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A. Chairman's sumary

1. Del egati ons had a wi de-rangi ng and useful di scussi on on UNCTAD s techni cal
cooperation. The constructive exchange of views anobng beneficiary and donor
countries, which |ooked at past trends and future prospects in light of the
out come of UNCTAD I X on techni cal cooperation, took place on the basis of the
docunentation (TD/ B/ 43/ 7 and statistical annex) prepared by the secretariat.

2. There was a wi del yshared view of the need to inplenent expeditiously the
provisions set out at Mdrand on technical cooperation. The secretariat was
requested to prepare as quickly as possible the draft strategy for coherence
bet ween regul ar and extrabudgetary progranmes and the rolling three-year plan
for technical cooperation for consideration and adoption by the Board early in
1997 on the basis of the coments of delegations and the proposals of the
Secretary-General. The plan for 1997 shoul d be avail abl e before the end of the
current year.

3. It was also felt that UNCTAD needs a nore focused technical cooperation
programe based on its work progranme priorities and the areas set out in
paragraph 97 of the final outcome of UNCTAD I X. It was pointed out that this
woul d need to be based on requests of beneficiary countries. There was al so
agreenment that the strategy and plan should reflect a focusing of technical
cooperation on action-orientated activities that make a practical contribution
to devel opment at the country or regional |evel.
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4, The Comm ttee al so took note of trends in the nobilisation and utilisation
of resources. |t welconed the increase in contributions to UNCTAD s technica

cooperation trust funds frombilateral and ot her sources, which shoul d continue
to be nobilised in a manner consistent with UNCTAD priorities.

5. Concern was expressed at the absolute and proportionate decline in
techni cal assistance activities in|east devel oped countries, incontrast tothe
priorities agreed at Mdrand. In recalling the outcone of Mdrand, there was

agreenment that countries in greatest need - particularly those in Africa and
| east devel oped countries - should receive priority in the assistance provided
by UNCTAD and that this priority should be fully reflected in the strategy and
triennial plan for technical cooperation

6. The establishnent of an UNCTAD trust fund for the [|east devel oped
countries - which is seen as a positive instrument in giving effect to UNCTAD
I X's policy of giving priority to LDCs - should al so be included in the strategy
and plan. Sone countries indicated their willingness to consider favourably
contributions to the fund. The establishnent of such a fund shoul d not affect
the secretariat's efforts to focus priority on LDCs in other UNCTAD technica

cooperation activities undertaken outside the fund. Del egations | ooked forward
to the planned consultations with the Secretary-CGeneral on the matter.

7. Al'l devel oping countries stressed their concern that the recent increase
i n UNCTAD s technical cooperation activities in Central and Eastern Europe nay
have been to the detrinent of UNCTAD progranmes in devel oping countries, and
m ght have hindered the orientation and capacity of the secretariat in
backst oppi hg such programres. Al'l del egations underlined the inportance of
pl anni ng and i npl enenti ng UNCTAD s techni cal cooperation progranmme according to
t he provi sions of paragraph 95 of the "Partnership for G owh and Devel oprment".

8. There was strong enphasis on nonitoring and evaluation as an inportant
el enent in inmproving the effectiveness of technical cooperation and in focusing
activities on results and inpact. The view was held that a culture of

eval uation is needed so that the | essons of experience can be incorporated at
t he design stage.

9. Several technical cooperation programes identified in the final docunent
of UNCTAD I X were nentioned as providing high-quality advice and support to
beneficiary countries. The need for assistance in the post-U uguay-Round
environnent was nentioned in particular, including new and energi ng issues

conpetition |law and investnent. Sone delegations insisted on the need for
techni cal cooperation in the area of trade with those countries not nenbers of
WO, including assistance to countries in the process of accession to WO
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O her programmes comended by del egations included: debt nanagenent, EMPRETEC-
21, subregional and regional cooperation, TRAI NFORTRADE and trade efficiency,
i ncluding ASYCUDA and the dobal Trade Point Network. Sone del egati ons
requested nore technical cooperation for the conmodity sector, in light of the
significance of the sector for a nunber of devel oping countries, particularly
| east devel oped countri es.

10. There was support from several countries for the proposal to invite
countries using UNCTAD s software - nanmely ACIS, ASYCUDA and DMFAS - to
contribute to the costs incurred in providing a regul ar nmai nt enance and back- up
service, on the understanding that the | evel of such "user charges" woul d need
to reflect capacity to pay. Oher countries, however, felt that the proposal
needed further study before it could be introduced. The request was nade to
exenpt | east devel oped countries fromsuch user charges. Sone donor countries
suggested the further developnent of the concept of cost-sharing in the
financi ng of UNCTAD s technical cooperation programe.

11. The Conmittee wel coned the growi ng coll aboration with other organisations
inthe preparation and i npl ementati on of joint technical cooperation progranmes.
Particular nention was nade of the integrated |TC/ UNCTAD) WO progranme of
techni cal cooperation for the devel opnment of Africa's trade in the post-Uruguay-
Round envi ronment as an exanple of the benefits of inter-agency coll aboration.
The need for an evaluation of the inplenentation of this progranme was
enphasi sed. The i nportance of cooperation with UNNDOin the areas of investnent
and enterprise devel opnent was al so nenti oned.

12. Concern was expressed regarding the steep decline in the availability of
UNDP r esour ces for trade and devel oprment techni cal cooperation projects executed
by UNCTAD. Del egations expressed the viewthat technical cooperation for trade
and i nvestnent can advance the objectives of sustai nabl e human devel opnent. To
this effect, closer cooperation between UNCTAD and UNDP woul d be beneficial in
enabl i ng UNCTAD to advance the objectives set out at M drand. Del egati ons
wel coned the resunption of a nore active dial ogue between UNDP and UNCTAD on
this matter. It was al so pointed out that beneficiary countries could include
requests for technical cooperation in the area of trade and investnent in their
nati onal programres financed by external donors, including UNDP.
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B. Draft agreed conclusions for adoption
by the Trade and Devel opnent Board

"The Trade and Devel opnent Board agreed:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

To request the Secretary-Ceneral of UNCTAD to finalise the
strategy and plan for techni cal cooperation before the end of the
current year, in consultation with nenber States, on the basis of
the relevant M drand decisions and the proposals in his report
(TD/ B/ 43/ 7) and coments thereon, taking into account also the
views of nenber States on trends in and the content of UNCTAD s
1995 techni cal cooperation programe provided through the above-
nmenti oned consultative process;

To set out the strategy and to consider the plan for 1997 and the
subsequent two years at the executive session of the Board early
in 1997;

To invite contributions to the proposed UNCTAD trust fund for
| east devel oped countri es;

To welcone the consultations between the Secretary-General of
UNCTAD and the Adm nistrator of UNDP on issues relating to trade
and investment, particularly in the |light of the objectives of
sust ai nabl e human devel oprrent i n UNDP- f i nanced programes, and to
request the Secretary-General to informthe Trade and Devel oprent
Board periodically of progress in these consultations; and

To request the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, in inplenentation of
paragraph 99 of the "Partnership for G owh and Devel opnent"”, to
revi ew exi sting cooperation arrangenents and t o concl ude, whenever
appropri ate, for mal arrangenents such as nmenoranda @ of
understanding with other relevant international organisations;
t hese arrangenents should be transparent, discussed with menber
St at es and address the possi bl e establ i shnent of inter-agency task
forces; and to welcone the integrated programme for Africa
I aunched by UNCTAD, WO and I TC and to propose that an eval uation
of the inplenentation of that progranme should be undertaken."
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