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Ms. Palley, M. Park, M. Warzazi, Ms. MDougall and M. Yiner:
draft resolution

1996/... Prevention of discrinmnation and protection of nminorities

The Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of

Mnorities,

Recal | i ng Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts resol ution 1995/24 on the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic nmnorities,
in which the Comm ssion, inter alia, decided to authorize the Sub-Conmni ssion
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish,
initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessional working group consisting
of five of its nenbers, to nmeet each year for five working days in order to
pronote the rights of persons belonging to mnorities and to exam ne peacef ul
and constructive solutions to situations involving mnorities,

Noting that the Wrking Goup on Mnorities held its first session from
28 August to 1 Septenber 1995 and its second session from30 April to
3 May 1996,
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Havi ng considered the reports of the first and second sessions of the
Working Goup on Mnorities (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1996/2 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 28)
and, in particular, the recommendati ons contained in chapters VIl and VI
t hereof, respectively,

Di sturbed by the wi despread occurrence of violent conflicts in nany parts
of the world where ethnic or religious hostility is engendered by one or nore
of the parties to the conflict,

M ndf ul of the Declaration on the Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to Nationa
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities and convinced that the
i mpl enentation of its principles, in conjunction with the Internationa
Convention on the Elinmnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation and
article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, as
well as all other relevant international instrunments, provides the best
gui dance for resolving peacefully mnority disputes or conflicts,

Aware of the contributions made by the H gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts
towards the inplenentation of the principles contained in the Declaration and
of his continuing dialogue with Governments and ninorities concerned,

Underlining the significant contributions to the protection of minorities
nmade by the relevant treaty bodies, in particular the Human Ri ghts Committee,
the Conmittee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Conmittee on the
Elim nati on of Racial Discrimnation and the Conmittee on the R ghts of the
Chi I d,

Acknowl edgi ng the positive initiatives and nmeasures undertaken by nany
States, specialized agencies, intergovernnental regional organizations and
non- gover nment al organi zations to protect minorities and pronote nutual
under st andi ng and tol erance,

Reiterating the need for States, mnorities and najorities to search for
peaceful and constructive solutions to problens affecting mnorities,

Underlining the interrelationship between all articles of the Declaration
on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li ngui stic Mnorities, including articles 1 and 8,

Recogni zi ng the positive participation of all concerned in the Wrking
Group and the devel opnments towards constructive di al ogue anong ninorities and
between minorities and Governments,

Noting with interest that the Wrking Goup on the R ght to Devel oprent

has identified continued discrimnation against, inter alia, mnorities with



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ L. 25/ Rev. 1
page 3

respect to their right of access to health care, education, work, property and
ot her economic, social and cultural rights as a major obstacle to the
realization of the right to devel opnent,

Endorsing relevant initiatives for the involvenment of minorities in the
field of devel opnment in accordance with the relevant principles of the
Decl aration on the Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to National, or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities and of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent,

Enphasi zi ng the need for systemw de cooperation within the
United Nations to facilitate peaceful solutions to situations involving
mnorities,

Underlining the inportance of close cooperation between the
Sub- Conmi ssi on and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights in this field,

1. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Wirking Group on Mnorities
and, in particular, to its Chairman-Rapporteur, M. A Eide;

2. Wl cones the substantive information subnitted to the Wrking G oup
on Mnorities at its first and second sessions and the constructive dial ogue
between minorities and Governments;

3. Endorses the recomendati ons nmade in the reports of the two
sessions of the Wirking Group on Mnorities (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1996/2, chap. VI
and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 28, chap. VIII);

4, Decides to subnmit the reports of the first and second sessi ons of
the Working Group on Mnorities to the Conmi ssion on Hunan Rights for
consi derati on;

5. Urges the Wirking Group on Mnorities to continue to act as the
mai n forum for consideration and possible resolution of problenms between
mnorities and CGovernments, as well as anong nminorities thenselves, draw ng on
t he expertise of scholars, anmpobng others, including those present at its
sessi ons;

6. Invites the Wirking Group to el aborate and subnit to the
Sub- Conmmi ssion and through it to the Conmission on Human Rights criteria
concerning the content and scope of the rights contained in the Declaration on
the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li ngui stic Mnorities, including concrete recommendations for their

i mpl enent ati on;
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7. Also invites the Wirking Group to increase its cooperation with the

H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights with a view to strengthening his preventive
activities and enhancing his responses to minority situations warranting
urgent action;

8. Wl cones the reconmendati on contai ned i n paragraph 208 of the
report on its second session (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1996/28) in particular and invites
the Working Group to pursue its efforts to organize seninars, w thout
financial inplications for the United Nations, on the thenes listed therein;

9. Requests the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to pursue, in
accordance with his mandate, the inplenmentation of his programre for the
pronmotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities;

10. Recomends that the Human Rights Committee, the Conmittee on
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Elimnation of
Raci al Discrinination and the Committee on the Rights of the Child pay
particular attention to the inplenentation of, respectively, article 27 of the
International Covenant on CGivil and Political R ghts, article 15 of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, article 2 of
the International Convention on the Elinmination of All Forns of Racia
Discrimnation and article 30 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
when considering States parties' reports, and that they include in their
gui delines an item concerning mnorities;

11. Recommends al so that the treaty bodi es, special rapporteurs and
speci al representatives and the conpetent working groups continue to pay due
regard, within their nandates, to the principles contained and the situations
of the persons referred to in the Declaration

12. Requests the conpetent United Nations organs and bodi es and
i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations to intensify their
efforts with a viewto disseninating information on the Declaration and to
continue to subnmit information on the application thereof, in conpliance with
article 9 of the Declaration, to the Wrking G oup on Mnorities;

13. Appeal s to all Governnents, conpetent United Nations bodies,

i nt ergovernnental organi zations, non-governnmental organizations and schol ars
to continue to participate actively in the work of the Wrking G oup;

14. Encourages States to facilitate dial ogue and cooperati on between
and anong nminorities and nmajorities, and to provide infornmation to the

Wirki ng Group on nechani sns established for that purpose;
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15. Recommends that the Centre for Human Ri ghts be strengthened to
enable it to provide adequate services to the Wrking Goup and to undertake
rel evant studies, evaluation and action;

16. Al so recommends that the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts request the
Economi ¢ and Social Council to authorize the extension of the mandate of the
Wirking Goup for a further two years with a viewto its hol ding one session
annual |y until 1999;

17. Recommends the following draft decision to the Conmmi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts for adoption:

"The Conmi ssion on Human Rights, noting resolution ... of the

Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities, decides to request the Economic and Social Council to

aut hori ze the extension of the nmandate of the Wirking Goup on Mnorities

for a further two years with a viewto its holding one session annually

until 1999."



