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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Joint Intergovernmental Goup of Experts on Mritine Liens an
Mort gages and Related Subjects, established by the International Mritim e
Organization (IM) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnen t
(UNCTAD), held its ninth session at the Palais des Nations, CGeneva, from2 t o]
6 Decenber 1996.
2. During the session, ... pl enary neetings and ... informal neetings of the

sessional group of the whole were held.

oeni ng_st at enent

3. The Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD, speaking also on behalf of th e
Secr et ary- Gener al of IMJ, said that the objective of the Goup’s work was t o]
produce a legal framework which would protect the interests of owners of cargo

and ships by securing the free novenent of vessels and by prohibiting arrest for
unjustifiable <clains and clains not related to the operation of vessels. A n
appropriate legal framework w dely accepted by the i nternational community woul d
contribute to greater international wuniformty of rules applicable to th e
enf orcenent of naritinme clains. He congratulated the Joint Goup for th e
progress achieved during the two sessions devoted to the review of the 195 2
Convention on Arrest of Ships; he was particularly pleased that the work had been
carried out in an atnosphere of excellent co-operation between the two Unite d
Nati ons agencies and the private sector, particularly the Conité Maritim e
Internationale (OM), whic h had provided very val uabl e assi stance to the G oup.

4. Pursuant to the outcome of UNCTAD |X, UNCTAD had been given a new ,
revitalized role. Its nandates had been streaniined and focused on key issues
directly related to trade and devel opnent. Both th e intergovernmental nachinery
and the secretariat had gone through a process of restructuring and reorient ation
and priori tization of their work to enable themto respond better to the ne w
challenges . As a result of these structural changes, this would be the |as t
session of the Goup to be held in UNCTAD. However, UNCTAD woul d,iprinciple ,
continue to co-operate with IMO until the work of the Joint Goup had bee n

conpl et ed.



TOB/IGE 1/L. 1

Chapter |

CONSI DERATI ON OF THE REVI EW OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL
CONVENTI ON FOR THE UNI FI CATI ON OF CERTAI N RULES
RELATI NG TO THE ARREST OF SEA- GO NG SHI PS, 1952

(Agenda item 3)

5. For its consideration of this item the Joint I|ntergovernnenta
Experts had before it the foll owi ng docunent ati on:

“Consideration of the review of the International Convention for
Sea- goi n
Ships,1952 - note by the secretariats of UNCTAD and IMJ (JICGE(IX)/2

Unification of Certain Rules Relating to the Arrest of

TD B/ I GE. 1/ 2- LEG MM 39);

“Conpilation of comrents and proposals by Governments on the draf

th
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G oup of

articles for a convention on arrest of ships - note by the secretariat of

UNCTAD" (JIGE(I X)/3-TD B/ | GE. 1/ 3- LEG MM 40) .

6. At its opening plenary, the Joint Intergovernnental G oup decided to pursu

its consideration of this itemwthin the franework of an infornmnal
group of the whole.

e

sessi ona |
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Chapter 11
ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS
A Openi ng of the session
7. The ninth session of the Joint Intergovernnental Goup of Experts wa
opened on 2 Decenber 1996 by M. C Fortin, Deputy Secretary-General of UNCTAD.
B. Election of officers
(Agenda item 1)

8. At its opening plenary neeting, on 2 Decenber 1996, the Join t
Intergove rnnental Goup of Experts elected M. K -J. Conbrii (Norway) as it
Chairman and Ms. 1.1. Barinova Russian Federation) as a Vice-Chairman. Th
officers for the ninth session were therefore as foll ows:

Chai rman : M. K-J. Gonbrii ( Nor way)

Vice-Chairnen : M. I. Mlo Ruiz (Mexi co)

Ms. I.1. Barinova (Russi an Federati on)
Vi ce- Chai r nan-
cum Rapporteur : M. Zengjie Zhu (Chi na)
C. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work
(Agenda item 2)

9. At its opening plenary neeting, on 2 Decenber 1996, the Join t
I nt ergovernnental G oup of Experts adopted its provisional agenda, as contained
in docunent JICGE(IX)/1-TDB/ I GE 1/1-LEG MM 38. The agenda for its ninth se ssion
was thus as foll ows:

1. El ection of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

3. Consi deration of the revie wof the Internati onal Convention for the

Unification of Certain Rules Relating to the Arrest of Sea-goin g

Shi ps, 1952
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4. Provi si onal agenda and date of the next session
5. Q her busi ness
6. Adoption of the report of the ninth session
10. Aso at its opening plenar y, the Joint Intergovernnental G oup decided to

establish an infornal sessional group of the whole to consider agenda item 3.

D. Provi si onal agenda and date of the next session

(Agenda item 4)

[ To be conpl et ed]

E. O her_busi ness

(Agenda itemb5)

[ To be conpleted, as appropriate]

F. Adoption of the report of the ninth session

(Agenda item 6)

[ To be conpl et ed]



