bodies in connection with the consideration of two draft
optional protocols to the Convention.  The Committee adopted a report on its
eleventh session (CRC/C/50) as well as its biennial report to the General
Assembly (A/51/41).

5. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its twelfth session 
from 20 May to 7 June 1996 at the United Nations Office at Geneva.  During
that session, the Committee considered reports submitted by six States parties
to the Convention.  The Committee decided to contribute actively to the second
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II).  The Committee
was represented at a meeting organized by the International Labour
Organization on the prevention and elimination of child labour which took
place on 12 June 1996.  The Committee adopted a report on its twelfth session
(CRC/C/54).

6. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its thirteenth session at
the United Nations Office at Geneva from 23 September to 11 October 1996.
During that session the Committee considered six States parties reports
submitted under the Convention.  One day was devoted to a general discussion
on the topic “The child and the media”.  The Committee identified three main
areas for discussion:  to develop the possibility for children to participate
actively in the media; to enhance the protection of children against harmful
influence through the media; to encourage the media to improve the children's
image through their reporting.  The Committee also adopted at that session its
guidelines regarding the form and contents of periodic reports from States
parties (CRC/C/58).  The Committee adopted the report of the thirteenth
session (CRC/C/57).

7. The fourteenth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child will
be held from 6 to 24 January 1997 in Geneva.
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8. The Conference of the States parties held in accordance with article 50
of the Convention on 12 December 1995 decided to amend article 43,
paragraph 2, of the Convention, in order to increase the membership of the
Committee from 10 to 18 experts.  The amendment, approved by the General
Assembly on 21 December 1995, is to enter into force after acceptance by a
two-thirds majority of States parties.

9. The Sixth Meeting of the States parties to elect five members of the
Committee to replace those members whose mandate expires on 28 February 1997
is scheduled to take place on 18 February 1997 at Headquarters.
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Annex

STATES WHICH HAVE RATIFIED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTION ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AS AT 1 NOVEMBER 1996 (187)

States Date of signature Date of receipt Date of entry
of instrument into force
of ratification/
accession a/

Afghanistan 27 September 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
Albania 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
Algeria 26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
Andorra  2 October 1995  2 January 1996  1 February 1996
Angola 14 February 1990  5 December 1990  4 January 1991

Antigua and Barbuda 12 March 1991  5 October 1993  4 November 1993
Argentina 29 June 1990  4 December 1990  3 January 1991
Armenia 23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
Australia 22 August 1990 17 December 1990 16 January 1991
Austria 26 January 1990  6 August 1992  5 September 1992
Azerbaijan 13 August 1992 a/ 12 September 1992

Bahamas 30 October 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
Bahrain 13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
Bangladesh 26 January 1990  3 August 1990  2 September 1990
Barbados 19 April 1990  9 October 1990  8 November 1990
Belarus   26 January 1990  1 October 1990 31 October 1990

Belgium 26 January 1990 16 December 1991 15 January 1992
Belize  2 March 1990  2 May 1990  2 September 1990
Benin 25 April 1990  3 August 1990  2 September 1990
Bhutan  4 June 1990  1 August 1990  2 September 1990
Bolivia  8 March 1990 26 June 1990  2 September 1990

Bosnia and
  Herzegovina b/  6 March 1992
Botswana 14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
Brazil 26 January 1990 24 September 1990 24 October 1990
Brunei Darussalam 27 December 1995 a/ 26 January 1996
Bulgaria 31 May 1990  3 June 1991  3 July 1991
Burkina Faso 26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 September 1990

Burundi  8 May 1990 19 October 1990 18 November 1990
Cambodia 22 September 1992 15 October 1992 14 November 1992
Cameroon 25 September 1990 11 January 1993 10 February 1993
Canada 28 May 1990 13 December 1991 12 January 1992
Cape Verde  4 June 1992 a/  4 July 1992

Central African
  Republic 30 July 1990 23 April 1992 23 May 1992
Chad 30 September 1990  2 October 1990  1 November 1990
Chile 26 January 1990 13 August 1990 12 September 1990
China 29 August 1990  2 March 1992  1 April 1992
Colombia 26 January 1990 28 January 1991 27 February 1991
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Comoros 30 September 1990 22 June 1993 21 July 1993
Congo 14 October 1993 a/ 13 November 1993
Costa Rica 26 January 1990 21 August 1990 20 September 1990
Côte d'Ivoire 26 January 1990  4 February 1991  6 March 1991
Croatia b/  8 October 1991

Cuba 26 January 1990 21 August 1991 20 September 1991
Cyprus  5 October 1990  7 February 1991  9 March 1991
Czech Republic b/  1 January 1993
Democratic People's
  Republic of Korea 23 August 1990 21 September 1990 21 October 1990
Denmark 26 January 1990 19 July 1991 18 August 1991

