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The Secretary-CGeneral has received the following witten statenent,
which is circulated in accordance with Economic and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV)

[ 23 August 1996]

1. Di scrim nati on agai nst wormen due to their gender or stereotypes created
by society is still a current practice requiring attention and efforts by the
i nternational community, in order to be eradicated. Particularly, the issue
of practices affecting the health of wonen and children is at the centre of
our concerns. An information canpaign on this matter nust be undertaken; as

t he Special Rapporteur, Ms. Warzazi, indicates in her report
(E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1996/6): this would enable wonen in renote areas to have access
to data or contacts with the "outside"
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2. We nust not forget that traditional practices affect not only wonen but
al so young girls: early marriages make of them premature w ves and

i nexperienced nothers, thereby |leaving themno time to |ive their youth.
Excision can leave lifetime trauna and abortion can induce psychol ogi ca
troubl es.

3. We believe that the role of education in preventing these harnfu
practices nust be enphasized. By inform ng and educating, it is possible to
convi nce not only wonen but also nen, political |eaders and government

of ficials that wonen endure practices that may | eave permanent physical,
psychol ogi cal and noral scars on them Many countries have al ready | aunched
training courses or semnars for wonen to acknow edge the fact that their
human rights are violated. Furthernore, a few countries have introduced sex
education in their curricula and nmentions of traditional practices affecting
the health of wonmen and children in books. Education will also | ead wonen to
equal access to jobs, higher education possibilities, dignity, recognition and
respect. W appreciate the fact that the Sub-Comm ssion exam nes these issues
and has noni nated a Special Rapporteur, who not only enbodies the qualities
representative of the United Nations but also those of a woman. We hope t hat
this will give the victins the image of a successful and hel pful ally.

4, The international community nust be nobilized to protect wonen's hunan
rights and to ensure that these harnful practices do not affect their health -
or their lives. Indeed, "educate to respect" seens essential, respect not

only in behaviour but also in use of |anguage.

5. As to the inplenmentation of the human rights of wonen, we are al so

convi nced that education is the answer: educated wonen should be asked to
train other wonen and girls. They could informand assist wonmen in countries
where help is still needed for wonen to accede to their human rights or in
areas where wonen's human rights are violated or denied. This calls for a

| arge anount of understanding on the part of the trainers and suggests that it
is tinme for transition. It is equally inportant not to take away any

soci o-cultural or traditional elements fromthese wonen's lives and to clearly
explain that human rights enable themto choose their lifestyle and undergo no
pressure.

6. Care should be taken to avoid ethnic hatred and the social disruption
that it could bring about. That is the reason why we deplore that sonme cases
of regression are to be noted. |In Ethiopia, for exanple, cross-ethnic
marriages were natural, normal and positive factors in the process of building
a peaceful society. |In the present situation, however, under the declared

et hnic federation, women who had willingly entered into cross-ethnic marriages
and their children are the primary victinms. They are forcefully displaced and

t hei r husbands harassed. This situation can be w tnessed in nmany regions
where multi-ethnic coexistence prevailed in the past. The suffering of these
wonen i s a synptom of the consequences of ethnic intolerance. |f ignored,

this warning sign could end in massi ve vengeance.
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7. Wrnen are due respect and are entitled to human rights. Although their
interests may differ, men and wonmen are equal. The inplenentation of the

human rights of wonen is a justified procedure and shoul d be supported by the
i nternational community so as to secure wonen's future - and thereby the
future of all of us.

8. We trust that the Sub-Conmission will undertake a thorough study of the
traditional practices affecting the health of wonen and children and will
adopt the necessary neasures to pronote respect for wonen and for their human
ri ghts.



