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Chapter 111

OTHER MATTERS IN THE FI ELD OF TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

(Agenda item 8)

(a) Progressive devel opnent of the |law of international trade:
twenty-ninth annual report of the United Nations Conmmi ssion

on International Trade lLaw

1. For its consideration of sub-item8 (a), the Board had before it the report
of the United Nations Conmi ssion on International Trade Law on the work of its
twenty-ninth session, held in New York from 28 May to 14 June 1996 (A/51/17),
whi ch had been circulated to the Board under cover of a note by the UNCTAD
secretariat (TD/ B/ 43/3).

Action by the Board

2. At its 880th neeting, on 16 Oct ober 1996, the Board took note of the report
of the United Nations Conmi ssion on International Trade Law on the work of its
twenty-ninth session (A/51/17).

(b) Report of the Joint Advisory Goup on the International
Trade Centre UNCTAD) WIO on its twenty-ninth session

3. For its consideration of sub-item8 (b), the Board had before it the report
of the Joint Advisory Group on the International Trade Centre UNCTAD) WO on its
twenty-ni nth session, heldin Geneva from15 to 19 April 1996 (I TC/ AG XXl X)/ 157),
whi ch had been circulated to the Board under cover of a note by the UNCTAD
secretariat (TD/ B/ 43/4).

4. Introducing the report, the Vice-Chairman of the Joint Advisory G oup
(Uruguay) stated that the Goup had vigorously reaffirnmed the rel evance and
i mportance of I TC s nandate in today's trade environnment and fully supported the
Executive Director's continuing efforts to inprove the efficiency of the
organi zation, particularly throughinstitutional reformand closer relationswth
its parent bodies. Appreciation had been expressed for |TC s technical
cooperation activities in 1995 which were judged to be pragmatic, result-oriented
and responding to the countries; needs and potential for trade pronotion and
export devel opnment. The G oup had al so welconed ITC s initiative to develop a
m ssion statement and expressed its full support for the fornulation of ITC s
strategy, core services, values and nodus operandi. It had also noted ITC s
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contribution to the United Nations Mediumterm Plan for the period 1998-2001.
Recal ling its endorsenent of the proposal for setting up a G obal Trust Fund at
its twenty-eighth session, the Goup expressed its satisfaction at the
establ i shnent of the G obal Trust Fund and the effective functioning of its
Consul tative Conmittee.

5. Finally, he reported that, as was the practice each year, government
representatives had announced at the twenty-ninth session confirmed or possible
vol untary contributions to ITC. On behalf of the G oup, he expressed gratitude
to the Governnents of Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, Germany, India, Japan,
Net her | ands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland for this support.

Action by the Board

6. At its 880th neeting, on 16 Oct ober 1996, the Board took note of the report
of the Joint Advisory Group on the International Trade Centre UNCTAD) WO on its
twenty-ninth session (I TC AG XXl X)/ 157).
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Chapter 1V

PROCEDURAL, | NSTI TUTI ONAL, ORGANI ZATI ONAL,
ADM NI STRATI VE AND RELATED MATTERS

A.  Opening of the session
1. The forty-third session of the Trade and Devel opnment Board was opened on
7 Cctober 1996 by M. WIliamRossier (Switzerland), the out-going President of
t he Board.

B. Election of officers ¥

(Agenda item 1l (a))

2. At its 875th (opening) plenary neeting, on 7 October 1996, the Board
el ected by acclamation M. Patrick Sinyinza (Zanbia) to act as President of the
Board for the duration of its forty-third session.

3. Also at its opening plenary neeting the Board conpleted the el ection of
officers to serve on the Bureau of the Board throughout its forty-third session
by electing 10 Vice-Presidents and the Rapporteur. Accordingly, the elected
Bureau was as foll ows:

Pr esi dent : M. Patrick Sinyinza (Zambi a)
Vice-Presidents: M. Anton Bebler (Sl oveni a)
M. Krit Garnjana- Goonchorn ( Thai | and)
M's. Arundhati Ghose (I ndi a)
M. Peter R Jenkins (Uni ted Ki ngdom
M. Andrei Kol ossovsky (Russi an Federati on)
M. Al exander A. Kravetz (El Sal vador)
M. Bj6rn Skogno ( Nor way)
M. Daniel L. Spiegel (United States of America)
M. Fisseha Yinmer Aboye ( Et hi opi a)
M. Jun Yokota (Japan)
Rapport eur: Ms. Violeta Fonseca de Sanabria (Venezuel a)

Y The officers of the Bureau are el ected to serve for the year-1|ong period
beginning with the forty-third session of the Board.
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4, In accordance with past practice, the Board agreed that the regional
coordi nators and China, as well as the Chairnen of the Sessional Committees,
woul d be fully associated with the work of the Bureau.

C. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of the
work of the session

(Agenda item 1 (b))

5. At its opening neeting, the Board adopted t he annot at ed provi si onal agenda
for the session contained in TDY B/ 43/1 and Add. 1.

6. At the same neeting, in accordance with the organi zation of work for the
session in TD/ B/ 43/1/Add. 2, the Board established two sessional comittees:
Sessional Conmittee | to consider and report on itenms on its agenda, as foll ows:

Sessional Committee |:

[tem 4: Programme of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s:

(a) Revi ew of inplenentation of the Programme of Action for the
LDCs for the 1990s;

(b) UNCTAD s contribution to the work of relevant international
organi zations in the i npl enentati on of the Uruguay Round Fi nal
Act Decision on Measures in Favour of the Least Devel oped
Countries by assisting the LDCs that are WO nenbers to take
maxi mum advant age of the special and differential measures
provided for in the Uuguay Round Agreenents

Iltem5: UNCTAD s contribution to the inplenentation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opment of Africa in the 1990s and the role
of UNCTAD in the inplenentation of the United Nations Systemw de
Special Initiative on Africa

Sessional Conmittee 11:
Item 6: Revi ew of technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD
ltem 7: Matters requiring action by the Board in followup to the ninth

session of the Conference and arising fromor related to reports and
activities of its subsidiary and other bodies:
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(a) Report of the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD on preparations for
a neeting with actors in devel opnent; #
(b) I mproving the participation of devel opi ng countries' experts
i n UNCTAD neetings, including the question of financing their
participation
Item 10: QO her busi ness
- UNCTAD s publication policy
- | ssue of coordination and cooperation between UNCTAD and
rel evant international organizations
Sessional Committee |
7. At its 1st neeting, Sessional Conmittee | elected the follow ng officers

to serve on its Bureau:

Chai r man: M. Bozorgnehr Ziaran (Islamic Republic of Iran)

Vi ce- Chai r nean- cum

Rapport eur: M. Rénald Cérisnmg (Haiti)

Sessional Committee ||

8. At its 1st neeting, Sessional Conmittee Il elected the follow ng officers

to serve on its Bureau:

Chai r man: M. Markus Kummer (Switzerl and)

Vi ce- Chai r nen- cum

Rapport eur: M. Petko Baev (Bul garia)

9. At the same neeting, Sessional Cormittee ||, acting upon the reconmendati on
nmade by the Bureau of the Board at its pre-sessional neeting on 4 Cctober 1996,
Report of the Secretary-

agreed that consideration of agenda item 7 (a) (i.e.

General of UNCTAD on preparations for a neeting with actors

should be postponed until a later date, in order
preparation of this itemby the secretariat.

to allow for

22 In connection with sub-item7 (a), see also para. 8 bel ow.

i n devel opnent)

adequat e
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10. At its ... (closing) plenary neeting, on 18 Cctober 1996, the Board took
note of the reports of Sessional Committee | (TD/B/43/SC 1/L.1 and Add. 1-2) and
Sessional Conmittee Il (TD/B/43/SC. 2/L.1 and Add. 1) and decided to incorporate
themin the final report of the Board on its forty-third session.

D. Adoption of the report on credentials

(Agenda item 1l (c))

[To be conpleted as appropriate

E. Provisional agenda for the forty-fourth session
of the Board

(Agenda item1 (d))

[To be conpleted as appropriate

F. Institutional, organizational, adninistrative

and related matters
(Agenda item 9)
(a) Review of the lists of States annexed to Ceneral Assenbly

resol ution 1995 (Xl X)

[To be conpleted as appropriate
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(b) Designation of intergovernnental bodies for the purposes
of rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the Board

11. At its 880th plenary neeting, on 16 Cct ober 1996, the Board took note that
there were no new applications fromintergovernmental organizations. The Board
also took note that, following the entry into force of the Gains Trade
Convention, the International Weat Council, which had been granted status by
the Board at its second session, had changed its name to the International G ains
Counci | .