Djibouti 30 September 1990  6 December 1990  5 January 1991
Dominica 26 January 1990 13 March 1991 12 April 1991
Dominican Republic  8 August 1990 11 June 1991 11 July 1991
Ecuador 26 January 1990 23 March 1990  2 September 1990
Egypt  5 February 1990  6 July 1990  2 September 1990

El Salvador 26 January 1990 10 July 1990  2 September 1990
Equatorial Guinea 15 June 1992 a/ 15 July 1992
Eritrea 20 December 1993  3 August 1994  2 September 1994
Estonia 21 October 1991 a/ 20 November 1991
Ethiopia 14 May 1991 a/ 13 June 1991

Fiji  2 July 1993 13 August 1993 12 September 1993
Finland 26 January 1990 20 June 1991 20 July 1991
France 26 January 1990  7 August 1990  6 September 1990
Gabon 26 January 1990  9 February 1994 11 March 1994
Gambia  5 February 1990  8 August 1990  7 September 1990

Germany 26 January 1990  6 March 1992  5 April 1992
Georgia  2 June 1994 a/  2 July 1994
Ghana 29 January 1990  5 February 1990  2 September 1990
Greece 26 January 1990 11 May 1993 10 June 1993
Grenada 21 February 1990  5 November 1990  5 December 1990

Guatemala 26 January 1990  6 June 1990  2 September 1990
Guinea 13 July 1990 a/  2 September 1990
Guinea-Bissau 26 January 1990 20 August 1990 19 September 1990
Guyana 30 September 1990 14 January 1991 13 February 1991
Haiti 20 January 1990  8 June 1995  8 July 1995

Holy See 20 April 1990 20 April 1990  2 September 1990
Honduras 31 May 1990 10 August 1990  9 September 1990
Hungary 14 March 1990  7 October 1991  6 November 1991
Iceland 26 January 1990 28 October 1992 27 November 1992
India 11 December 1992 a/ 11 January 1993

Indonesia 26 January 1990  5 September l990  5 October 1990
Iran (Islamic Rep.
  of) 5 September 1991 13 July 1994 12 August 1994
Iraq 15 June 1994 a/ 15 July 1994
Ireland 30 September 1990 28 September 1992 28 October 1992
Israel  3 July 1990  3 October 1991  2 November 1991
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Italy 26 January 1990  5 September 1991  5 October 1991
Jamaica 26 January 1990 14 May 1991 13 June 1991
Japan 21 September 1990 22 April 1994 22 May 1994
Jordan 29 August 1990 24 May 1991 23 June 1991
Kazakstan 16 February 1994 12 August 1994 11 September 1994

Kenya 26 January 1990 30 July 1990  2 September 1990
Kiribati 11 December 1995 a/ 10 January 1996
Kuwait  7 June 1990 21 October 1991 20 November 1991
Kyrgyzstan  7 October 1994 a/  6 November 1994
Lao People's
  Democratic Republic  8 May 1991 a/  7 June 1991
Latvia 14 April 1992 a/ 14 May 1992

Lebanon 26 January 1990 14 May 1991 13 June 1991
Lesotho 21 August 1990 10 March 1992  9 April 1992
Liberia 26 April 1990  4 June 1993  4 July 1993
Libyan Arab
  Jamahiriya 15 April 1993 a/ 15 May 1993
Liechtenstein 30 September 1990 22 September 1995 21 January 1996
Lithuania 31 January 1992 a/  1 March 1992

Luxembourg 21 March 1990  7 March 1994  6 April 1994
Madagascar 19 April 1990 19 March 1991 18 April 1991
Malawi  2 January 1991 a/  1 February 1991
Malaysia 17 February 1995 a/ 19 March 1995
Maldives 21 August 1990 11 February 1991 13 March 1991

Mali 26 January 1990 20 September 1990 20 October 1990
Malta 26 January 1990 30 September 1990 30 October 1990
Marshall 
  Islands 14 April 1993  4 October 1993  3 November 1993
Mauritania 26 January 1990 16 May 1991 15 June 1991
Mauritius 26 July 1990 a/  2 September 1990

Mexico 26 January 1990 21 September 1990 21 October 1990
Micronesia (Fed.
  States of)  5 May 1993 a/  4 June 1993
Monaco 21 June 1993 a/ 21 July 1993
Mongolia 26 January 1990  5 July 1990  2 September 1990
Morocco 26 January 1990 21 June 1993 21 July 1993

Mozambique 30 September 1990 26 April 1994 26 May 1994
Myanmar 15 July 1991 a/ 14 August 1991
Namibia 26 September 1990 30 September 1990 30 October 1990
Nauru 27 July 1994 a/ 26 August 1994
Nepal 26 January 1990 14 September 1990 14 October 1990

