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I NTRODUCTI ON

At its 875th (opening) plenary neeting, on 7 Cctober 1996, the Trade and

Devel opnment Board decided to establish a sessional conmittee of the whole to
consi der and report on the follow ng itens:

“Revi ew of technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD' (agenda item 6);

“Matters requiring action by the Board in followup to the ninth session
of the Conference and arising fromor related to reports and activities
of its subsidiary and other bodies: Improving the participation of
devel opi ng countries’ experts in UNCTAD neetings, including the question
of financing their participation” (agenda item 7(b));

“UNCTAD s publication policy” (agenda item 10);

“Coordination and cooperati on between UNCTAD and rel evant internationa
organi zati ons” (agenda item 10).

2. At its first and resuned first neeting, on 7 Cctober 1996, Sessiona
Committee Il elected M. Markus Kummer (Switzerland) as its Chairnman and
M. Petko Baev (Bulgaria) as its Vice-Chairman-cum Rapporteur

3. During the Board’ s session, Sessional Conmittee Il held ... formal and ...

i nformal neetings.
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Chapter |
REVI EW OF TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON ACTI VI TI ES
OF UNCTAD
(Agenda item 6)
4, For its consideration of this item Sessional Committee Il had before it

the foll owi ng docunentati on:

“Revi ew of technical cooperation activities of UNCTAD - report by the
UNCTAD secretariat” (TD/ B/ 43/7).

5. Introducing the item the representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said
that this was the first tine that the Board was itself undertaking the regular

review of technical co-operation, and this represented recognition of the
i mportance given to the issue at UNCTAD | X. The I evel of UNCTAD s technical co-
operation expenditures had been roughly constant over the past few years, and
this was expected to continue through 1997. A decline in UNDP funding had
occurred, with a correspondi ng i ncrease i n trust funds. The share of expenditure
on LDCs had decreased, while the share for the econonies in transition had
i ncreased. He suggested that the discussion should focus on the issues arising
out of UNCTAD | X (chapters Il and IV of document TDO/ B/ 43/7), rather than on a
pr ogr amme- by- progranmme review, which could be handled by the Wrking Party on
the Mediumterm Plan and Programme Budget in a manner to be determn ned.

6. The representative of Mrocco, speaking on behalf of the African group,
noted with concern that over the past four years there had been a decline in the
share of technical co-operation accruing to the LDCs and to Africa. Wile this
state of affairs was not due to deliberate action by the secretariat, the latter
shoul d take nore active steps to palliate these negative devel opnents. The
African Group had al so noted the decrease in UNDP funding in Africa, as well as
the relatively small nunber of country projects as distinct from regional
projects, and in that connection it felt that country projects had a nore
i medi ate and concrete inpact.

7. Wiile welconming the increase in the share of technical cooperation
accounted for by services infrastructure and trade efficiency, as well as the
continuing positive trends in the area of gl obal interdependence, including debt
managenent, the African group was preoccupi ed by the weakeni ng of progranmes on
comodi ties, science and technol ogy and economni c co-operati on anong devel opi ng
countries. I nvest nent and conpetition policy should also receive particul ar
attention.
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8. H s Group appreciated the integrated UNCTAD) WIQ' | TC programe in Africa
within the framework of the followup to the Uruguay Round. In that connection

and in the context of cooperation anong organi zations, the fear of duplication
should not be allowed to stifle initiatives, and coordination should seek to
achi eve conplenentarity while avoiding i mobility.

9. On project evaluation, the desirability of specifying precise targets when
formul ating a project was supported. Concerning the nobilization of resources,
the increase in funding fromthe European Conmi ssion and other contributors to
trust funds was welcone, but the decrease in UNDP support was a cause for
concern. It was hoped that that decline would be halted and that the
transparency and sufficiency of funding called for in paragraphs 95 and 96 of
the “Partnership for growth and devel opnent” woul d be achi eved.

10. The African group attached particular inportance to ensuring coherence
bet ween UNCTAD s anal ytical work and its operational activities. The latter
shoul d be deternined by the priorities set by UNCTAD | X and t he i nt er gover nrent al

machi nery, and part of the regular budget should be allocated to operationa

activities to ensure predictability. Concerning the three-year plan, the
resource problem could be solved by the use of three-year indicative planning
figures, while denmand coul d be estinmated through the use of questionnaires sent
to beneficiaries and needs evaluation mnissions. Finally, the African Goup
supported the Secretary-CGeneral's presentation on the LDC Trust Fund. Conmit nment
on the part of donors and all nenber States according to their means should all ow
the Trust Fund to neet its objectives.

