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1. The Programme of Action for the Least Devel oped Countries for the 1990s and
the outcone of its Md-termd obal Revi ew have recommended policies and neasures at
the national and international Ilevels to address the danger of further

mar gi nal i zati on of these countries in the international trading system Al so, the
Ninth Session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent outlined
actions to pronote integration of LDCs into the rapidly globalizing and |iberalizing
wor |l d econony. | n elaborating these neasures, special attention was given to help
enabling LDCs to maxinise their potential opportunities and m nim zing possible
risks arising fromthe U uguay Round Agreenents (URAs).

2. Strengt hening the capacity of the LDCs to reap the potential benefits fromthe
URAs woul d entail building up their supply capacities to produce exportabl e goods
and services on a conpetitive basis. This, in turn, will require, as pointed out

by the outcones of the Md-term d obal Review and UNCTAD | X, national actions and
longer-term bilateral and nultilateral assistance focusing on inproving policies
conduci ve to trade creation and overcom ng suppl y-si de i npedi nments.

3. In this regard, the Trade and Devel opnent Board reaffirns the outcones of the
M d-termd obal Reviewand UNCTAD | X as they relate to LDCs' trade and trade-rel at ed

i ssues.
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4, The outconme of UNCTAD | X, at para 83, states that: "UNCTAD s work shoul d be
geared to the special needs of developing countries, particularly the LDCs, and
focus on devel opment issues. It should be action-oriented and provide gui dance on
national policies and on an enabling environment conducive to trade and
devel opnent ". Integration of LDCs into the world econony and the internationa
trading system would entail the devel opment of export capacities to produce
tradeabl e goods and services on a conpetitive basis. Inthis regard, the Secretary-

Ceneral of UNCTAD is encouraged to el aborate UNCTAD-w de integrated country-|eve
programmes for selected LDCs by pooling the contributions of its Divisions, in
accordance with the priorities identified by the LDCs concerned.

5. UNCTAD should closely collaborate and coordinate wth the concerned
organi zati ons, such as WIQ, | TC, Wrld Bank, | M-, UNDP, UN DO and ot her devel opnent
organi zations in the design and inplenentation of the above activities to ensure
coherence in policy advice and support.

6. The Trade and Devel oprment Board asked the secretariat and the Conmmi ssions, in
carrying out their tasks, to pay particular attention to the special needs of the
LDCs. In presenting their reports to the TDB, the Conmissions should, wherever

possi bl e, seek to highlight the results of particular relevance to the LDCs.

7. The Trade and Devel opnent Board al so asked t he enl arged Bureau to consi der the
future method of work of the TDB in conducting annual review of progress in the
i mpl enentati on of the Programme of Action for the LDCs in the 1990s with a viewto
facilitating an in-depth discussion of this itemin the light of the priorities
establ i shed by UNCTAD I X