Netherlands 26 January 1990  6 February 1995  7 March 1995
New Zealand  1 October 1990  6 April 1993  6 May 1993
Nicaragua  6 February 1990  5 October 1990  4 November 1990
Niger 26 January 1990 30 September 1990 30 October 1990
Nigeria 26 January 1990 19 April 1991 19 May 1991
Niue 20 December 1995 a/ 14 January 1996
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Norway 26 January 1990  8 January 1991  7 February 1991
Pakistan 20 September 1990 12 November 1990 12 December 1990
Palau  4 August 1995 a/  3 September 1995
Panama 26 January 1990 12 December 1990 11 January 1991
Papua New Guinea 30 September 1990  1 March 1993 31 March 1993

Paraguay  4 April 1990 25 September 1990 25 October 1990
Peru 26 January 1990  4 September 1990  4 October 1990
Philippines 26 January 1990 21 August 1990 20 September 1990
Poland 26 January 1990  7 June 1991  7 July 1991
Portugal 26 January 1990 21 September 1990 21 October 1990

Qatar  8 December 1992  3 April 1995  3 May 1995
Republic of Korea 25 September 1990 20 November 1991 20 December 1991
Republic of Moldova 26 January 1993 a/ 25 February 1993
Romania 26 January 1990 28 September 1990 28 October 1990
Russian Federation 26 January 1990 16 August 1990 15 September 1990

Rwanda 26 January 1990 24 January 1991 23 February 1991
Saint Kitts and 
  Nevis 26 January 1990 24 July 1990  2 September 1990
Saint Lucia 16 June 1993 a/ 16 July 1993
Saint Vincent and
  the Grenadines 20 September 1993 26 October 1993 25 November 1993
Samoa 30 September 1990 29 November 1994 29 December 1994

Saudia Arabia 26 January 1996 a/ 25 February 1996
San Marino 25 November 1991 a/ 25 December 1991
Sao Tomé and Principe 14 May 1991 a/ 13 June 1991
Senegal 26 January 1990 31 July 1990  2 September 1990
Seychelles  7 September l990 a/ 7 October 1990
Sierra Leone 13 February 1990 18 June 1990  2 September 1990

Singapore  5 October 1995 a/  4 November 1995
Slovakia b/  1 January 1993
Slovenia b/ 25 June 1991
Solomon Islands 10 April 1995 a/ 10 May 1995
South Africa 29 January 1993 16 June 1995 16 July 1995

Spain 26 January 1990  6 December 1990  5 January 1991
Sri Lanka 26 January 1990 12 July 1991 11 August 1991
Sudan 24 July 1990  3 August 1990  2 September 1990
Surinam 26 January 1990  1 March 1993 31 March 1993
Swaziland 22 August 1990  7 September 1995  6 October 1995

Sweden 26 January 1990 29 June 1990  2 September 1990
Syrian Arab
   Republic 18 September 1990 15 July 1993 14 August 1993
Tajikistan 26 October 1993 a/ 25 November 1993
Thailand 27 March 1992 a/ 26 April 1992
The former Yugoslav
  Rep. of Macedonia b/ 17 September 1991

Togo 26 January 1990  1 August 1990  2 September 1990
Tonga  6 November 1995 a/  6 December 1995
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Trinidad and Tobago 30 September 1990  5 December 1991  4 January 1992
Tunisia 26 February 1990 30 January 1992 29 February 1992
Turkey 14 September 1990  4 April 1995  4 May 1995
Turkmenistan 20 September 1993 a/ 19 October 1993

Tuvalu 22 September 1995 a/ 22 October 1995
Uganda 17 August 1990 17 August 1990 16 September 1990
Ukraine 21 February 1991 28 August 1991 27 September 1991
United Kingdom of
  Great Britain and
  Northern Ireland 19 April 1990 16 December 1991 15 January 1992
United Republic
  of Tanzania  1 June 1990 10 June 1991 10 July 1991

Uruguay 26 January 1990 20 November 1990 20 December 1990
Uzbekistan 29 June 1994 a/ 29 July 1994
Vanuatu 30 September 1990  7 July 1993  6 August 1993
Venezuela 26 January 1990 13 September 1990 13 October 1990
Viet Nam 26 January 1990 28 February 1990  2 September 1990

Yemen 13 February 1990  1 May 1991 31 May 1991
Yugoslavia 26 January 1990  3 January 1991  2 February 1991
Zaire 20 March 1990 27 September 1990 27 October 1990
Zambia 30 September 1990  5 December 1991  5 January 1992
Zimbabwe  8 March 1990 11 September l990 11 October 1990

         

     a/  Accession. 

     b/  Succession.
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