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Chapter 11

UNCTAD S CONTRI BUTI ON TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS
NEW AGENDA FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICA IN THE 1990s AND THE
ROLE OF UNCTAD I N THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS
SYSTEM W DE SPECI AL | NI TI ATI VE ON AFRI CA

(Agenda item 5)
(conti nued)

69. The spokesman for the African Group (Nigeria) said that Africa was a
continent beset by econonic and social crises despite its abundant natural
resources and all the efforts exerted for devel opnent. The various special
programes initiated by international organizations had not made any mneani ngf ul
i mpact. The continent continued to suffer from econonic decline, falling per
capita income and worsening social conditions. The high annual rate of
popul ati on grow h exacerbated the situation.

70. In an endeavour to halt or reverse this situation, many African countries
had pursued econonic refornms for nore than a decade. These were designed to
correct fundanental economic inbalances and support the devel opnent of the
private sector. However, the expected gains, such as increased foreign direct
investrment in Africa, had not materialized. In spite of all these setbacks,
African countries had pressed ahead with efforts to facilitate the effective
devel opnent and utilization of human resources, harness their vast natural
resources, nobilize both donmestic and foreign financial resources for devel opnent
and strengthen regi onal and subregi onal cooperation and integration.

71. He renminded the Board that the establishnent of the UN NADAF was neant
primarily to focus attention on the devel opnent needs of African countries in
order to provide supportive actions in line with Africa's priorities and to
stinulate the political support needed to ensure that tinmely action was taken
to renove sone of the obstacles for developnent in Africa. He said that the
obj ective of the UN NADAF, however, had not been achi eved.

72. O particular concern was Africa's debt which stood at US$ 317 billion.
He acknow edged that the creditors had addressed the debt issue to sone extent
t hr ough concessi onal bil ateral arrangenments, support to the | DA buy-back facility
and adoption of the Naples Ternmns. External debt, however, remained a mgjor
constraint to Africa' s devel opnent.



TD/ B/ 43/ SC. 1/ L. 1/ Add. 2

page 3
73. Africa's econonic structures prevented a snmooth progress and integration
into the gl obal econony. Africa also continued to fail to attract sufficient
| evel s of foreign direct investnent. He call ed upon UNCTAD to inplenment the

programe of activities for i nvestnment pronotion already identified by the Board.
In addition, there was a need to facilitate the devel opnent of the physical
i nfrastructure

74. He concl uded by reiterating that the UN-NADAF had not, in any way, achi eved
its primary objectives. The nmuch expected international political support that
could encourage the inflow of investment and financial flows had been

di sappoi nti ng. He called upon the international conmunity to come up wth
concrete actions in the provision of assistance to Africa in: market access;
commodi ty diversification; foreign direct investnent; devel opment of snmall- and

nmedi um si ze enterprises; regional integration; and devel opnent of relevant
technol ogy, as well as infrastructural developnent. He called for a new form
of devel oprment partnership that was nore focused on policies and progranmres and
t he devel opment of |ocal capacities.

75. The representative of lreland, speaking on behalf of the European Union,
reaf firnmed the European Union's commitnment to the devel opnent of Africa. She
said that the New Agenda had helped to raise political awareness about the
special situation of Africa. She said that the UN System wi de Special Initiative
for Africa was a neans through which a coordinated approach could be taken to
i mpl enent the objectives of UN NADAF.

76. The major challenge ahead was the integration of African econom es,
especi al |y the | east devel oped countries, into the world tradi ng system agai nst
a background where the share of world trade of the poorest countries had fallen
significantly in recent years

77. She poi nted out that under the Lomé Convention all industrial products and
nost agricultural products originating fromAfrican nenber States had guarant eed
free access to the European Union market. The Lonmg |V Convention further granted
concessions for agricultural products and nore favourable rules of origin for
i ndustrial products.

78. In addition, she stated that her group recogni zed that debt relief neasures
were an essential part of any strategy ained at restoring the econonmic viability
of the poorest and nost heavily indebted countries.

79. On the Special Initiative for Africa, she said that her group wel coned the
fact that the initiative was to focus, coordi nate and enhance the effectiveness
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of the work of United Nations agencies in Africa. She also welconed the close
i nvol venent of the Bretton Wods Institutions and the African Devel opnent Bank.
The European Union strongly agreed with the enphasis of the Special Initiative
on strengt hening the delivery capacity of African countries inthe social sectors
and satisfying the basic needs of their popul ations.

