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1996/... Protection of the heritage of indigenous people
The Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of

Mnorities,

Recalling its resolution 1991/32 of 29 August 1991, in which it decided
to entrust Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, as Special Rapporteur, with the task of
preparing a study of measures which should be taken by the internationa
conmunity to strengthen respect for the cultural property of indigenous
peopl es,

Recalling also its resolution 1993/44 of 23 August 1993, in which
it expressed its deep appreciation to the Special Rapporteur
Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, for her conprehensive study on the protection of the
cultural and intellectual property of indigenous peoples
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 28), and requested her to expand her study with a viewto
el aborating draft principles and guidelines for the protection of the heritage

of indi genous peopl e,
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Recalling further its resolution 1995/40 of 25 August 1995, in which it

expressed its deep appreciation to the Special Rapporteur for her excellent

report on the protection of the heritage of indigenous people
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 26) and the draft principles and gui delines annexed
thereto, and requested her to prepare a supplenentary report including a
chapter concerning relevant activities undertaken in other foruns, and to
submit it to the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth session

Noti ng Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts deci sions 1992/114 of 3 March 1992 and
1994/ 105 of 4 March 1995, and Commi ssion on Human Rights resol uti on 1996/ 63 of
26 April 1996,

Noting al so Economi ¢ and Soci al Council decisions 1992/256 of
20 July 1992, 1994/274 of 25 July 1994, and 1995/297 of 25 July 1995,

Considering that a majority of governments have recogni zed the need to
respect, preserve and naintain the know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for
t he conservation of biological diversity, as described in article 8 (j) of the
Convention on Biological Diversity,

Recogni zi ng that an objective of the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous Peopl e, proclainmed by the General Assenbly in its resolution 50/157
of 21 Decenber 1995, is the pronotion and protection of the rights of
i ndi genous people and their enpowernment to make choices that enable themto
retain their cultural identity while participating in political, econom c and
social life, with full respect for their cultural values, |anguages,
traditions and forns of social organization

Recogni zi ng al so the urgency, repeatedly expressed by representatives of
i ndi genous people at the Wrking Goup on Indigenous Popul ations, with respect
to the need for international standards and cooperation in this field,

Havi ng consi dered the supplenentary report submitted by the
Speci al Rapporteur (E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/22),

Bel i eving that the principles and guidelines for the protection of the
heri tage of indigenous people, annexed to the final report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1995/26), are consistent with existing
standards in the fields of human rights, environnent and trade,

Bearing in nmind the recomrendati on of the General Assenbly, inits
resol ution 50/ 157 of 21 Decenber 1995, that the Secretary-General undertake a
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revi ew of existing nmechani sms, procedures and programes within the
United Nations concerning indigenous people and report to the CGeneral Assenbly
at its fifty-first session,

1. Conmends the Special Rapporteur, Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, for the
additional information, clarifications, and reconmendati ons contained in her
suppl enentary report (E CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 22);

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the detail ed comrents which the
Speci al Rapporteur received from Governnents, specialized agencies and
i ntergovernmental organi zati ons;

3. Decides to transnmit to the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts the
principles and gui delines annexed to the final report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1995/26), with the recommendati on that they
be adopt ed;

4. Wl cones the decision of the Wirld Intellectual Property
Organi zation, in cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, to organize an international synposium on
preservation and | egal protection of folklore, and authorizes the
Speci al Rapporteur to participate in the synposi um

5. Al so wel cones the high priority given to protection of the
traditional know edge of indi genous peoples by the States parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as the technical work that is
bei ng undertaken by the Executive Secretary of the Convention

6. Acknowl edges the inportance of harnonizing the efforts of the
various United Nations forums and intergovernnental organizations which have
undertaken standard-setting initiatives in the field of intellectual property
rights, including the rights of indigenous peoples with respect to their
traditional know edge;

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to convene, at the earliest possible
opportunity, a technical neeting of representatives of the Wirld Intellectua
Property Organi zation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation, the United Nations Environnment Progranme, the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranmme, the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations and the Wrld Trade Organization with the Special Rapporteur
to consider inmproving coordination and cooperation in this field, and to
transmit the report of this nmeeting to the Sub-Conmi ssion and the Commi ssion

on Human R ghts;
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8. Endorses the recomendati on of the Special Rapporteur that a nenber
of the Wbrking G oup on Indigenous Popul ations should be entrusted with a
nmandat e to exchange information with all parts of the United Nations system
involved in activities concerned with the heritage of indigenous people in
order to facilitate cooperation and coordination and to pronote the greatest
possi bl e I evel of participation of indigenous people in their efforts;

9. Reconmends to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights the follow ng draft
deci si on for adopti on:

"The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, taking note of resolution 1996/... of

1996 of the Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and

Protection of Mnorities, and considering the reconmendati ons contai ned

in the supplenentary report submtted by the Special Rapporteur

Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, on protection of the heritage of indi genous

peopl e (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 22), recommends that Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes

be entrusted with a continuing mandate to exchange information with al

parts of the United Nations systeminvolved in activities concerned with

the heritage of indigenous people, with the purpose of facilitating

cooperation and coordi nati on and of pronoting the full participation of

i ndi genous people in these efforts. The Conmi ssion requests the

Secretary-General to convene, at the earliest possible opportunity, a

techni cal neeting of representatives of the Wrld Intellectual Property

Organi zation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zation, the United Nations Environnent Programme, the

United Nations Devel opnment Programme, the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations and the Wrld Trade Organization with

the Special Rapporteur to consider inproving coordination and cooperation

inthis field, and to transnmit the report of this neeting to the

Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

M norities and the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts. The Commi ssion al so

requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur of the

Sub- Conmi ssion with all the assistance necessary to acconplish her work."