11. The representative of Argentina, speaking on behalf of the Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean Group, said that technical cooperation was universal in nature and
nmust benefit all devel opi ng countries, taking into account the priority attached
to certain progranmes, such as those concerning LDCs. In this context, his G oup
expressed its concern that during the years 1992-1995, the share of technica
cooperation expenditures in Latin America and the Cari bbean - |ike the share of
Asia and the Pacific and Africa - had decreased, whereas the share of
expendi tures i n Europe had i ncreased nore than twelvefold. The countries in his
regi on needed nore technical cooperation than ever to prepare for and benefit
fromthe globalization process.

12. H s G- oup supported UNCTAD s t echni cal cooperationactivities, particularly
those on debt nmanagenent (DMFAS), EMPRETEC 21 and ASYCUDA. Such progranmes
shoul d be continued and should be funded fromthe regul ar budget to give them
a solid foundation in the secretariat.
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13. In order to obtainafull picture of the situationwith regard to technical
cooperation resources in the UNCTAD secretariat and to be in a position to nmake
further suggestions on technical cooperation policy andinplenmentation, his G oup
requested i nformation on the following fromthe secretariat: the nunber of staff
menbers (professional and general service) to be assigned to technical
cooperation programres, along with their names and grades; the staff paid from
t he regul ar budget; the staff paid fromextrabudgetary resources; the extent to
whi ch overheads were redistributed to the division undertaking the progranme
concerned; and the nunmber and nmethod of funding of technical cooperation
consul tants.

14. Finally, he indicated his Goup’s support for the Trade Efficiency
Programme. The d obal Trade Point Network woul d hel p devel oping countries to
enhance their participation in international trade and gain greater access to
trade-rel ated information.

15. The representative of the Philippines, speaking on behalf of the Asian
G oup, regretted that the calendar had not allowed the Wrking Party on the
Medi umterm Pl an and Programe Budget to neet to undertake a thorough revi ew of
UNCTAD s technical cooperation activities. As stated at UNCTAD | X, these
activities were an essential conplenment to the institution's analytical and
del i berative work. Activities which were particularly appreciated included
ASYCUDA, TRAI NMAR, DMVFAS, FORI NVEST, EMPRETEC and TRAINS. Semi nars and wor kshops
on the followup to the Wuguay Round had al so been particul arly val uabl e.

16. UNCTAD | X had taken i nportant decisions as regards techni cal cooperation,
and these needed to be inplenmented. Al though none of the progranmes pursued in
1995 fell outside the priorities set in Mdrand, sone of the areas identified
as priorities - such as commodity diversification and i ssues related to the new
gl obal trading environnent - were barely touched by current programmes.

17. The decline in UNDP funding was disturbing. While the increased
contributions of countries and agencies to trust funds was appreciated, they
nmeant nore admini strative work and i nfluenced the distribution of expenditures,
for exanpl e anong different regions. |Increased resources nust be nade avail abl e
to support UNCTAD s technical cooperation, and UNDP nust be persuaded that
sust ai nabl e hunan devel opment could be pronoted through increased trade and
investment. The Asian G oup hoped the LDC trust fund would be established as
soon as possible, and it appealed to donor countries to contribute to the fund
generously. Donor countries should be encouraged to send associ ate experts to
UNCTAD, including experts recruited from devel opi ng countries.
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18. Techni cal cooperation programes and projects shoul d have action-oriented
obj ectives and be evaluated in terns of their inmpact on capacity-building.
UNCTAD shoul d al so enhance its cooperation with other international institutions
so as to create nore synergies and avoid duplication

19. Li nkages between technical cooperation and policy analysis should be
enhanced. The Conmi ssions woul d have an inportant role to play in ensuring the
ef fecti veness and rel evance of technical cooperation. Arrangenents for an

i ndi cative plan for technical cooperation could be considered by the Wrking
Party in the context of its exam nation of the programre budget. The preparation
of arolling three-year plan for technical cooperation could start in the first
instance with a statenment of priorities. Finally, a strengthened technica
cooperati on progranmre woul d denonstrate the rel evance of UNCTAD in addressing
the practical problens of trade and devel opnent.

20. The representative of China said that UNCTAD s techni cal cooperation had
nmade an active contributionto the devel opnment of devel opi ng countries. However,
the increasing demand for cooperation could not be met due to the lack of
financial resources. He particularly noted the decline in UNDP resources nade
avail able to UNCTAD, and he called for donors and international organizations
to continue and increase their financial support.

21. He noted the decrease in the share of activities in devel opi ng countries,
particularly in LDCs, and suggested that the demands of devel oping countries
should be given top priority and that a nore appropriate bal ance should be
achi eved between regions. The goals and principles set out in paragraph 95 of
the "Partnership for Gowh and Devel opnent” should be fully inplenmented. As
i ssues becane increasingly cross-sectoral in the context of globalization and
i beralization, UNCTAD should intensify its cooperation with other international
organi zations, particularly WO and | TC.

