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A, Chairman’s sumary

1. The Conmittee had an extensive di scussion on UNCTAD s publication policy
on the basis of the secretariat docunent "Revi ew of UNCTAD s publication policy"
(TD/ B/ 43/ CRP. 4) . It was noted that the discussion was taking place in the

context of three parallel processes affecting UNCTAD:

(a) The review of publications agreed on at UNCTAD | X and currently
being carried out by the Trade and Devel opnent Board;

(b) The ongoing review by the General Assenbly of the UNw de
publications policy;

(c) The review by the task force set up by the Secretary-General of
UNCTAD as part of the efficiency review being conducted throughout
the United Nations.?

1 Terns of reference are contained in the Progress Report of the
Efficiency Board "UN 21", Sales No. E.96.1.28.
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2. There was general agreenent that the review should be considered in the
broader context of inmproving UNCTAD s overall comrmunication and infornmation
policy. In this context, delegations held the viewthat the Secretary-Ceneral's
initiative in setting up a task force on publications as part of the efficiency
revi ew shoul d provi de a useful basis for the finalization of this process. They
recogni zed the generally high quality of UNCTAD publications.

3. Proposals raised in the Conmittee by individual delegations or
spokespersons for different groupings included, inter alia, steps to increase
t he sal es portion of distribution, taking into account the sal es price and cost
of specific publications in relation to that of sinmilar publications;
cooperation wth other international organizations in the gathering of
statistics; the feasibility of using environnent-friendly raw materials and
producti on processes based on a cost-benefit analysis; the elinination of
content overl appi ng through stream ining of UNCTAD publications.

4, Sone del egations held the view that greater efforts needed to be nmade by
the Board in prioritizing and rationalizing UNCTAD s publication programe.
They suggested that the secretariat should play a pro-activeroleinapriority-
setting exercise. However, other delegations felt that the priorities should
be set by menber States in the various intergovernnental bodies responsible for
the substance dealt with in the relevant publications and that, furthernore,
prioritization in publications nmay not be necessary or practical.

B. Draft agreed concl usions

(1) The Committee agreed that its discussion was the beginning of a process
in the inplenmentation of the decisions taken at Mdrand and that the nain
purpose of the review was to increase the quality and inpact of UNCTAD
publications and to make the best possible use of existing resources.

(ii) The Comittee endorsed the approach set out in docunent TO/ B/ 43/ CRP. 4,
under which the Secretary-General of UNCTAD woul d review the report of the Task
Force on Publications, to be conpleted by March 1997, and subsequently report
to the Trade and Devel opnent Board. The Secretary-General of UNCTAD was
requested to nake a progress report to the Board at its next executive session.

(iii) On the basis of its discussion, the Committee agreed to request the
Secretary-Ceneral that, in its review, the secretariat task force should take
into account the follow ng factors:

(a) The need to devel op a coherent conmmuni cati on and i nformati on policy
and to inprove marketing and distribution;



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
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The need to nake the best possible use of nodern conmunication
technol ogy, such as expanded use of electronic dissemnation
expandi ng UNCTAD s presence on the Internet, and using Internet for
inter-expert consultation and the review of docunentation, as well
as for comunication with Geneva-based m ssions. At the sane tine,
the situation of those devel oping countries that do not yet have
access to this technol ogy needs to be taken care of;

The need to develop suitable criteria for neasuring feedback,
i ncluding the regular checking of mailing lists, reader response,
sales figures and a systematic review of nedi a coverage;

The ongoing need for detailed data on work nonths, print runs,
printing costs, place of printing, and di stributed copies, both free
of charge and sold, for all recurrent publications;

information for 1996 will be nmade available at the resumed 28th
session of the Wrking Party on the Mdiumterm Plan and the
Programe Budget, and detail ed estimates for subsequent years wll
be made available to the Wirking Party at the first nmeeting of the
29t h session and in the progress report nmentioned in paragraph (ii)
of the agreed concl usi ons;

In the interest of making the best possible use of resources, the
feasibility of printing and translating externally, including in
devel opi ng countries, whenever it is economically viable;

The availability and the need for timely distribution of documents
in all the UN official |anguages, as well as the quality of
transl ations, taking into account that availability of publications
in these languages is a very inportant factor in naximzing
di ssem nati on and i npact.



