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1996/... Human rights and incone distribution

The Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of

Mnorities,

Reaffirming the indivisibility, interdependence and interrelated nature
of economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights,

M ndful that the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights, the International
Covenant on Econom c, Social and CQultural Rights and a wi de range of
addi ti onal texts provide unequivocally that all persons are entitled to the
full realization of econonic, social and cultural rights,

Recalling the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent (General Assenbly
resol ution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986, annex),

Recal ling section |, paragraph 10, of the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), in which the Wrld Conference on Hunman
Rights, inter alia, reaffirmed the right to devel opnment as a universal and

inalienable right and an integral part of human rights, and urged States and
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the international community to pronote effective international cooperation for
the realization of the right to devel opnent and the elimnation of obstacles
to devel oprent,

Taking particular account of the results of the Wrld Summit for Socia
Devel opnent, held at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995 ( A/ CONF. 166/ 9),
especially the recommendations of its Progranme of Action concerning the
United Nations system inter alia, the need to strengthen United Nations
operational activities for developnent in order to inplenment the World Sunmit
outcone, and the United Nations systenis capacity for gathering and anal ysing
i nformation and devel opi ng i ndi cators of social devel opnent, taking into
account the work carried out by different countries, particularly by
devel opi ng countries (para. 99 (e)),

Aware that all States have legally binding obligations to respect,
protect and fulfil econom c, social and cultural rights,

Convi nced of the fundanental role of education in ensuring the exercise
of human rights and providing equality of opportunity for all

Recalling the reports on the realization of econonic, social and cultura
rights submtted by the Special Rapporteur, M. Danilo Tdrk, in particular his
final report, which addressed a range of issues concerning the relationship
bet ween the enjoynment of human rights and inconme distribution
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1992/ 16, paras. 76-84),

Taki ng account of M. Asbjegrn Eide's preparatory docunent on the
relati onship between the enjoynent of human rights, in particular econonic,
social and cultural rights, and income distribution (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1994/21),
the reports submitted by the Special Rapporteur on human rights and extremne
poverty, M. Leandro Despouy (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1993/16, E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1994/19,

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 15 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 13), and the report of the seninar
on extreme poverty and the denial of human rights, held in New York
(E/ CN. 4/ 1995/ 101),

Recalling its resolution 1994/40, in which it entrusted the Specia
Rapporteur, M. José Bengoa, with the preparation of a study on the enjoynent
of human rights and i ncome distribution, Conmi ssion on Human Rights
deci si on 1995/105 of 24 February 1995 approvi ng the nandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur and Economic and Social Council decision 1995/295 of 24 July 1995

endor si ng that deci sion,



E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ L. 50
page 3

Concerned that the inplenmentation of economic, social and cultura
rights, in general, and of the right to education, in particular, has not yet
received sufficient attention within the United Nations human rights
f ramewor k

Aware that the rel ationship between incone distribution and grow ng
| evel s of poverty, as well as the violation of human rights, requires further
i n-depth research and anal ysis by the human rights conmunity,

Reiterating the fundanental principles of equality of opportunity, human
dignity, equity and justice,

Affirming the inherent |ink between the enjoynent of all human rights, in
particul ar economic, social and cultural rights, and the striving towards a
nore equitable distribution of econom ¢ resources both within and between
St at es,

Acknowl edgi ng that inconme disparity leads to the unfair treatnent of, in
particular, children, wonen and ot her vul nerable groups of society, who are
di scrimnated against and denied the right to the sane opportunities as the
rest of the popul ation,

Bearing in nmind that it is necessary to analyse and overcone the

obstacl es that prevent societies fromachieving greater equality of
opportunity and better income distribution

Consi dering that better incone distribution would |lead to nore integrated
and mutual ly supportive societies and, at the international level, to better
conditions for nmaintaining world peace,

1. Wl cones the provisional report on the relationship between the
enj oynment of human rights, in particular economic, social and cultural rights,
and i nconme distribution, prepared by M. José Bengoa, Special Rapporteur
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 14) ;

2. Endorses the conclusion, initially established in M. Eide's
preparatory docunent and repeated in M. Bengoa's prelimnary report
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 14) that the concentration of wealth constitutes a serious
obstacle to the realization of human rights, be they economc, social,
cultural, civil or political, and that equality of opportunity is an essenti al
el ement for participating effectively in the devel opnent process and for
obtaining a share of the benefits deriving fromit;

3. Reiterates its agreenent with the work plan presented in the
prelimnary report (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1995/14), especially the suggestion that the
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out come of the Copenhagen Sunmit for Social Devel opment should be taken into
account and foll owed up and encouragenent given to the discussions needed for
the nost effective and rapid achi evenent of its objectives;

4, Requests the Special Rapporteur to pay particular attention to the
i npact of the enjoyment of human rights and, in particular, of the right to
education, on incone distribution

5. Al so requests the Special Rapporteur to take special care to
anal yse the indicators needed to nonitor the gradual full satisfaction of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights;

6. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to organize a seninar of experts to
devel op appropriate indicators, as provided for in the Programme of Action of
the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent (para. 36 (n)), and to nonitor the
i mpl enentation of the commitnments nade by Governnments, as set out in
paragraph 36 (a)-(n) of the Progranme of Action

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite Governnents,

United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and intergovernnental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons to provide the Special Rapporteur with
information relevant to the preparation of his report and urges themto
participate actively in the work of the Sub-Comm ssion

8. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special
Rapporteur with all the assistance he may require for the preparation of his
st udy;

9. Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit his final report to the
Sub- Conmi ssion at its forty-ninth session

10. Recommends the following draft decision to the Conmmi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts for adoption:

"The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, taking note of resolution 1996/..
of the Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnmination and Protection of
Mnorities of ... August 1996, approves the Sub-Conmi ssion's request that
the Secretary-General should organize a seminar of experts to devel op
appropriate indicators, as provided for in the Programme of Action of the
World Sunmit for Social Devel opnment (para. 36 (n)), and to nonitor the
i mpl enentation of the commitnments nade by Governnents, as set out in

paragraph 36 (a)-(n) of the Progranme of Action."”