22. Chi na expressed its appreciation to UNCTAD for its technical cooperation,
whi ch had pl ayed an active role in the country's reforns, openi ng-up and econonic
devel opnent. Techni cal cooperation was one of the najor responsibilities of
UNCTAD, and it should be strengthened and i nproved. He believed all nenber
States and i nternational organizations woul d provi de appropriate support inthis
respect.

I nformal neetings

23. Sessional Committee |l pursued its consideration of this itemin informa
neeti ngs.
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Chapter |1
MATTERS REQUI RI NG ACTI ON BY THE BQARD | N FOLLOW UP
TO THE NI NTH SESSI ON OF THE CONFERENCE AND ARl SI NG
FROM OR RELATED TO REPORTS AND ACTIVITIES OF I TS
SUBSI DI ARY AND OTHER BODI ES
(Agenda item 7)
| nproving the participation of devel oping countries’ experts
in UNCTAD neetings, including the question of financing
their participation
(ltem 7(b))
24. For its consideration of this item Sessional Committee Il had before it

the foll owi ng docunentati on:

"I nproving the participation of developing countries' experts in UNCTAD
neetings, including the question of financing their participation - Note
by the UNCTAD secretariat" (TD/ B/ 43/ CRP. 3).

25. Introducing the item the representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said

that the question of the participation of devel opi ng countries’ experts i n UNCTAD
neeti ngs had been discussed at the recent consultations of the Bureau of the
Trade and Devel opnent Board. Further to the decision taken at the consultations,
t he UNCTAD secretariat had prepared a conference room paper outlining the views
expressed at the consultations and indicating the options available inthe matter
(TD/ B/ 43/ CRP. 3) .

I nfornmal neetings

26. Sessional Committee |l pursued its consideration of this itemin infornal
neeti ngs.
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Chapter 111

OTHER BUSI NESS

(Agenda item 10)

A Revi ew of UNCTAD s publication policy

27. For its consideration of this subitem Sessional Committee Il had before
it the foll owi ng docunentati on:

“Revi ew of UNCTAD s publication policy - note by the UNCTAD secretariat”
(TD/ B/ 43/ CRP. 4) .

28. I ntroduci ng the subitem the representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said
that the Board' s review of the organization's publication policy was being

conducted further to paragraph 107(a) of “A partnership for devel opnent”
(TD 377) . In addition to the Board's review, the CGeneral Assenbly would be
conducting a review of the publications policy of the United Nations Secretari at
as a whole at its fifty-first session, and the issue of publications was al so
being considered in the context of the Secretariat-wide efficiency review
mandat ed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations earlier in the year.

29. As indicated in docunent TD/ B/ 43/ CRP.4, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
had set up a publications task force to look into every aspect of UNCTAD s
publication policy and practice. Since the task force would need sone tinme to
conplete its work and since it would not in any case be able to do so until the
Ceneral Assenbly had conpleted its own review in Decenber 1996, it would be
reporting to the Secretary-CGeneral of UNCTAD in March 1997. The current review
by the Board shoul d therefore be seen as the begi nning of a process, and it was
hoped that the Board would provide the UNCTAD secretariat w th guidance and
endorse the approach outlined in TD/ B/ 43/ CRP. 4.

I nfornmal neetings

30. Sessional Committee Il pursued its consideration of this subitem in
i nformal neetings.



TD/ B/ 43/ SC. 2/ L. 1

page 9
B. Coordi nati on and cooperation bet ween UNCTAD
and relevant international organizations
31. Introducing the item the representative of the UNCTAD secretariat said

that the Secretary-General of UNCTAD attached the highest priority to the issue
of coordination and cooperation with other organizations, and the guiding
princi pl es underlying such cooperation were the avoi dance of duplication and the
creation of synergies. The Secretary-General was foll owi ng both a top-down and
a bottomup approach, with regular neetings at the head-of-agency |evel and
ongoi ng contact at the working |l evel. The result was a high | evel of cooperation
and trust.

32. In providing the Board with i nformati on on UNCTAD s cooperati on wi th other
i nternational organizations, the secretariat had tried to strike a bal ance
bet ween conprehensi veness on the one hand and rel evance and interest on the
other. Particular reference should be nade to the cooperati on whi ch UNCTAD was
devel oping on a regular basis with the Wrld Bank, WIO, UNIDO, ITC, CECD, the
Common Fund for Conmodities, and other relevant branches of the UN Secretari at,
in particular the regional conmissions. A great deal had al ready been achi eved,
but of course nuch still remained to be done.

I nfornmal neetings

33. Sessional Committee Il pursued its consideration of this subitem in
i nformal neetings.