(c) Designation and classification of non-governnental organizations for
the purposes of rule 77 of the rules of procedure of the Board

12. Also at its 880th plenary neeting, the Board approved the applications of
seven non-governnental organi zations for designation under rule 77 of the rules
of procedure of the Board and decided, in accordance with the reconmendati ons
of the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD (TDY B/ 43/ R 1) and of the Bureau, to classify
themin

accordance with paragraphs 12 (a) and 12 (b) of Board decision 43 (VII) as
fol | ows:

General category: Wrld Wde Fund for Nature International (W)
(TD/ B/ 43/ R 1/ Add. 2) ; I nt ernati onal Counci | on  Soci al Velfare (1 CSW

(TD/B/43/ R 1/ Add. 3); WirldVisionlInternational (WI) (TD B/ 43/ R 1/ Add. 4); Wrld
Trade Centers Association (WCA) (TD B/43/R 1/ Add.5); Institute for Scientific
Cooperation wi th Devel opi ng Countries (1SICODEC) (TD/ B/ 43/ R 1/ Add. 6) and G obal
Traders Conference (GIC) (TD/ B/ 43/ R 1/ Add. 7).

Speci al category: Eur opean Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO (TD/ B/ 43/ R 1/ Add. 1)
so that it may participate in the work of the Comi ssion on Trade in Goods and
Servi ces, and Commodi ti es.

13. The Board was inforned that the above docunments had been derestricted.

14. The Board al so took note that, follow ng consultationwith the nenber State
concerned (Bel giunm), the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD had included the National
Centre for Overseas Developnent (NCOS) in the Register of national non-
governmental organizations provided for wunder Board decision 43 (Vil),
sections Il and I'V. Background information on the organi zati on was before the
Board in TD/ B/ 43/L. 1.



TD/ B/ 43/ L. 2/ Add. 3
page 9

15. The Board further took note that, in order to bring the classification of
non- gover nment al organi zations in the special category into line with the new
i ntergovernnental nachinery of UNCTAD, the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD woul d
carry out consultations with the organi zations concerned to ascertain their
wi shes regarding their future association wth UNCTAD, including their
participation in the work of the new Conmi ssions, and would report to the Board
at an executive session.

16. The Board al so noted that the Economic and Social Council, at its nost
recent session, had adopted resolution 1996/31 entitled "Consultative
relationship between the United Nations and non-governnental organizations"”,
whi ch updated the arrangenents on consultative relations wth non-governnent al
organi zations set out in ECOSCC resol ution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968. In view
of this, the Board further noted that the UNCTAD secretariat would review the
arrangenents for the participation of non-governnmental organizations in the
activities of UNCTAD, as contained in Board decision 43 (VIl) of 20 Septenber
1968, and woul d report to the Board at an executive session.

17. At the sanme neeting, the Board took note that the follow ng non-
gover nent al organi zati ons had changed their nanes:

(a) The Coordination Conmittee for the Textile Industries in the European
Econoni ¢ Comunity (COM TEXTIL), which had been granted status in the
speci al category by the Board at the first part of its twelfth session,
was now the European Apparel and Textile Oganisation (EURATEX),
i ncorporating the European Largest Textile and Apparel Conpanies (ELTAC)
and the European O ot hing Association (ECLA).

(b) The M ners' International Federation (MF), which had been granted status
inthe special category by the Board at its thirteenth session, had nerged
with the I nternational Federation of Chem cal, Energy and General Wbrkers'
Unions (ICEF) and was now the International Federation of Chenical,
Energy, M ne and General Wrkers' Unions (ICEM.

(c) The European Associ ation for the Trade in Jute Projects (EATJP), which had
been granted status in the special category by the Board at the first part
of its tenth session, was now the European Association for the Trade in
Jute and Rel ated Products (EAJP).
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(d) The Association of Wst European Shipbuil ders, which had been granted
status in the special category at the first part of the thirty-fourth
session of the Board, had changed its name to Association of European
Shi pbui | ders and Shi prepairers, retaining the acronym AWES.

(d) Review of the cal endar of neetings

[To be conpleted as appropriate

(e) Adnministrative and financial inplications
of the actions of the Board

[To be conpleted as appropriate

G Adoption of the report of the Board
on its forty-third session

(Agenda item 11)

[To be conpleted as appropriate