80. It was i nportant, however, to recogni ze that many projects and initiatives,
pronot ed by nati onal governnents with the support of the donor conmunity, already
existed in Africa. |n devel oping progranmes at the country |level, these needed

to be taken into account. There should be a full understandi ng of the sectoral
needs, priorities and capacities and respect for the recipient governments'
owner ship of their devel opment programmes.

81. She called upon UNCTAD to provide assistance to African countries in
dealing with the admi nistrative and procedural causes of the still excessively
hi gh transport and transactions costs associated with internal and external trade
in Africa. UNCTAD could also help in strengthening African countries' capacity
to manage newly conpetitive markets in transport, comruni cations and the supply
of public utility services so that these countries could benefit to the nmaxi mum
fromthe opportunities opened to them by the advent of new technol ogi es and by
the privatization of their parastatals and liberalization of their narkets.

82. She concl uded by sayi ng that the European Uni on wanted to work i n a genui ne
spirit of partnership with African countries as well as with other devel oped and
new y industrialized countries. The European Union wanted focus and coherence
in the way the international comrunity addressed the issues.

83. The representative of China said that this was the first occasion for the
Board, after UNCTAD |X, to review progress in the inplenentation of the New
Agenda for the Devel opment Africa in the 1990s. UN NADAF had nmade sone progress
and sone countries had nade progress in key areas. He added, however, that a
great deal still renmained to be done to put the African countries on the path
of sustainabl e devel opnent. The share of Africa in world output and also in
trade had shrunk. UNCTAD had to intensify its efforts in the inplenentation of
UN- NADAF and the Special Initiative on Africa. He said that China attached great
i mportance to economic ties with Africa and that it had provi ded assistance to
Africa in various ways. China would continue to seek nutually beneficial
cooperative arrangenents with African countries. Hi s country would encourage
Chi nese conpani es to cooperate with Africa. He was optinmistic that Africa' s own
great efforts would produce positive results and ensure a bright future for the
conti nent.
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84. The representative of Japan noted that Africa faced a continuously
deteriorating econonic and social situation. This was attributable not only to
economni ¢ problens but also to natural and man-nmade di sasters such as drought,
fam ne, w despread civil strife and political instability in various parts of
the continent. He pointed out that there had been sone successes, however

particularly in Southern Africa where sone countries had achieved nationa

reconciliation and denocrati zation

85. The Governnent of Japan had taken a nunber of initiatives in favour of
African countries. First, there was the Tokyo Conference on Internationa
Devel opnment (TICAD) in 1993 which reaffirmed that African devel opnment was a
gl obal priority and that it was inportant to place at the centre of African
devel opnent strategies of self-reliance, including good governance and reforns
in both the political and econonmic fields. This conference had been foll owed
up by the Asia-Africa Forumin 1994 held in Indonesia, and regional workshops
held in Zinbabwe in 1995 and in the Cdte d'Ivoire this year, with a view to
facilitating efforts to transfer sone of the useful experience and |essons
acqui red during the process of Asian devel opnent. Japan al so organi zed severa
i nternational senminars in Tokyo on new devel oprment strategies.

86. Regarding future initiatives, at UNCTAD |X Japan had given a clear
statenent on future activities. TICAD Il would be held in 1998. Japan had al so
deci ded to undertake a series of programes to assist Africa' s efforts in human
devel opnent, including those in the fields of health and education. He called
upon the international conmunity to nake special efforts in favour of Africa in
the areas of health, strengthening of the private enterprise and i n Sout h- Sout h
cooperation. H s Government was prepared to provide assistance for the health
sector. Wth regard to the developnment of the private sector, Japan was
contributing US$ 300,000 for a project seeking to exanmine the replicability of
the East-Asian experience in Africa. Japan was also contributing US$ 450, 000
for technical cooperation in the comodities sector, and was also allocating
US$ 2 million out of its contribution to the Japan Human Resources Devel opnent
Fund at UNDP to prompoting Sout h-South cooperation

87. He concluded by expressing hope that through joint efforts it would be
possible to identify ways and nmeans of operationalizing the principles and norns
cont ai ned i n UN- NADAF

88. The representative of the Islanic Republic of Iran recalled that there had
been a useful and fruitful discussion of the African situati on and UN NADAF at
the i nformal session organi zed by the Chairman. He had noted with great interest
the intervention of the Japanese delegation which had presented specific
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i ndi cations of what the Governnent of Japan had done in favour of African
countries. He said that in the post-UNCTAD | X peri od, his del egati on hoped t hat
nore of the menbers of the donor community would undertake similar activities
for the benefit of the African countries.



